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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

TRIBUTE TO WADSWORTH, OHIO

HON. JAMES B. RENACCI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 17, 2015

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a city | am proud to call home: Wads-
worth, Ohio.

This past year, Wadsworth celebrated its bi-
centennial. It was an opportunity to reflect on
how far our city has come and how much we
can achieve in the years ahead.

Founded in 1814, the city was named after
Elijah Wadsworth, a Revolutionary War hero.
Though he never lived in Wadsworth, he was
an active member of his community and
served as the postmaster, sheriff, and the
commander of the 4th Division State Militia.
He led by example and showed us just how
important it is to give back to a community
that has given you so much.

Wadsworth is important to me not only be-
cause it's where | have called home for more
than 30 years, it's also where | raised my
three children. That is why, over a span of 18
years, | served the city in capacities as a vol-
unteer firefighter, a member of the Board of
Zoning appeals, a member of the Planning
Commission, president of the city council, and
as mayor.

Now, as a member of the U.S. House of
Representatives, | am working on behalf of the
people of Wadsworth and Ohio’s 16th District
to encourage economic growth in our region
and solutions that hold the promise of a bright-
er future.

President Lincoln once said, “The best way
to predict the future is to create it.” | came to
Washington to fight to pass on a better Amer-
ica with more opportunities to our children and
grandchildren, and each day | work toward
that goal.

————

RECOGNIZING 100TH EAGLE SCOUT
OF TROOP 67

HON. REID J. RIBBLE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 17, 2015

Mr. RIBBLE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the efforts of Patrick McCormick.
Mr. McCormick has selflessly dedicated much
of his life to Boy Scout Troop 67. Since found-
ing the Troop in 1966, Mr. McCormick has
mentored 100 Eagle Scouts. An Eagle Scout
himself, Mr. McCormick is a role model for
each and every member of Boy Scout Troop
67.

| need not go into detail of the importance
Eagle Scouts have played in our country’s his-
tory with men such as Neil Armstrong and
President Gerald Ford. Under the leadership
of Patrick McCormick, Troop 67 has ten Eagle
Scouts whom are veterans of the United
States of America’s Armed Forces. One is a

Boy Scouts of America District Scout Execu-
tive, one is a minister, thirty-two Scouts that
have earned their Eagle Scout Award are now
registered as Assistant Scoutmasters and
twenty-five have earned their Eagle Scout
Palms. The Eagle Scouts, throughout their
community service, have identified projects
and built the necessary relationships to move
those projects forward. These Eagle projects
enhance the communities in which they are
performed, and provide a road map of encour-
agement to the scouts that follow in their foot-
steps.

I commend Mr. McCormick for his many
years of service, dedication and mentorship to
the young men of this nation. It is men like Mr.
McCormick that inspire and engage the youth
of our country to grow and do great things.

———————

IN MEMORIAM OF CONGRESSMAN
DONALD “DON’ HOLST CLAUSEN

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 17, 2015

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | honor the
memory of former Congressman Donald
“Don” Holst Clausen, who passed away on
February 7, 2015, at the age of 91. Mr. Clau-
sen, a native of Humboldt County, California
attended several colleges, including St. Mary’s
College. From there, he joined the V5 Naval
Aviation Cadet Program and enlisted in World
War Il. His service in aviation during the war
carried over to starting a flight school and am-
bulance service at the Del Norte airport.

Mr. Clausen served on the Del Norte Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors from 1955 to 1962.
He was elected to Congress in 1963 following
the death of Congressman Clement Woodnutt
Miller. During his time in the U.S. House of
Representatives, he worked on the formation
and expansion of Redwood National Park, and
was an ardent supporter of the Klamath, Eel
and Russian Rivers. He also worked to estab-
lish a 200-mile fishing boundary to prevent the
exploitation of ocean fisheries by foreign
fleets.

Following his defeat for reelection in 1982,
Mr. Clausen was appointed by President Ron-
ald Reagan to be director of special projects
for the Federal Aviation Administration, in
which he served until 1990.

It is with deep respect that we mourn the
passing of Mr. Don Clausen and extend con-
dolences to his daughters Dawn Marie
Baumgartner and Bev Mendenhall. His pres-
ence will be sorely missed.

HONORING MR. WILLIE THOMAS
GRAY

HON. BRADLEY BYRNE

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 17, 2015

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize a great community leader, Mr. Willie
Thomas Gray.

Mr. Gray is a native of the Citronelle area in
north Mobile County, where he graduated from
Citronelle High School. He is the owner and
publisher of two weekly newspapers in the
area: The Call News and the Washington
County News. Under his leadership, the pa-
pers have consistently received various press
association awards. He is also an active mem-
ber of the Alabama Press Association and the
National Newspaper Association.

