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recall the words of that University’s motto:
“Whatever limitations may trammel inquiry
elsewhere, we believe that the great State
University of Wisconsin should encourage the
continual sifting and winnowing by which alone
the truth can be found.” Dr. Timothy Snyder
and his associates surely live those words.
Congratulations! Onward truth. Onward liberty.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 8, 2015

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr. Speaker, on
January 6, 2015, due to weather, | was un-
avoidably detained and missed recorded votes
#1-2. Had | been present, on rollcall #1
(Quorum Call), | would have voted present
and on rollcall #2, | would have voted for
NANCY PELOSI for Speaker of the House.

——————

REDESIGNATION OF THE 209TH
SPECIAL OPERATIONS CIVIL EN-
GINEER SQUADRON

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZ0

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 8, 2015

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of
the United States Congress and as a fellow
member of the Mississippi National Guard, it is
my pleasure to welcome and congratulate the
brave men and women of the 209th Civil Engi-
neer Squadron. The airmen who stand before
you today are unique professionals who have
answered the nation’s call to support and de-
fend our great nation and state. Today’s cere-
mony truly represents the next chapter in a
storied legacy of “Americans at their best.”

Since 1969, the 209th Civilian Engineer
Squadron has served our State with honor
and distinction and for more than a decade,
worked shoulder-to-shoulder with the Special
Operations community. These airmen have
provided world class support services and civil
engineering teams during crisis response op-
erations all around the globe. Today’s redesig-
nation ceremony officially recognizes your
skills, talents and esprit de corps . . . the hall-
mark of the Special Operations community.

As the new colors are uncased, you will
carry on a long lineage of Special Operations
units, who for nearly a century have operated
at the tip of the spear and in harm’s way. Most
recently, our special operators have played
key roles in Operations Iraqi Freedom and En-
during Freedom, as well as provided signifi-
cant efforts toward humanitarian operations in
Africa and counter-narcotics missions in South
America. Within our own shores, National
Guard Special Forces have responded to the
devastating effects of natural disasters, pro-
viding unique resources and personal commit-
ment to aid their fellow Americans.

I'd like to send a special thanks to our mili-
tary families. The preparedness of our airmen
is only possible through the loving support of
our immediate and extended families, who
keep our households running during the un-
certainty of deployments.

Congratulations again to our unit leaders
and airmen! As we look toward the future, the
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world isn’t getting any safer. Your skills, tal-
ents, will remain in high demand. Through per-
severance, hard work and training, the 209th
Special Operations Civil Engineer Squadron
will remain ready, strategically mobile and
postured to respond to crisis at home and
abroad.

———

HONORING MARQUITA DEAN
SODREL

HON. LUKE MESSER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 8, 2015

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Marquita Dean Sodrel, a lov-
ing mother and the wife of my friend, former
Congressman Mike Sodrel.

Marquita, who was known as Keta by her
friends and family, was a devoted wife to her
husband of 47 years, Mike. Together, they
had two children and seven granddaughters.
Keta enjoyed a family centered life. Although
she worked hard as a Corporate Secretary at
her family business, Keta considered her main
job to be a loving wife, mother, and grand-
mother. Keta was a woman of strong faith.
Wherever she traveled and worked, Keta al-
ways said that she was, “working for the
Lord.”

Keta was also an important partner to her
husband Mike’s service in Congress. In every
sense, they served the people of Indiana’s 9th
Congressional District together.

Keta was a remarkable woman who will be
missed by all of those whose lives she has
touched. Today, It is my privilege to honor the
life of Marquita Dean Sodrel.

———

IN HONOR OF JOSEPH ‘‘JOJO
BENSON” HEWELL

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 8, 2015

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
with a heavy heart and solemn remembrance
that | rise today to pay tribute to a great man,
legendary musician and dear friend, Mr. Jo-
seph “JoJo Benson” Hewell. Sadly, JoJo
passed away on Tuesday, December 23,
2014. A home-going celebration was held in
his honor on Saturday, January 3, 2015 at
1:00 p.m. at the Occasions Event Center in
Columbus, Georgia.

JoJo was born in Phenix City, Alabama
where he attended Mother Mary Mission
School. He and his brothers, Gene and Fletch-
er, were gifted with musical talents which they
shared performing together across the Colum-
bus area. But JoJo was destined for greatness
and he rose to become an incredibly well-
known and adored American blues and soul
singer with a distinctive style.

JoJo was a passionate and dedicated artist
who captured the hearts of hundreds of fans
with his duets with Peggy Scott. Their best
hits made it to the Billboard charts and even-
tually became gold records. The hit “Pickin’
Wild Mountain Berries” was also nominated
for a Grammy. For over 40 years, JoJo
worked to accomplish his dream of making his
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music heard all around the world. His music
traveled across nations delighting the ears of
many fans of different backgrounds, and he
became known as a great International Re-
cording Artist.

