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Over his 39 year career with Tri-Center, 

Coach Cochran won 551 games, made five 
state tournaments, won five Western Iowa 
Conference Championships, five Conference 
Tournament Championships, eight District 
Championships, and five Substate Champion-
ships. Coach Cochran was also awarded the 
State of Iowa Coach of the Year in 1986 and 
2008 and was inducted into the Iowa High 
School Athletic Association’s Hall of Fame in 
2009. 

In addition to these many honors Coach 
Cochran has a well-deserved reputation for 
helping produce great students and guiding 
them to become even better young adults. Mr. 
Speaker, the example set by Coach Cochran 
and the countless hours of devotion to his stu-
dents demonstrates the rewards of hard work, 
dedication, and perseverance. 

I am honored to represent Carl and his fam-
ily in the United States Congress. I know that 
all of my colleagues in the House join me in 
congratulating him on this latest honor and 
wish him the best of luck in the future. 
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CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF EDNA 
FLORES-LAGUNTE 

HON. XAVIER BECERRA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to and celebrate the birthday of 
Edna Flores-Lagunte. Edna was a valued 
member of my Capitol Hill staff during the late 
1990’s, and she lived in San Francisco during 
the past decade. She would have turned 42 
years old today. I say ‘‘would have’’ because, 
sadly, Edna passed away unexpectedly on 
June 8, 2014. 

One of Edna’s great passions was partici-
pating in the annual AIDS/LifeCycle, a 7 day, 
545 mile bike ride from San Francisco to Los 
Angeles to raise funds and awareness in the 
fight against HIV/AIDS. Edna was a veteran 
rider and participated in her 13th AIDS/ 
LifeCycle last year. Her involvement originally 
stemmed from a strong desire to raise aware-
ness of HIV/AIDS in the Filipino American 
community. She oftentimes rode in the mem-
ory of friends whom she had met over the 
years. 

Edna took part in last year’s event with her 
husband, Richard Lagunte, also a longtime 
rider. Sadly, she suffered cardiac arrest in the 
middle of the ride and passed away shortly 
thereafter. 

Not only was she well-known among event 
organizers and fellow cyclists, she was a be-
loved individual. Edna was genuine, enthusi-
astic, compassionate, and full of life. Her 
strong dedication to serving the needs of indi-
viduals with HIV/AIDS and raising awareness 
was truly outstanding and serves as an exam-
ple for all of us. 

During her tenure in my office, Edna was a 
respected member of my staff who gave so 
much of herself. I will always remember her 
for her cheerful spirit, generosity, positive atti-
tude, and her stunning smile. 

Mr. Speaker, today I ask my colleagues and 
this House to rise with me to celebrate the 
birth and life of Edna Flores-Lagunte. I am 
saddened that after less than 42 years of liv-
ing, we must say farewell to a remarkable 

human being who personified the very best in 
public service. I extend my deepest condo-
lences to Edna’s husband Richard, parents 
Nena and Esposito Flores, and brother Ed-
ward. She touched so many and is deeply 
missed. 
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TRIBUTE TO TUCKER BLUML 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Tucker 
Bluml for being awarded the Ron Scott Wres-
tler of Character Award at the Scott Duels in 
Mt. Ayr, Iowa. 

Tucker was selected for this honor by a 
committee of wrestlers, coaches, officials, and 
teachers who worked with Coach Scott. This 
is a prestigious award that is presented annu-
ally to a wrestler nominated by one of the 
competing schools who has displayed exem-
plary character. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by Tucker 
and his supportive family demonstrates the re-
wards of hard work, dedication and persist-
ence. I am honored to represent Tucker and 
his parents, Shawn and Barbie Bluml, in the 
United States Congress. 

I know that all of my colleagues in the 
House join me in congratulating him on being 
recognized with the Ron Scott Wrestler of 
Character Award, and I wish him continued 
success in his future education and the sport 
of wrestling. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE RETIRE-
MENT OF JACKSONVILLE STATE 
UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT WIL-
LIAM A. MEEHAN 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize my friend, Dr. William 
A. Meehan, who has gone above and beyond 
in his service to my alma mater, Jacksonville 
State University. Dr. Meehan is retiring from 
his post as the president of JSU on June 30th, 
2015, where his leadership and support will be 
sorely missed. 

