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as many troops as possible by providing the 
U.S. Army with a quantitative analysis of 
JBLM’s vital role to the region and to U.S. na-
tional security. His diligence and successful 
coalition-building helped to minimize the nega-
tive impacts that a reduction in military per-
sonnel would have entailed, including a pro-
jected $1 billion loss in economic activity in 
the region that could have resulted. 

Throughout his career at the Chamber, Gary 
made it a priority to not only interact with local 
and state leaders, but to have a presence in 
Washington, D.C. as well. He was instru-
mental in helping to secure federal funding for 
the construction of much-needed elementary 
schools at JBLM, local water and sewage 
projects, and other transportation infrastructure 
improvements on base. In recognition of his 
leadership, Gary was asked by Governor Ins-
lee to serve on the Washington Military Alli-
ance (WMA) where he worked to ensure the 
continued liveliness of Washington’s military 
and defense sector community. 

Gary’s success at building coalitions in-
cludes his significant role in the development 
of an ongoing positive relationship between 
JBLM and its surrounding communities. 
Through his work to create the Chamber’s 
Military Affairs Forum, base commanders and 
personnel have the opportunity to interact with 
local business and political leaders on a 
monthly basis. The Forum has served as an 
open platform to discuss controversial issues 
including joint land use and clear zone fund-
ing. Due to its success over the years, the 
Military Affairs Forum has served as a model 
for similar military communities across the 
country. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that I 
congratulate Gary Brackett on his retirement 
and accomplishments. His leadership has 
been critical to fostering a thriving economy 
and maintaining the quality of life of Pierce 
County businesses and military personnel and 
their families in Washington State. 
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CONGRATULATING RON HAYNES 
ON HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE 
CITY OF HURST, TEXAS 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 18, 2015 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Ron Haynes on his well- 
earned retirement from the City of Hurst, 
Texas. 

Ron Haynes is a hardworking, respected 
employee of Hurst, and has been since he 
began in March of 1985. He has displayed 
strong leadership and instilled positive change 
throughout his tenure. His quick ascension 
demonstrates his dedication, efficiency, and 
success as a worker for the people of Hurst. 
Ron began as an engineer in 1985, became 
Director of Public Works just two years later, 
and has held that post since. 

Born a Texan, Ron graduated from the Uni-
versity of Texas at Arlington in 1970 and mar-
ried his wife, Dixie, in 1971. He then attended 
North Texas State University where he would 
graduate with a Master in Public Administra-
tion in 1982 while working for Dallas Water 
Utilities. They went on to have three beautiful 
children, Brian, Keri and Amy. 

Outside of work, Ron is very active in the 
community. He has been involved in several 
organizations and groups over the years. Ron 
was a member of Rotary in the Mid-Cities for 
nearly a decade, as well as the City of Fort 
Worth’s Wholesale Water and Wastewater 
Customers’ Committee for 28 years. Other or-
ganizations he participated in over the years 
include the American Water Works Associa-
tion, American Society of Civil Engineers, and 
the American Public Works Association. He 
also received a Distinguished Service Award 
from the Texas Municipal Utilities Association 
in 2009. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to recognize 
the exhaustive efforts Ron has contributed to 
the City of Hurst. I ask all of my distinguished 
colleagues to join me in recognizing Ron 
Haynes and his many years of service. 
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MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND 
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2016 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of the Omnibus Appropriations bill. 
While this is far from a perfect bill, I believe it 
represents the best way forward to keep the 
government open and advance many impor-
tant priorities that help Maryland get ahead. I 
thank Ranking Members MIKULSKI and LOWEY 
and the Democratic negotiators for their work 
to protect critical priorities. 

