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Americanism. The corpses are all over the
globe.

Rouhani chaired Iran’s National Security
Council from 1989 to 2005—the years when
Iran plotted the 1994 bombing of the AMIA
Jewish cultural center, which killed 85 people
in Buenos Aires. The 1996 attack on the
Khobar Towers was also under his tenure—
this one killed 19 U.S. servicemen in Saudi
Arabia. He continues to support the global ter-
rorism of Hezbollah.

Likewise, Rouhani’s defense minister,
Hossein Dehghan, participated in plotting the
1983 U.S. Marine barracks bombing in Bei-
rut—this crime took the lives of 241 Ameri-
cans, including Paul Innocenzi from my dis-
trict. His Justice Minister, Mostafa Pour-
Mohammadi, played a role in 1988 and 1998
in the summary executions of Iranian political
prisoners and killings of intellectuals, as well
as assassinations abroad.

Mr. Speaker, this is the man that our gov-
ernment and Prime Minister Netanyahu are
dealing with. For 16 years Rouhani ran Iran’s
nuclear program. He has boasted openly of
his success in using negotiations as a tool to
buy time to advance his program.

The question before us is whether the
agreement President Obama is trying to close
with Rouhani is yet another deal favorable to
the Iranian government, allowing it to move
the hand on the nuclear clock yet closer to
midnight.

There are many signs that this is the case.
Most reports on the negotiations are that the
administration is not trying to prevent a nu-
clear Iran, but only to preserve some “break-
out time”—yet will not require the kind of
transparency to make even that a remotely re-
liable measure. Even worse, it seems the ad-
ministration is prepared to accept a “sunset
clause”—a date after which Iranian nuclear
arms would be completely legitimated. And the
deal being crafted reportedly ignores Iran’s
ballistic missile program.

All this amounts to a potential catastrophe.
Unfortunately, the administration seems to
have telegraphed its determination to get a
deal with Rouhani—almost any deal—and to
shut Congress out. This is why | am con-
cerned, and why we in Congress and the
American people need to hear all the more
from Prime Minister Netanyahu.

Let’s let the Prime Minister know that Con-
gress and the American people stand with
Israel, without any ‘ifs,” or ‘buts,” or ‘so long
as,’ or any other qualifiers, and without any il-
lusions about the murderous and manipulative
intentions of Rouhani. I'd like to close by
thanking Speaker BOEHNER for inviting Prime
Minister Netanyahu.

——————

A TRIBUTE TO ALEX THOMSEN IN
THE FIRST SESSION 114TH CON-
GRESS

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 2, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Alex
Thomsen, a freshman at Underwood High
School for winning the Class IA 113 pound
bracket at the lowa High School State Wres-
tling tournament on February 21, 2015.
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lowa has a long and proud history of strong
wrestling programs in our state, producing col-
lege and Olympic champions for years. Win-
ning a state championship is the culmination
of years of hard work and commitment, not
only on the part of Mr. Thomsen, but also his
parents Aric and Debbie Thomsen, his family
and coaches.

Mr. Speaker, the example set by this stu-
dent-athlete demonstrates the rewards of hard
work, dedication, and perseverance. | am hon-
ored to represent him and his family in the
United States Congress. | know all of my col-
leagues in the House join me in congratulating
Alex on competing in this rigorous competition
and wishing continued success in his edu-
cation and high school wrestling career.

————

COMMEMORATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF BROWNSVILLE
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

HON. FILEMON VELA

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 2, 2015

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to com-
memorate the 100th Anniversary of Browns-
ville Independent School District (BISD).

In March 1915, the Texas House of Rep-
resentatives and Senate both approved a
measure transferring control of the city’s public
education to the newly created BISD. Prior to
the establishment of a school board, the City
of Brownsville maintained control of the school
system. The Brownsville Board of Trustees
met for the first time on March 25, 1915, and
was presided by Board President Dr. J.L.
Wortman.

The newly established Brownsville Inde-
pendent School District included Brownsville
High School, City Grammar School, the
Blalack School, the Las Matanzas School, the
Media Luna School, the Nopalita School, the
Linerro School, and the West Brownsville
School. Superintendent of Schools Lizzie M.
Bardour and several trustees continued their
service as the schools transitioned from city to
board control, and the board instituted a new
curriculum that included the creation of a de-
partment of domestic economy and an im-
proved science department complete with a
full skeleton.

Today, BISD is made up of 58 schools serv-
ing 50,000 students and employing 7,200—
making the school district the largest employer
within a 95-mile radius in the Rio Grande Val-
ley. Of the 58 schools, there are 7 high
schools, 11 middle schools, 37 elementary
schools, and 3 alternative schools. One of the
schools, Filemon B. Vela Middle School, was
named after my father who was a Brownsville
native and served as a U.S. District Court
Judge for the Southern District of Texas. The
school district maintains a rich cultural herit-
age and prepares graduates to pursue higher
education and careers including medicine, en-
gineering, science, technology, mathematics,
and law enforcement.

