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safety of people would be threatened, and
lives would be lost and endangered. It is the
responsibility of the government to ensure
that people are safe.

Another role the government must play in
people’s lives is to provide basic necessities
such as education and infrastructure. It
should be prioritized, that the citizens of a
country are educated and are able to support
themselves and benefit to the country. Pro-
viding education should be one of the roles of
a state or local government to determine the
standards of. Providing infrastructure lies in
the role of the government, because water,
roads, waste collection and electricity are
needed. These things are required for a coun-
try to be functioning and to ensure the well
being of the people. An equal priority, of the
government should be to provide a demo-
cratic federal justice system. If an individual
violates a law, the role of the government is
to make sure this person is brought to jus-
tice.

In conclusion, when we consider the role of
the government in our lives today, my opin-
ion is the role should be to provide defense,
protection, infrastructure facilities, quality
education, and a democratic justice system.
These things all benefit the people them-
selves, but at the same time, do not have
complete control over them.

———

RECOGNIZING MICHAEL GRAZIANO,
FILMMAKER, AND THE DOCU-
MENTARY FILM RESISTANCE

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2015

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Michael Graziano and his ex-
traordinarily talented team at Uji Films who
have created a fantastic documentary called
Resistance. Michael recently joined me along
with a panel of experts on antibiotic resistance
for a screening of Resistance in my district of
Rochester, New York, to an amazing re-
sponse. The film uses microscopic footage,
harrowing personal stories and expert insight
to delve into the history of antibiotic resist-
ance, starting with the mass production of
antibiotics 70 years ago and tracking the rise
of superbugs into the 21st Century.

Resistance does a tremendous job laying
out the issues at hand, explaining that eighty
percent of the antibiotics sold in this country
are used on the farm, mostly with healthy ani-
mals to “prevent disease,” and how that im-
pacts human health and modern medicine.
The World Health Organization said in a re-
cent report that antibiotic resistance is, “a
problem so serious that it threatens the
achievements of modern medicine.” In ten
years, surgeries, procedures, and illnesses
that rely on antibiotics could be fatal. Pulling
your teeth. Hip replacements. These could all
be rendered obsolete without antibiotics. Strep
throat could be fatal.

We must preserve medically important anti-
biotics for the treatment of humans, and for
sick animals. That is exactly what my bill, the
Preservation of Antibiotics for Medical Treat-
ment Act, or PAMTA, would do. Tomorrow |
will reintroduce that bill for the fifth time.

The American people need to understand
that while | am fighting every day in Congress
to highlight this issue, consumers, neighbors,
doctors, and parents will be the ones who turn
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the tide of antibiotic resistance. Citizens taking
a stand and asking grocery stores like Costco
or fast food chains like McDonald’s and Chick-
Fil-A to sell meat and poultry raised without
unnecessary antibiotics has made a dif-
ference. Resistance is making a difference. |
urge my colleagues to join me in recognizing
the film and the filmmakers for making an im-
portant contribution to fighting the public
health crisis of our time.

————————

IN HONOR OF DR. BARRY
SHEPHERD’S CAREER

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2015

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Dr. Barry Shepherd for his faithful serv-
ice as the Superintendent of the Cabarrus
County School system in the 8th Congres-
sional District of North Carolina.

When Dr. Shepherd became Superintendent
in 2008, he brought a unique vision that trans-
formed Cabarrus County Schools during many
challenging years. In spite of reductions in
funding, Dr. Shepherd continually emphasized
the value of people and his students.

As a result of this approach, students from
Cabarrus County Schools are scoring higher
on end-of-year assessments, graduation rates
have increased, and the school system was
able to open eight new schools during his ten-
ure.

Today, Cabarrus County Schools boast
some of the most unique learning experiences
offered in the country. Specifically, Cabarrus
County Schools have a partnership with the
Center for International Understanding at the
University of North Carolina called Confucius
Classrooms. This program features a recip-
rocal agreement where teachers and adminis-
trators from Cabarrus County visit schools in
China to fine tune best practices in education.
As part of this program, Chinese educators
come to Cabarrus County Schools to learn
from their successes as well.

Dr. Shepherd is a native of Wilkes County,
North Carolina, and received a Bachelor’'s De-
gree in Music Education and a Master's De-
gree in Educational Leadership from Appa-
lachian State University in Boone, North Caro-
lina. He went on to receive his Doctoral De-
gree in Education from Columbia University in
New York.