I was pleased to help lead efforts to lift se-
quester caps, which has allowed us to make 
needed investment to support jobs and the 
economy. The Purple Line, WMATA, and ef-
forts to ensure a clean Chesapeake Bay are 
all supported. The National Institutes of Health 
will see its most significant funding boost in 
many years. Education programs like Head 
Start, Title I, and special education get added 
resources, and the maximum Pell grant will be 
increased. And I am pleased that funding for 
full consolidation of the FBI headquarters was 
included in the bill—Team Maryland will keep 
fighting for it to be relocated to Prince 
George’s County. 

Important tax provisions were included in 
the Omnibus. I strongly support extension of 
the renewable energy tax incentives that will 
create jobs and aid our transition to a clean 
energy economy. I am also pleased with the 
delay in the so-called Cadillac tax, which 
would otherwise erode health benefits for 
workers. The Omnibus also reauthorizes the 
James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensa-
tion Act, finally fulfilling our promise to first re-
sponders. 

Democrats were also able to reject count-
less corrosive policy riders, including those 
that would defund Planned Parenthood, block 
refugees from Syria, pollute our air and water, 
and erode worker protections. 

However, some damaging riders remain. I 
strongly oppose lifting the oil export ban, a 
Christmas gift to Big Oil. If we are to reduce 
global carbon emissions, as world leaders 
pledged to do just last weekend, we must re-
duce our dependence on fossil fuels and keep 

more of them in the ground. Lifting the export 
ban would do the opposite. Moreover, there is 
no evidence that American consumers would 
see any benefit from this policy. 

The Omnibus also contains a rider to delay 
action at the IRS to clarify rules surrounding 
political activities by nonprofits. It delays ef-
forts at the SEC to require corporate disclo-
sure of political spending, a critical step to ad-
dress the dark money that is influencing our 
elections. 

The bill continues the prohibition on gun vio-
lence research—known as the Dickey Amend-
ment—that our nation’s public health experts 
strongly oppose. We should be acting with ur-
gency to confront this plague of violence in 
our nation, and that includes research into 
preventing injuries and death. Even former 
Congressman Jay Dickey, who authored the 
amendment, now opposes it, writing in the 
Washington Post that ‘‘The same evidence- 
based approach that is saving millions of lives 
from motor-vehicle crashes, as well as from 
smoking, cancer and HIV/AIDS, can help re-
duce the toll of deaths and injuries from gun 
violence.’’ 

I am troubled by provisions of a cybersecu-
rity authorization that were packaged into this 
bill and believe they deserve a fuller hearing 
than the few days we have had to review this 
measure. While cyber attacks are a clear 
threat that must be confronted, we must be 
vigilant to ensure the protection of civil lib-
erties. 

While I support the short-term extension of 
the Land and Water Conservation Fund, I am 
disappointed that a permanent extension was 
blocked. LWCF funds are a critical tool for 
local conservation and the program should not 
be allowed to lapse, as it did in October for 
the first time in 51 years. 

I remain concerned that we are under-
funding important investments in the middle 
class and those working to join the middle 
class, particularly in light of the enormous, un-
paid-for tax package that was just passed by 
this House. If we can afford tax giveaways to 
special interests, we can afford a stronger in-
vestment in middle class families and those 
seeking to join the middle class. More must be 
done to bring families out of poverty, rebuild 
our infrastructure, and provide opportunity to 
all. 

Ultimately, no bill of this size is perfect, and 
all sides have made concessions to move our 
country forward. I will continue to fight for the 
investments we need to make our nation 
safer, stronger, and more prosperous for all. 
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RECOGNIZING DEAN WILLIAM 
REEDER OF GEORGE MASON UNI-
VERSITY FOR HIS COMMITMENT 
TO THE ARTS AND EDUCATION 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 18, 2015 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Dean William (Bill) Reeder of 
George Mason University on his career in 
education, management, philanthropic admin-
istration, and most notably, the arts. 

Over the span of his 40-year career, Dean 
Reeder has raised over $250 million in private 
funds for the arts and education. Reeder is the 
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founding and current Dean of the College of 
Visual and Performing Arts where he oversees 
eight academic divisions: The School of 
Music, School of Art, School of Dance, School 
of Theater, Arts Management Master’s Pro-
gram, Film and Video Studies Program, Com-
puter Game Design Program and the Potomac 
Arts Academy. 

