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Building Sciences found that for every $1
spent on mitigation, $4 was saved in potential
disaster costs. Other corollary benefits and in-
direct savings at the local level and within the
business sector were also identified. More-
over, the Congressional Budget Office con-
firmed the cost savings of the program. Using
a different analysis, the CBO found in 2007
that for every $1 spent on mitigation, $3 was
saved in potential disaster costs.

But it is not just empirical studies that have
confirmed the benefits of this program. There
are numerous examples of flood control
projects, voluntary acquisitions of real property
located in flood zones, and the construction of
safe rooms that have saved lives and pre-
vented future damage. Areas that have experi-
enced flood damage in the past, and have
flooded again, experienced reduced or no
damage thanks to effective mitigation. For in-
stance, in lowa, pre-disaster mitigation funds
were used to purchase riverfront homes from
homeowners that had suffered flood damage
and then converted to green space. When the
area subsequently flooded again, there was
no new damage, thanks to the pre-disaster
mitigation efforts.

With today’s ongoing fiscal challenges, in-
creasingly severe storms, and escalating ef-
fects of climate change, it makes sense for
our country to prepare for these disasters now
in order to prevent or reduce damage. Smart
planning to mitigate the adverse impact of dis-
asters not only saves lives, but saves
money—especially over the long run.

In the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy when
there were initial damage estimates in the bil-
lions of dollars, many Members from both
sides of the aisle streamed to the floor to ex-
press sympathy to the victims, as well as
decry the extent of the damage and large
costs. This program represents an opportunity
to curb similar costs in the future while also
saving lives and protecting property.

It is time to reauthorize the Pre-Disaster
Hazard Mitigation Program at a sufficient level
to make an impact. | urge my colleagues to
support this measure.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. TAMMY DUCKWORTH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 10, 2015

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, on Feb-
ruary 2, 2015, on Roll Call #51 on the Motion
to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 361—
Medical Preparedness Allowable Use Act, |
am not recorded because | was absent for
medical reasons. Had | been present, | would
have voted YEA.

On February 2, 2015, on Roll Call #52 on
the Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass
H.R. 615—Department of Homeland Security
Interoperable Communications Act, | am not
recorded because | was absent for medical
reasons. Had | been present, | would have
voted YEA.

On February 2, 2015, on Roll Call #53 on
the Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass
H.R. 623—Social Media Working Group Act, |
am not recorded because | was absent for
medical reasons. Had | been present, | would
have voted YEA.

On February 3, 2015, on Roll Call #54 on
Ordering the Previous Question for H. Res.
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70, | am not recorded because | was absent
for medical reasons. Had | been present, |
would have voted NAY.

On February 3, 2015, on Roll Call #55 on H.
Res. 70, Providing for consideration of the bill
(H.R. 596) to repeal the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act and health care-related
provisions in the Health Care and Education
Reconciliation Act of 2010, and for other pur-
poses, | am not recorded because | was ab-
sent for medical reasons. Had | been present,
| would have voted NAY.

On February 3, 2015, on Roll Call #57 on
the Democratic Motion to Recommit H.R. 596,
| am not recorded because | was absent for
medical reasons. Had | been present, | would
have voted YEA.

On February 3, 2015, on Roll Call #58 on
Passage of H.R. 596—To repeal the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act and health
care-related provisions in the Health Care and
Education Reconciliation Act of 2010, and for
other purposes, | am not recorded because |
was absent for medical reasons. Had | been
present, | would have voted NAY.

On February 4, 2015, on Roll Call #59 on
Ordering the Previous Question for H. Res.
78, | am not recorded because | was absent
for medical reasons. Had | been present, |
would have voted NAY.

On February 4, 2015, on Roll Call #60 on H.
Res. 78, Providing for consideration of the bill
(H.R. 527) Small Business Regulatory Flexi-
bility Improvements Act of 2015 and providing
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 50) Unfunded
Mandates Information and Transparency Act
of 2015, | am not recorded because | was ab-
sent for medical reasons. Had | been present,
| would have voted NAY.