After his local chamber of commerce went
inactive a number of years ago, Willie Gray
stepped up to the plate. He arranged meetings
of local business, civic, church, and education
leaders to promote the continuation of civic in-
volvement and formed the Citronelle Business
Association. Today, Mr. Gray remains active in
economic development efforts in the commu-
nity. His work has included the execution of a
professional study, including following-up on
the results and planning for development
based on its findings.

Mr. Gray has also taken an active role in
the betterment of the north Mobile County
schools. As a foremost advocate for edu-
cation, he worked with the Mobile County Pub-
lic School System to move ahead with con-
struction of a new Citronelle High School and
Calcedeaver Elementary School and an exten-
sive renovation of historic Rosa A. Lott Middle
School. The renovations and new construc-
tions were critical, as some of the buildings
were over 100 years old.

Mr. Speaker, we need more people like
Willie Gray in our nation. His commitment to
the local schools, businesses, and civic orga-
nizations serves as a bright example of com-
munity involvement. | look forward to a contin-
ued partnership with Mr. Gray as we work to-
wards the common goal of making Southwest
Alabama a better place to live, work, and raise
a family.

IN SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF THE

CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO ON
BEING NAMED THE 2014 TOP
MICROPOLITAN COMMUNITY IN
THE UNITED STATES

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, March 17, 2015

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my great
pleasure to recognize the City of Findlay,
which is located in Ohio’s Fifth Congressional
District. Findlay was recently named the 2014
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Top Micropolitan Community in the United
States by Site Selection magazine, the official
publication of the Global FDI Association and
the Industrial Asset Management Council.

The magazine ranked 576 of the nation’s
micropolitan areas, cities with populations
ranging from 10,000 to 50,000 that cover at
least one county. While Findlay has ranked
well for many years, placing fourth in 2013,
this is the first time the city has topped the list.

The City of Findlay has focused its efforts
on economic development within the commu-
nity, and this year’s recognition is a testament
to the collaboration among local, county and
state leaders, the Findlay-Hancock County
Economic Development office and the city’s
community partners. Their efforts continue to
make Findlay a great place to live, work, and
raise a family. Findlay’s future remains bright
for the years to come.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating the City of Findlay, Ohio, on
being named the 2014 Top Micropolitan Com-
munity in the United States. | am extremely
proud of the growth and investment that have
occurred in Findlay over the past year, and
am excited about the potential this develop-
ment brings to the city’s residents and busi-
nesses who are proud to call Findlay home.

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF MR.
ALEXANDER E. “AL” TEODOSIO

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 17, 2015

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to remember the life of Mr. Alexander E. “Al”
Teodosio, 90, who passed away on Tuesday,
February 10, in the presence of his loving
family.

Al dedicated his life to spending time with
his family and friends, showing compassion to
others, and while serving his country in the
armed forces. Al honorably served during
World War Il as a Private First Class in the
Army Air Corps Squadron in the Pacific The-
ater and demonstrated tremendous strength
and courage throughout his tenure. After his
service Al returned to the states and became
a widely respected attorney and practiced for
many years in the city of Akron, Ohio with his
late brother, Ernie. In 1950, Al married the
love of his life Anna and the two shared over
64 years of love and happiness together. Re-
gardless of his official title, Al aimed to make
his community a better place to call home;
and he undoubtedly succeeded. From 1976 to
1990, he served as Chairman of the Summit
County Democratic Party, and made it a pri-
ority to inspire and mentor other local public
servants.

Al was preceded in death by his loving par-
ents; dear siblings; son, Alan; and grand-
daughter, Andrea. He is survived by his loving
wife Anna Marie; children, Mary Anne, Thom-
as, Carol Anne, Robert, Alex; grandchildren,
Christine, Kathleen, Joseph, Christopher,
David, Lexi, Nicholas, Joseph, Ellen, and
Alice. Perhaps the most fitting tribute to Al
was written by his own children commemo-
rating the Teodosio’s 60th wedding anniver-
sary in 2010. “Thank you mom and dad,” it
read, “for teaching us the meaning of love,
commitment, and family.” My dear friend Al
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helped to make the world a brighter place and
he will be dearly missed.

———
A TRIBUTE TO SANDRA
CARAVELLA—28TH CONGRES-

SIONAL DISTRICT WOMAN OF
THE YEAR

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 17, 2015

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year,
we pay special tribute to the contributions and
sacrifices made by our nation’s women. It is
an honor to pay homage to outstanding
women who are making a difference in my
Congressional District. | would like to recog-
nize a remarkable woman, Sandra Caravella
of Atwater Village, a unique neighborhood in
Los Angeles, California.