BISD is also an active member of the U.S.
Chess Federation, and is nationally recog-
nized as one of the top chess programs in the
nation. Several years ago, BISD students
were featured on HBO’s “Real Sports” with
Bryant Gumbel showcasing the program. The
school district is a powerhouse, taking stu-
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dents of all grade levels to compete in tour-
naments around the nation.

Through rigorous academic programs such
as early college high school, extracurricular
activities ranging from band to estudiantina to
actors guild, and highly competitive sports—
whether football, soccer or swimming—BISD
is leading its students, faculty and staff to new
heights. BISD is a trailblazer in its own right
and worthy of recognition as it reaches this
important milestone.

The continued growth in the student popu-
lation and number of schools has not changed
the original mission of BISD, which is to help
students become better stewards of society.
Mr. Speaker, this month Brownsville Inde-
pendent School District celebrates its 100th
Anniversary and prepares for the next 100
years with continued dedication to providing all
students with a high quality education.

A TRIBUTE TO CHASE SHILTZ IN
THE FIRST SESSION OF THE
114TH CONGRESS

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 2, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Chase
Shiltz of Creston, lowa for winning the Class
2A 160 pound bracket at the lowa High
School State Wrestling tournament on Feb-
ruary 21, 2015.

lowa has a long and proud history of strong
wrestling programs in our state, producing col-
lege and Olympic champions for years. Win-
ning a state championship is the culmination
of years of hard work and commitment, not
only on the part of Mr. Shiltz, but also his par-
ents John and Dorie Shiltz, his family, and
coaches.

Mr. Speaker, the example set by this stu-
dent-athlete demonstrates the rewards of hard
work, dedication, and perseverance. | am hon-
ored to represent him and his family in the
United States Congress. | know all of my col-
leagues in the House of Representatives join
me in congratulating Chase on competing in
this rigorous competition and wishing contin-
ued success in his education and high school
wrestling career.

———

CONGRATULATING THE PORT HUE-
NEME CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 2, 2015

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to recognize and congratulate the
Port Hueneme Chamber of Commerce on the
occasion of its 75th anniversary. Since its in-
ception on September 24, 1956, the Port Hue-
neme Chamber of Commerce has played a
vital role in the growth and advancement of
the City of Port Hueneme’s business commu-
nity.

The Port Hueneme Chamber of Commerce
is a nonprofit California corporation, organized
for the purpose of advancing the commercial,
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industrial, civic, and general interest of the
City of Port Hueneme, the Oxnard Harbor Dis-
trict, and surrounding trade areas. One of the
Chamber’s earliest and most important accom-
plishments includes its fundamental role in the
incorporation of the City of Port Hueneme in
1948.

Among its many services and programs, the
Port Hueneme Chamber of Commerce an-
swers inquiries regarding city matters, pro-
motes community activities and engagement,
monitors legislation affecting the business
community, provides networking opportunities
at events and meetings, and publishes a Busi-
ness Directory for the City of Port Hueneme.

The Port Hueneme Chamber of Commerce
continuously fosters working relationships and
collaborations with many different stakeholders
within Port Hueneme. Through its strong
membership, varied community programs and
special committees, the Port Hueneme Cham-
ber of Commerce pays tribute to the history
and diversity of its community.

| am honored to recognize the Port Hue-
neme Chamber of Commerce on the celebra-
tion of its 75th anniversary. | applaud and
thank the Port Hueneme Chamber of Com-
merce for the essential role it has had and
continues to have in the enrichment and suc-
cessful growth of the City of Port Hueneme.

——————

A TRIBUTE TO ISATIAH PATTON IN
THE FIRST SESSION OF THE
114TH CONGRESS

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 2, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Isaiah
Patton of Dowling Catholic High School for
winning the Class 3A 170 pound bracket at
the lowa High School State Wrestling tour-
nament on February 21, 2015.

lowa has a long and proud history of strong
wrestling programs in our state, producing col-
lege and Olympic champions for years. Win-
ning a state championship is the culmination
of years of hard work and commitment, not
only on the part of Mr. Patton, but also his
family, teammates, and coaches.

Mr. Speaker, the example set by this stu-
dent-athlete demonstrates the rewards of hard
work, dedication, and perseverance. | am hon-
ored to represent Isaiah and his family in the
United States Congress. | know all of my col-
leagues in the House join me in congratulating
Isaiah on competing in this rigorous competi-
tion and wishing continued success in his edu-
cation and wrestling career.

