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| urge all members to join with me in heed-
ing their counsel and opposing H.R. 5.

RECOGNIZING DUBLIN POLICE
CHIEF TOM McCARTHY

HON. ERIC SWALWELL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 27, 2015

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise to honor Dublin Police Chief Tom
McCarthy as he leaves his current position for
a new role as Executive Director of the East
Bay Regional Communications System Au-
thority (EBRCSA).

For 32 years, Tom has worked diligently to
keep the East Bay safe. He started with the
Alameda County Sheriffs Office as Deputy
Sheriff in 1983.

Tom rose through the ranks and in 2009
was named Commander. In that job he
worked to improve regional disaster response
across the San Francisco Bay Area.

For the last four and a half years, Tom has
led the 50-person police department in Dublin.
Beyond leading the effort to protect the resi-
dents of Dublin, he has been an active mem-
ber of our community.

Tom has spoken often at schools, commu-
nity meetings, and other events across the
city. He also has led discussions on critical
public health and safety issues facing Dublin.

Tom is committed to openness and engage-
ment with residents. He has hosted a popular
“Coffee with the Chief” program, which gives
the people of Dublin a chance to meet and get
to know Tom and other members of the Dublin
police force.

Tom is a well-respected leader in Dublin,
and the people of Dublin are better off due to
his service.

Now Tom will be moving on to lead the
EBRCSA, which is responsible for interoper-
able communications among dozens of agen-
cies in the East Bay. | know he will continue
to serve the people of the East Bay well in this
new role, and | wish him all the best.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF PERLA
IBARRIENTOS

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 27, 2015

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Perla Ibarrientos, an outstanding volunteer
and citizen of San Mateo County, on the occa-
sion of her 80th birthday. Perla currently
serves on the Daly City Personnel Board and
volunteers her time and energy to a long list
of organizations benefiting everyone in our
community, in particular our children. I am
honored to count Perla as a dear friend and
close adviser whom | have known for over
three decades.

Perla turned her life into the American
Dream. Born in the Philippines, she earned a
Bachelor of Science degree and worked in her
family’s pharmacy. Her husband Mig, an engi-
neer, worked for the electric company. During
the 60s and 70s they lived under the repres-
sive regime of President Ferdinand Marcos
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and dreamed of a better life for their family. In
the early 70s, Mig, Perla and their three chil-
dren, Glenn, Joy Ann and Gladys, left their
home in the Philippines to create a brand new
one in the United States. They settled in
Broadmoor, California, and Perla immediately
started to get involved in her new community.
She volunteered as a teacher’s aide at Gar-
den Village Elementary and as an elder in the
Presbyterian Church.

A few years later, the family moved to Daly
City where they still live today. Perla served
on the PTA Board and Parents Advisory
Board at Westmoor High School. She re-
cruited qualified Filipino teachers to address a
significant shortage of diversity and to better
reflect the population. Daly City, which is lo-
cated in my 14th Congressional District, has
one of the largest Filipino communities in the
world.

Perla is a tireless advocate for equality and
access to education. Inside and outside of the
classroom, she has instilled in children a pas-
sion for learning and set them on a path to be-
come engaged and contributing citizens. Her
own children are shining examples of her val-
ues. Glenn serves as the Director of Nursing
for San Mateo County and is a retired Major
in the U.S. Air Force Reserve. Joy Ann serves
as Vice President of John Wells Production at
Warner Brothers. Gladys is Assistant CEO of
the San Mateo County Employees Retirement
Association.

In the 1980s, Perla became a U.S. citizen,
one of the proudest moments in her life. She
never tires of civic engagement and seeking
ways to help others. She serves a long list of
organizations, including as the Chair of the Fil-
ipino Bayanihan Center in Daly City, Vice-
President of the North Peninsula Food Pantry
and Dining Center and Director of the Amer-
ican Baptist Homes of the West/Hillcrest Sen-
ior Housing.

Perla is a true trailblazer. She became the
first Filipina to serve on the Daly City Library
Board of Trustees from 1990 to 1995 and the
Daly City Personnel Board since 2007. Her
humility and resolve make her an effective
leader, an inspirational role model and a won-
derful person to be around. Her warmth, beau-
tiful smile and embracing personality have
earned her the love and respect of everyone
in the community.

She has been recognized by numerous dis-
tinguished organizations. In 2013 and 1997,
she was awarded the State of California Leg-
islative Woman of the Year for the 19th As-
sembly District. In 2007, she was named one
of the 100 Most Influential Filipina Women in
the U.S.A. by the Filipino Women’s Network
and Outstanding Filipino American Women by
the FilAm Coalition. In 2005, she was named
Daly City Citizen of the Year and in 1999, she
received the Presbyterian Women Honorary
Life Membership Award. These awards reflect
the great contributions Perla has made to the
lives of Daly City residents.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that the House of Rep-
resentatives join to me in saying happy birth-
day to my friend Perla Ibarrientos and to rec-
ognize her for her decades of outstanding
service to the community she loves. Her work
and commitment have made Daly City a better
place for all residents.
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ANOTHER STATE CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 27, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Ricky Regas, Cinco Ranch High
School senior, for winning his fourth consecu-
tive wrestling state championship. Ricky also
ended his high school career with an
undefeated season.

