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Marin Green Award and the Peter Behr Life-
time Achievement Award from the MCL, and 
was recognized by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers for her contributions. 

One area she was especially passionate 
about was protecting the San Rafael shore-
line. Along with serving on MCL’s Bayfront 
Committee, she conducted monthly bird 
counts, organized work parties to remove 
invasive plants, and tested water salinity. In 
2003, San Rafael recognized the efforts of her 
and her husband, John, who passed away in 
2001, with the creation of the Jean and John 
Starkweather Shoreline Park. 

Mrs. Starkweather’s persistent advocacy to 
preserve natural spaces, wildlife, and wetlands 
in the North Bay are worthy of our thanks and 
admiration. It is therefore appropriate that we 
pay tribute to her today and express our deep-
est condolences to her sons David, Stephen, 
and Tim. 
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RECOGNIZING THE SOUTH CHINA 
SEA PEACE INITIATIVE OF TAI-
WANESE PRESIDENT MA 

HON. MIKE BISHOP 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. BISHOP of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, the 
United States and Taiwan enjoy deep and 
close relationship that covers areas including 
security, culture, and trade. Taiwan has played 
a significant role in promoting democracy in 
the East Asia and contributed to international 
development, humanitarian missions, and re-
gional stability, such as in the South China 
Sea. 

Earlier this year, Taiwan President Ma pro-
posed the South China Sea Peace Initiative, 
calling on claimants in the region to resolve 
disputes peacefully through international laws, 
in particular the freedom of navigation and 
overflight, and consultations based on equality 
and reciprocity. I appreciate his leadership and 
efforts in promoting regional peace and sta-
bility. 

On December 12, 2015, Taiwan’s Minister 
of the Interior flew to the Taiping (Itu Aba) Is-
land, which is the largest natural island in the 
Spratly islands and administered by ROC (Tai-
wan) government since 1946, and reiterated 
President Ma’s South China Sea Peace Initia-
tive. We encourage any efforts that contribute 
to lower regional tensions and hope all the 
parties involved will work together to maintain 
regional peace. 
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RECOGNIZING RON GAMBLE, VET-
ERAN AND OWNER OF VETERANS 
UNITED CRAFT BREWERY 

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Ron Gamble, a local Navy vet-
eran and small business owner of Veterans 
United Craft Brewery, located in Jacksonville, 
Florida. Mr. Gamble, along with a group of 
military veterans, started the local craft brew-
ery in 2013. As a former Naval Flight Officer, 

Mr. Gamble spent eight years active duty in 
the Navy and four years in the reserves. 

Mr. Gamble first found his interest in brew-
ing craft beer when his wife, Sheryl, presented 
him with a gift-wrapped box containing a buck-
et, a funnel, tubing, and various other odd- 
looking components. It was a simple, beer 
making kit. With a few, carefully-chosen ingre-
dients, the possibilities for experimenting with 
this new home brewing hobby were endless. 

Hobby turned to passion, and Mr. Gamble 
attended the renowned Siebel Institute of 
Technology in Chicago, Illinois for professional 
brewing. After several years managing 
brewhouse and cellar operations at multiple 
breweries in the New England area, Ron and 
Sheryl headed back home to sunny Jackson-
ville, Florida. 

Veterans United Craft Brewery opened in 
August of 2014 with a goal to expand as a re-
gional brewery. Today, Veterans United Craft 
Brewery is working to be known throughout 
the state of Florida as a quality craft brewery. 

Veterans United is not only a veteran owned 
business, but a veteran operated business. 
Mr. Gamble believes it is important to employ 
local veterans looking for work but also finds 
that they are some of the best employees. 
Walking into the taproom you will find the 
walls covered in memorabilia connected to Mr. 
Gamble and his service, as well as history 
through the years of all branches of the mili-
tary. 

It is truly an honor to recognize Mr. Gamble 
and his contributions he has made to our 
Jacksonville community. Mr. Speaker, I hope 
you will join me in this very special congres-
sional salute to Navy Veteran and Jacksonville 
business owner, Ron Gamble. 
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REMEMBERING DENNIS REZENDES, 
NATION’S FIRST HOSPICE AD-
MINISTRATOR 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, earlier this 
year, our nation lost a giant in the world of 
health care. Dennis Rezendes, one of the 
original creators of hospice care, passed away 
in June at his home, surrounded by family and 
friends and with care from the program he 
helped establish. 

The son of second-generation immigrant 
parents, Dennis was born in Fall River, Mas-
sachusetts and grew up during the Great De-
pression. Enlisting in the United States Air 
Force following his graduation from high 
school, Dennis served his country with honor 
and distinction for six years during which time, 
as a Grand Control Approach operator, he 
was involved in the U.S. side of the Berlin Air-
lift. Following his honorable discharge, he at-
tended the University of Maine where he grad-
uated in 1957 with honors and a Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Public Management. He 
went on to earn his Master of Government Ad-
ministration degree from the Wharton School 
of Business and Finance and the Fels Institute 
of Local and State government at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania. 

