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MRS. SUZANNE WRIGHT

HON. MICHAEL F. DOYLE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2015

Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, | recently learned that Suzanne
Wright, co-founder of Autism Speaks and a
member of the organization’s board, has been
diagnosed with pancreatic cancer Suzanne is
taking a leave of absence from her work with
Autism Speaks to focus on her medical care.

In 2005, Suzanne and Bob Wright co-found-
ed Autism Speaks after their grandson Chris-
tian was diagnosed with autism. Over the last
ten years, Autism Speaks has become a world
leader in educating people about autism spec-
trum disorder and advocating for individuals
with autism.

Since Autism Speaks’ founding, Suzanne
has led the organization’s signature global
awareness initiatives. She was instrumental in
establishing April 2nd as World Autism Aware-
ness Day by the United Nations, for example,
and she launched the global Light It Up Blue
campaign and established World Focus on
Autism, Autism Speaks’ annual meeting of
First Ladies from around the globe.

Suzanne has been a tireless advocate for
autistic individuals and their families. She is
known to countless families for her personal
notes and generosity, as well as for her lead-
ership and support of many Autism Speaks
Walks around the country. | urge my col-
leagues to keep Suzanne in their thoughts and
prayers and to continue to be motivated by
her example.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MIKE POMPEO

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2015

Mr. POMPEO. Mr. Speaker, on roll call
votes nos. 690 through 693, on Friday, De-
cember 11, 2015, | was unable to cast my
vote in person due to a previously scheduled
engagement. Had | been present, | would
have voted yes on roll calls 690, 691, and
693. | would have voted no on roll call 692.

TRIBUTE TO KATIE PATTERSON
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Katie Pat-
terson for being named an Innovation lowa—
Women of Innovation award winner in 2015.

In November, the Technology Association of
lowa honored 10 lowa women with innovation
awards. This is an award that elevates and
celebrates today’s extraordinary women and
recognizes women who are leaders in
science, technology, engineering, and math.
Katie was recognized as a Rising Star. She is
the founder of Happy Medium, a digital media
and advertising agency.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent
leaders like Katie in the United States Con-
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gress and it is with great pride that | congratu-
late her for utilizing her talents to better both
the community of Des Moines and the state of
lowa. | ask that my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives join me in
congratulating Katie on receiving this es-
teemed designation, and in wishing her noth-
ing but continued success.

CLASS 1A—ARCOLA HIGH SCHOOL
FOOTBALL TEAM STATE CHAM-
PIONS

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2015

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge the Purple Raiders of Arcola Jr.
Sr. High School as the IHSA Class 1A high
school state champions.

On November 27, 2015 Arcola defeated
Stark County by 35-17 winning the Class 1A
State Championship. | would like to recognize
the effort of this amazing team and congratu-
late them on their historic season as they cel-
ebrate their first state championship title in 27
years.

| would also like to congratulate the Strader
family. Brothers Clayton and Connor and their
cousin Chase for contributing to six touch-
downs and several tackles. Tommy Eddleman,
Jim Fishel, Aldo Garcia, Chad Hopkins, Jarod
Kiger, and John Lidy make up the coaching
staff which supported Athletic Director and
Head Coach, Zach Zehr to provide great lead-
ership for these talented football players.

| look forward to the continued success of
the Arcola Jr. Sr. High School. | extend my
best wishes for another outstanding season
next year.

The following are Arcola Purple Raider Var-
sity Football players: Conner Strader, Clayton
Strader, Parker Ingram, Kollin Seaman, Martin
Rund, Daniel Mendoza, Victor Gonzalez,
Myles Roberts, Blake Lindenmeyer, Seth Siill,
Chase Strader, Mario Cortez, Sam Crane,
Alec Downs, Tony Salinas, Wyatt Fishel,
Giovanni Salinas, Brandon Lebeter, Cole Hut-
ton, Rey Garza, Ethan Still, Mason Gentry,
Javi Leal, Pablo Rodriguez, Kaleb Byard,
Jonny Garza, Dalton Pantier, Gavin Coombe,
Luke Spencer, Tito Garcia, Clayton Kuhring,
Jack Spencer, Alex Kauffman, Aaron Dudley,
Grant McPherson, Jorge Garza, and Jack
Nacke.

