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RECOGNIZING CHIEF WILLIAM
“TONY” FARRAR

HON. NORMA J. TORRES

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2015

Mrs. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Chief William “Tony” Farrar of the Ri-
alto Police Department for his outstanding
service to the community.

For 34 vyears, Chief Farrar has actively
served in various capacities to lead officers in
the Rialto Police Department. His work has
been described as exemplary by colleagues
on account of his extreme professionalism and
compassionate nature. Among Chief Farrar's
many accomplishments include his induction
into the Evidence-Based Policing Hall of Fame
for his scientific evaluation of policing prac-
tices. Throughout his tenure, he has received
widespread commendation for his leadership
and extensive knowledge of tactical oper-
ations.

As Chief of Police, Chief Farrar has been a
major proponent of integrating new tech-
nologies into everyday police activities. In
doing so, he is an advocate for “evidence-
based policing,” which consists of imple-
menting tactics that have demonstrated prov-
en effectiveness. He understands the com-
plexities of modern-day policing, and insists on
officers continuing their education throughout
their careers in order to gain a continual un-
derstanding of the field. Chief Farrar's outlook
has been essential for maintaining an active
police force that provides public safety to peo-
ple in the region.

Most recently, Chief Farrar has been in-
volved in researching Body Worn Video de-
vices that are being implemented in police de-
partments throughout the United States His
work is contributing to the growing field of lit-
erature on the subject and is developing future
police tactics. Last year, the Journal of Quan-
titative Criminology published an article written
by him analyzing the effects of these devices
on the use of force and citizens’ complaints
against police. His knowledge in this field is
bolstered by the master's degree that he re-
ceived from the University of Cambridge in
2013 along with the many fellowships that he
has participated in throughout the years.

Chief Farrar is retiring from the Rialto Police
Department, and on December 21, many
members of the community will be partici-
pating in a walk of honor to celebrate his leg-
acy. This momentous event will be a dem-
onstration of the lasting impact that he has
made on residents in the area. While he will
surely be missed, | am excited to see how he
will continue to be a part of the community.

For his heroic contributions to the Rialto Po-
lice Department, and for his many other
achievements, | would like to recognize Chief
Tony Farrar.

————

DRUG RESISTANT TB: THE NEXT
GLOBAL HEALTH CRISIS?

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2015

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, last
week, | convened a hearing on an extremely
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urgent issue, focused on addressing what may
very well be the next global health crisis: drug
resistant tuberculosis.

Just as Ebola surprised many at the ferocity
with which it spread, all of us must be con-
cerned that the world is not fully prepared to
meet the threat from this highly contagious air-
borne disease which killed 1.5 million people
last year alone. That translates to over 4,000
people a day—4,000 lives that ended pre-
maturely, including young children.

The World Health Organization released its
Global Tuberculosis report just over a month
ago and appealed to the world to beef up ef-
forts to combat TB, and yesterday, in Cape
Town South Africa, the International Union
Against Tuberculosis and Lung Disease con-
cluded its annual meeting, having gathered
experts in fighting TB from all over the world.
These are positive signs, showing that the
global health community continues to surge to-
ward ending TB by 2035—or sooner.

While most TB is curable if diagnosed and
patients strictly adhere to a treatment regimen,
some 6 million new cases of TB were reported
to WHO in 2014. However it is likely that the
number of people who contracted TB far ex-
ceeds this number—and may be as high as
9.6 million people. These people need to be
diagnosed with a diagnostic that is fast and re-
liable and able to detect drug resistances, and
treated, so they can lead healthy productive
lives.

On a myriad of fronts there is reason for
hope. For example the Expert MTB/RIF can
diagnose TB and resistance to rifampicin with-
in two hours, an amazing breakthrough. As
CDC’s Tom Friedman testified, this new diag-
nostic holds great promise. This new diag-
nostic holds great promise in enabling rapid
detection of drug resistance, and the U.S.
Government has led the global effort to scale
up access to this test. The increase in the pro-
portion of drug-resistant TB cases diagnosed
and started on treatment over the past several
years is largely attributable to the scale-up of
this test.

Yet the tragic fact remains that some
480,000 new cases of hard-to-treat cases of
multidrug resistant TB—a disease which often
hits the poorest of the poor—are estimated to
have occurred in 2014, yet only about 25 per
cent of these, or 123,000 cases were detected
and reported, leaving a whopping 75 percent
undetected and untreated.

Given the ease at which TB can spread
through the air—especially through
coughing—and the fact that people with weak-
ened immune systems are more susceptible,
one can see how left untreated MDR TB and
its even more pernicious cousin, XDR or Ex-
tensively Drug Resistant TB can be cata-
strophic to individuals and wreak havoc on
public health and public health systems.

To illustrate how fragile health systems can
be overwhelmed, a course of treatment for
normal, drug susceptible TB costs roughly be-
tween $100 and $500, depending on the
country. For MDR TB, the cost is roughly be-
tween $5,000 and $10,000 per patient.