Among his many professional endeavors, 
Dennis served former New Haven Mayor Rich-
ard Lee as the Director of Administration and 

Budget Officer. It was during his time with the 
Lee Administration that I first got to know Den-
nis. He played an integral role in the rejuvena-
tion of the City of New Haven, helping to ini-
tiate innovative programs designed to improve 
the physical and social state of the city and its 
residents. 

Dennis’ true passion was realized in 1974 
when he joined a small group of doctors and 
nurses to create the first program of hospice 
care in the United States along with the con-
struction of the first American hospice facility 
located in Branford, Connecticut. Dennis went 
on to found the National Hospice Organization 
where he served as its first Executive Director. 
He played a critical leadership role in the en-
actment of Medicare and Medicaid legislation 
and private insurance payment for hospice 
care as well as the enactment of innovative 
health legislation in Connecticut related to 
hospice care that was replicated in many other 
states. 

His pioneering efforts were recognized by 
Presidents Carter and Reagan, former Speak-
er of the House of Representatives, Thomas 
‘‘Tip’’ O’Neill, Senators Edward ‘‘Ted’’ Ken-
nedy and Robert Dole as well as many others. 
Dennis’ last effort in the hospice movement 
was the co-creation of Community Hospice 
Care in Anaheim Hills, California which grew 
to become the second largest program of hos-
pice care in the country. Retiring in 1994, it is 
an understatement to say that Dennis left an 
indelible mark on our nation’s health care sys-
tem. 

Above all else, Dennis was a deeply de-
voted family man. I extend my deepest sym-
pathies to his wife, Beau; his daughter, Cheryl, 
and her husband Alan; his son Michael; his 
two stepsons Shane Hobart, and his wife 
Heather, and Seth, and his wife Nicole, as 
well as his six grandchildren August, Brook, 
Grace, Ethan, Eligh, and Jax. 

Dennis Rezendes was an extraordinary man 
whose compassion and strong desire to make 
a difference changed the face of how we care 
for the terminally ill and their families in their 
last days. I consider myself fortunate to have 
known him and, like so many others, remain 
inspired by his vision and leadership. His is a 
legacy that will continue to touch the lives of 
those most in need for generations to come. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF MRS. AUDREY ANN 
HOFFMAN LAWSON 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to honor the memory of a civil rights 
activist and spiritual exemplar of the Houston 
community: Mrs. Audrey Ann Hoffman 
Lawson. With remarkable commitment, Mrs. 
Lawson dedicated her life to helping others, 
especially the young and the neediest. 

Mrs. Lawson was born in St. Louis, Missouri 
on March 20, 1932. Mrs. Lawson met her hus-
band, Reverend Bill Lawson, in St. Louis after 
they exchanged over 600 letters, wherein she 
affectionately became known as ‘‘Little Red.’’ 
Married 61 years, Reverend and Mrs. Lawson 
reared one son and three daughters. They 
also founded the historic Wheeler Avenue 
Baptist Church as well as initiated and sup-
ported numerous programs to help the young 
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and disadvantaged. Mrs. Lawson served her 
community well as she promoted the power of 
faith and prayer. She will most assuredly be 
remembered for her leadership at the historic 
Wheeler Avenue Baptist Church, helping to 
establish two charter schools, her support for 
the Ensemble Theater, and her immeasurable 
love for children. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, Mrs. Lawson will be 
missed dearly by a host of family and friends. 
The family includes her husband, four children 
(Melanie, Cheryl, Eric, and Roxanne) as well 
as her grandchildren. Mrs. Lawson will be 
celebrated and memorialized in the Houston 
community as a faithful Christian lady, wife, 
mother, and community leader. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF BARBRA 
STREISAND IN RECEIVING THE 
PRESIDENTIAL MEDAL OF FREE-
DOM 

HON. TED LIEU 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize a constituent of Califor-
nia’s 33rd Congressional District who is one of 
our nation’s most gifted artists, and compas-
sionate humanitarians. Barbra Joan Streisand, 
who was recently awarded the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom by President Obama. 

In the sixth decade of her career, Streisand 
has captivated generations of music and 
movie lovers, young and old alike. Through 
her creative work, Ms. Streisand has received 
countless honors including two Academy 
Awards, four Peabody Awards, eight Golden 
Globes, and the National Medal of Arts and 
Kennedy Center honors. Further, the three 
films she has directed to date have received 
14 Oscar nominations. In 1984, Ms. Streisand 
became the first woman and only woman to 
win a Golden Globe for Best Director, which 
she won for the film Yentl. 

A long time record setter as a recording art-
ist, her 1963 album entitled The Barbra 
Streisand Album amassed six nominations for 
Album of the Year and five for Record of the 
Year—more than any other female artist in 
history. Since then she has won a total of 10 
Grammys and released 52 gold albums, 31 
platinum albums and 18 multi-platinum al-
bums, topping the list of album sales by a fe-
male singer. 