Dean Reeder manages two regional art cen-
ters: the Center for the Arts in Fairfax as well 
as the Hylton Performing Arts Center. He also 
serves as the Co-Director of George Mason’s 
Confucius Institute, a partnership between 
Mason and the Beijing Language and Cultural 
University. 

In the midst of his demanding schedule, 
Reeder finds the time to teach an Arts Man-
agement course, hold the distinguished honor 
of the Eminent Scholar’s Heritage Chairman in 
Arts and Cultural Criticism, and serve on two 
boards: United Way of the National Capital 
Region and CEO Forum of Prince William. 

Reeder spent eight years as the leading op-
eratic tenor engaged by the Zurich, Switzer-
land Opera Company. From 1993 to 1997, 
Reeder was President of the Saint Louis Con-
servatory of Music, followed by six years as 
the Education Director of the Levine School of 
Music located in Washington, D.C. 

Prior to joining George Mason, Reeder 
served as Vice President and General Man-
ager of the Washington Performing Arts Soci-
ety and two years with the Sallie Mae Cor-
poration as the Founding Director of the Sallie 
Mae Trust for Education. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in commending Dean Bill Reeder as a promi-
nent figure in Greater Prince William and tire-
less champion of arts education. 
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HONORING BLUE SPRINGS SOUTH 
HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL TEAM 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 18, 2015 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize the Blue Springs 
South High School football team. This is a 
group of very special young men who have 
exemplified the finest qualities of teamwork, 
devotion and sportsmanship by taking an ac-
tive part in the classroom and on the field. 
These Jaguars relentlessly pursued their goal 
and were rewarded with their third state foot-
ball title, as well as having a perfect 14–0 sea-
son. 

The Blue Springs South Jaguars defeated 
the defending champions, Christian Brothers 
College, 37–28 in the Missouri Class Six state 
championship. Senior Adam Cofield managed 
to score an astounding four times. The work 
and effort these young men have persevered 
through over the years has not only earned 
them numerous honors on and off the field, 
but also the respect of their families, class-
mates, and community. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending the undefeated Blue Springs 
South High School football team for their ac-
complishments on the field and for their efforts 
put forth in achieving the highest distinction of 
Missouri Class Six state champions. 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND 
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2016 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in support of the PATH Act. While 
this is not a perfect bill, I join with the Presi-
dent in supporting this legislation as it rep-
resents clear progress for the American peo-
ple. This legislation will permanently continue 
critical tax breaks to aid children and working 
families. It will permanently extend key provi-
sions like the R&D tax credit and Section 179 
expensing that will help our small businesses 
and manufacturers grow jobs and strengthen 
the economy. This bipartisan bill moves us for-
ward as a nation both in terms of the benefits 
it provides and the signal it sends that it is 
possible for Congress to break the gridlock 
that has unfortunately engulfed Washington for 
too long. 

I am particularly proud that the permanent 
extension of the R&D tax credit that I spon-
sored along with Chairman KEVIN BRADY was 
included in this legislation. The R&D tax credit 
is a driver of innovation and economic growth, 
and making it permanent will provide the cer-
tainty American companies need to make the 
long-term investments in our nation and in our 
workers for technologies that will keep our 
global economic edge. The R&D credit, along 
with a permanent extension of the Section 179 
expensing credit, will give businesses in Con-
necticut and across the country the stability 
they need in the tax code to move our econ-
omy forward. 