Despite being injured at regionals, Ricky
was able to battle through to defeat his oppo-
nents. His parents and coaches also deserve
credit for helping to play an important role in
providing you with the tools to achieve suc-
cess. On behalf of the residents of the Twen-
ty-Second Congressional District of Texas,
congratulations again to Ricky Regas for win-
ning a fourth consecutive state championship.
We wish him luck in his future endeavors.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, February 27, 2015

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | was not present for
roll call votes 91-99 due to a family emer-
gency. Had | been present, | would have
voted no on #91, no on #92, no on #93, no
on #94, yes on #95, no on #96, yes on #97,
yes on #98, and yes on #99.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, February 27, 2015

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no.
94 | was detained due to an unavoidable con-

flict. Had | been present, | would have voted
aye.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE VICTIMS
OF SUMGAIT POGROMS

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 27, 2015

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the Sumgait pogroms—uviolent
riots that resulted in the murder of hundreds of
Armenians. This was perhaps one of the most
gruesome atrocities in a series of hostile acts
against the Armenian people.

In 1988, Armenians living in the town of
Sumgait in Azerbaijan were burned alive,
thrown from windows and senselessly mur-
dered by Azerbaijanis. Hundreds of people
were killed, raped, and maimed simply be-
cause they were Armenians.

The police forces turned a blind eye towards
the situation and allowed the crimes to con-
tinue for three days without intervention. Since
then, Azerbaijan has sought to cover up these
crimes and rewrite history.
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As we prepare to observe 100 years since
the Armenian Genocide, these more recent
acts of violence against Armenians remind us
that the work towards peace in the region con-
tinues.

Today, we recognize the anniversary of the
Sumgait pogroms and to call attention to the
work we have ahead of us. We have a shared
responsibility to speak out when groups of
people are targeted with oppression and vio-
lence just because of their ethnicity.

Along with my colleagues on the Congres-
sional Armenian Issues Caucus, | continue my
efforts to try and shed light on these events so
that those lives lost are not forgotten. We will
continue to promote mutual understanding and
security through the Caucasus region.

It is my hope that we can all join together
in condemning acts of violence in the past,
and renew our commitment to vigilance in the
future.

———

RECOGNIZING ST. MARK’S SCHOOL,
SOUTHBOROUGH, MASSACHUSETTS

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 27, 2015

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the St. Mark’s School for its
dedication to academia, guidance, and per-
sonal growth.

St. Mark’s School, located in Southborough,
Massachusetts, serves high school students
from across the globe. With a dedicated fac-
ulty and a motivated student body, St. Mark’s
School is a model for high schools throughout
the nation. St. Mark’s School lays a foundation
for young men and women, emphasizing a
well-rounded education to spur creativity and
analytical thought. With its roots in the Epis-
copalian tradition, the school values coopera-
tion over self-interest, and encourages every
student to explore their place in the world after
high school.

For 150 years, the St. Mark’s School has
educated students in order to prepare them for
adulthood. Joseph Burnett, St. Mark’s founder,
sought to create an institution that offered
high-quality education. With this goal in mind,
St. Mark’s began with a single two-story build-
ing, painted with yellow and green blinds. This
modest campus then started to grow, with the
additions of a large schoolroom and dormitory
in 1866. This growth continued through the
1890s until the campus grew to fill 250 acres.
Today, St. Mark’s is still expanding, with re-
cent additions including a new athletic center,
dormitory, and performing arts center within
the last two decades. Joseph Burnett's dream
currently benefits a class of 350 students from
19 states, the District of Columbia, and 15 na-
tions.

Though St. Mark’s began as an all-boys
school, it currently educates both young men
and women. In the 1970s, St. Mark’s reached
an agreement with the Southborough School
to offer coordinated education for all students.
The faculty and staff of St. Mark’s understood
the importance of spreading Joseph Burnett’s
dream so that all types of students could ben-
efit from the educational opportunities offered
by this establishment. St. Mark’s continues to
include students and faculty with diverse back-
grounds, particularly those who have experi-
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enced prejudice or disadvantages. The St.
Mark’s community embraces all types of stu-
dents, which empowers every St. Marker.

