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RECOGNIZING FEBRUARY AS NA-

TIONAL MARFAN AWARENESS 
MONTH 

HON. STEVE ISRAEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 24, 2015 

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize February as National Marfan Aware-
ness Month with the hope that increased 
awareness of Marfan syndrome and related 
heritable connective tissue disorders will save 
lives. 

Raising awareness of Marfan syndrome, a 
rare genetic condition affecting 1 in 5,000 
Americans, is imperative to finding and fund-
ing effective treatment. This debilitating condi-
tion affects individuals both externally and in-
ternally. 

Connective tissue, as a result of the over-
production of a protein called transforming 
growth factor beta (TGFB), is affected and 
therefore symptoms manifest throughout the 
entire body, causing disproportionately long 
limbs, a protruding or indented chest bone, 
curved spine, and loose joints. 

Understanding the signs and features of 
Marfan syndrome are important and can save 
lives. This condition can affect all aspects of a 
person’s internal structures, most notably their 
cardiovascular system. Often times, the aorta, 
the larger artery that carries blood away from 
the heart, is weakened and prone to enlarge-
ment and potential rupture. Because of the ex-
cess TGFB, Marfan patients are also at risk of 
aortic aneurysm. 

However, early diagnosis and treatment can 
help to prevent cardiac events. For this rea-
son, I believe States should consider devel-
oping programs to include Marfan syndrome 
testing in their sports screening criteria for at- 
risk young athletes. 

I am proud to represent the Marfan Founda-
tion, the leading organization working to sup-
port the Marfan community, based in Port 
Washington, New York. Since the group’s in-
ception, the Foundation has worked tirelessly 
to improve the lives of those affected by this 
condition through advancing research, raising 
awareness, and providing support over the 
past two decades. Through their efforts, pa-
tient care has improved and lives have been 
saved. 

I urge my colleagues to stand with me to 
recognize National Marfan Awareness Month 
and reflect on the progress that has been 
made as well as the work that remains in 
order to ensure that those suffering from rare 
conditions can expect to see improvements in 
their health and healthcare. 

f 

SARAH GARVEY 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 24, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Sarah Garvey 
as the West Chamber’s Young Professional of 
the Year. 

Sarah has served as the president of the 
West Chamber’s Young Professionals Group 
for the last two years. She has been instru-

mental in raising funds for the Chamber’s an-
nual ‘‘Pub Crawl for a Cause’’ and other 
young professional events. She is also a 
member of the West Chamber through her 
company, Shred-It. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Sarah Garvey for her honor by the West 
Chamber serving Jefferson County. I have no 
doubt she will exhibit the same commitment to 
her community in the future. 

f 

LIAM FAIRBRASS APPOINTMENT 
TO UNITED STATES MILITARY 
ACADEMY 

HON. JODY B. HICE 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 24, 2015 

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in order to congratulate Mr. Liam 
Fairbrass on his appointment to the United 
States Military Academy. 

Mr. Fairbrass is an incredibly accomplished 
young man from Milledgeville, Georgia. Liam 
is the son of Mark and Emily Fairbrass, and 
will graduate from the prestigious Georgia Mili-
tary College Preparatory School. During his 
time there, Liam has exhibited dedication to 
leadership while serving as the High School 
JRTOC Battalion Rank Commander, the high-
est ranking possible at the institution. 

Among his many accolades, Liam also 
showcased academic prowess by his involve-
ment with the National Honor Society, the Mu 
Alpha Theta Society, and served as a student 
government representative. 

Mr. Speaker, Liam Fairbrass is also a young 
man who is also dedicated to improving his 
community through service. Liam led fund-
raising efforts for the worthy cause of Wreaths 
Across America, an organization which works 
with the Georgia War Veterans Memorial in 
order to lay wreaths on the graves of vet-
erans. 

Lastly, Mr. Speaker, I understand that Mr. 
Fairbrass is no stranger to the rigorous work 
ethic required to be considered as a candidate 
for the United States Military Academy. With 
several family members serving as mentors 
and graduates of the same institution, I am 
confident that Liam will accomplish his ulti-
mate goal of serving his nation as a United 
States soldier. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to congratu-
late Mr. Liam Fairbrass. 

f 

IN HONOR OF LIEUTENANT 
RANDALL E. PARKER, JR. 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 24, 2015 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with a heavy heart and solemn remembrance 
that I rise today to pay tribute to a respected 
public servant, outstanding citizen, and hero to 
his community, Lt. Randall E. Parker, Jr. 
Sadly, Lt. Parker passed away in the line of 
duty on Wednesday, February 11, 2015. Fu-
neral services will be held on Monday, Feb-
ruary 16, 2015 at 11:00 a.m. at the Macon 
City Auditorium in Macon, Georgia. 

Lt. Parker was a native to Georgia and had 
served as a firefighter with the Macon Bibb 
County Fire Department since July 2, 1990. 