—

CELEBRATING THE 2015 PANAMA-
PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL EXPO-
SITION CENTENNIAL

HON. NANCY PELOSI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 2, 2015

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, with great pride
| join my constituents and all San Francisco
Bay Area residents in celebration of the 2015
Panama-Pacific International Exposition Cen-
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tennial—our yearlong civic celebration to com-
memorate the Exposition’s historic significance
and reflect on its legacy.

One hundred years ago San Francisco wel-
comed nearly 20 million visitors from across
the nation and around the world to witness its
rebirth after the devastating 1906 Earthquake
and fire and its emergence as a global city.

Six hundred acres along the western water-
front of the Marina District became the site for
the “Jewel City”. Eleven Beaux-Arts Palaces
were built that contained 21 international pavil-
ions. Beyond the impressive architecture were
exhibitions of the new technologies of the
day—cars, airplanes, telephones, motion pic-
tures.

Most beloved of the surviving structures is
the Palace of Fine Arts—an exquisite and sub-
lime Greco-Romanesque rotunda designed by
celebrated architect Bernard Maybeck. Other
surviving landmarks include a Municipal Audi-
torium, known today as the Bill Graham Civic
Auditorium that instilled great civic pride and
optimism in a dispirited population.

The Panama-Pacific International Exhibition
established our City as an economic and cul-
tural powerhouse, illustrating our leadership in
science, industry and innovation. It was a
grand showcase of human achievement in the
sciences, engineering, architecture and the
arts. It was a monumental display of, not only
San Francisco’s vision, imagination and inno-
vation, but its confidence and faith in the fu-
ture.

San Francisco today is still regarded as an
optimistic and audacious city, a city of dream-
ers and innovators, much like the pioneers
and visionaries of 1915. And as we celebrate
the centennial of this great moment in our
city’s history, we are overjoyed that more than
thirty-five Bay Area cultural, civic and business
organizations ~ will  participate in  the
centennial’s events, exhibitions and activities.

Congratulations and our deepest gratitude
to The California Historical Society, the San
Francisco Recreation and Parks Department,
the Maybeck Foundation, Innovation Hangar,
and all the other contributing partners and
sponsors for this historic commemoration and
extravaganza.

———
SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday,
March 03, 2015 may be found in the
Daily Digest of today’s record.

March 2, 2015
MEETINGS SCHEDULED

MARCH 4
9:30 a.m.
Committee on Environment and Public
Works

To hold an oversight hearing to examine
the President’s proposed budget re-
quest for fiscal year 2016 for the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency.

SD-406
10 a.m.
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Department of the Inte-
rior, Environment, and Related Agen-
cies

To hold hearings to examine proposed
budget estimates and justification for
fiscal year 2016 for the Department of
the Interior.

SD-124

Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation

Subcommittee on Surface Transportation

and Merchant Marine Infrastructure,

Safety and Security

To hold hearings to examine surface
transportation reauthorization, focus-
ing on oversight and reform of the Fed-
eral Motor Carrier Safety Administra-
tion.

SR-253
Committee on Homeland Security and

Governmental Affairs

Business meeting to consider an original
bill entitled, ‘‘Inspector General Em-

powerment Act of 2015, S. 280, to im-

prove the efficiency, management, and

interagency coordination of the Fed-
eral permitting process through re-
forms overseen by the Director of the

Office of Management and Budget, H.R.

460, to direct the Secretary of Home-

land Security to train Department of

Homeland Security personnel how to

effectively deter, detect, disrupt, and

prevent human trafficking during the
course of their primary roles and re-
sponsibilities, H.R. 615, to amend the

Homeland Security Act of 2002 to re-

quire the Under Secretary for Manage-

ment of the Department of Homeland

Security to take administrative action

to achieve and maintain interoperable

communications capabilities among
the components of the Department of

Homeland Security, an original bill en-

titled, ‘‘Federal Improper Payments

Coordination Act’”, an original bill en-

titled, ‘‘Presidential Library Donations

Act”, an original bill entitled, ‘‘Fed-

eral Vehicle Repair Costs Savings

Act”, S. 546, to establish the Railroad

Emergency Services Preparedness,

Operational Needs, and Safety Evalua-

tion (RESPONSE) Subcommittee under

the Federal Emergency Management

Agency’s National Advisory Council to

provide recommendations on emer-

gency responder training and resources
relating to hazardous materials inci-
dents involving railroads, S. 242, to
amend title 5, United States Code, to
provide leave to any new Federal em-
ployee who is a veteran with a service-
connected disability rated at 30 percent
or more for purposes of undergoing
medical treatment for such disability,

S. 86, to amend title 44 of the United

States Code, to provide for the suspen-

sion of fines wunder certain cir-

cumstances for first-time paperwork
violations by small business concerns,
and S. 136, to amend chapter 21 of title

5, United States Code, to provide that

fathers of certain permanently disabled

or deceased veterans shall be included
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