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Puerto Rico, in urging Republican leadership
to make good on the promise that action will
be taken by March 31st to allow the U.S. terri-
tory to restructure its debt. This agreement
made last night is welcome news as we can-
not continue to ignore the urgency of the
mounting fiscal and economic crisis facing
Puerto Rico.

On behalf of all Puerto Ricans, including the
more than 12,000 who reside in my home
state of Alabama, | remain disappointed that a
deal to enable the territory to restructure its
debt and keep its schools, hospitals, and
roads open and functioning past January 1
was not included in the Omnibus. The sov-
ereignty of the Puerto Rican people is our re-
sponsibility.

| represent parts of Jefferson County, Ala-
bama, a political subdivision which became
the biggest U.S. municipal bankruptcy in 2011.
While we all can agree bankruptcy isn't a
cure-all and it definitely has its limits, it is often
necessary to begin the process of dealing with
an unimaginable debt load. Puerto Rico
should have the same power to avail them-
selves of the federal remedies and negotiate
directly with their bond holders as every U.S.
state has.

Puerto Rico is the third-largest issuer of mu-
nicipal bonds in the U.S. and now has a debt
totaling $72 billion, amounting to $20,000 for
every man, woman, and child on the island.
As over 50 percent of Puerto Rico’s citizens
live in poverty, default will potentially lead to a
humanitarian crisis.

At no cost to us, we can allow the U.S. terri-
tory to restructure its debt and declare bank-
ruptcy, ultimately keeping the basic functions
of government open and avoiding real social
and economic harm to the American citizens
living on the island.

But we can’t stop there. We all must remain
committed to assisting Puerto Rico in a long-
term solution to the economic and social chal-
lenges the island has been facing for far too
long.

The island territory of Puerto Rico has al-
ready suffered a decade of economic stagna-
tion, high unemployment, and cuts in every
program from higher education to health care.
The government of Puerto Rico has closed
160 schools in the past two years and is
spending $2,000 less per student than the av-
erage spent in the states. It has laid off 21
percent of its employees since 2008 with fur-
ther cuts projected in 2016. The Puerto Rican
people can ill-afford more cuts. We in Con-
gress must do our part.

We should prevent further crisis by giving
our U.S. territory of Puerto Rico the ability to
restructure its debt and deal with the root
causes of the crisis just as all U.S. states
have the ability to do.

| want to commend the leadership of Luis
GUTIERREZ, NYDIA VELAZQUEZ, Leader PELOSI,
JOSE SERRANO, and PEDRO PIERLUISI for their
tireless commitment to the people of Puerto
Rico and all Hispanic Americans. It is because
of their efforts that Republican leadership has
agreed to take action by March 31st. We all
need to follow their lead in standing up for the
American people who live, work, and raise
their families in our territories.

Today | stand with the Puerto Rican people
in urging this body to work together on a bi-
partisan, commonsense restructuring bill that
provides economic hope to the people of
Puerto Rico.
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HONORING THE 2015 STARS OVER
DULLES AWARD RECIPIENTS

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 18, 2015

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize the Dulles Regional Chamber of Com-
merce for its ongoing dedication to local busi-
nesses and our community and to congratu-
late the 2015 “Stars Over Dulles” Award re-
cipients.

This year, at the 20th Annual Stars Over
Dulles Awards Luncheon, the Chamber will
honor those extraordinary businesses, non-
profit organizations and citizens who have
dedicated their talents and activities to en-
hancing our economy and our community.

As the former Chairman of the Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors, and now as a
Member of Congress representing this com-
munity, | have been proud to partner with the
Chamber on promoting the region’s pro-busi-
ness climate and celebrating the service that
so many individuals and businesses provide to
our community.

| am pleased to submit the following recipi-
ents of the 2015 Stars Over Dulles Awards:

Public Service Star: Presented to Delegate
Thomas Rust (86th District) for more than 30
years of public service, including as Chairman
of the House of Delegates Transportation
Committee and as Mayor of Herndon.

Veterans Star: Presented to Col. Paul Pat-
ton, USAF (Retired) of CACI, whose life of
service has extended far beyond his time in
the Air Force and serves as an example for
others to follow.

Community Stars: Presented to Doug and
Annie Downer and Laura and George Price for
their organization of the beverage shifts during
the World Police and Fire Games, during
which they found the personnel for 391 volun-
teer shifts.

Innovation Stars: Presented to Bruce Blechl,
Jerome Williams, Bill Knight, and Barry Biggar
for their presentation to Fairfax County of the
idea to host the 2015 World Police and Fire
Games.

STEM Star: Presented to The Childrens
Science Center for their opening of a new lab-
oratory in Fair Oaks this summer. The lab is
a major addition to our region’s ability to en-
courage a new generation of STEM learners.

Housing Star: Presented posthumously to
Bill Lauer, founder of Tetra Partners, for his
tireless work to end homelessness in Fairfax
County. Bill was a driver of Fairfax County’s
efforts to preserve affordable housing and the
Initiative to End Homelessness, built homes
himself, and was about to become president
of Cornerstones before his untimely death.

