E1834

When she and Richard Cantrell first opened
Cantrell and Green in 1971, their first office
was a public phone booth on the comer of
Broadway and Pine Avenue in downtown Long
Beach. Later, good friend and union official,
Tony Rodriguez from the United Rubber Work-
ers Union, would offer them a small office at
his Local.

Marilyn and Richard would go on to build
Cantrell and Green into one of the most well-
known and respected workers’ compensation
firms in Southern California. Their practice
also included social security, labor law, and
personal injury claims.

Not only did Marilyn Green talk the talk, she
walked the walk. When asked why she would
settle in a practice not as lucrative as other
areas of practice, Marilyn said “If | wanted to
make money, | would never have chosen a
workers’ compensation practice. However, |
love and believe in what | do and that is why
| became a lawyer.”

Over the years, Marilyn was honored by
many organizations, including being named as
Long Beach Bar Association Lawyer of the
Year.

She was a true professional in her work, a
good friend to many, and a powerful force for
good in our community who will be sorely
missed.

———

RECOGNIZING THE TREZEVANT
HIGH SCHOOL MIGHTY PURPLE
BEARS ON WINNING THE TSSAA
BLUECROSS BOWL DIVISION 1
CLASS 2A FOOTBALL STATE
CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 18, 2015

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Mighty Purple Bears of
Trezevant High School and Coach Teli White
and his coaching staff on winning the TSSAA
BlueCross Bowl Division 1 Class 2A Football
State Championship game against Marion
County High School on Saturday, December
5, 2015 in Cookeville, TN.

The Mighty Purple Bears were led by Jr.
standout Running Back and Strong Safety
Cordarrian Richardson, who carried the ball 41
times for 342 yards scoring 3 touchdowns and
throwing for 1 touchdown. Cordarrian’s play
set a new state record by surpassing Omar
Williams of St. George’s 322 yards record set
in 2011.

Under Coach White’s leadership, Trezevant
advanced to the championship game by de-
feating Oakhaven High School (Memphis, TN)
54-0, Douglass High School (Memphis, TN)
54-0, Manassas High School (Memphis, TN)
22-0, Trinity Christian Academy (Jackson, TN)
52—-14, and Marion County High School (Jas-
per, TN) 40-35. The Mighty Purple Bears fin-
ished their season 12-3.

This is Trezevant’s first state title. | am ex-
tremely proud of their academic and athletic
success. | know the mighty Purple Bears will
keep riding the waves of success and rep-
resent their community and the city of Mem-
phis with pride. Go Purple Bears.
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MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2016

SPEECH OF

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 17, 2015

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in opposition to the H-2B riders included
in the FY2016 Appropriations Omnibus. These
provisions, which were included without de-
bate or advanced warning, would more than
triple the number of H-2B foreign worker visas
available for the coming year, negatively im-
pacting working families in districts like my
own in Houston and Harris County, Texas.

The H-2B Program was created by Con-
gress to provide temporary, nonagricultural
workers for American companies when there
were no qualified American workers available
to fill a position. The Program, unfortunately, is
not working as intended. Instead, it is being
used by some employers to hire cheaper, for-
eign workers, leaving too many highly-skilled
American workers out of a job.

Mr. Speaker, this is simply wrong and a ter-
rible holiday surprise for the thousands of
working families in our country who will be left
out of a job next year by the expansion of the
H-2B Program. These anti-worker provisions
in this legislation will degrade wages and con-
ditions for workers in hazardous industries and
gut standards that ensure that U.S. workers
can fairly compete for jobs.

| call on my colleagues to join me to protect
American workers from unfair foreign worker
competition and eliminate the expansion of the
H-2B Program.

THE FAST ACT (H.R. 22)
HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 18, 2015

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, after years
of unnecessary delays and short term patch-
es, | am pleased that Congress has finally
passed a long term surface transportation bill
that addresses the needs of our nation’s crum-
bling infrastructure.

The FAST Act (H.R. 22) provides $281 bil-
lion for highway, transit, and highway safety
programs. This is $26.8 billion above fiscal
year 2015 levels and $12.8 billion above what
would have been allocated in the earlier
House-passed version of the bill. For Minneso-
tans, this means a 5% increase in federal
highway funding and an 8% increase for tran-
sit support.

H.R. 22 establishes two new initiatives that
will provide dedicated federal funding specifi-
cally targeted at reducing freight bottlenecks
around the country. This legislation promotes
safety by boosting funding for railway-highway
grade crossings, motor carrier safety grants,
and includes $200 million to help commuter
railroads implement Positive Train Control.
The FAST Act also reauthorizes the Ex-Im
Bank, which aids small to medium-sized busi-
nesses in attracting new customers and pro-
vide critical resources necessary to export
goods and services around the globe.
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While | am disappointed that some of the
funding levels in the conference agreement
are not as robust as | would like, | recognize
the importance of giving federal, state and
local planners and contractors the long-term
stability and resources necessary to repair our
highways and bridges, prioritize rail, and pipe-
line safety, and grow our transit infrastructure
as a whole. This is a significant accomplish-
ment, and shows that it is possible for this
Congress to work together in a bipartisan
manner.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this legislation and continuing to invest
in American infrastructure.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2016

SPEECH OF

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 17, 2015

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, as the
ranking member of the Appropriations Sub-
committee on Homeland Security, | can attest
that Division F of the bill before us today,
which provides funds for the Department of
Homeland Security, is the result of careful
consideration, intense scrutiny, and bipartisan
collaboration. | want to thank Chairman CAR-
TER for his leadership and his partnership in
crafting our portion of the bill.

