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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
LAKOTA WEST GIRLS BASKET-
BALL TEAM

HON. JOHN A. BOEHNER

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Lakota West Girls Basketball
team in West Chester, Ohio.

On March 21, 2015, the Firebirds became
the 2015 OHSAA Division | State Basketball
Champions, defeating the Toledo Notre Dame
Eagles 44-38.

| commend all 14 members of the 2015
Firebird team for their hard-fought journey to
capture the school’s first women’s basketball
state title and the team’s 21st consecutive vic-
tory, setting a new Lakota school district
record.

A special congratulations goes to Lakota
West's coach, Andy Fishman. Coach Fishman
joined Lakota West as head coach when the
school first opened in 1997. Thank you Coach
Fishman for your dedication to the remarkable
athletes of Lakota West and for your leader-
ship to develop a top-notch program, that is
now the best in the state.

With my friends and neighbors in West
Chester and on behalf of the United States
House of Representatives, | applaud our Lady
Firebirds and the community of Lakota West
for their well-deserved victory.

HONORING THE CHUCK WAGON
GANG OF ODESSA

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Chuck Wagon Gang of Odessa,
Texas. This year, the Chuck Wagon Gang of
Odessa is celebrating their 75th anniversary!

The group was founded on March 5, 1940,
when thirty three local businessman came to-
gether to promote the good word and charity
of their beloved town with their BBQ. These
men modeled their new initiative off the chuck
wagon cooks that traveled the open cow trails
of Texas.

For 75 years, the Chuck Wagon Gang has
served as ambassadors for the Odessa com-
munity by dishing out their legendary BBQ to
millions of people worldwide with their re-
nowned “feeds”. Through the years, the gang
has served their amazing meals and love for
Odessa with presidents, members of Con-
gress, governors, foreign dignitaries, country
music stars, and famous athletes. This unique
gang has spent countless hours away from
their families, businesses, and homes to help
show the world why Odessa is so special.

Aside from promoting their adored city, the
Chuck Wagon Gang hosts many charitable ini-

tiatives throughout the nation. The gang has
hosted numerous “feeds” that have supported
programs that assist disabled children, vet-
erans, and many other non-profits.

The Chuck Wagon Gang has been the pre-
mier public relations representatives for Odes-
sa. The group has left a lasting impact wher-
ever they have catered. These 250 volunteers
of the Chuck Wagon Gang truly capture and
spread the essence of West Texas.

It is an honor to stand before the House
today to recognize the Chuck Wagon Gang of
Odessa for their seventy-five years of service.
| am proud to represent individuals who take
pride in their communities and promote the
qualities we value in West Texas.

ALYSSA GOMEZ

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Alyssa Gomez
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Alyssa Gomez
is an 8th grader at Wheat Ridge 5-8 and re-
ceived this award because her determination
and hard work have allowed her to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Alyssa
Gomez is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Alyssa Gomez for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

————

HONORING THE 36TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE TAIWAN RELA-
TIONS ACT

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker,
today, | would like to recognize an important
milestone in the United States relationship
with Taiwan.

On April 10, 1979, President Jimmy Carter
signed the Taiwan Relations Act. Since that
historic date, we have watched Taiwan con-
tribute greatly to international security. As you
know, Taiwan’s location makes it a key stra-
tegic security partner in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion. Relieving cross-strait tensions has been
a security priority of the United States, and |
am pleased that Taiwan has worked hard to

increase economic engagement with China in
an effort to ease tensions. These economic
engagements have gradually been working,
improving security and cooperation in the re-
gion. Additionally, Taiwan has been a close
partner in the United States counterterrorism
strategy, ensuring cargo is screened before
shipping to U.S. ports.

Throughout the past 36 years, Taiwan has
shown a willingness to cooperate and nego-
tiate with the U.S. to maintain our relationship.
Going forward, | hope we can continue this
important relationship, which benefits the citi-
zens and businesses in both the United States
and Taiwan.