Deal of the Year: Presented to The Town of
Herndon for its managing of the sale of the
Ashwell property, which will allow the town to
consolidate its plans to redevelop the down-
town area.

Technology Star: Presented to Peter Jobse
of the Center for Innovative Technology, who
is retiring this year after leading the Center for
almost 40 years.

Global Business Star: Presented to Trade
Center Management Associates, home to the
International Trade Center, for providing a dy-
namic forum for trade promotion in the heart
of the nation’s capital.
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New Business Star: Presented to Stone
Springs Hospital Center, which opened a
brand new facility earlier this year to provide
needed care to thousands of individuals with
the help of their dedicated staff and resources.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating the 2015 Stars Over Dulles
Award recipients and in thanking these busi-
nesses and individuals for their many contribu-
tions to our region’s economic success and
quality of life. These contributions are among
the many reasons why Fairfax County is one
of the best places in the country in which to
live, work, and raise a family. | commend them
on their awards and wish them great success
in all future endeavors.

———

REFLECTING ON THE NEED FOR

THE WORLD’S RECOMMITMENT
TO RECOVERING THE CHIBOK
GIRLS

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 18, 2015

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent to address the House for
one minute and to revise and extend my re-
marks.

Today is the last day that the House will be
in session this year and it is imperative that
we pause for a moment before we depart to
our various homes to reflect on the fact that
612 days have passed since the Chibok girls
were kidnapped from their dormitories in the
middle of night.

To keep these girls on our minds, all of us
here in Congress have worn red every
Wednesday to signal the urgency of rescuing,
recovering and reintegrating these young
women back into the arms of their parents.

| have met with the Nigerian President and
was part of a delegation to Nigeria to engage
local leaders, activists, businesses and fami-
lies of the kidnapped girls on strategies for re-
covering and reintegrating the Chibok girls and
many others who have been kidnapped.

These girls are not throwaways and the
world cannot and should not forget them.

We must continue to press on in our con-
certed efforts to assure these daughters of the
world that we still care, that we are committed
to bringing them back home and will work to
reintegrate them back into our community with
open arms.

As founder and Co-Chair of the Caucus on
Nigeria and Co-Chair of the Congressional
Children’s Caucus, the rescue, return and re-
integration of the kidnapped Chibok girls con-
tinue to be my top priority.

| believe that with our commitment, just as
the Aboke girls were recovered after being
kidnapped in Northern Uganda by the Lord’s
Resistance Army, the Chibok girls will be res-
cued, returned home and reintegrated back
into the human family.

This is why | have introduced H. Res. 528,
legislation that enjoyed bipartisan support of
my colleagues including Representatives CHU
of California, LEE of California, DOLD of lllinois,
HAHN of California, KELLY of lllinois, FUDGE of
Ohio, WATSON-COLEMAN of New Jersey, SE-
WELL of Alabama, BROWN of Florida, THOMP-
SON of Mississippi and my good friend Ms.
WILSON of Florida.
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My resolution seeks to create a Victims of
Terror Protection Fund for the protection of the
Chibok girls when they return home as well as
provision of much needed support for them
and other displaced refugees, migrants and
victims of Boko Haram’s terror in the region.

The Chibok girls have the fundamental
human right to freedom of movement, to edu-
cation and to the full realization of their human
potential.

Last week, in our celebrations of the United
Nations Human Rights Day, the global com-
munity rededicated itself to the key Inter-
national Covenants on Human Rights: the
International Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights and the International Cov-
enant on Civil and Political Rights, Covenants
that serve as the bedrock of the International
Bill of Rights: protecting the rights of all
human beings.

Indeed, we must continue to always fight for
the freedoms of the least among us whether
those for whom we fight are out of sight such
as the kidnapped teenage girls from a board-
ing school in Chibok or educated medical doc-
tors fleeing violent extremism in Syria.

The bottom line is that our obligations in the
human family must revolve around and be
grounded in our conviction and commitment to
the rights to freedom of movement, freedom of
speech, freedom of worship, freedom from
want, and the freedom from fear or terrorism,
among others.

We must remain steadfast in guaranteeing
these fundamental freedoms and protect the
human rights of all to achieve peace and pros-
perity in our world.

When they were kidnapped, the Chibok girls
were 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 and 17 year olds
who are now turning 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17
and 18—living out the formative years of their
lives in captivity in the claws of thugs.

Our silence is a waste of time and this is
why we must keep speaking, keep tweeting,
keep seeking to recover our daughters.

This cannot be the fate or the end of the
story of their lives.

We must not and cannot forget Blessing
Abana, Deborah Abari, Rebecca Mallum,
Naomi Luka, Esther Markus, Zara Ishaku,
Ruth Joshua, Grace Paul, Rebecca Luka and
the others.

Chibok girls, daughters of the world, this
holiday season, you remain in our thoughts
and prayers.

