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sector’s input with a Request for Information
on how to make better use of several acres of
land now devoted to parking. The Director
successfully completed a new round of wage
agreements with GPO’s employee unions, pru-
dently setting future wage increases at the
rate proposed by the President and Congress
for all other federal civil-service employees. In
addition, a successful employee buy-out con-
ducted last year will improve the agency’s fi-
nancial condition. | am greatly encouraged by
the Director's eagerness to work constructively
with her earnest and talented Inspector Gen-
eral, Michael Raponi, and to incorporate his
valuable recommendations into her strategic
planning.

Mr. Speaker, | urge all Members to join in
congratulating the Government Publishing Of-
fice on the agency’s 154th birthday. | thank Di-
rector Vance-Cooks and her dedicated work-
force for their extraordinary service to this
country and wish them well in the years
ahead.

60TH ANNIVERSARY OF HEXAGON

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 4, 2015

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask the House of Representatives to join me
in celebrating the 60th anniversary of Hex-
agon, the only original musical satirical com-
edy revue in the nation’s capital. With its mul-
tiple honors, Hexagon continues to serve the
District of Columbia, both with entertainment
and service by donating the proceeds of each
show to a different charity in the District each
year.

Hexagon was founded in 1955 by a group
of young Washingtonians seeking a way to
have “pure fun and nonsense.” The group
started out writing songs and parodies for the
show “Meet the Beep,” which ran for five per-
formances at the Holton-Arms School in the
spring of 1956. The comedy troupe started
earning a profit and earned $3,500, which they
donated to local charities. Even though the
group was not founded as a charitable organi-
zation, it has donated $3.5 million to more
than 40 organizations since its inception. Due
to a lack of funds in 2008, Hexagon, unfortu-
nately, had to move out of the District into a
venue nearby in Montgomery County, Mary-
land, but | am proud to say that after seven
years, Hexagon is back in the District, and will
be performing at Wilson High School in
Tenleytown.

Hexagon has been honored with a number
of distinguished awards, including the Presi-
dential Medal of “Distinguished Service” from
President Ronald Reagan in 1987. In 1992,
Hexagon was given the honor of becoming
Washingtonian of the Year for its contributions
to the community and area charities. Hexagon
was one of the first organizations to be recog-
nized with this award.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in celebrating the 60th anni-
versary of Hexagon, and in wishing the group
success in continuing its proud legacy in the
nation’s capital.
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HONORING THE LIFE OF LT.
COLONEL GERALD K. CARMAN

HON. ANDY BARR

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 4, 2015

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to take
this moment to celebrate the life, and note the
passing of Lt. Colonel Gerald K. Carman of
the United States Air Force.

Lt. Colonel Carman passed away sur-
rounded by his family in Duluth, Georgia on
August 7, 2014 at the age of 51. Lt. Colonel
Carman is survived by his wife of 25 years,
Dawn Murto Carman and his two sons: Bradly
and Alexander.

Lt. Colonel Carman is a fellow graduate
from Tates Creek High School in Lexington,
Kentucky. He earned his Bachelor’s from the
University of Kentucky and his Masters de-
gree from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical Univer-
sity.

Soon after graduating, Lt. Colonel Carman
joined the military and was commissioned as
an officer in the United States Air Force. He
later became a member of 962d Airborne Air
Control Squadron (AACS) based at Elmendorf
Air Force Base, Anchorage, Alaska as an In-
structor Pilot flying the E-3 Airborne Warning
and Control Systems (AWACS) aircraft.

Lt. Colonel Carman then joined the 168th
Air Refueling Wing based in Eielson AFB,
Fairbanks, Alaska as an Instructor Pilot flying
the KC-135 Stratotanker with the Alaska Air
National Guard. He served a total of 26 years
as an officer with our nation’s Armed Services.

Lt. Colonel Carman’s passion for flying and
love for aviation continued well past his Air
Force career. He was a successful commer-
cial pilot for two of our nation’s major airlines:
Northwest and Delta.

We grieve the loss of this great American,
but we also celebrate and honor his life and
his service. Lt. Colonel Carman embodied the
best of America’s ideals, values, and work
ethic. He also personified what it meant to be
free by pursuing his dreams and teaching oth-
ers the art and love of American aviation.

Because of Lt. Colonel Carman’s service to
our nation, American freedoms are protected
for future generations. He was truly an out-
standing American and an inspiration to us all.

————

CELEBRATING THE ACHIEVEMENT
OF RICHARD MILLER

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 4, 2015

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Richard Miller of Cheshire, Connecticut.

On February 26, 2015, Mr. Miller received
the Special Lifetime Achievement Award from
the Cheshire Chamber of Commerce.

He is 102 years old, and he has literally de-
voted a lifetime to the Cheshire community.

As a young man, Mr. Miller began his serv-
ice in World War Il. After four years in the
Army, he was discharged with the rank of
major.