The bill provides significant resources for
critical priorities, including funding: to recapi-
talize the Coast Guard air and marine fleets;
to fully fund FEMA’s disaster relief activities,
including wildfire management assistance
grants, and to significantly enhance support
for flood mapping and pre-disaster mitigation;
to maintain funding for FEMA terrorism pre-
paredness grants, including $50 million in new
funding to help communities counter violent
extremism and prepare for complex, coordi-
nated terrorist attacks; to allow the Secret
Service to continue implementing the rec-
ommendations of the Protective Mission
Panel; and to enhance cybersecurity across
the federal government, along with significant
additional funds to help protect DHS’s own
cyber systems.

| am pleased that the bill does not include
the harmful immigration policy riders that were
adopted during committee consideration of the
House bill.

| am also pleased that the omnibus incor-
porates a number of amendments and prior-
ities | fought for during the Appropriations
Committee markups. These include my
amendment with Congresswoman LEE which
creates and funds a comprehensive, non-par-
tisan child poverty study, and my amendment
to defund the licensing or relicensing of Class
B animal dealers who sell “random source”
dogs and cats for use in research. It is also
important to note that my colleagues and |
were successful in preserving funding for the
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality
(AHRQ) and the Corporation for National and
Community Service (CNCS).

This funding bill is not entirely what | had
hoped for. Many of my colleagues feel the
same way, and | share many of their con-
cerns.
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| was extremely disappointed that provisions
to help our U.S. Citizen Puerto Rican brothers
and sisters manage the fiscal crisis in Puerto
Rico were not included in the bill. The resi-
dents of Puerto Rico are suffering, and we
have a responsibility to provide them with the
tools they need to rebuild their economy.

| was also disappointed that on the heels of
a historic climate change agreement, the bill
includes a giveaway to Big Oil by ending the
40-year prohibition on the exportation of crude
oil. This prohibition was set in place to help
our country achieve energy independence and
to protect national security and economic in-
terests. Lifting this ban will only hinder our
goals and harm American refinery jobs, all for
the sake of a handout to Big Oil.

However, without this omnibus bill, my
home state of California and communities
across the country would be faced with the
uncertain funding level of a continuing resolu-
tion, or, in the worst case, the effects of a gov-
ernment shutdown.

We cannot risk another government shut-
down or another year of flat funding for the
critical programs our communities need. On
balance, | believe this bill should move for-
ward. For that reason, | ask for an aye vote.

———

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2016

SPEECH OF

HON. BOB GOODLATTE

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 17, 2015

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, the cyber-
security measures in the legislation before us
today results from a bill passed unanimously
by the House Homeland Security Committee
and the House Select Committee on Intel-
ligence, who both worked closely with the Ju-
diciary Committee to craft the liability provi-
sions included in the House-passed bill, and in
the bill before us today. | rise to discuss its li-
ability provisions in particular.

It is increasingly clear that government at all
levels must rely on the private sector to help
counter more and varied threats to its citizens
by those who would do them harm. Those
threats can come in the form of terrorist mass
shootings, suicide bombers, and cyber-attacks
that steal people’s personal identification,
money, and credit. At the same time, abusive
lawsuits have made the private sector less
and less willing to take action to reduce public
risks because of the fear of frivolous lawsuits.

To date, Congress has enacted two federal
statutes, the SAFETY Act and the PREP Act,
to provide private entities that are on the front
lines in the war with terrorists with protection
from debilitating litigation that would otherwise
deter them from acting at all. The legislation
before us today is a logical extension of those
vital efforts.

Soon after the terrorist attacks of September
11, 2001, the federal government appealed di-
rectly to the private sector for help in com-
bating terrorism. Shortly thereafter, a team of
the nation’s leading scientists called for a
comprehensive rethinking of our anti-terrorism
infrastructure, underscoring the need to en-
courage private activity so existing tech-
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nologies could be quickly brought into use. Ac-
cording to their report, conducted under the
auspices of the National Academies, “Re-
search performed but not exploited, and tech-
nologies invented but not manufactured and
deployed, do not help the nation protect itself.”

As part of the Homeland Security Act of
2002, Congress enacted liability protections
that the Department of Homeland Security
could extend to providers of effective anti-ter-
rorism technologies. The SAFETY Act has re-
sulted in the deployment of tens of thousands
of anti-terrorism technologies to protect inno-
cent Americans that would not have been de-
ployed absent the Act’s lawsuit protections.

