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ACT UNDERGROUND, LLC

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud ACT Under-
ground, LLC for receiving the 2014 Commerce
City Entrepreneurial Spirit Award.

The Entrepreneurial Spirit Award recognizes
a company or entrepreneur that demonstrates
a pioneer spirit towards new product develop-
ment, a business start-up, or growth into new
markets. ACT Underground, LLC is a
franchisee of Badger Daylighting Corporation
and has operated in Commerce City since
2007.

ACT Underground has a combined work-
force with over 90 years of experience in the
hydro-excavation industry. They operate from
the northern edge of Wyoming to
Breckenridge in the west, New Mexico south
and Kansas and Nebraska out east. Through
their acquisition of a new facility in 2014 they
have expanded their fleet and created 37 new
jobs.

| extend my deepest congratulations to the
ACT Underground, LLC for this well-deserved
recognition by Commerce City.

———

HONORING DR. VICKY CAROL
PERSONS

HON. EARL L. “BUDDY” CARTER

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor and celebrate the life of the
late Dr. Vicky Carol Persons who entered into
eternal rest Monday, March 2, 2015. Dr. Per-
sons was well known for the joy she got out
of helping others, her love for gardening, car-
ing for animals and cooking.

A native of Bainbridge, Georgia, Dr. Per-
sons received her PhD in Special Education
from Florida State University and became a
devoted educator of 15 years. Dr. Persons
previously worked at Mcintosh County Acad-
emy as a special education teacher, and in
2012, she decided to run for the Mcintosh
County School Board. In April 2013, Dr. Per-
sons began her career at West Chatham Ele-
mentary School as a 5th grade special edu-
cation teacher where many of the faculty and
parents will truly miss her dedication to her
school and students. Dr. Persons was also
very involved in her community. She was a
member of the Darien Rotary Club, Cairo Ro-
tary Club, and the Professional Association of
Georgia Educators.

Today, it is my privilege to recognize the life
of Dr. Vicky Persons. As a wife, mother and
friend, Dr. Persons will forever be remem-
bered.
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INTRODUCING THE A RESOLUTION
RECOGNIZING DR. ELMIRA
MANGUM AS THE FIRST FEMALE
PRESIDENT OF FLORIDA A&M
UNIVERSITY

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce a resolution recognizing Dr. Elmira
Mangum as the First Female President of
Florida A&M University. A trailblazer in higher
education and model of academic success,
Dr. Mangum has broken gender barriers by
becoming the first permanent female president
of one of our nation’s most distinguished His-
torically Black Colleges and Universities
(HBCU).

Dr. Elmira Mangum is a born leader. Grow-
ing up in North Carolina, she always went
above and beyond the call of duty to ensure
she excelled academically and socially. She
earned her bachelor's degree in geography
and education from North Carolina Central
University and graduated with honors from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison with two
master's degrees, one in public policy and
public administration and another in urban and
regional planning. Dr. Mangum furthered her
studies and earned a Ph.D. in educational
leadership and policy from the University at
Buffalo. It was here that she received distinc-
tion for her work on leadership in higher edu-
cation.

Never one to settle for less, she attended
the Harvard Graduate School of Education
Management Development Program, was in
the inaugural class of the Millennium Leader-
ship Institute, and completed Cornell’'s Admin-
istrative Management Institute. Extremely
civically minded, she is a life member of Zeta
Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. and the National Coun-
cil of Negro Women.

Her path to becoming the 11th president of
my prestigious alma mater, Florida A&M Uni-
versity, has led her through some very notable
positions. She has been Assistant Dean, As-
sociate Provost for Resource Management, a
Vice Provost, Senior Associate Provost, and
Vice President at other noteworthy institutions,
such as Cornell University and the University
of North Carolina-Chapel Hill.