On February 4, 2015, on Roll Call #61 on
Agreeing to the Cummings of Maryland
Amendment to H.R. 50, | am not recorded be-
cause | was absent for medical reasons. Had
| been present, | would have voted YEA.

On February 4, 2015, on Roll Call #62 on
Agreeing to the Connolly of Virginia Amend-
ment to H.R. 50, | am not recorded because
| was absent for medical reasons. Had | been
present, | would have voted YEA.

On February 4, 2015, on Roll Call #63 on
the Democratic Motion to Recommit H.R. 50,
| am not recorded because | was absent for
medical reasons. Had | been present, | would
have voted YEA.

On February 4, 2015, on Roll Call #64 on
Passage of H.R. 50—Unfunded Mandates In-
formation and Transparency Act of 2015, | am
not recorded because | was absent for med-
ical reasons. Had | been present, | would have
voted NAY.

On February 5, 2015, on Roll Call #65 on
Agreeing to the Schrader of Oregon Amend-
ment to H.R. 527, | am not recorded because
| was absent for medical reasons. Had | been
present, | would have voted YEA.

On February 5, 2015, on Roll Call #66 on
Agreeing to the Jackson-Lee of Texas Amend-
ment to H.R. 527, | am not recorded because
| was absent for medical reasons. Had | been
present, | would have voted YEA.

On February 5, 2015, on Roll Call #67 on
the Democratic Motion to Recommit H.R. 527,
| am not recorded because | was absent for
medical reasons. Had | been present, | would
have voted YEA.

On February 5, 2015, on Roll Call #68 on
Passage of H.R. 527—Small Business Regu-
latory Flexibility Improvements Act of 2015, |
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am not recorded because | was absent for
medical reasons. Had | been present, | would
have voted NAY.

——————

RECOGNIZING MRS. PEGGY
WILLIAMS RUFFIN

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 10, 2015

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, today it is
with great pleasure that | rise to recognize the
contributions of Mrs. Peggy Williams Ruffin
who dedicated her career to public service.
Mrs. Ruffin is being honored by the Gamma
Beta Omega chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. at this year's Diamond Anniver-
sary Banquet in Wilson, North Carolina. Mrs.
Ruffin has dedicated herself to the pursuit of
social justice and the well-being of those less
fortunate and is most deserving of this rec-
ognition.

Mrs. Ruffin, who is married to Jessie Ray
Ruffin, was born on September 18, 1942, in
Wilson, North Carolina to James Williams and
the former Ida Pearl. Mrs. Ruffin graduated
from Shaw University with a Bachelor's degree
and received her Master's degree from How-
ard University in Washington, DC. Following
her education, Mrs. Ruffin worked as a med-
ical social worker and hospital supervisor.
Upon retiring from the North Carolina Depart-
ment of Human Resources, she was pre-
sented the state’s highest honor—the Order of
the Long Leaf Pine. In keeping with her self-
less contributions to others, Mrs. Ruffin cur-
rently serves as a mentor and tutor as well as
a Board Member of the Odelle W. Whitehead
Center.

Mrs. Ruffin is a Golden Member of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. and was initiated in
1963 while attending Shaw University as a
member of the Beta Rho chapter. She joined
the Gamma Beta Omega chapter in 1969 and
has served in many leadership positions since
then.

Mr. Speaker, Mrs. Ruffin’s contributions to
our great nation are many. She is dedicated to
the service of others and her passion to im-
prove the quality of life and the well-being of
her community is self-evident. | ask my col-
leagues join me in congratulating Mrs. Peggy
Ruffin on the high honor of being recognized
by the Gamma Beta Omega chapter of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.

