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Mid-Manhattan branch of the NAACP for its 
unwavering commitment to our community. 
This branch provides vital mentoring and 
youth development programs and actively en-
courages activism in our community. Dedi-
cating themselves to the five game chang-
ers—civic engagement, education, health, 
economic development and sustainability, and 
public safety and criminal justice, the Mid- 
Manhattan Branch continues to forge new vic-
tories ahead. I am proud of their many accom-
plishments and steadfast defense of the rights 
of all the people of New York City, because 
they are ‘‘All in for Justice and Equality!’’ 

During Black History Month, it is essential 
that we recognize the significant contributions 
the NAACP has made to the Civil Rights 
movement. Recently, I cosponsored legislation 
honoring and praising the NAACP on the oc-
casion of its 106th anniversary. America is 
stronger and more diverse today because of 
the NAACP’s commitment to fighting for the 
rights of Black Americans. 
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TRIBUTE TO DOUGLAS MAGNON 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to the remarkable Doug-
las Magnon who passed away on Wednesday, 
February 4, 2015 in California. Doug was a 
pillar of the community in Riverside, California 
and he will be deeply missed. 

Doug was a man of many passions, most 
notably was for motor racing. Sparked early 
on in his childhood through accompanying his 
father, Raymond, to races at the Riverside 
International Raceway, Doug was inspired to 
launch the Riverside International Automotive 
Museum. By means of his active leadership 
and profound knowledge of automobiles, the 
museum quickly received resounding support 
from the greater racing community that still 
continues today. The Riverside International 
Automotive Museum is one of the most highly 
regarding racing collections in Northern Amer-
ica with its extensive collection of unmatched 
artifacts and materials from throughout racing 
history. However, Doug did not stop there. In 
2013, with the support and partnership of 
friend Paul Kinsella, the two opened up New-
port Italian, a motorcycle dealership special-
izing in Vespa, Moto Guzzi and Aprilla. 

When not hitting high speeds, Doug could 
often be found honing his culinary skills and 
sharing his Italian recipes with the community. 
In 2012, Doug and his sister opened the fam-
ily restaurant Magnone Trattoria & Market, for 
which Doug not only created the menus, but 
also served as executive chef. 

As an avid supporter of the Riverside com-
munity, Doug also freely gave his time and tal-
ents to many local organizations such as the 
Riverside County Philharmonic and the Uni-
versity of California, Riverside. In addition to 
serving as a mentor to young and aspiring in-
dividuals, Doug would often inspire anyone he 
crossed paths through his generous heart and 
unabashed enthusiasm for life. 

Doug was the loving husband to Evonne, 
son to Raymond and Elaine, brother to 
Deanna, Cheryl, Patti and Ryan, and devoted 
uncle to many nieces and nephews. On Sun-

day, February 15, 2015, a memorial service 
celebrating Doug’s extraordinary life will be 
held. Doug will always be remembered for his 
incredible contributions to business, his work 
ethic, generosity, and love of family. The way 
in which Doug lived his life should serve as re-
minder to others that the power of an indi-
vidual with drive, perseverance and a strong 
work-ethic can do great things. His dedication 
to his work, family and community are a testa-
ment to a life lived well and a legacy that will 
continue. I extend my condolences to Doug’s 
family and friends; although Doug may be 
gone, the light and goodness he brought to 
the world remains and will never be forgotten. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO DR. JAMES L. 
EDWARDS FOR HIS 25 YEARS OF 
OUTSTANDING SERVICE AS 
PRESIDENT OF ANDERSON UNI-
VERSITY 

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Dr. James L. Edwards on 
the occasion of his retirement. For 25 years 
Dr. Edwards has served as President of An-
derson University. He is the longest serving 
president of a university in Indiana’s history 
and has contributed so much to the commu-
nity. The people of the Fifth Congressional 
District of Indiana are forever grateful for Dr. 
Edwards’ contributions and commitment to An-
derson University and the Hoosier community. 

In 1990, Dr. Edwards became the fourth 
President of Anderson University since its es-
tablishment in 1917. He took office July 1, 
1990, however his relationship with the school 
goes back decades before that. Dr. Edwards 
is a graduate of Anderson University, receiving 
his bachelor’s degree from the school and 
later his master’s degree from the Anderson 
University School of Theology. Prior to his ten-
ure as President he held two positions with 
Anderson University, first as Director of Stu-
dent Recruitment (1966–1970) and later as Di-
rector of Church and Alumni Relations (1972– 
1975). 

Growing up as the son of a minister in Ohio, 
Dr. Edwards has a long history with the 
church. His expertise and contributions to the 
church are not limited to his time with Ander-
son University. After completing his under-
graduate and graduate degrees from Ander-
son University, he went on to receive his Doc-
tor of Philosophy in Educational Policy and 
Leadership at the Ohio State University. As an 
ordained minister he has more than 30 years 
of experience, most notably as Senior Pastor 
of the Meadow Park Church in Columbus, 
Ohio as well as other churches throughout In-
diana and Michigan. He also served at the na-
tional level as President and CEO of Warner 
Press, a publishing house for the Church of 
God, where he directed the work of the largest 
religious publisher in Indiana. 