In addition to risking his life everyday to 
fight fires in the area, Lt. Parker was very ac-
tive in his community and went above and be-
yond to show his love and compassion for 
those around him. He was heavily involved in 
his church, Christ Chapel Sportstowne in 
Macon, and also spent time doing work for 
United Way, the American Cancer Society, 
and the Macon Cherry Blossom Festival. He 
was a loving family man to his wife and sons, 
and his legacy will live on in the minds and 
hearts of all those whose lives he touched in 
Middle Georgia. 

George Washington Carver once said, ‘‘No 
individual has any right to come into the world 
and go out of it without leaving behind him 
distinct and legitimate reasons for having 
passed through it.’’ Although his passing was 
tragic and before his time, Lt. Parker proved to 
us all what it truly means to be a hero. He left 
this world doing what he loved most—serving 
the people of Macon, Georgia. His impression 
on this earth extends beyond himself to the 
very wellbeing of the Macon community, and 
for it he will be remembered by the community 
for time to come. 

Lt. Parker is survived by his beloved wife of 
14 years, Sandie; sons, Andrew and Chandler; 
mother and stepfather, Gwendolyn and Fred 
Dixon; brother and sister-in-law, Marcus and 
Teri Parker; and a host of other family mem-
bers and friends. 

Mr. Speaker, my wife Vivian and I, along 
with the more than 700,000 residents of Geor-
gia’s Second Congressional District salute Lt. 
Randall E. Parker, Jr. for his exemplary serv-
ice to Macon, Georgia as a firefighter and for 
the ultimate sacrifice he made in the line of 
duty. I ask my colleagues in the House of 
Representatives to join us in extending our 
deepest sympathies to Lt. Parker’s family, 
friends and loved ones during this difficult 
time. We pray that they will be consoled and 
comforted by an abiding faith and the Holy 
Spirit in the days, weeks and months ahead. 

f 

NAACP ON ITS 106TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 24, 2015 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, first, let me thank 
Congressman AL GREEN, who served as presi-
dent of the Houston Branch of the NAACP for 
more than 10 years, for hosting this important 
Special Order. We appreciate your leadership 
in coordinating this special order to honor the 
106th Anniversary of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP). 

More than a century ago, the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Colored People 
was founded in New York City. The month 
was February and would later come to mark 
Black History Month. 

As a child of the Civil Rights Movement, I 
witnessed firsthand the leadership of the 
NAACP in fight for human rights. I vividly re-
member the role the NAACP played in shat-
tering segregation in my birthplace of El Paso, 
Texas and in my personal life. 
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When I was in high school, it was nearly im-

possible for young women of color to become 
cheerleaders. At the time, I was participating 
in a work-study program at Pacoima Memorial 
Lutheran Credit Union and my boss, John 
Mance, was a member of the local NAACP 
Board. Together, he and Carl McCraven, the 
CEO of the credit union, worked to change the 
rules so anyone should try out to be a cheer-
leader. Thanks to them, I was able to cheer 
for the Tigers! 

We all know their great contributions that 
the NAACP has made to our nation: 

From their largest legal victory in Brown vs. 
the Board of Education, under the leadership 
of Special Counsel Thurgood Marshall—to 
their central role in the successful battles to 
overturn Jim Crow. 

Today, the nation’s oldest and largest civil 
rights organization continues to engage in 
groundbreaking and critical work to combat 
disparity and inequality in our society. 

Today, they boldly stand against repressive 
voter ID laws, economic inequality and mass 
incarceration. 

We know that inequality persists—the un-
employment rate among African Americans is 
nearly twice the rate of their white counter-
parts and the African American poverty rate is 
nearly three times the poverty rate of white 
Americans. 

These statistics paint a clear picture of in-
equality in America. 

The American dream of equality, freedom, 
liberty, justice and opportunity should be open 
to all and the NAACP is working day-in and 
day-out to ensure that all Americans have an 
opportunity to achieve the American dream. 

I am proud that the NAACP has been a 
dedicated and constant partner and advocate. 

I am proud to join my colleagues in hon-
oring the NAACP’s 106th anniversary. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this resolution. 

f 

EVANGELINE BEST 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 24, 2015 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I am 
honored to recognize the outstanding and in-
valuable contributions of African Americans 
during Black History Month and all year long. 
I am proud to pay tribute to African American 
men and women who exemplify the spirit of 
selfless and patriotic service. 

I rise today to pay tribute to a truly gifted 
leader of the Tampa Bay community, Evan-
geline Best. Her boundless energy and 
unending civic engagement are an inspiration 
to all. Today, I am grateful to recognize her in-
numerable contributions to Hillsborough Coun-
ty. 

Evangeline Best is a native Floridian who 
was raised in Tampa. She earned a Bach-
elor’s degree from St. Augustine’s College in 
Raleigh, North Carolina and a Masters in Edu-
cation at Florida A&M University. Ms. Best has 
been a tireless advocate for community devel-
opment and education as a means of ending 
poverty. Ms. Best’s impressive career in edu-
cation began in Tampa where she worked for 
over 27 years as a Family Services Worker for 
Hillsborough County Schools and completed 

the last 5 years as the Family Services Coor-
dinator. 