The St. Mark’s motto, Age Quod Agis, or
“Do and be your best,” is instilled in every St.
Marker. These students are challenged every
day, but receive constant support. Students do
their best by receiving the best training in the
most ideal academic setting. With a student to
teacher ratio of 6 to 1, the classroom forms
into a personal setting, tailored to the needs of
the students. St. Mark’s encourages students
to do their best in the academic arena, on the
athletic field, and in their campus community.
St. Mark’s school week traverses six days a
week to instill personal discipline and aca-
demic excellence. The school week com-
pliments the fact that St. Mark’s is a boarding
school. Students attend class together, work
together, and live together, creating a school
culture and community important for personal
growth and socialization.

| commend the trustees, faculty and staff of
St. Mark’s School for spending their time and
effort ensuring that their students achieve suc-
cess. St. Mark’s School has consistently dem-
onstrated a dedication and commitment to
helping these students receive a proper edu-
cation to prepare for the future. The St. Mark’s
faculty and staff inspire both students and pro-
fessionals, and | am happy to recognize them
today for all of their hard work.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my colleagues
to join me in congratulating the St. Mark’s
School in serving such an important role in the
lives of generations of high school students,
both past and present.

SUPPORTING A CLEAN DHS
FUNDING BILL

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 27, 2015

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to draw the attention of the House on the
dangerous position in which my Republican
colleagues have placed the American people
by refusing to fund the Department of Home-
land Security.

Republicans in the House of Representa-
tives voted in January to fund DHS only if we
threaten millions of undocumented parents
and children with deportation. Unless Repub-
licans stop playing games with our national
security and vote to fund DHS, the agency will
not have the ability to maintain critical oper-
ations by the end of February.

We have a responsibility to demonstrate to
the people of the United States and the lead-
ers of other nations that we are capable of
supporting national security without concern
for politics. The partisan interests that have
convinced many Republicans to oppose the
Obama administration on immigration are not
in the interest of our nation as a whole. The
position of the Republicans imposes serious
risks on the American people. The failure to
fund DHS, as President Obama has recently
reminded us, will impact one hundred forty-
three thousand Department of Homeland Se-
curity workers who are responsible for the
safety of our families and children. In New
York City, DHS resources support our police
and fire departments to protect the city and
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the millions of visitors from around the world
from attacks. Undermining the funding of the
DHS threatens their safety and the security of
our communities across the nation. House Re-
publicans should not hold our national security
hostage to a narrow agenda.

In the community | represent in Brooklyn,
New York, the many first-generation and sec-
ond-generation immigrants will suffer irrep-
arable harm if we fail to fund the DHS. Who
among would want to know the fear that a
knock on the door in the middle of the night
or a citation for a minor infraction such as jay-
walking could result in permanent separation
from their children?

Mr. Speaker, instead of playing games with
politics, Republicans should focus on avoiding
a shutdown of the DHS by enacting a bipar-
tisan bill to fund the DHS through the rest of
the 2015 fiscal year.

———

HONORING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF BOOK-IT REPERTORY
THEATRE IN SEATTLE

HON. JIM McDERMOTT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 27, 2015

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the 25th anniversary of Book-It Rep-
ertory Theatre (Book-It) in Seattle and to sa-
lute the company’s commitment to bringing
great literature to life on stage.

Since its founding in 1990, Book-It has es-
tablished itself as the nation’s leader in nar-
rative theatre, and over that time has trans-
formed more than one hundred works of lit-
erature into a repertory of works of live the-
atre. Book-It's adaptation style has also been
honed into a highly effective tool for teaching
literature of all kinds, resulting in the current
launch of its Literacy Initiative with Washington
State schools.

Twenty-five years after it began as an art-
ists’ collective, the company’s mainstage
works are seen by 20,000 theatre-goers annu-
ally, and its prolific Arts and Education pro-
grams serve as many as 62,000 students
through  performances, workshops, and
residencies State-wide.

Classic works by vaunted authors like Jane
Austen, Charles Dickens, Leo Tolstoy, Edith
Wharton, Mark Twain, Kurt Vonnegut, John Ir-
ving, Maya Angelou, Michael Chabon, and
many more have been adapted into Book-It
plays alongside treasured writers who live in
the great State of Washington including Ivan
Doig, Garth Stein, Stephanie Kallos, Jim
Lynch, Jess Walter, and David Guterson. And
Book-It adaptations have gone on to produc-
tions in regional theatres across the U.S.

The Arts and Education Programs, through
alliances with school districts throughout the
state, have helped to bring vital arts program-
ming where it's needed, serving student audi-
ences through performances of literature for
youth, including bilingual plays for young peo-
ple in areas with high immigrant populations,
notably in Central Washington’s food- and
wine-growing regions.

Book-It's commitment to literature and lit-
eracy fosters community through partnerships
with Seattle and regional libraries, as well as
King County’s 4Culture, which connects Book-
It artists with regional historical, cultural, and
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