———

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2015

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $18,775,084,981,439.86. We've
added $8,140,759,141,496.86 to our debt in 6
years. This is over $8 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

December 16, 2015
TRIBUTE TO CINDY THOMPSON

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Cindy
Thompson of Council Bluffs, lowa, for being
honored with the Outstanding Individual Lead-
er Award by the lowa Tourism Office and the
Travel Federation of lowa.

Cindy has worked for the Pottawattamie
County Conservation Board and the commu-
nities in southwest lowa since 1989. She
spends her time working on tourism projects
throughout the area. The leadership skills she
demonstrates has helped the tourism industry
to grow and expand in southwest lowa. Cindy
contributes her success to the great people
with whom she has had the privilege to work.

Mr. Speaker, | applaud and congratulate
Cindy for earning this award. It is because of
lowans like her that I'm proud to represent the
people of our great state. | ask that my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating Cindy
for this outstanding accomplishment and in
wishing her nothing but continued success.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF RETIREMENT
OF DEBBIE LOCKE-DANIEL

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2015

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the achievements of Debbie Locke-
Daniel and her many years of service to the
City of Ypsilanti and Washtenaw County. Mrs.
Locke-Daniel served as the President and
CEO of the Ypsilanti Area Convention and
Visitors Bureau (Visit YPSI) where she used
her business acumen to help successfully
market the Ypsilanti-Ann Arbor area as a des-
tination for numerous meetings, events and
conventions. Known for her relentless work
ethic and leadership talents, Mrs. Locke-Dan-
iel has enabled the Ypsilanti area to grow its
economy and promote its strengths across
Michigan and the nation.

Mrs. Locke-Daniel is a true community lead-
er and has served on numerous boards in-
cluding a leadership role as Past Chair of the
MotorCities National Area Partnership which
works to cultivate an appreciation for the rich
heritage of Michigan’s auto industry. Mrs.
Locke-Daniel also served as Vice President of
the Board for the Ypsilanti Wheels on Meals,
which delivers prepared meals to homebound,
disabled, and infirmed residents, and earned
the 2012 Ypsilanti Kiwanis Community Service
Award for her efforts. In addition, she has
been a board member of both the Marnee Di-
vine Foundation (Catholic Social Services in
Washtenaw County) and the Michigan Fire-
house Museum.

Visit YPSI is more than a tourism agency; it
is a vehicle for economic and community de-
velopment. For many years, this organization
has awarded grants to small communities
such as Manchester, Dexter, and Superior
Township. These grants have been used to
create town entry signs, public maps, and
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landscaping alterations with the hope of in-
creased tourism activity. Without Mrs. Locke-
Daniel's vision and stewardship of funds,
many communities would not have had the
ability to further their own economic growth
projects which is critical to the success of our
region.

One of the remarkable achievements of Visit
YPSI was its receipt of the Destination Mar-
keting Accreditation Program designation. This
international accreditation recognizes entities
for their high level performance in destination
marketing and management. To date, only
one percent of convention and visitors bu-
reaus within Michigan, and seven percent na-
tionally, have earned this prestigious recogni-
tion.

Mrs. Locke-Daniel was largely responsible
for forming a team which was able to create
a body of work that met such stringent inter-
national standards. Described as the ultimate
team player, the success of Visit YPSI has
been attributed to her ability to empower staff
to seek creative solutions and grow within
their positions.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today to honor and congratulate Mrs. Debbie
Locke-Daniel on her retirement and years of
service to her community. Although she will be
missed, her achievements will continue to
have a positive impact on our community for
years to come.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND DEDI-
CATED SERVICE OF NORTHWEST
FLORIDA’S JAMES RANDELL
“RANDY” STOKES, SR.

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2015

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is
with profound sadness that | rise to honor the
life and dedicated service of James Randell
“Randy” Stokes, Sr. of Fort Walton Beach,
Florida, who died on December 8, 2015.