Beyond Ms. Best’s professional career, she 
also committed her personal life to the better-
ment of her neighbors in Hillsborough County. 
She served as Chairman of the East Tampa 
School Community Partnership as well as Vice 
Chairwoman of the Heart of East Tamp-Front 
Porch, Inc. Both are organizations critical to 
the success of East Tampa and Hillsborough 
County. Currently she serves on a number of 
vital committees including Vice Chair of the 
Corporation to Develop Communities in 
Tampa, Inc., and as a member of the Board 
of Directors with the West Central Florida Area 
Aging Advisory Committee, as well as a mem-
ber of the Florida State Fair Diversity Com-
mittee. She also volunteers weekly with the 
Abe Brown Ministries Family Reunification 
Video Visitation Program and is a consultant 
for REACH UP, Inc. 

Given her outstanding efforts, Ms. Best has 
received a number of honors and awards in-
cluding the 2010 Bank of America ‘‘Volunteer 
Hero Award’’, the 2005 National Head Start 
Association ‘‘Lifetime Achievement Award’’, 
and the 2005 Neighborhood Works New Hori-
zons ‘‘Dorothy Richardson Award’’ for Com-
munity Leadership and Commitment Revital-
ization America’s Neighborhoods. Her accom-
plishments include 50 years of community in-
volvement as a member of the First Baptist 
Church of College Hill, the Tampa Urban 
League, as well as the Hillsborough Educators 
Association. 

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Best’s diligent and unre-
lenting service has made my Tampa Bay com-
munity a better place to live—one filled with 
more hope and opportunities because of her 
attention and love for others. She has set an 
example of how to be a devoted public serv-
ant, mother, and friend. Please join me in 
celebrating her outstanding efforts to make 
this world a better place. 

f 

GLYN AND ALAN MASI 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 24, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud the West 
Chamber’s Ambassadors of the Year, Glyn 
and Alan Masi, for their outstanding commit-
ment to the local community. 

Glyn and Alan own Ticker Tuners, a local 
business in Morrison with a mission they are 
both passionate about: helping people identify, 
treat and monitor their heart health. In addi-
tion, Glyn and Alan attend every ribbon cut-
ting, open house or other event where help is 
needed and involve West Chamber members 
and local businesses. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Glyn 
and Alan Masi for the honor by the West 
Chamber serving Jefferson County. I have no 
doubt they will exhibit the same commitment 
to their community in the future. 

RECOGNIZING THE 149TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ANTIOCH MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH IN HOUSTON, 
TEXAS 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 24, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
pay tribute to the legendary Antioch Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Houston, Texas, 
which this year celebrates 149 years of serv-
ice to the greater Houston community and the 
nation. 

For more than a half century, under the 
leadership of the Rev. F.N. Williams, Sr., the 
Antioch Missionary Baptist Church, now led by 
Rev. O.B. Winkley, has provided material sup-
port and spiritual sanctuary to the least of 
God’s children and used the prophetic voice of 
the church to speak truth to power. 

Mr. Speaker, in January 1866, seven 
months after slaves were freed in Texas (June 
19, 1865), a small group of freed slaves, as-
sisted by the First Baptist Church and mission-
aries, organized the first African American 
Baptist Church in Houston, Texas. 

After holding worship services at the First 
Baptist Church and the German Baptist 
Church, church members began to hold serv-
ices on Buffalo Bayou in ‘‘Brush Arbor.’’ 

Later, the church moved to ‘‘Baptist Hill’’ lo-
cated at Rusk and Bagby until the present site 
was purchased. 

In 1868, one of Antioch Missionary Baptist 
Church’s members, Jack Yates, was ordained 
at the first meeting of the Association of Afri-
can American Baptist Churches. 

Rev. Jack Yates became the first pastor of 
Antioch Missionary Baptist Church and as the 
membership grew and additional space was 
needed, Rev. Yates led the church to pur-
chase its present site and build a brick struc-
ture. 

Antioch Missionary Baptist Church’s new 
home was the first brick structure built and 
owned by African-Americans in Houston, and 
was located in the center of Freedman’s Town 
and was the center of activity for the African- 
American community. 

Antioch Missionary Baptist Church provided 
the former slaves with opportunities to worship 
the Lord, but also established ministries to 
help them develop educationally, economically 
and socially. 

With the help of two missionaries, Rev. 
Yates began the Baptist Academy, which 
taught such fundamental skills as reading, 
writing, and arithmetic, and provided voca-
tional training to enable men and women to 
start their own businesses. 

Mr. Speaker, Baptist Academy would later 
become Houston College, the forerunner of 
Texas Southern University. 

Under Rev. Yates’ leadership, church mem-
bers were encouraged and assisted in buying 
property, owning homes, and developing busi-
nesses. 

The Old Landmark Baptist Association of 
Texas was organized at Antioch and Emanci-
pation Park was purchased in a joint venture 
with Trinity Methodist Church to provide green 
space to engage in recreational activities and 
hold community celebrations, such as 
Juneteenth. 

Mr. Speaker, I take great pride in recog-
nizing the Antioch Missionary Baptist Church 
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