Dr. Shepherd served as Superintendent of
Elkin City Schools and as Assistant Super-
intendent in the Mooresville Graded School
District before arriving in Cabarrus County. He
also held various administrative positions in
the Iredell-Statesville Schools, Lexington City
Schools, and Thomasville City Schools.

It is truly an honor to extend these remarks
congratulating Dr. Shepherd on his retirement
and to thank him for his esteemed service to
our local community as a visionary educator.
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2015

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $18,152,412,192,314.93. We've
added $7,525,535,143,401.85 to our debt in 6
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

DAISY SHAW
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Daisy Shaw
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Daisy Shaw is
a 7th grader at Drake Middle School and re-
ceived this award because her determination
and hard work have allowed her to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Daisy
Shaw is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Daisy Shaw for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

TRIBUTE TO FRANK E. GILKISON
HON. LUKE MESSER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2015

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the life of Frank E. Gilkison, a
longtime Muncie attorney and a truly admi-
rable Hoosier.

Frank was a devoted husband to his wife
Donna, the loving father to five children, and
stepfather to two step-sons. After initially serv-
ing as an Air Cadet for two years in the U.S.
Army Air Corps, Frank diligently attended IU
Law School before moving to Muncie. He
started his 62-year law practice with a prede-
cessor firm to Beasley and Gilkison and re-
mained a member until his retirement in 2012.
Not only was Frank one of the longest prac-
ticing attorneys from East Central Indiana, but
he also served on the Indiana Supreme Court
Commission on Character & Fitness for 35
years. Additionally, he was the CEO of Home
Beverages, Inc., a small beverage distribution
company for 45 years.

Frank and Donna are also my close friends,
who both played a key role in my career. They
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were among the first friends in Muncie to step
forward in support of my initial Congressional
pursuits. | will always be grateful for their
friendship and early leadership.

Today, it is my privilege to honor the life of
Frank Gilkison. My thoughts and prayers go
out to Frank’s family, and may God comfort
those he left behind with His peace and
strength.

———

GLEN STEVENS FROM NORTH
BRANCH

HON. RICHARD M. NOLAN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2015

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
share a story of how a conversation at the Na-
tional Association of Secondary School Prin-
cipals Conventional last year in Dallas turned
into a transformational life experience. Glen
Stevens, who serves as the Assistant Principal
at North Branch Area High School, was of-
fered an opportunity to have an expense-paid
volunteer trip to the Dominican Republic to
help in the building of a vocational center of a
local school. He submitted an application and
his name was thrown into a large pool of edu-
cators willing to have the experience. He said,
“When you're 13 or 14 in the Dominican Re-
public, and you're done with elementary
school, unless you have phenomenal talent or
potential, you’re not going to high school.” Be-
cause sixty percent of the Dominican Repub-
lic's vegetables come from the Constanza
area where he was volunteering, many of
these families only find work in the fields,
earning perhaps $4 to $5 a day. Stevens
could see the disparity of the income gap be-
tween workers and the wealthy land owners.

Fortunately, Glen was able to speak some
Spanish, but it took him a while to understand
what the school children were trying to com-
municate when they kept saying “espaldas.”
After a short time, he found out the children
wanted to ride on his big, strong shoulders.
During his volunteer stint from 8:30 am to 5:00
pm each day, he was moving blocks and mix-
ing concrete all day. Though he had a short
break for lunch, children would come clam-
oring for attention and suddenly his weariness
was gone. He explained, “It was like a big
“pboom” and your energy level would be back
up again.” He was heart-warmed from the
warm reception he received from all the
Dominicans. “Even though most of the volun-
teers spoke little or no Spanish, and the
Dominicans didn’t speak English, a bond had
formed between them than transcended lan-
guage.

He said he came back a different person
and knows the next group of volunteers com-
ing to finish painting and completing the elec-
trical work will find the same spirit.

This school, founded by Pastor Angel
Moreta, will give children more options than
working in the fields after elementary school.
They will be adding programs for culinary arts,
beautician trades, music and woodworking in
addition to building on their skills in reading
and mathematics.