HONORING U.S. ARMY CAPTAIN
JOSEPH GOURYEB

HON. THOMAS MacARTHUR

OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. MACARTHUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor a remarkable young man from my
district, U.S. Army Captain Joseph Gouryeb.
Captain Gouryeb is returning home to
Cinnaminson, New Jersey to spend time with
his family after a recent deployment to Af-
ghanistan, where he earned a Bronze Star. He
earned another Bronze Star during his deploy-
ment in Iraq.

Captain Gouryeb truly exemplifies the val-
ues that make not only a good soldier, but a
good citizen and a good man. After helping to
rescue four U.S. National Guard Soldiers who
fell off a bridge into water, Captain Gouryeb
was recognized by the Army and received one
of his two Army Medals of Commendation. He
certainly deserves these honors.

Welcome home, Captain Gouryeb, and
thank you for your service.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SCOTT H. PETERS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, on March 18,
2015 the House voted on final passage of
H.R. 1030 and | intended to vote “no” on roll-
call vote No. 125. | strongly oppose this bill
that undermines the Environmental Protection
Agency’s ability to use the best science avail-
able in carrying out its responsibility to protect
public health.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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CONGRATULATING PEGGY TROY
ON BECOMING CHAIR OF THE
CHILDREN’'S HOSPITAL ASSOCIA-
TION BOARD OF TRUSTEES

HON. REID J. RIBBLE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. RIBBLE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Ms. Peggy Troy, President and CEO of
Children’s Hospital Wisconsin, and to con-
gratulate her on becoming the chair of the
Children’s Hospital Association Board of Trust-
ees.

Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin is the re-
gion’s only independent health care system
dedicated solely to the health and well-being
of children. The hospital, with locations in Mil-
waukee and Neenah, serves the children of
the 8th Congressional District and is recog-
nized as one of the leading pediatric health
care centers in the United States. In fact, Chil-
dren’s Hospital is ranked fourth in the nation
by Parents magazine and ranked in nine spe-
cialty areas in U.S. News & World Report’s
2013-14 Best Children’s Hospitals report.

The Children’s Hospital Association rep-
resents more than 220 children’s hospitals and
is the voice of children’s hospitals nationally,
as well as the premier resource for pediatric
data and analytics driving clinical and oper-
ational performance of member hospitals.

Peggy’s more than 40 years in health care,
including working on the front lines as a bed-
side nurse and in a variety of hospital leader-
ship positions, make her an ideal person to
lead the Association’s board. | have had the
pleasure of working with Peggy over the years
and am always impressed with her commit-
ment to keeping the needs of kids at the cen-
ter of every action. This is exemplified by the
hospital’s mission that children deserve the
best.

Congress will consider many policies this
year to ensure that our health system is struc-
tured to provide high quality, cost effective
care. | look forward to working with Ms. Troy,
and the rest of the children’s hospital commu-
nity, to advance policies to improve the health
of our nation’s kids.

———

ROCKY MOUNTAIN RECYCLING,
INC.

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Rocky Moun-
tain Recycling, Inc. for receiving the 2014
Commerce City Pam Downs Lilac Award for
Leadership.

The Pam Downs Lilac Award for Leadership
honors businesses or individuals that have
been a catalyst toward economic vitality in
Commerce City through creative leadership,
innovation, facilitation, collaboration or through
contribution of resources. Rocky Mountain Re-
cycling buys and recycles all scrap metals and
ferrous metals. The owners of Rocky Mountain
Recycling have made significant investment
into the community in recent years as the
business has grown. In addition to investing in
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the business, the company also invests in the
community, annually providing a $20,000
scholarship for a graduate of Adams City High
School.

| extend my deepest congratulations to the
Rocky Mountain Recycling for this well-de-
served recognition by Commerce City.

———

CONGRATULATING SHERIFF
THOMAS TEMPLETON

HON. ADAM KINZINGER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. KINZINGER of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Sheriff Thomas J.
Templeton who was recently elected President
of the lllinois Sheriffs’ Association and will be
sworn in to his new position on March 30,
2015.