To respond fully to the TB crisis, the WHO
estimates that some $8 billion per year is
needed. Unfortunately, there is a global budg-
et shortfall of about $1.4 billion. We need to
lead not only in terms of providing funding, but
also in terms of encouraging others—other
countries, but also the private sector and foun-
dations—in meeting this need by closing this

gap.
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Now is the time for a significantly enhanced
response. A sustained focus on tuberculosis
prevention today will save lives and money to-
morrow, helping people the world over as well
as protecting the homeland from what other-
wise could become a global pandemic.

Our 3 witnesses from the hearing are ex-
traordinary leaders in the health field and ex-
perts on TB. They—like many on sub-
committee—believe we can at least mitigate
TB in the short term and eliminate this deadly
infectious disease by 2035, just as we have
successfully fought polio. It takes political will,
however, and an investment of resources that
will pay dividends for healthier people in the
long run.

The subcommittee will continue to work
hard on combatting TB, along with members
of the House Tuberculosis Elimination Caucus,
whose co-chair is my good friend from New
York, Ranking Member ELIOT ENGEL, who
joined the hearing last week. We also had
some very outstanding leaders in the global
fight against TB who briefed us and gave testi-
mony at the hearing.

————

TRIBUTE TO HONOR JAMES BELT,
JR.

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2015

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, it is with great sadness that |
recognize the life and passing of James Belt,
Jr. Mr. Belt, Jr. was a very prominent and
well-respected leader in the community. As a
activist, he also served our community by of-
fering his words of wisdom and years of
knowledge and experience.

For close to 40 years, he has served the
community as a civil and criminal lawyer. He
received his Bachelor of Business Administra-
tion Degree from Pan American University,
Edinburg, in 1968. And went on to earn a
Juris  Doctorate from Thurgood Marshall
School of Law at Texas Southern University in
Houston in 1977. He opened his private prac-
tice in the heart of South Dallas, where he
served those who needed him most. Mr. Belt,
Jr. was also a Dallas Examiner co-publisher,
sat on the board of the National Newspaper
Publisher Association, the official Black Press
of America and the NNPA Foundation Board.

During the early 2000s, he co-hosted Dallas
Examiner Live on KNON Radio. He previously
sat on the Texas Southern University Board of
Regents in Houston, Dallas Area Rapid Tran-
sit Board and the Texas Rural Foundation
Board.

He was the founder of the Dallas Black
Criminal Bar Association—an organization of
Black lawyers in the private practice of law in
Dallas County. He was a member of the Na-
tional Bar Association, Texas Bar Association,
J.L. Turner Legal Association and the Inns of
Court. He was also a lifetime member of the
NAACP.

Mr. Speaker, it is in earnest respect that |
recognize the memory of James Belt, Jr. be-
fore this body of Congress and this nation for
the irreplaceable contributions he made to the
community of Dallas and the State of Texas.
My sincere condolences go out to his wife of
45 years, Mollie F. Belt; his children, James C.
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Belt Ill, Melanie Belt, MD and Carlos Cavazos;
10 grandchildren, Brittany Cavazos, Jerry
Cavazos, C.J. Cavazos, Joshua Cavazos, Mi-
chael Cavazos, Lejond Cavazos, Chloe
Cavazos, Bryce Belt, Dylan Belt and Melania
McDaniel; two  daughter-in-laws, Melba
Cavazos and Cherrese Belt; and one son-in-
law, Demetrius McDaniel, Esqg. While his loss
will be deeply felt, the memory of his kindness
and the recollection of his good deeds will
transcend into future generations.
—

A DOZEN YEARS OF KEEPING
PEARLAND SAFE

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate Pearland Fire Chief Vance Riley for
his 12 years of service on the Texas Gov-
ernors EMS and Trauma Advisory Council
(GETACQC).

Chief Riley was first appointed to the Coun-
cil in 2004 under Governor Rick Perry. After
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six years of dedicated service, he was ap-
pointed Chair of GETAC in 2010. GETAC re-
views EMS and Trauma rules and rec-
ommends changes that need to be made. It
also develops certification plans for emer-
gency personnel and plans for emergency
medical services. Now, after 12 years of serv-
ice, Governor Abbott recently presented Chief
Riley with a certificate of appreciation for his
outstanding work and dedication. Pearland
and all of Texas have benefitted from Chief
Riley’s leadership and commitment to keeping
our communities safe.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, thank you to Chief
Riley for his 12 years of service to our great
state.

———

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
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to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, De-
cember 17, 2015 may be found in the
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED
JANUARY 20

2:30 p.m.
Committee on Armed Services
Subcommittee on Readiness and Manage-
ment Support
To hold an oversight hearing to examine
Task Force for Business and Stability
Operations projects in Afghanistan.
SR-232A
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