Glen Stevens has hopes and dreams for
these children to achieve success with new-
found skills. | am certain he came home with
far more than he brought with him and will
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share this new message to the students at the
North Branch Area High School.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 70TH AN-

NIVERSARY OF THE CIVIC
LEAGUE OF GREATER NEW
BRUNSWICK

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2015

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Civic League of Greater New
Brunswick as it prepares to celebrate its 70th
anniversary at a gala celebration on March 28,
2015. | would also like to join with the Civic
League of Greater New Brunswick in con-
gratulating its gala honorees, Mayor James
Cahill, Richard Kaplan and Charlene Brown.

Since its inception, the Civic League of
Greater New Brunswick has striven to
strengthen the minority populations of central
New Jersey. lts efforts have created several
programs and services to advance opportuni-
ties and improve the quality of life of all resi-
dents. Its focus on employment and housing
services helps develop a foundation to better
the well-being of individuals and families.
Through its youth programs, the Civic League
of Greater New Brunswick offers tutoring and
enrichment activities to students and builds
leadership skills. The Civic League of Greater
New Brunswick continues to fulfill its mission
of an equal society for all through the en-
hancement of our communities.

Mr. Speaker, once again, please join me in
congratulating the Civic League of Greater
New Brunswick on its 70th anniversary and
recognizing the outstanding efforts of the Civic
League and the gala honorees.

HONORING JUDE KIBODEAUX
HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 24, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
into the concerns of our younger constituents
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Jude Kibodeaux attends Dawson High
School in Pearland, Texas. The essay topic is:
select an important event that has occurred in
the past 15 years and explain how that event
has changed our country.

Making landfall on August 29, 2005, Hurri-
cane Katrina was the most destructive dis-
aster in United States history. A Category 3
storm with winds faster than 100 miles per
hour, the storm took a great toll on the
country. Its social cost, at least in New Orle-
ans, is obvious. Nearly 2,000 of its citizens
were Kkilled by the storm, and thousands

E395

more were displaced by the grievous destruc-
tion it caused. Even today, nine years later,
the city is still recovering from its losses.
But the effects of Hurricane Katrina were
not limited to just the area hit. The winds of
Katrina were felt throughout the entire na-
tion, if not through physical destruction
then through economic downturn and polit-
ical discontent.

The cost of the storm can be measured not
only in deaths but also in dollars. This latter
loss was not as tragic as the former, but it
was significant enough to impact the rest of
the country. The damage caused cost, ac-
cording to the lowest estimate, a staggering
$96 billion, only $40 billion of which was in-
sured. And this does not even account for
losses in the various affected industries. Its
most serious impact was on oil production.
0Oil pipelines and offshore rigs were de-
stroyed, causing national oil prices to rise
and pushing the government to tap into the
Strategic Petroleum Reserve. The sugar in-
dustry, worth $500 million annually in Lou-
isiana alone, was also severely damaged.
Chemical plants in the area, which ac-
counted for one-fourth of the country’s
chemical production, were not spared either.
The losses suffered by these important indus-
tries were great enough to stint the eco-
nomic growth of the whole country. After
Katrina, national GDP growth decreased
from 3.8% to 1.3%. With all of these losses
taken into account, the total cost of the hur-
ricane amounts to $250 billion. It was un-
doubtedly a severe setback for the economy.

The government stepped in to try and al-
leviate the storm’s effects, but its efforts
were not as cohesive as many would have
hoped. On the federal level, it was days be-
fore the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA), an organization created for
this kind of situation, got its act together in
New Orleans. And even once it had estab-
lished itself, FEMA lacked an effective strat-
egy and had a minimal impact on the recov-
ery. The organization was evidently unpre-
pared to do its duty. The director of FEMA,
Michael D. Brown, was forced to resign in
the fallout, and the popularity of President
George W. Bush plummeted, the beginning of
a trend that ended Bush’s political career.
There was also much criticism at the local
level. Most was directed toward the mayor of
New Orleans, Ray Nagin, for having under-
stated the severity of the storm before it hit
and responded inadequately in the after-
math. He managed to stay in office but faced
serious criticism, making it difficult for him
to implement policies. In all, Katrina caused
just as much a political disturbance as an
economic one.

The winds of Katrina had proven them-
selves the winds of change as they caused
great disturbances to the society, economy
and government of this nation. Homes de-
stroyed by the hurricane can still be seen
today in New Orleans, serving as a testament
to the lasting effect this storm has had.

————

DEVORAH LINFORD

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, March 24, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Devorah
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