When he returned to Cheshire, Mr. Miller's
service did not cease. He served on various
municipal boards including the Cheshire
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School Board, the Police Commission, the
Senior Center Board of Directors, and the Be-
atification Commission.

Mr. Miller also volunteered with numerous
civic organizations such as the Rotary Club
where he was a member for almost 70 years.
He established the Cheshire Food Drive, and
raised funds for countless charitable organiza-
tions.

He also headed the town commission that
designed, funded, and constructed a Veterans
Memorial Plaza in front of Cheshire’s Town
Hall.

For all of these contributions and more, Mr.
Miller will receive the Special Lifetime
Achievement Award at the Cheshire Cham-
ber's annual awards dinner. | wish to offer my
congratulations to him for this impressive
achievement and my thanks for all he has
done for my hometown of Cheshire.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JASON SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 4, 2015

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, on roll
call no. 109, | was absent attending Auditor
Tom Schweich’s funeral in the State of Mis-
souri. Had | been present, | would have voted
“nay.”

KAYCE WELCH
HON. JOHN RATCLIFFE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 4, 2015

Mr. RATCLIFFE. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to congratulate and honor a young student
from my district who has achieved national
recognition for exemplary volunteer service in
her community. Kayce Welch of Texarkana
has just been named one of the top honorees
in Texas by the 2015 Prudential Spirit of Com-
munity Awards program, an annual honor con-
ferred on the most impressive student volun-
teers in each state and the District of Colum-
bia.

Ms. Kayce Welch is being recognized for
creating the “One of a Kind” project to help
raise funds and awareness of juvenile diabe-
tes, the disease she was diagnosed with at
age 11, and so far raised $3,000 through a
charity walk to support a summer camp for
children with diabetes. Ms. Welch is currently
planning a “One of a Kind Gala for Diabetes,”
to be held in the spring of 2015, which she
hopes will raise at least $30,000 to help fund
research into a cure.

Given the challenges we face today, it is
vital that we encourage and support the kind
of selfless contributions that these young citi-
zens have made. Youth volunteers like Ms.
Welch are inspiring examples to all of us, and
are among our brightest hopes for a better to-
morrow.

The program that brought this young role
model to our attention—The Prudential Spirit
of Community Awards—was created by Pru-
dential Financial in partnership with the Na-
tional Association of Secondary School Prin-
cipals in 1995 to impress upon all youth volun-
teers that their contributions are critically im-
portant and highly valued, and to inspire other
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young people to follow their example. Over the
past 20 years, the program has become the
nation’s largest youth recognition effort based
solely on community service, and has honored
more than 100,000 young volunteers at the
local, state and national level.

Ms. Welch should be extremely proud to
have been singled out from the thousands of
dedicated volunteers who participated in this
year's program. | heartily applaud Ms. Welch
for her initiative in seeking to make her com-
munity a better place to live, and for the posi-
tive impact she has had on the lives of others.
She has demonstrated a level of commitment
and accomplishment that is truly extraordinary
in today’s world, and deserves our sincere ad-
miration and respect. Her actions show that
young Americans can—and do—play impor-
tant roles in our communities, and that Amer-
ica’s community spirit continues to hold tre-
mendous promise for the future. Congratula-
tions.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF GLORIA
BLANDINA FOR A LIFETIME OF
SERVICE TO OTHERS

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 4, 2015

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Gloria Blandina. Ms. Blandina
is to receive the 2014 Joseph Saporito, Sr.
Lifetime of Service Award, presented by the
Greater Pittston Sunday Dispatch for her life-
long dedication to the development of young
children.

Born and raised in Pittston, Pennsylvania,
she received a degree in early childhood edu-
cation from West Virginia University in 1971.
Ms. Blandina went on to receive her Master’s
degree in Early Childhood Education from
Marywood University in Scranton. She spent
several years working at a day care center
and teaching early childhood education at
Penn State University before her appointment
to the Children’s Trust Fund by Governor Tom
Ridge in 1998. In addition to her numerous
professional accomplishments, Ms. Blandina is
an active member of her community. She vol-
unteers with the Social Justice Committee to
deliver food to individuals in need. She has
served on the board of directors of Luzerne
County Head Start, the Pittston YMCA, the
Family Enhancement Center, and as the
President of the St. Mary’s Assumption Home
School Association for the Education of Young
Children.

Ms. Blandina is currently the director of the
Pittston Care and Concern Free Health Clinic,
which offers a range of medical services to in-
dividuals without health insurance. The clinic
has served over 3,500 patients under Ms.
Blandina’s leadership. She, like the doctors,
nurses, social workers, and others who keep
the clinic running, volunteers her time to this
worthy cause that has helped so many in
northeastern Pennsylvania.

| congratulate Ms. Blandina on receiving the
Joseph Saporito, Sr. Lifetime of Service
Award, and | commend her for all the selfless
work she has done for the Greater Pittston
Area.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

URGING THE PRESIDENT TO EN-
SURE “THE BORINQUENEERS”
RECEIVE THE CONGRESSIONAL
GOLD MEDAL AS SOON AS POS-
SIBLE

HON. ALAN GRAYSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 4, 2015

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, on June 10,
2014, Congress awarded the Congressional
Gold Medal to the 65th Infantry Regiment, an
all-volunteer Puerto Rican unit known as “the
Borinqueneers.” Today, | rise to urge the
President to expedite the designing and deliv-
ery of this medal, before more of these brave
Borinqueneers pass away.