During his tenure as President he presided 
over the Anderson School of Theology, a 
graduate program for the training of ministers, 
the same program from which he received his 
master’s degree. He recognized the impor-
tance of resource development and led cam-
paigns that raised more than $205 million for 

the school, which included the construction of 
several campus buildings. Dr. Edwards was 
not just involved locally, but also at state and 
national levels. At the state level, he served as 
chair of the board for Independent Colleges of 
Indiana and was a member of the Steering 
Committee of the Indiana Leadership Prayer 
Breakfast. He served at the national level on 
the Board of Directors of the Council for Chris-
tian Colleges and Universities as well as direc-
tor of the board of the National Association of 
Independent Colleges and Universities. 

Dr. Edwards’ leadership was most evident 
at home. He showed extensive commitment to 
community at the local level in Anderson, Indi-
ana. He has served on the board of directors 
for many groups, including the Madison Coun-
ty Community Foundation, the Corporation for 
Economic Development of Madison County, 
First Merchants Bank of Central Indiana, St. 
Vincent Anderson Regional Hospital, Citizens 
Banking Company, and the United Way. Addi-
tionally, he served on the Ministries Council of 
the Church of God and is a member of the 
Rotary Club of Anderson, where he was hon-
ored with the 2003 Community Image Award. 

On behalf of the grateful constituents of In-
diana’s Fifth Congressional District, I congratu-
late Dr. Edwards on the occasion of his retire-
ment. We congratulate him on his remarkable 
career and extend a huge thank you for all of 
the wonderful contributions he has made to 
the Hoosier community, to our state, and our 
nation. I wish the very best to Dr. Edwards, 
his wife, Deanna, his three children, and his 
six grandchildren as he enjoys a well-de-
served retirement. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, on 
Roll Call #69, on the Motion to Suspend the 
Rules and Pass H.R. 719, I am not recorded 
because I was unavoidably detained. Had I 
been present, I would have voted Aye. 

On Roll Call #70, on the Motion to Suspend 
the Rules and Pass H.R. 720, I am not re-
corded because I was unavoidably detained. 
Had I been present, I would have voted Aye. 
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TRIBUTE TO MARTIN J. 
ZANINOVICH 

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of a great American, a self- 
made man, a son of immigrants and founder 
of an agricultural colossus—Martin J. 
Zaninovich, who passed away on December 
9, 2014 in Santa Barbara at the age of 91. 

Martin’s father John left Croatia on the eve 
of the First World War as the Austro-Hun-
garian Empire teetered toward dissolution. In 
California, John married Mary, another Yugo-
slavian émigré, and found in the San Joaquin 
Valley the familiar arid climate and rich soils of 
his Dalmatian homeland. On a small farm out-
side Porterville the Zaninovichs raised grapes 
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and children too, two sons and three daugh-
ters by 1940. Martin came first in 1923, and 
after attending high school in Porterville, he 
left the valley for the University of Southern 
California. 

The Second World War swept Martin into 
the United States Army and across the Pacific 
to the small island of Okinawa. Returning in 
1947 to Delano, California, Martin married 
Margaret Surjak and co-founded Jasmine 
Vineyards with his cousin Vincent. The farm 
marked the beginning of Martin’s rise in the 
table grape industry just as it began to take 
off. In 1961, production stood at 450 thousand 
tons. By 2003, output had swollen to 730 
thousand tons as aggressive marketing more 
than doubled domestic per capita consump-
tion. 

It was not an easy accomplishment. Facing 
weak demand in the late 1960s, Martin con-
vinced his fellow growers to pool their re-
sources and press the California legislature to 
pass the Ketchum Act, which elevated the 
table grape industry to parity with California’s 
other agricultural commodities. Martin—who at 
various times chaired the South Central Farm-
ers Committee, the California Fresh Fruit As-
sociation, and the Delano Grape Growers 
Products to promote and expand the market— 
accompanied the California Table Grape Com-
mission he helped found on its first inter-
national trade mission to Japan in 1973. 

As a staunch conservative with a firm belief 
in individual enterprise and market economics, 
Martin constantly pursued policies and goals 
on behalf of valley growers. His work ethic 
went hand in hand with his philanthropy; Mar-
tin was one of the original founders of the 
California State University Bakersfield and a 
board member of Mercy Hospital. 

Martin is survived by his wife, Margaret, and 
their three children: Katina, Sonya and Jon. 
Today, Martin’s family operates his vineyards 
with the same hard work and discipline he 
personified so well. The San Joaquin Valley 
has lost one of its champions, formidable and 
tireless, another of those citizens for whom the 
greatest generation was named. On behalf of 
our community, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in remembering the life and legacy of Martin 
Zaninovich, and offering our condolences to 
his family. 
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SERVING WITH HONOR 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Lt. Cheryl Hillegeist on her im-
pending promotion to the rank of captain in 
the Fort Bend County Sheriff’s Office. This 
promotion will make her the highest-ranking 
female officer ever to serve the Fort Bend 
County Sheriff’s Office. As a resident of Fort 
Bend County, I sleep better at night knowing 
officers like Lt. Hillegeist are on patrol looking 
out for my family and the great folks who call 
our diverse county home. 