Notwithstanding your captivity, let me as-
sure you that your spirits, souls and bodies
are sacred to us, no matter what attacks the
enemies of peace may have perpetrated upon
you.

Like your sister from Pakistan, Malala, who
was shot in the head for seeking her edu-
cation and who continues to fight for your re-
covery, your best days are ahead because we
know that when you girls thrive our world
thrives.

This is why we are counting on you to keep
holding on and be assured that help is on the
way.
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RECOGNIZING CAREPAYMENT AND
BEACON HEALTH SYSTEM

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 18, 2015

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to acknowledge Beacon Health System in my
district  for  their  collaboration with
CarePayment.

Beacon Health System continues to look for
new, innovative ways to care for their patients.

They have partnered with CarePayment to
provide a financing service that allows patients
to spread out the payment of medical bills.

Oftentimes, patients face sticker shock
when they discover what their out-of-pocket
medical expenses will ultimately cost.

Some plans with high-deductibles force pa-
tients to pay $6,000 for an individual plan, or
$12,000 for a family plan before their health
insurance kicks in to cover medical bills.

In order to provide more financial relief to
patients in my district, Beacon Health and
CarePayment are now providing a patient-
friendly, financing program.

Everyone is eligible, regardless of income or
employment status, and participating in this
program has no impact on the patient’s credit
score.

The constituents | serve are concerned with
rising medical costs.

In fact, many of them face difficult decisions
when it comes to prioritizing their healthcare.

| am grateful for partnerships like the one
between Beacon Health and CarePayment for
providing patient driven solutions to Hoosiers.

| will keep working on bipartisan reforms to
move in this direction.

PHYSICIAN OF THE YEAR
HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 18, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Dr. Ed Uthman for being named
OakBend Medical Center's 2015 Physician of
the Year.

Dr. Uthman has a long and distinguished
career with OakBend Medical Center, serving
as its Laboratory Medical Director since 1990.
During his 25 years with the hospital, he’s
helped countless patients and continues to
lead his colleagues with distinction. Dr.
Uthman was also named to OakBend Medical
Center’s board of directors. Thank you for tak-
ing such great care of our community.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Dr. Ed Uthman for being named OakBend
Medical Center's 2015 Physician of the Year.

————

IN HONOR OF DAN COX’S SERVICE
TO OUR COMMUNITY

HON. KEVIN BRADY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, December 18, 2015

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, citizens
in Montgomery County are blessed with
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school districts that provide a world-class edu-
cation and community organizations with a
mission to serve.

Without individuals like Dan Cox, neither
would be as successful. Throughout his time
in Montgomery County and the Greater Hous-
ton Area, Dan has used his talents to serve
others.

Dan, who earned a bachelor's degree in
mechanical engineering and a master's de-
gree in business administration from The Uni-
versity of Texas in Austin, spent the first six
years of his career as an accountant and con-
sultant.

He entered private industry in 1979 and co-
founded a cardiovascular medical device com-
pany in 1984.

Dan’s professional endeavors took a back
seat to his increasing community involvement
which began with his service on the board of
directors for the Houston division of the Amer-
ican Heart Association in the 1980s.

Dan then served as co-chair for both the
Conroe ISD Strategic Planning Task Force
and two Conroe ISD Facilities Planning Com-
mittees for the 1994 and 1998 bond referen-
dums.

Following his service on the board of direc-
tors of the Arthritis Foundation and the sale of
his company in 1999, Dan held several execu-
tive and consulting positions in addition to
serving as chairman of The Woodlands United
Methodist Church Building Committee.

In 2003, Dan was named Chief Financial
Officer of Conroe ISD. During his time with the
school district, Dan contributed to three suc-
cessful bond referendums as well as the ac-
quisition of numerous financial accolades for
the district including the Platinum Leadership
Circle Awards for financial transparency and
five-star FAST ratings for high academic
standards and efficient spending in public edu-
cation issued by the Texas Comptroller of
Public Accounts.

Dan is a current member and past president
of the Rotary Club of The Woodlands as well
as Paul Harris Fellow.

Dan Cox’s dedication to his community and
service to others stand as an example and in-
spiration to all. While he will be missed at
Conroe ISD, | can’t imagine Dan will ever stop
looking for a way to serve.

HONORING NAAKH VYSOKY

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 18, 2015

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take a moment to recognize one of the most
distinguished constituents in my district, Naakh
Vysoky, who will turn ninety-five on January 3,
2016. Quite simply Mr. Vysoky is a man who
overcame some of life’s greatest obstacles to
become a champion within the field of medi-
cine and a respected leader amongst the Rus-
sian Jewish Community.

Naakh Vysoky was born in 1921, in
Kishinev, Moldavia, when it was still a part of
Romania. In 1940, during an invasion by the
U.S.S.R., the Soviets considered his family
“rich” and took almost everything they owned.
Hardship and tragedy again struck Naakh’s
family in 1941 when Nazi Germany invaded
Romania. Naakh witnessed the death of his
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