For children and working families, this legis-
lation also offers a permanent extension of 
critical tax credits. The permanent extension of 
the Recovery Act enhancements of the EITC 
and CTC credits as well as the AOTC will en-
sure millions of working families across the 
country will continue to receive well-deserved 
tax breaks. Without this extension, by 2018, 
over 50 million individuals would have lost part 
or all of their credits. In Connecticut, 141,000 
children in 42,000 families would lose access 
to part or all of their EITC or CTC credits. 
These provisions are absolutely critical and 
without them, I would not have been able to 
support this agreement. I wholeheartedly 
agree with my colleagues who have argued 
that the CTC should be indexed for inflation 
and while it is unfortunate that indexing is not 
included in this agreement, I will continue to 
fight for its inclusion on bills moving forward. 

In addition, this bill includes other important 
provisions, including a permanent extension of 
a deduction for teachers who purchase sup-
plies for their classrooms as well as critical 
charitable provisions such as a credit for the 
donation of food inventory and a provision that 
allows for tax-free distributions from IRAs for 
charitable purposes. It also incorporates other 
bills that will help with economic development, 
like the New Markets Tax credit, the low in-
come housing tax credit, and legislation ensur-
ing tax relief for another year for homeowners 
who have had part of their mortgage debt for-
given. 

Finally, I want to thank the negotiators for 
including a bill that I co-authored with Rep. 

SAM JOHNSON—the Wrongful Convictions Tax 
Relief Act, which ensures that compensation 
awards received by those who were wrongfully 
accused are not subjected to federal taxes on 
their awards. I first introduced the bill with Mr. 
JOHNSON in 2007 following the exoneration of 
James Tillman in Connecticut. I was proud to 
co-author this bill with Mr. JOHNSON, a true 
American hero, which rights a tremendous 
wrong in the tax code. Individuals who have 
been wrongfully accused have already suf-
fered enough, so the notion that they would be 
taxed on the awards they receive as a result 
of their wrongful imprisonment is unconscion-
able. Once again, I thank the negotiators for 
including this common-sense bill in this pack-
age. 

On the whole, this bill will provide tremen-
dous benefits for children, working families, 
and economic growth in our country. I support 
this bill and look forward to its passage. 

f 

LONG BEACH LOSES LEGEND, 
MARILYN GREEN 

HON. ALAN S. LOWENTHAL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 18, 2015 

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
considerable sadness and a profound sense 
of loss that I report that the Long Beach com-
munity lost a dear friend and a dedicated pub-
lic servant on the passing of Marilyn Green on 
October 29, 2015. Marilyn—with long-time pro-
fessional partner Dick Cantrell—founded the 
law firm of Cantrell Green—now Cantrell 
Green Pekich Cruz & McCort—in 1971. 

Marilyn was also the heart and soul of the 
progressive movement in Long Beach. She 
was a advocate, mentor, and friend to several 
generations of progressive leaders in Long 
Beach. I count myself lucky to have had her 
friendship and counsel over the years. 

A native of Newark, New Jersey, Marilyn 
eventually made her way to Stanford Law 
School. While attending as one of only two fe-
male students in her class, she met and mar-
ried journalist Terence Green. 

Determined to finish what she started, she 
sat for the California Bar exam in 1951 and 
was admitted to practice law in January, 1952, 
just one month before her first son, Alan, was 
born. She used to recall how odd it felt walk-
ing to take her oath while almost 9 months 
pregnant. 

Terry’s job brought them to Playa del Rey 
and, eventually, to the Long Beach area that 
would become their home for well over 50 
years. 

Like many women of her generation, Marilyn 
found herself unwelcome in many law firms 
due to her gender and was limited to family 
law practice. Knowing it was a matter of time 
before she found the right job, she settled into 
family law. She used to joke that, as a young 
lawyer, she had no idea how to create a safe 
exit strategy while interviewing a less-than-sa-
vory character. During one such interview, she 
decided ‘‘the case was much too complicated’’ 
and referred the person to the FBI. She later 
told us ‘‘From then on, I decided to keep the 
FBI’s number in my top drawer, but think I cer-
tainly wore out my welcome.’’ 

Marilyn joined the prestigious Levy & Van 
Bourg firm as an applicant’s attorney in Work-
ers’ Compensation in the late 1960s early 
1970s. 
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