| am extremely proud of Dr. Mangum’s ac-
complishments and am certain that she will
carry out her vision of grandeur for one of the
nation’s most premier HBCUs. She has al-
ready made extraordinary progress in advanc-
ing the institution and this is only the begin-
ning.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Elmira Mangum is paving
the way for women across the country to con-
tinue to realize their dreams and achieve
greatness. She is a trailblazer who serves as
a role model for men and women alike. | urge
my colleagues to support the Resolution to
Recognize Dr. Elmira Mangum as the First Fe-
male President of Florida A&M University.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, last
week, March 16-19, | missed a series of Roll
Call votes. Had | been present, | would have
voted “YEA” on #113, 114, 115, 116, 117,
118, 119, 121, 125, 126, 127, and 128. Addi-
tionally, | would have voted “NAY” on #120,
122, 123, 124, and 129.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, | want to
state that on March 18, 2014, | missed one
roll call vote. Had | been present | would have
voted:

NO—Roll Call Vote 125—H.R. 1030—To
prohibit the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) from proposing, finalizing, or dissemi-
nating regulations or assessments based upon
science that is not transparent or reproducible.

| would have cast my vote in opposition to
this bill because it undermines the scientific in-
tegrity of the EPA’s Science Advisory Board
and hurt the agency’s ability to use the best
available science to protect the air we breathe
and the water we drink when setting public
health safeguards.

——————

ARATI LAMICHHANE

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Arati
Lamichhane for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Arati Lamichhane is an 8th grader at Wheat
Ridge 5-8 and received this award because
her determination and hard work have allowed
her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Arati
Lamichhane is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Arati
Lamichhane for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.
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BEN PEREZ OF ROSENBERG, TX,
HEB EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION
AWARDS

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Mr. Ben Perez of Rosenberg, TX
on being named a finalist in the HEB Excel-
lence in Education Awards Program. Mr.
Perez serves as the principal of Ray Elemen-
tary School in Rosenberg, TX.

Mr. Perez began his career as a teacher’s
aide at the age of eighteen while simulta-
neously taking courses at the University of
Houston-Downtown. After serving both as an
elementary school teacher at Pink Elementary
and as assistant principal at Ray Elementary,
Mr. Perez was named principal after years of
hard work and commitment to his school and
his students. Mr. Perez was selected for this
award due to his tireless work ethic, edu-
cational accomplishments, and passion for
teaching. Both his fellow teachers and stu-
dents are excited about his nomination, and
eagerly await the program’s decision.

Mr. Perez is one of five exceptional elemen-
tary school principals who were nominated for
this award, and the winner will be announced
in Austin on May 2. On behalf of the residents
of the Twenty-Second Congressional District
of Texas, congratulations again to Mr. Perez
for being recognized as an outstanding prin-
cipal.

———

HONORING CHIEF DOUGLAS
DORTENZIO ON THE OCCASION
OF HIS RETIREMENT

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with the
deepest respect and admiration that | rise
today to join the Town of Wallingford and par-
ticularly its police force in extending my sin-
cere thanks and appreciation to Douglas
Dortenzio as he celebrates his retirement after
twenty-four years of dedicated service as Po-
lice Chief and a forty-two year career in law
enforcement. His retirement marks the end of
a distinguished career in law enforcement and
the Department will simply not be the same
without him.

Chief Dortenzio began his career in the New
Haven Police Department. During his eighteen
year career with the NHPD, he rose through
the ranks and was a major when he was se-
lected to serve as Chief of the Wallingford De-
partment. For the last twenty-four years he
has served the Department, his officers, and
the Wallingford community with honor and dis-
tinction.

Throughout his career, Chief Dortenzio dedi-
cated himself to ensuring the protection and
safety of the Wallingford community. He is a
staunch believer in the concept of community
policing and under his tenure he has focused
the Department’s efforts towards building a
strong relationship between the Department
and the community. As head of the Walling-
ford Police Department, Chief Dortenzio made
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the men and women of the Department his
highest priority—always ensuring that they had
access to the most current technologies and
equipment. He has always fought for the re-
sources, programs, and services he believes
are in the best interest of the members of his
Department and would most benefit the com-
munity.

