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MICHELLE FOKAM OF KATY, TX
DISTRICT 19-6A MOST VALUABLE
PLAYER

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Ms. Michelle Fokam of Katy, TX
for claiming the honor of District 19-6A Most
Valuable Player during the 2014-2015 basket-
ball season. Ms. Fokam and the Seven Lakes
girls’ basketball team continue to lead Katy
ISD in excellence and determination.

Ms. Fokam is a junior at Seven Lakes High
School, and was voted District 19-6A’'s MVP
thanks to her key contributions as one of the
leagues best inside defenders and re-
bounders, as well as her formidable offensive
player skills. This honor comes after an excit-
ing season as the Seven Lakes girls’ basket-
ball team won its fourth consecutive district
championship and its second undefeated sea-
son.

On behalf of the residents of the Twenty-
Second Congressional District of Texas, con-
gratulations again to Michelle Fokam for being
honored as the District 19-6A Most Valuable
Player, and to the Seven Lakes girls’ basket-
ball team for your continued victories. We look
forward to seeing what you will accomplish in
the future.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. PETER WELCH

OF VERMONT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, | was unable to
vote on Roll Call 119, 120, and 121. | would
like to indicate that | would have voted “No”
on roll call 119, “Aye” on roll call 120, and
“No” on roll call 121.

————

THANKING JOHN WRIGHT FOR
SERVICE TO THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to thank
John Wright for over thirty-three years of out-
standing service to this House in a number of
administrative and support roles. He lives in
Maryland’s Fifth District, and | am proud to
represent him here in Congress.

John—or “Turk,” as he is known among his
friends and colleagues—is retiring after having
lent his skills and talents to the House of Rep-
resentatives for over three decades. He began
his career in January 1982 under House Clerk
Benjamin Guthrie as an Office Equipment At-
tendant for Office Equipment Services. After
working in the labor room and the House
drapery shop, John was promoted to Inventory
Control Clerk in 1987, where he was respon-
sible for the delivery, movement, and pickup of
equipment for House offices. He also assisted
with Congressional transitions, an arduous
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process entailing the physical movement of in-
ventory and systems for hundreds of Member
offices within a one-month timeframe.

Eager to learn and to help with other duties,
John was promoted in 2000, to the position of
Vendor Management Counselor for Office
Systems Management under the Chief Admin-
istrative Officer (CAQO). His assignments in-
cluded the payment of purchase orders for
equipment, supplies, and furniture for Mem-
bers, Committees, Officers, and support of-
fices of the House of Representatives. He
processed a large volume of payments swiftly
and formed long-lasting friendships with his
customers and coworkers. He offered his serv-
ices and expertise during each Congressional
transition by volunteering extra time to assist
with office moves.

John’s enthusiasm, experience, and re-
sources made him an invaluable asset to the
CAO organization, providing excellent cus-
tomer service to Members and staff. His out-
going personality, positive attitude, and sense
of humor have endeared him to many col-
leagues and friends. John greeted everyone
with a big smile and referred to his coworkers
as family. He shares his pride in serving the
House just as his late mother, Tillie Wright, did
during her illustrious forty-one year career in
the catering division of the House Restaurant
system.

| congratulate John and | ask my colleagues
to join me in thanking him for his distinguished
service to the House and the nation it serves.
| wish him and his family all the best as John
begins this new chapter in his life.

——————

SUNCOR ENERGY

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Suncor En-
ergy for receiving the 2014 Commerce City
Business of the Year Award.

The Business of the Year Award is given to
a company showing leadership within its in-
dustry and the community. Suncor’s refinery is
the only petroleum refinery in Colorado and
one of the largest refineries in the Rocky
Mountain region, employing 440 workers. It is
a major supplier of gasoline and diesel fuel
and is the state’s primary producer of asphalt.

This refinery is committed to invigorating the
community by volunteering and supporting
local organizations in Commerce City and in
the Denver metro area. Since 2003, Suncor
contributed more than $2.8 million to numer-
ous organizations directly serving the Com-
merce City community, including Boys & Girls
Clubs of Metro Denver and the Adams 14
Education Foundation.

| extend my deepest congratulations to the

Suncor Energy for this well-deserved recogni-
tion by Commerce City.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE SMARTER
APPROACH TO NUCLEAR EX-
PENDITURES (SANE) ACT OF 2015

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today | in-
troduce the Smarter Approach to Nuclear Ex-
penditures (SANE) Act of 2015, a bill that
would enable the U.S. to maintain a strong nu-
clear deterrent without shortchanging combat
readiness and operations.

The SANE Act would allow the U.S. to
adopt a more practical and stable nuclear de-
terrent, while at the same time reducing costs
and risks without compromising our security or
that of our allies. This is achieved by strategi-
cally sizing our nuclear weapons programs, all
while saving approximately $100 billion over
10 years and staying within the New START
Treaty warhead levels.