The SAFETY Act was initially opposed by
the trial lawyers and their allies. But it soon
came to enjoy broad bipartisan support. So
much so that in January, 2007, just after the
Democrats took control the House, a bill di-
recting the Secretary of Homeland Security to
streamline the SAFETY Act and anti-terrorism
technology procurement processes passed by
a vote of 427 to zero. During the debate on
that legislation, the Democratic Chairman of
the House Homeland Security Committee,
BENNIE THOMPSON, said during debate on the
bill: “Today | rise to support a bill that reaf-
firms our commitment to ensuring that safe
and effective antiterrorism technologies are
being deployed . . . In order to generate revo-
lutionary breakthroughs in antiterrorism tech-
nologies, the Department must actively pro-
mote awareness of SAFETY Act protections
not only among private sector, but across gov-
ernment procurement agencies . . . We must
enable the private sector to deliver the revolu-
tionary, breakthrough technologies that will
help win the Nation’s fight against terrorism.”

In 2005, Congress enacted the Public Read-
iness and Emergency Preparedness Act, the
“PREP Act.” Under the PREP Act, covered
entities are protected from lawsuits when they
engage in federally approved efforts to create
vaccines and other means of stopping the
spread of pandemics and other biological
threats, including biological attacks by terror-
ists. Again, the PREP Act was initially op-
posed by the trial lawyers and their allies. But
after it became law, President Obama, along
with his predecessor, applied the PREP Act’s
protections many times, including to cover
those making and administering influenza vac-
cines. Just last December, President Obama’s
Secretary of Health and Human Services ap-
plied the PREP Act’s lawsuit protections to
those manufacturing and distributing vaccines
to help prevent the spread of the Ebola virus.
In a press release announcing the application
of the liability protections to those companies,
the Secretary of Health and Human Services
stated, and | quote, “The PREP Act was de-
signed to facilitate the development of medical
countermeasures to respond to urgent public
health needs, including the development of
critical vaccines like those to prevent the
spread of Ebola . . . My strong hope . . . is
that other nations will also enact appropriate li-
ability protection . . .” Indeed, one of the vac-
cines the President protected from excessive
liability under the PREP Act was able to quick-
ly advance through its testing phases such
that, by this August, it was declared “highly ef-
fective.”

Today, | am proud to continue the bipartisan
tradition of protecting the private sector from
lawsuits when it's necessary to help the fed-
eral government do its job in protecting our
nation’s citizens from attack.

E1835

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF SER-
GEANT KEVIN GALE STAUFFER

HON. TRENT KELLY

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 18, 2015

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the memory of Sergeant
Kevin Gale Stauffer of Tupelo, Mississippi who
joined his Heavenly Father on December 23,
2013.

Sergeant Stauffer made the ultimate sac-
rifice when he gave his life while keeping the
citizens of the city of Tupelo safe during a
tragic encounter following a reported bank rob-
bery. The lives of others were saved because
of Sergeant Stauffer’s actions.

Known to his family and friends as Gale, as
a young man he earned the honor of being
awarded the Eagle Scout badge. After grad-
uating high school, he went on to attend
ltawamba Community College where he was a
member of the Indians football team. With a
passion for learning, he continued his edu-
cation at the University of Mississippi where
he earned a degree in criminal justice.

A true patriot, Gale felt called to serve his
country. He enlisted in the Louisiana Army Na-
tional Guard, 1088th Engineer Battalion and
bravely served his tour of duty in Irag as a
Sergeant in 2004 and 2005.

Prior to his tour of duty in Irag, Sergeant
Stauffer worked for the Lee County Sheriff’s
Department. Upon his return from deployment,
he joined the ranks of the Tupelo Police De-
partment. He was a true public servant and
loved his job as a police officer. He was a
thorough investigator who always showed sin-
cere compassion for every victim.

Outside of work, Gale was known for his
love of the outdoors, his Cajun cooking, and
his passion for LSU football. He was also a
member of First United Methodist Church in
Tupelo.

Above all, those who knew Sergeant
Stauffer knew him as an adoring and devoted
husband to his wife Beth and a kind loving fa-
ther to his two children, Dixie and Skip.

He is survived by his wife, Beth; daughter,
Dixie Breckenridge Stauffer; and son, Kevin
Gale (Skip) Stauffer, Il of Tupelo. He is also
survived by his father, Kevin Gale Stauffer, Sr.
and stepmother, Kay Stauffer of Baton Rouge,
LA; mother, Deborah Brangenberg and step-
father, Carl J. Brangenberg of Tupelo; sister,
Caroline Turney (Brandon) of Tupelo; two
stepbrothers, Scott Cooper of Baton Rouge,
LA and Chris Brangenberg of Breaux Bridge,
LA; stepsister, Carla Brangenberg of Mem-
phis, TN; grandmother, Dr. Dorothy Twiss
Sinopoli of Gulf Breeze, FL; grandparents, Dr.
Roy and Mrs. Lorene McAlilly of Tupelo.

My thoughts and prayers continue to be with
Sergeant Stauffer’s family and friends.

———

SUPPORTING DEBT RELIEF FOR
PUERTO RICO

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL
OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, December 18, 2015
Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker,

today | rise to stand with our fellow Ameri-
cans, the 3.5 million American citizens of
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