————

MS. BRITTANY SEYMORE—
EMBODIMENT OF SERVICE

HON. JOHN RATCLIFFE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 10, 2015

Mr. RATCLIFFE. Mr. Speaker, congratula-
tions to Ms. Brittany Seymore on her well-de-
served recognition as the 2014 Outstanding
Teaching Award winner.

Ms. Seymore has proven herself a leader
and a role model for her 3rd grade class in the
Rockwall ISD.

As a son of two public school teachers and
a graduate of public school myself, | know the
critical role that educators play in preparing
our children to be the leaders of tomorrow.
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Rockwall ISD and the surrounding areas are
fortunate to have such a passionate and dedi-
cated teacher to call its own. Her own prin-
cipal has said that Ms. Seymore has built a
reputation throughout the district as a leader
and a top level teacher.

Ms. Seymore’s ability to differentiate utilizing
stations and homework according to student
need is a feat that all teachers strive to reach,
and one that Ms. Seymore has mastered.

Her involvement on her campus also goes
above and beyond the duties of a teacher. Her
part in the district's “Launch Pad Cadre” lead-
ership team fosters innovated and meaningful
classroom projects.

Not only is Ms. Seymore valued in her
school but also in the Rockwall community.
Just this past year, her ability to collect sup-
plies for a young student that was being treat-
ed for leukemia shows a great level of com-
passion and intertwines life lessons into what
she teachers her students.

Recognizing the role that education plays in
enabling opportunity for all, the United States
was the first country in the world to develop a
public education system free for anyone to at-
tend. In my job as your Congressman, I'm en-
gaged in many policy debates about education
in this country. But let me tell you, nothing that
legislators do in Washington or Austin can
change this undeniable fact—good education
starts with great teachers. And we need more
dedicated and passionate teachers like Ms.
Seymore. That's why I'm so happy to be here
to present this award. Congratulations.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. TOM MARINO

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 10, 2015

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no.
47, | was unable to make votes due to the
weather (snow storm) in Pennsylvania.

Had | been present, | would have voted yea.

———

LIAM FAIRBRASS APPOINTMENT
TO UNITED STATES MILITARY
ACADEMY

HON. JODY B. HICE

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 10, 2015

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in order to congratulate Mr. Liam
Fairbrass on his appointment to the United
States Military Academy.

Mr. Fairbrass is an incredibly accomplished
young man from Milledgeville, Georgia. Liam
is the son of Mark and Emily Fairbrass, and is
a graduate of the prestigious Georgia Military
College Preparatory School. During his time
there, Liam exhibited his dedication to leader-
ship while serving as the High School JRTOC
Battalion Rank Commander, the highest rank-
ing possible at the institution.

Among his many accolades, Liam also
showcased academic prowess by his involve-
ment with the National Honor Society, the Mu
Alpha Theta Society, and served as a student
government representative.

Mr. Speaker, Liam Fairbrass is also a young
man who also is dedicated to improving his
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community through service. Liam led fund-
raising efforts for the worthy cause of Wreaths
Across America, an organization which works
with the Georgia War Veterans Memorial in
order to lay wreaths on the graves of vet-
erans.

Lastly, Mr. Speaker, | understand that Mr.
Fairbrass is no stranger to the rigorous work
ethic required to be considered as a candidate
for the United States Military Academy. With
several family members serving as mentors
and graduates of the same institution, | am
confident that Liam will accomplish his ulti-
mate goal of serving his nation as a United
States soldier.

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to congratu-
late Mr. Liam Fairbrass.

RECOGNIZING MRS. ADDIE SCIPIO
HAGANS

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 10, 2015

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, today it is
with great pleasure that | rise to recognize the
contributions of Mrs. Addie Scipio Hagans, a
dedicated educator and civil servant. Mrs.
Hagans is being honored by the Gamma Beta
Omega chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Soror-
ity, Inc. at this year's Diamond Anniversary
Banquet in Wilson, North Carolina. Mrs.
Hagans has dedicated her life to the service of
others and is most deserving of this recogni-
tion.