In 2004, JoJo was inducted into the Ala-
bama Music Hall of Fame for his wondrous
musical talent. He was also elected to become
Ambassador of Music in Columbus, Georgia.
Throughout his life, he continued to receive
honors and accolades as he became a suc-
cessful entrepreneur while still recording music
and performing shows.

JoJo was also an avid golfer. He loved the
game and his life in many ways reflected it.
On the front nine, he always managed to land
in the fairway, with long beautiful drives, great
approach shots, excellent chips, solid putts
and thunderous cheers from the gallery. On
the back nine, he struggled not to land out of
bounds, to get back to the fairway, to avoid
the hazards and to reach the greens—with
loud groans from some in the gallery. But he
did not pick up his ball and quit! He kept his
pride, never gave up and continued planning
his next shot and his next big show!

As a man, JoJo was charming and his silver
tongue and flamboyant persona melted the
hearts of countless ladies who found them-
selves overcome and taken by his infectious
charisma. But watch out! If you crossed him,
that same tongue using the most acid invec-
tive and most colorful expletives could inflict a
sharp and cutting tongue lashing—an old fash-
ioned “cussing out!”

Jodo is survived by his children, Joseph
Hewell, Jr., Gregory Henley, Dionne Henley,
Collette McCoy, and Josette McCoy; a host of
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, nieces,
and nephews; siblings, Walter Gene Hewell,
Vera Harris, Windon Harris, Litton Harris, Rita
Harris, Lois Hewell Hall, Sherwood Hewell,
Jessie Hewell, Michael Hewell, Danny Hewell,
and Carl Stevens; lifelong companion Angela
McCoy; lifelong friend Shirley Sturgis; and
many, many friends.

JoJo loved life and lived it to the fullest. He
was my friend and he touched all of our lives
in ways we will never forget. JoJo’s legacy will
live on in the spirit of his children and many
stories and anecdotes will be enjoyed by his
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, nieces,
and nephews. JoJo’s eleven siblings and
many friends will always recount the joy of
knowing, loving, and sharing the life of such a
unique and accomplished man.

Mr. Speaker, my wife Vivian and |, along
with the more than 700,000 residents of Geor-
gia’s Second Congressional District and ador-
ing fans across the world, continue to enjoy
and cherish JoJo Benson’s remarkable musi-
cal achievements. | ask my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to join us in extend-
ing our deepest sympathies to JoJo’s family,
friends and loved ones during this difficult
time. We pray that they will be consoled and
comforted by an abiding faith and the Holy
Spirit in the days, weeks and months ahead.

————

HONORING MRS. LAURA ROSS
BROWN

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 8, 2015

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today with my
colleagues, Congressman ROBERT C. “BOBBY”




January 8, 2015

ScoTT and Congressman CHARLIE RANGEL, to
honor the extraordinary life of Mrs. Laura Ross
Brown. Mrs. Laura Ross Brown was a beloved
mother, daughter, wife and friend. With her
passing on December 17, we look to Mrs.
Brown’s personal legacy of leadership, serv-
ice, and the outstanding quality of her life’s
work.

Mrs. Laura Ross Brown was born on April
28, 1932 and raised in Sacramento, CA. She
was a mother of four, a former Air Force wife,
a mentor and our friend. Mrs. Brown dedicated
her life to community service and social activ-
ism and was known as a consummate fund-
raiser. She formerly served as the national
fundraiser for Links, Inc., and dedicated much
of her time to supporting political campaigns,
serving as a member of the financial commit-
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tees of the campaigns for former Congress-
man Ronald V. Dellums, Reverend Jesse L.
Jackson’s 1984 presidential race and Marion
Barry’s mayoral race.

In addition to her community service and
political involvement, Mrs. Brown also led a
successful and long career as a real estate
agent in Alexandria, VA, where she assisted
military officers and political officials relocating
to the Washington Metro area. She later ex-
panded her business ventures by starting a fi-
nancial advisory and investment company, as
well as offering political consulting and fund-
raising services. Her success was highlighted
on the Oprah Winfrey Show.

We have many fond memories of Laura. As
a former member of Congressman Ron Del-
lums’ staff, | had the opportunity to work with
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Laura on many events. Her focus, diligence
and commitment to completing any project
demonstrated her ability to overcome any
challenge in life. She always supported the
men and women she believed in throughout
her life, including myself. Even during her
health challenges, she was upbeat and loved
to be around family and friends.

Mr. Speaker, we are pleased to honor the
life of Mrs. Laura Ross Brown. Her dedication
and community service has had a great im-
pact on my life and the lives of many others.
For Laura’s friendship and love, we are deeply
grateful. Our thoughts and prayers are with
Laura’s wonderful family. We will deeply miss
her, as she was a beautiful African American
woman who lived an incredible life to the full-
est.
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