Hillegeist’s distinguished career in law en-
forcement has spanned three decades. While 
working with the Texas Department of Crimi-
nal Justice and the Fort Bend County Sheriff’s 
office, her exemplary character and actions 
encouraged her rapid rise through the ranks 

and the earned the recognition and gratitude 
of her community. This well deserved pro-
motion is a reflection of her stellar commit-
ment to protecting our county. 

I thank Lt. Cheryl Hillegeist for her dedica-
tion to service and extraordinary conduct in 
the discharge of her public duties. On behalf 
of the residents of the Twenty-Second Con-
gressional of Texas, congratulations again to 
Hillegeist for being promoted to captain in the 
Fort Bend County Sheriff’s Office. 
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RECOGNIZING CANADA CONSUL 
GENERAL ROY B. NORTON’S 
VISIT TO SPRINGFIELD, MO 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to give 
Consul General of Canada Roy B. Norton an 
enthusiastic welcome and wish him well on his 
visit to Southwest Missouri. 

Consul General Norton represents Canadian 
interests in Missouri as well as in Illinois and 
Wisconsin. He focuses on trade, investment, 
environmental, cultural and academic policy 
areas. 

Missouri and Canada’s alliance runs deep in 
trade, impacting nearly 164,000 jobs in the 
state. 

Canada is a strong partner with not only 
Missouri, but the U.S. as a whole. There is 
deep appreciation for the resources Canada 
offers such as energy and agricultural trade 
and our mutual national security interests as 
we partner to protect our shared borders, our 
homelands from shared enemies abroad and 
assisting the defense of our allies from theirs. 

I am honored to recognize Consul General 
Norton, his representation of Canada and the 
valuable partnership the great state of Mis-
souri and Canada share. I welcome him to my 
home state and continue looking forward to a 
strong future and alliance ahead. 
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HONORING MATTHEW LAWRENCE 
KNOPP 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Matthew Lawrence 
Knopp. Matthew is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 351, 
and earning the most prestigious award of 
Eagle Scout. 

Matthew has been very active with his 
troop, participating in many scout activities. 
Over the many years Matthew has been in-
volved with scouting, he has not only earned 
numerous merit badges, but also the respect 
of his family, peers, and community. Most no-
tably, Matthew has contributed to his commu-
nity through his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Matthew Lawrence Knopp for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

RECOGNIZING THE LONG SERVICE 
OF MARGARET ‘‘PEGGY’’ 
THERESA GIERIE 

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the long and distinguished service 
to the country of one of my constituents, Mar-
garet ‘‘Peggy’’ Theresa Gierie, who is turning 
90 and is, I believe, among our nation’s oldest 
federal employees. 

Ms. Gierie comes from a long line of military 
service. She had a great grandfather who 
fought in the Battle of Gettysburg, her father 
survived gas attacks in World War I, and her 
husband was a U.S. Army Air Corps navigator 
in World War II. Ms. Gierie added to that leg-
acy in 1945 by enlisting in the WAVES, a 
women’s division of the U.S. Navy in which 
she served as a telegrapher at the Philadel-
phia Navy Yard. Her service earned her a 
World War II Victory Medal. 

Ms. Gierie went on to attend college and 
work at several different jobs while raising 
three children with her husband. 

At this point in her story, no one would have 
faulted her for taking a well-earned rest in re-
tirement. She has done no such thing. Ms. 
Gierie re-entered the workforce after her hus-
band of 50 years passed away. And since 
2007, she has found a new way to serve the 
country—as a receptionist at the Sanford Vet 
Center, which offers a range of services to 
Maine veterans and their families. 

In her time there, she has become a familiar 
and welcome face to the clients who often 
come to appointments early just to chat with 
her. At the same time, she handles demand-
ing duties with a positive attitude, profes-
sionalism, dedication, and, above all, a never- 
ending supply of energy. She goes above and 
beyond for every veteran who calls or comes 
through the door. 

Mr. Speaker, I truly admire Ms. Gierie for 
her incredible service, and would like to thank 
her for the difference she has made in the 
lives of Maine veterans and wish her a very 
happy 90th birthday. 
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SUPPORT FOR H.R. 644 AND H.R. 
636 

HON. RYAN A. COSTELLO 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in support of 2 bills that 
will bring tax certainty to small businesses and 
families in my District. 

It is legislation that will make a number of 
tax provisions permanent. I encourage my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to support 
this legislation. 

We have to fix the tax code for everybody— 
including hardworking small businesses and 
families. 

I have traveled my District and have heard 
from many small businesses and families who 
are looking for tax relief. 

H.R. 644—The Fighting Hunger Incentive 
Act will promote charitable giving which will 
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