Yet Ms. Streisand’s most enduring legacy is 
her tireless activism and generous philan-
thropic mission. Established in 1986, the 
Streisand Foundation has brought millions of 
dollars to ensure the legacy of numerous or-
ganizations promoting voter education, civil 
rights, higher education, veterans’ assistance, 
and the preservation of our environment. Ms. 
Streisand’s work on the crucial issues of cli-
mate change and healthcare have been ex-
ceptional, raising and contributing money to 
fight AIDS and heart disease, as exemplified 
by the recent naming of the Barbra Streisand 
Women’s Heart Center at Cedar Sinai Hospital 
in Los Angeles. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Ms. 
Streisand and her extraordinary achievements. 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF 
GEORGE DAVIS 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
remember the life of George Davis; a friend, 
an honorable leader, and a valued member of 
our Toledo community. 

George Davis was born in Toledo, Ohio on 
July 11, 1927 to Polly Ann and George Davis. 
He grew up on Scott Street and from the age 
of 6 sold newspapers and did odd jobs to help 
his family in the Depression. 

He was a Scott High School student when 
he went to work at Willys-Overland Motors at 
the age of 15. He retired in 1993 as a rep-
resentative for Local 12, United Auto Workers. 
George was a veteran of the Army Air Corps. 

George Davis became the first African- 
American appointed as a union steward and 
served as chairman of the Jeep unit. He sat 
on the Jeep executive committee and, when 
the former American Motors Corporation 
owned the Toledo plant, George was a leader 
in a UAW intracorporate council. When he re-
tired, he was on the state board of UAW’s 
Community Action Program. 

George Davis served the Toledo Branch, 
NAACP, as the President, first vice president, 
chairman of committees and as a nuts-and- 
bolts member. In 2012 he was among the 
honorees recognized at an annual luncheon of 
the African American Legacy Project of North-
west Ohio. 

George Davis is survived by his sons, 
George III, Larry, Calvin and Norman; step-
daughters Helen and Patricia Webb; stepsons 
Walter Webb III and Robert Webb; four grand-
children; three great-grandchildren, as well as 
step-grandchildren and step-great-grand-
children. His wife of 25 years, Gladys, died in 
2002. 

George Davis was a great leader in all 
realms—his family, his church, his chosen pro-
fession as a union officer, his civil rights advo-
cacy, and as a valued community leader 
whose opinion was sought and appreciated. 
He was blessed with an exceptional mind and 
an exceptional instinct. He knew how to read 
people, how to anticipate them, and how to 
counsel them. He had a gift for politics in the 
best sense. His goals were to serve people 
and to take their cause to those who could 
make a difference. And he did. He was an 
honorable leader, an indefatigable ally, and a 
courageous and unyielding advocate for peo-
ple whose voices needed uplifting. He had a 
God given talent to accomplish good works, 
and he did. 

George Davis led our community to a better 
place every day of his working life, which ex-
tended to the day of his homegoing. May God 
bless him and bring peace to his family and 
friends as they bear this enormous loss. And 
may George Davis’ precious talents, good na-
ture, and unyielding spirit carry his legacy for-
ward and inspire others to emulate his life. 

TRIBUTE TO KIMBERLY WAYNE 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Kimberly 
Wayne of Des Moines, Iowa, for being named 
a 2015 Woman of Innovation at the eighth an-
nual Women of Innovation Awards hosted by 
the Technology Association of Iowa. Overall, 
they honored 10 women with innovation 
awards. The award highlights today’s extraor-
dinary women and recognizes leaders in 
science, technology, engineering and math. 

Kimberly was recognized as a Diversity 
Champion. She is a founder of Jewels Acad-
emy, a nonprofit that encourages young 
women to take part in science, technology, en-
gineering, and math programs and uses Bib-
lical principles of learning and character build-
ing. Kimberly’s organization plays a key role in 
today’s technology-driven society, especially 
for those children who may not otherwise have 
the opportunity to take part in this type of pro-
gram. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent 
leaders like Kimberly in the United States 
Congress and it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize her for utilizing her talents to better 
both the community of Des Moines and the 
state of Iowa. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating Kimberly on receiving this 
esteemed designation and wishing her nothing 
but continued success. 

f 

HONORING AMICUS POLONIAE— 
FRIEND OF POLONIA—VOLUN-
TEER FREE LEGAL CLINIC ON 
THEIR 25TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Amicus Poloniae—Friend of 
Polonia—Volunteer Free Legal Clinic on their 
25th anniversary this October. On the third 
Saturday of each month since 1990, a large 
group of attorneys and other volunteers have 
gathered to meet and provide legal advice to 
individuals who would normally not be able to 
afford to hire an attorney. 

In 1990 Edward Moskal, the president of 
Polish National Alliance, met with an attorney 
to discuss an idea of helping people access 
legal aid and representation to Chicago’s Pol-
ish community. Since then, the Clinic has pro-
vided attorneys, interpreters, clerks and other 
volunteers for thousands of individuals seeking 
help. Today, Frank Spula, the current presi-
dent of PNA, continues to support Amicus 
Poloniae. 

The Clinic has also received continued sup-
port from the Polish National Alliance and the 
Chicago Volunteer Legal Services Foundation. 
CVLS has even recognized regular volunteers 
with a Distinguished Service Award. 

Mark Dobrzycki is the current chief adminis-
trator who administers the monthly meetings. 
Preceding him was Marianna Lach, who ran 
the meetings from the conception of the clinic 
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