More than 100,000 brave Borinqueneers
served honorably in World War |, World War
Il and the Korean War. Puerto Ricans have
fought for the United States as far back as the
American Revolution, and continue to do so
honorably to this day. Thousands have given
their lives defending our values of freedom,
justice, and equality, despite enduring dec-
ades of segregation and second-class treat-
ment.

The Borinqueneers have been recognized
with 10 Distinguished Service Crosses, more
than 250 Silver Stars, over 600 Bronze Stars,
and nearly 3,000 Purple Hearts. However, it
was not until last year that the first member of
the Borinqueneers, Master Sergeant Juan E.
Negron, was posthumously awarded the
Medal of Honor, following a congressionally
ordered review of cases involving veterans de-
serving of recognition who had been over-
looked due to prejudice.

Today, hundreds of Borinqueneers have
made Central Florida their home. On March 7,
I will host an event to honor their legacy, and
thank them for their service.

It is my goal and my honor, as their rep-
resentative, to ensure that they receive this
long overdue recognition. Puerto Rican vet-
erans should not have to wait any longer to
receive the equal treatment they deserve.
Today | ask the President to ensure that the
Borinqueneers receive their Congressional
Gold Medal as soon as possible.

CONGRATULATING CATHERINE
ZINN ON RECEIVING WOMAN OF
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

HON. ERIC SWALWELL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 4, 2015

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise to congratulate Catherine Zinn, who to-
morrow will be honored by Legal Momentum
as a Woman of Achievement at its 10th An-
nual Women of Achievement Awards Dinner.

Born in Berkeley, California, Catherine grad-
uated from Hamilton College with a bachelor
of arts degree in economics and public policy.
She also was a terrific athlete there, receiving
varsity letters in three sports. Since then she
has established herself as a skilled business
leader.

For many years she has worked in client
development and relations at DLA Piper, the
world’s largest law firm. In her role as Senior
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National Relationships Executive, she has had
great success in bringing in new clients and
ensuring current clients remain satisfied with
the firm. Before DLA Piper, Catherine worked
as National Director of Business Development
and National Director of Class Action Settle-
ment at JAMS, which provides arbitration and
mediation services.

Catherine has given back to her community
as well, helping many organizations in the San
Francisco Bay Area. For example, she serves
on the boards of Bay Area Cancer Connec-
tions, helping women with ovarian and breast
cancer, and Tomorrow Youth Repertory, which
provides youth theater education.

Catherine also looks for ways to support
women in business. She gives of herself to
empower women and help them succeed.

In fact, she participated in an event | held
last year, Women’s Business Empowerment
Day, which was organized to help women suc-
ceed in the workforce. She gave insightful and
tangible advice to attendees about how to ne-
gotiate for higher wages and career advance-
ment. | want to thank her for her contributions.

Catherine is well deserving of her recogni-
tion from Legal Momentum. | want to offer her
my most heartfelt congratulations.

INTRODUCTION OF THE
STRENGTHENING FISHING COM-
MUNITIES AND INCREASING

FLEXIBILITY IN FISHERIES MAN-
AGEMENT ACT

HON. DON YOUNG

OF ALASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 4, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, today
| am introducing the Strengthening Fishing
Communities and Increasing Flexibility in Fish-
eries Management Act. The bill would amend
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation
and Management Act (Magnuson-Stevens
Act)—the premier law governing commercial
and recreational fishing in U.S. federal waters.
The Magnuson-Stevens Act was first enacted
in 1976 and was last reauthorized in 2006.

| worked on the 2006 reauthorization with
my friend and Senator, Ted Stevens. Ted Ste-
vens was a champion for Alaska and the law
bears his name as recognition of his dedica-
tion to supporting and protecting Alaska fisher-
men and the importance of fishery resources
to coastal communities. | will miss working
with my friend during this next reauthorization,
but will remember him fondly as the legislation
moves through Congress.

Over the last two Congresses, | worked with
the former Chair of the Committee on Natural
Resources, Doc Hastings, to develop the text
of the bill. The Committee on Natural Re-
sources held 10 hearings, receiving comments
and suggestions from over 100 witnesses rep-
resenting Members of Congress, the adminis-
tration, state governments, regional fishery
management councils, marine fisheries com-
missions, commercial and recreational (includ-
ing for-hire charter) fishing groups, processors,
academics, and environmental groups. Due to
this in-depth review of the Act and the need to
keep the process going forward to reform the
law, | am introducing the bill the Committee
reported to the House floor in the 113th Con-
gress.
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