President Obama has committed to com-
pletely rebuilding all three legs of our nuclear
triad—strategic bombers, intercontinental bal-
listic missiles (ICBMs), and nuclear-armed
submarines (SLBMs). The SANE Act does not
challenge whether the United States should
maintain a triad. It does, however, inject fiscal
responsibility and strategic reality into the ad-
ministration’s nuclear weapons planning,
which many current and former officials have
acknowledged is unaffordable. For instance, in
2013 former Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, General James Cartwright, said of
U.S. nuclear weapons modernization plans,
“The challenge here is that we have to recapi-
talize all three legs [of the nuclear triad] and
we don’t have the money to do it.”

The Pentagon’s 2013 “Report on Nuclear
Employment Strategy of the United States”
declared “that we can ensure the security of
the United States and our Allies [and] partners
and maintain a strong and credible strategic
deterrent while safely pursuing up to a one-
third reduction in deployed nuclear weapons
from the level established in the New START
Treaty.” Other experts, including a commis-
sion chaired by former, General Cartwright,
said the U.S. could go even lower without
jeopardizing security.

Despite these facts, U.S. nuclear weapons
planning calls for spending $350 billion over
the next decade, according to the Congres-
sional Budget Office, and up to $1 trillion over
the next 30 years, to build a nuclear force that
will far exceed what the President, the Pen-
tagon, and security experts have said will be
needed to effectively deter a nuclear threat.
Such spending is not only problematic for tax-
payers concerned about fiscal responsibility,
but those deeply committed to strong and ca-
pable military.

Choosing to rebuild a nuclear triad with
such capacity excesses means choosing not
to invest in other areas. The recent National
Defense Panel report called these plans
“unaffordable” and a threat to “needed im-
provements in conventional forces.” Frank
Kendall, Under Secretary of Defense for Ac-
quisition, Technology and Logistics, has
echoed similar sentiments, stating in Decem-
ber 2014 that “[w]e’'ve got a big affordability
problem out there with those [nuclear mod-
ernization] programs.”

America must reconcile the facts: our De-
fense budget is already squeezed, a nuclear
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deterrent is irrelevant to current international
security challenges such as ISIS, the Ebola
virus in Africa or even Russian aggression in
Ukraine, and yet a nuclear deterrent is still a
national security imperative nonetheless. It's
time for the U.S. to procure what it needs, and
what it can afford.

The SANE Act deals with the coming fiscal
and strategic reality scaling back and limiting
new nuclear weapons programs now rather
than waiting for “disarmament by default.”

The SANE Act of 2015 is critical to securing
a nuclear deterrent without undercutting critical
investments in readiness and other essential
programs.

————

HONORING NANCY J. DINARDO FOR
HER OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP
AND COMMITMENT TO PUBLIC
SERVICE

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with deep
respect and deep admiration that | rise today
to pay tribute to an outstanding leader and my
dear friend, Nancy J. DiNardo. Tonight, family,
friends, and colleagues gather to express our
thanks and appreciation to Nancy as she
marks the end of her decade long tenure as
Chairman of Connecticut's State Democratic
Party. As the first woman to hold the office,
Nancy has shattered glass ceilings while her
tenacity and commitment has earned her re-
spect from Democratic and Republican polit-
ical leaders alike.

Nancy’s desire to give back to her commu-
nity led her to public service. She was first
elected to public office over forty years ago as
a member of the Trumbull Town Council and
she went on to serve on several other local
boards and commissions by both election and
appointment. Nancy has also served as the
local Chairperson of the Trumbull Democratic
Town Committee for thirty years. She dedi-
cated her professional career to education,
serving in the Bridgeport public school system
as a teacher, school psychologist, and later
Director of Psychological Services.

Central to Democrats ideology is our belief
that we, as individuals and as a society, are
greater together than we are on our own—that
our communities and our nation are most suc-
cessful when everyone gets a fair shot, when
everyone does their fair share, and when ev-
eryone plays by the same rules. Nancy’s dedi-
cation to these values led her to seek a more
active role in Connecticut's Democratic Party.
She sought and won election to the Con-
necticut Democratic State Central Committee
in 1998 and has been an active member ever
since, even serving as Finance Chair from
2002 to 2004.

In January of 2005, Nancy was the first
woman to be elected Chair in the history of
the Connecticut Democratic Party. She
brought a renewed focus to both the position
and the Party. She re-engaged local town
chairs and committees, created special cau-
cuses under the Party umbrella to ensure a
broader voice was being heard, and provided
new opportunities for younger people to get in-
volved. As Chair, Nancy supported candidates
on the municipal, state, and federal level—
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often spending a majority of the day criss-
crossing the state to attend events and func-
tions. Under her tenure, Democratic can-
didates enjoyed great success including bring-
ing an entirely Democratic federal delegation
to Washington and winning back the Gov-
ernor’s office after more than two decades.