Chief Dortenzio’s efforts to create a parents’
guide for sober teen celebrations have been
recognized by Mothers Against Drunk Driving
and he has been involved in its Red Ribbon
Campaigns and National Sobriety Checkpoint
Week. He has served as a member of the
State of Connecticut Police Officer Standards
and Training Council, the State of Connecticut
Emergency Management & Homeland Secu-
rity Coordinating Council, the U.S. Attorney’s
Office Anti-Terrorism Advisory Council, and
the FBlI—Joint Terrorism Task Force. He is a
past President of the Connecticut Police
Chiefs Association and was a member of the
Police Chiefs’ delegation invited to Wash-
ington, D.C. to watch then President Bill Clin-
ton sign a national crime bill.

With all of his work, at the Department and
in the community, Chief Dortenzio still made
time to be of great assistance to myself and
my staff. He has been an invaluable resource
to us all and | want to extend my deepest
thanks and sincere appreciation for all of his
many years of support and friendship.

Chief Douglas Dortenzio has demonstrated
an unparalleled commitment and has left an
indelible mark on the Town of Wallingford—he
will be missed. As he celebrates his retire-
ment, it is with great pleasure that | rise today
to join his wife Pat and daughter, Christine, as
well as family, friends, and colleagues in wish-
ing him the very best for many more years of
health and happiness.

RECOGNIZING THE ACCREDITA-
TION OF THE ST. SIMONS LAND
TRUST

HON. EARL L. “BUDDY” CARTER

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the St. Simons Land Trust
for becoming accredited by the Land Trust Ac-
creditation Commission, an independent pro-
gram of the Land Trust Alliance. The St. Si-
mons Land Trust’s accreditation status is the
result of a rigorous and lengthy process, and
I am proud of their efforts to meet such high
standards for private, non-profit land conserva-
tion.

Since 2001, the St. Simons Land Trust has
acquired and permanently preserved close to
776 acres on St. Simons Island in southeast
Georgia. Cannon’s Point Preserve, which con-
tains 609 acres of maritime forest, salt
marshes, and tidal creeks, is one of the many
successful preservation projects of the Trust.
With its new accredited status, the St. Simons
Land Trust may display with pride a special
seal that shows it fulfills national standards for
excellence in land conservation.

The work of the St. Simons Land Trust
helps to permanently protect wildlife habitat,
water quality, green space, working farms and
ranches, and healthy communities. By achiev-
ing accreditation, the Trust has demonstrated
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its commitment to conservation both today and
long into the future.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that | rise
today to commend the St. Simons Land Trust
for their latest accomplishment. | am grateful
for the hard work and dedication of the St. Si-
mons Land Trust to helping preserve the
beauty of St. Simons Island and southeast
Georgia. | would like to thank the Trust for
their devotion to my district, and wish them the
best with their future projects.

Z1IGGI’S COFFEE

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Ziggi's Coffee
for receiving the 2014 Commerce City Busi-
ness on the Move Award.

The Business on the Move Award recog-
nizes businesses that have brought new em-
ployment to Commerce City. Ziggi's Coffee
opened its first drive-thru and café combina-
tion in December 2014, adding 15 employees
at the location.

With their growth in Commerce City, they
also have a strong commitment to community
involvement. Ziggi’'s donates to hundreds of
causes and supports local schools. Their com-
mitment is year round, raising thousands of
dollars through their annual back-to-school
fundraiser and donating hundreds of gift cards
to local nonprofit organizations throughout the
year.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Ziggi's Coffee for this well-deserved recogni-
tion by Commerce City.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE CON-
SISTENT, EXEMPLARY COMMU-
NITY SERVICE DISPLAYED BY
CITIZEN SCHOOLS FOR TWENTY
YEARS

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Citizen Schools for providing twenty
years of outstanding community service and
educational enrichment programs. Citizen
Schools offers extended learning programming
for middle school-aged students in urban, at-
risk areas by partnering with public middle
schools. Citizens Schools offers free edu-
cational classes and programs to urban aca-
demic institutions, giving students a wealth of
choices during the important after school
hours.

Citizens Schools was founded in 1995 by
Eric Schwarz and Ned Rimer. Since then, the
organization has offered educational opportu-
nities for children who cannot otherwise afford
them. The results are impressive. According to
Citizen Schools, 71% of students involved in
these programs graduate high school and
many of those go on to post-secondary institu-
tions. These impressive results are a combina-
tion of careful program planning, and the tire-
less efforts of volunteers who help teach these
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