Dr. Meehan first enrolled at JSU as a fresh-
man in 1968, completed his Bachelor of 
Science in biology in 1972 and in the same 
year began a career in education. In 1976, he 
earned his Master’s of Science degree in biol-
ogy at Jacksonville State University and the 
following year returned as an instructor in the 
Department of Biology. He received a Doc-
torate of Education in the field of higher edu-
cation administration from the University of 
Alabama. 

Among the positions Dr. Meehan held at 
JSU prior to becoming president were: Coordi-
nator of Medical Technology Program, Director 
of Academic Advisement, Assistant Vice Presi-
dent for Academic Affairs, Associate Vice 
President for Academic and Student Affairs, 
Acting Vice President for Academic Affairs, 
and Acting Vice President for Institutional Ad-

vancement. He assumed the position of presi-
dent on July 1st, 1999. 

Dr. Meehan’s expansive vision for JSU in-
cluded looking to the future while drawing on 
the strengths of the past. One of his primary 
goals has been to extend classrooms and re-
move barriers to a college degree. Through 
the use of Internet, the University is able to 
make classes and learning more accessible to 
those who work, or for other reasons may not 
be able to reside on or near the main campus. 
Under Meehan’s leadership, JSU is working to 
move forward to allow education to be an op-
portunity to those who were previously ex-
cluded. 

President Meehan has strived to ensure 
JSU’s bright future; through partnerships with 
K–12 and community colleges, he has turned 
JSU into a campus in which education can be 
seen as a seamless process flowing from kin-
dergarten through graduate school. 

While overseeing the development of the 
University’s first strategic plan, Dr. Meehan 
said that JSU more accurately accomplished 
the institution’s mission through integrating tra-
ditional academic programs with career-ori-
ented programs for students. His initiative for 
the future was founded upon the principle that 
education spurs economic development. 

Dr. Meehan is also highly involved in the 
community. He has served as an executive 
committee member of the Board of Directors 
of the United Way of East Central Alabama, 
and is active in the area Chambers of Com-
merce of both Calhoun and Etowah Counties. 
Meehan is married to the former Elizabeth 
Stevens, and father to twin boys Drew and 
Will, and daughter Carol Grace. President 
Meehan is a devoted member of the First 
Baptist Church of Jacksonville, Alabama. 

On April 3rd, 2015, there will be a commu-
nity-wide event to honor Dr. Meehan and his 
family. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in thanking Dr. 
William Meehan for his tireless dedication to 
Jacksonville State University and the sur-
rounding community. His exemplary service in 
education is an inspiration. We wish him the 
best of luck in his future endeavors. 
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A TRIBUTE TO LT. COLONEL 
TRAVIS ACHESON IN THE FIRST 
SESSION OF THE 114TH CON-
GRESS 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Lt. Colonel Travis Acheson 
upon being promoted to the rank of Colonel. 
He has dedicated his life to his country and I 
am proud to recognize his service and accom-
plishments today. 

After graduating from Valley High School in 
Des Moines, Colonel Acheson attended the 
University of Iowa with a degree in Econom-
ics. He was commissioned shortly after 
through the Air National Guard Academy of 
Military Science. He’s served as Commander 
of the 124th Fighter Squadron at the Iowa Air 
National Guard in Des Moines. He has over 
2,300 flying hours and flown missions in Iraq 
and Afghanistan for the operations Provide 
Comfort, Northern Watch, Noble Eagle, Iraqi 
Freedom and Enduring Freedom. 
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Throughout his life Colonel Acheson has 

displayed enormous courage, resolve, and 
selflessness in his service. He’s dedicated his 
life to our country and we cannot thank him 
enough for the sacrifices he’s made. 

Colonel Acheson is an Iowan who we can 
all be proud of. We must never forget those 

who have answered the call to serve this na-
tion and the cause of freedom. Iowans like 
him are the reason we can all sleep soundly 
at night and enjoy the freedoms we cherish so 
much. 

It’s with great honour I recognize Colonel 
Acheson and his family today. I know that my 

colleagues in the House join me in honoring 
his accomplishments. I thank him for his serv-
ice and wish him and his family all the best 
moving forward. 
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