Mrs. Addie Hagans was born May 24, 1928,
in Chadbourn, North Carolina, to Alfred Dancy
Scipio and the former-Novella Wallace. She
earned both her Bachelor's and Master's De-
grees from North Carolina Central University,
then North Carolina College, where she ex-
celled in English, Speech, and Drama. After
college, Mrs. Hagans began her career in edu-
cation. Mrs. Hagans spent 35 years in edu-
cation and during that time earned numerous
awards and accolades. In addition to being
recognized as Wilson County Teacher of the
Year for 1978, Mrs. Hagans received the Dis-
tinguished Service Award and Most Spirited
Teacher Award from the Wilson City Schools.

Mrs. Hagans is a Golden Member and Life
Member of Alpha Kappa Alpha, Sorority Inc.
and has served as Basileus, Epistoleus, Anti-
Basileus, Ivy Leaf Reporter, and Hodegos. In
keeping with her selfless contributions to oth-
ers, Mrs. Hagans currently serves as a mem-
ber of the Gamma Beta Omega Chapter’s Tu-
toring Committee. Mrs. Hagans is married to
John Hubert Hagans and they are proud par-
ents of two adult children, Reginald Orrin
Hagans and Pamela Joi Hagans.

Mr. Speaker, Addie Hagans’ contributions to
my home state of North Carolina and our
great nation are many. Her passion for edu-
cation and dedication to the service of others
is self-evident. | ask my colleagues join me in
congratulating Mrs. Addie Scipio Hagans on
the high honor of being recognized by the
Gamma Beta Omega chapter of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc.
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IN HONOR OF KYLE DIXON III

HON. DONALD NORCROSS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 10, 2015

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Kyle Dixon Il of Cherry Hill, New Jer-
sey for his personal growth and achievements
as a successful author at the age of thirteen.

As a fourth grade student, Kyle could not
write a full sentence. He was a special needs
student who struggled with most of his class-
es, in particular, writing. Due to his struggle,
Kyle was homeschooled until the sixth grade.
It was at that time that his mother encouraged
him to start a journal to improve his writing
skills. The support and encouragement he re-
ceived from his family propelled young Kyle to
start writing his book titled “Jay Bumblebee”.

“Jay Bumblebee” is about a young bee that
does not have wings. Unable to provide for his
family, Jay becomes an entrepreneur and
goes on to take over his father's shoe busi-
ness and provide for his family. Many of the
themes in “Jay Bumblebee” go hand in hand
with the challenges Kyle has overcome in his
own life, and his book has provided inspiration
for many young students to never give up on
their dreams.

Kyle is a wonderful example of what New
Jersey Students are capable of. To date, he
has travelled throughout New Jersey, New
York, and Pennsylvania promoting his book.
He plans on visiting fifty more schools by
April. With over 8,000 copies already sold,
Kyle’s future success looks promising, and he
hopes to continue motivating students by shar-
ing his own story of hard work and success.

Mr. Speaker, Kyle Dixon is a great student
who exemplifies the American spirit. | join the
Cherry Hill community and all of New Jersey
in honoring the achievements of this excep-
tional young man.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. TOM MARINO

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 10, 2015

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no.
46, | was unable to make votes due to the
weather (snow storm) in Pennsylvania. Had |
been present, | would have voted yea.

———

RECOGNIZING MRS. MARIAN
SEWELL FARMER

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 10, 2015

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, today it is
with great pleasure that | rise to recognize the
contributions of Mrs. Marian Sewell Farmer
who is being honored by the Gamma Beta
Omega chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Soror-
ity, Inc. at this years Diamond Anniversary
Banquet in Wilson, North Carolina. Mrs. Farm-
er is a dedicated educator and public servant
who has committed her life’s work to the serv-
ice of others and is most deserving of this rec-
ognition.
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