Though Nancy stepped down from the
Chairmanship, she continues to remain in-
volved in the Democratic Party on both the
state and national level. Earlier this year, she
was unanimously elected Vice Chair of the
State Party and continues to serve on the
Democratic National Committee where she
has been elected twice to serve as Chair of
Eastern Regional Caucus and is a member of
the Executive Committee.

Nancy J. DiNardo left an indelible mark on
the office of State Party Chair and | could not
be more proud to stand today to pay tribute to
her remarkable dedication and extend my
heartfelt thanks for her outstanding public
service. |, like so many others, cannot thank
her enough for her continued friendship and
support. We are more than friends—we are
kindred spirits. | know that she will continue to
make a difference and wish her the best for
continued success in all of her good work.

—

HONORING MADELINE HOSKINS-
CUMBEY

HON. RANDY HULTGREN

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to congratulate and honor a young student
from lllinois’ 14th Congressional District who
has achieved national recognition for exem-
plary volunteer service to the community.
Madeline Hoskins-Cumbey of Oswego has
been named one of the top honorees in lllinois
by The 2015 Prudential Spirit of Community
Awards program, an annual honor conferred
on the most impressive student volunteers in
each state and the District of Columbia.

Ms. Madeline Hoskins-Cumbey is being rec-
ognized for founding a nonprofit organization,
along with her younger brother, that seeks to
engage young people in promoting healthy
eating, accessible clean water, and other es-
sentials for healthy living.

Given the challenges we face today, it is
vital that we encourage and support the kind
of selfless contributions that these young citi-
zens have made. Youth volunteers like Mad-
eline are inspiring examples to all of us, and
are among our brightest hopes for a better to-
morrow.

This youth program was created by Pruden-
tial Financial in partnership with the National
Association of Secondary School Principals in
1995 to impress upon all youth volunteers that
their contributions are critically important and
highly valued, and to inspire other young peo-
ple to follow their example.

Ms. Hoskins-Cumbey should be extremely
proud to have been singled out from the thou-
sands of dedicated volunteers who partici-
pated in this year’s program. | heartily applaud
Madeline for her initiative in seeking to make
our community a better place to live, and for
the positive impact she has had on the lives
of others. She has demonstrated a level of
commitment and accomplishment that is truly
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extraordinary in today’s world, and deserves
our sincere admiration and respect. Her ac-
tions show that young Americans can—and
do—play important roles in our communities,
and that America’s community spirit continues
to hold tremendous promise for the future.

RECOGNIZING DR. SPIRO SPIREAS

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Dr. Spiro Spireas, a local resident
who serves as the Chairman of the Board and
Chief Executive Officer of Sigmapharm Lab-
oratories. Dr. Spireas founded Sigmapharm
Laboratories in 2005. He is the inventor and
author of more than 70 international and do-
mestic patents and 200 scientific papers,
books, and other publications in the fields of
industrial pharmacy, biopharmaceutics, phar-
macokinetics, pharmaceutical technology and
analytical chemistry.

He holds Ph.D. and M.S. degrees in Phar-
maceutics and Industrial Pharmacy from St.
John’s University, and a B.S. in Pharmacy
from the Hellenic National University of Ath-
ens, Greece. Prior to forming Sigmapharm
Laboratories, Dr. Spireas served for 6 years
as the Vice President of Research and Devel-
opment for URL Pharma, Inc. At URL Pharma,
he developed various unique products includ-
ing Felodipine extended release tablets, which
remained for several years as the only mar-
keted generic equivalent to Astra Zeneca’s
Plendil ER tablets.

In addition, Dr. Spireas taught several grad-
uate and undergraduate courses of pharma-
ceutical sciences and conducted extensive re-
search producing more than 20 Ph.D. and
M.S. dissertations as a Professor of Pharmacy
and Pharmaceutical Technology at the Arnold
& Marie Schwartz College of Pharmacy of
Long Island University. Several of his graduate
students went on to work with Dr. Spireas at
Sigmapharm, and have helped shape the
company into what it is today. Dr. Spireas em-
bodies an entrepreneurial and innovative spirit
that is unmatched. His contributions to the
pharmaceutical industry are greatly admired
and appreciated by myself, and my constitu-
ents. Dr. Spireas has helped develop products
that save lives and keep us healthy, while
training a new, young, and eager workforce
ready to make contributions to the betterment
of society.

It is an honor and privilege to recognize Dr.
Spireas today. | wish him the best of luck in
his future endeavors.

—————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. PETER J. ROSKAM

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no.
128 due to a death in the family, | was unable
to make the vote on S.J. Res. 8. Had | been
present, | would have voted Yea.
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