Sheriff Templeton has served his community
for decades, beginning his service at the La-
Salle County Sheriff's Office as a Deputy in
1973 following his service in the United States
Air Force. He was named the lllinois State Bar
Association’s Law Enforcement Officer of the
Year in both 1996 and 2005. Throughout his
career, Tom’s exemplary service has been
recognized by the Ottawa Jaycees, the DEA,
and the Police Hall of Fame, among many
others. In addition, Sheriff Templeton has
taken it upon himself to educate the next gen-
eration of lllinois law enforcement, both as an
instructor at the lllinois Valley Law Enforce-
ment Commission and lllinois Valley Commu-
nity College.

It is not surprising given Sheriff Templeton’s
admirable and dedicated years of service that
he would be selected by over one hundred of
his peers to serve as the President of the llli-
nois Sheriffs’ Association. Founded in 1928,
this non-profit was designed to improve com-
munication and cooperation among Sheriffs,
and has since expanded to offer extensive
professional training and development for all
the Sheriffs and their teams serving through-
out lllinois.

Today, | am honored to join with the LaSalle
County Sheriff's Department, the lllinois Sher-
iffs’ Association, and all of Tom’s family and
friends in expressing my sincere thanks for the
hard work and dedication Sheriff Templeton
has shown throughout his long career in public
service. Without question, to be chosen by his
equally accomplished and committed peers in
the lllinois Sheriffs’ Association speaks vol-
umes about Tom’s personal character, pas-
sion for serving his community, and ability to
lead.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 16th District of
lllinois, | wish to express our sincere thanks
for all of the work Sheriff Templeton and all
the members of the lllinois Sheriffs’ Associa-
tion have done to keep our families and com-
munities safe. | congratulate Sheriff Thomas
Templeton on his well-deserved leadership po-
sition.

March 23, 2015

COMMEMORATING THE 36TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE TAIWAN RELA-
TIONS ACT

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
mark the 36th anniversary of the Taiwan Rela-
tions Act and recognize the long-standing
U.S.-Taiwan relationship. On April 10, 1979,
President Jimmy Carter signed TRA and it has
served to define the relationship that the
United States has shared with Taiwan ever
since.

Since the signing of the Taiwan Relations
Act, we as a nation have supported the Tai-
wanese efforts over the last three and a half
decades by fostering commercial exchange.
Over that time, Taiwan has grown to become
a significant security and trading partner to the
United States. It is critical that we continue to
explore the beneficial connections between
our nations and work to promote it at every
opportunity.

Taiwan continues to be an economic power-
house in the Asia Pacific and a beacon of de-
mocracy. The United States recognizes Tai-
wan’s unfailing determination to promote a
free and fair democratic society. However, be-
cause of Taiwan’s ambiguous international
status they have been left out of many inter-
national organizations that the rest of the
world uses to make global decisions. | believe
that if allowed to participate more fully, Taiwan
would be a valuable asset to organizations
such as the World Health Organization
(WHO).

Taiwan has already contributed significantly
to humanitarian relief worldwide. In 2013, they
provide shelters and supply to refuges in Jor-
dan and Iraq. In 2014, they donated supplies
and money to help treat Ebola in West Africa.
Those are just a couple of examples in a long
list of humanitarian work by Taiwan, all without
being fully allowed to join international organi-
zations.

In the coming years, | hope that Taiwan’s
hard work and contributions will be rewarded
with a place in the global conversation. | hope
we can continue to strengthen our unique rela-
tionship with Taiwan and its people.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF MAIME
ERNA STRIEBER SHEPPERD

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Maime Erna Strieber
Shepperd. Maime passed away in January,
just weeks after celebrating her ninety-seventh
birthday.

Bright from a young age, Maime graduated
high school as class valedictorian at the age
of fifteen and enrolled in the University of
Texas at Austin Journalism School. It was at
the University of Texas where she met her
husband of 51 years, the late John Ben
Shepperd. They were married shortly after her
graduation.

Maime and John raised four children to-
gether, living in both Austin and Odessa
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