Born and raised in the Atwater Village area
of Los Angeles, Ms. Caravella attended
Atwater Elementary School, Irving Junior High
School and John Marshall High School. With
the exception of a few years when she and
her husband, Joe, also an Atwater Village na-
tive, resided in Michigan, Sandra has been a
lifetime resident of Atwater Village, where she
and Joe raised their family. While a young
mother, Sandra volunteered at her sons’
school, Atwater Avenue Elementary School as
a teacher’s aide, and became involved in the
Parent Teacher Association. When her young-
est son was six years old, she took a part time
job at the Los Angeles Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau working as a registration super-
visor at conventions, seminars and trade
shows, where she remained for over two dec-
ades.

Well regarded in her community, Ms.
Caravella is a passionate and dedicated vol-
unteer. She is a founding member and current
Board member of the Friends of Atwater Vil-
lage (FAV), whose first venture was to suc-
cessfully save the historic Van de Kamp Bak-
ery building. As a FAV Board member, Sandra
has been instrumental in attaining grants for
community beautification projects that include
murals illustrating the area’s history, flower
containers, and a decorative gate at the Los
Angeles River and Acresite Street. With three
other FAV Board members, she produced cal-
endars featuring local history and a book enti-
tled: Images of America: Atwater Village. Ms.
Caravella is a member of the Atwater Village
Chamber of Commerce, was the chamber’s
project manager of the sign committee, and
serves on the Tree Lighting and River Com-
mittees for the Atwater Village Neighborhood
Council.

Married for nearly half a century, Sandra
and her husband, Joe, have two sons, Jeff
and Brian, two grandsons, Vincenzo and Nico,
all of whom live in Atwater Village.

| ask all Members to join me in honoring an

exceptional woman of California’s 28th Con-
gressional District, Sandra Caravella.

March 17, 2015
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MARK SANFORD

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 17, 2015

Mr. SANFORD. Mr. Speaker, | was absent
for votes on Tuesday, March 17, 2015, due to
my attendance at the funeral of my close
friend, John Rainey. By any account he lived
an extraordinary life based on the lives he
touched, the difference he made and the de-
gree to which he was a great friend to all
those blessed to call him just that. | was one
of those so fortunate, and accordingly | will
miss him dearly. Had | been present, | would
have voted in the following manner:

Roll call no. 116: Previous Question on H.
Res. 138—Rule providing for consideration of
H.R. 1029—EPA Science Advisory Board Re-
form Act of 2015 and consideration of H.R.
1030—Secret Science Reform Act of 2015:
Yea

Roll call no. 117: Rule providing for consid-
eration of H.R. 1029—EPA Science Advisory
Board Reform Act of 2015 and consideration
of H.R. 1030—Secret Science Reform Act of
2015: Yea

Roll call no. 118: H.R. 1191—Protecting
Volunteer Firefighters and Emergency Re-
sponders Act: Yea

Roll call no. 119: McKinley Amendment:
Yea

Roll call no. 120: Motion to recommit H.R.
1029 with instructions: Nay

Roll call no. 121: H.R. 1029—EPA Science
Advisory Board Reform Act of 2015: Yea

———

THE BATTLE WAGES ON: SECUR-
ING EQUAL VOTING RIGHTS IN
THE UNITED STATES

SPEECH OF

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 16, 2015

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, this year, we celebrate the 50th
Anniversary of the Voting Rights Act of 1965.
It is an historic piece of legislation that was
signed with the pride, humility and blood of
brave men and women whose courage has
watered the soil of our nation’s democracy.
For decades, it has been revered as a pillar of
America’s transformative society. It rep-
resented the promise of our forefathers.

Yet, fifty years after its passage, the laws’
promises are unfulfilled. And, reflective of the
nation’s climate during the civil rights era, we
are witnessing divisive political forces rally to
resurrect the abhorrent practices of racial dis-
crimination and disenfranchisement.

Fifty years after the passage of the Voting
Rights Act, minorities across the country are
fighting against state voter i.d. laws for the
right to vote. Despite the Supreme Court’s er-
roneous holding that “[oJur country has
changed,” and there is no longer a need for
federal preclearance for changes in voting
laws, minorities are facing increased barriers
to the ballot box.

While there have certainly been great
progress, we still have a long way to go. In
the 1960’s, our nation was marked by mo-
ments of crises, war, poverty and mass social
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