Mr. Stokes was born in Andalusia, Alabama
in the fall of 1932. During the Korean War, he
left high school to join the United States Army
and became an intelligence sergeant. Al-
though only 18 years old, he graduated in the
top eight from the Light Artillery Battalion
Leadership School. In 1952, Mr. Stokes was
honorably discharged and returned home to
Andalusia to finish high school, where he let-
tered in football, basketball, baseball, and
track. Following graduation, he attended Troy
State University to play football and study en-
gineering. Then, in 1954, he transferred to Au-
burn University where he received his Bach-
elor's degree in Architecture.

In 1959, Mr. Stokes moved to Fort Walton
Beach, the city he would call home until his
passing. Upon arriving in Florida, he began
working at Ricks and Kendrick Architect, Inc.
and became partner after 10 years. In 1988,
he started his own firm—Stokes Architectural,
Inc.

Mr. Stokes has been honored by the Florida
Association of the American Institute of Archi-
tects for his leadership and community service
benefitting the profession of architecture. His
architectural work is on display in many North-
west Florida landmarks, including Saint Mary’s
School and Church in Fort Walton Beach,
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Niceville High School, Choctawhatchee High
School, Fort Walton Beach High School,
Northwest Florida State College, the Greater
Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce
building, the Walton County Chamber of Com-
merce building, White Wilson Medical Center,
and Westwood Retirement Center, among oth-
ers.

In addition to his architectural contributions,
Mr. Stokes was a leader in Northwest Florida’s
civic society, serving as president of the
Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Com-
merce, twice as president of the local YMCA,
councilmember and Mayor of the City of Mary
Esther, president of the Fort Walton Beach
Rotary Club, and a member of the Krewe of
Bowlegs.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the U.S. House of
Representatives, | am proud to honor the
dedicated service of Randy Stokes. Vicki and
| will keep his entire family, especially his son,
James Jr. and daughter-in-law, Andrea;
daughter, Judy and son-in-law, Ken; daughter,
Jennifer; daughter, Janet and son-in-law, Don;
as well as his grandchildren Ross, Annie,
Ryan, Christina, Drew, Conner, LylaKae,
Bryna, Rand, and Champ; his nieces Terri and
Mellie; and his siblings Betty, Tommy, Kevin,
Jerry, and Silvia in our thoughts and prayers.

SUCCESS ON AND OFF THE FIELD

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Paddy Fisher of Katy High
School for winning the Greater Houston High
School Rotary Lombardi Award.

Each year the Rotary Lombardi Award is
awarded to a player who displays talent, lead-
ership, and respect on and off the football
field. The award honors Vince Lombardi’s leg-
acy and recognizes talented Houston athletes.
Paddy, a senior at Katy High School, was se-
lected as this years recipient for his out-
standing talents on the defensive side of the
ball and for being a leader on the team. Pad-
dy’s parents and coaches are no doubt proud
of his talent and character.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Paddy for winning this prestigious award.
We wish him continued success at North-
western on and off the field.

RECOGNIZING ROBERT DICK DOUG-
LAS, JR. THE LONGEST SERVING
EAGLE SCOUT IN BOY SCOUT
HISTORY—90 YEARS AN EAGLE

HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2015

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, as a member
of the Congressional Scouting Caucus, | rise
today to honor Robert Dick Douglas, Jr., the
longest serving Eagle Scout in Boy Scout His-
tory, who on December 8, 2015, celebrated 90
Years as an Eagle.

Mr. Douglas joined the Boy Scouts July 23,
1923, on his 11th Birthday in Greensboro, NC,
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and earned his Eagle Award 2 years, 4
months and 15 days later, on December 8,
1925, at the age of 13 and has been active in
Scouting ever since.

He was recently an honored guest at the
History of Scouting Trail (HOST) Annual Con-
gressional Gala and quoted from memory
what he called “His Guiding Star” almost 90
years after his Father, Judge Robert Dick
Douglas, Sr., Chairman of the Greensboro
Council Court of Honor, penned it as the win-
ning essay for a local Community Chest Con-
test in 1926, to describe Scouting’s goals in
50 words or less.

“Scouting safeguards your boy by proper
companionship, guides him by adult leader-
ship and develops him with a well-considered
program of activities for the purpose of making
him more reverent to God, more loyal to his
country, more helpful to his fellow man and
more useful to himself.”

Following these words, Robert Dick Doug-
las, Jr. has enjoyed unparalleled Scouting suc-
cess and adventure traveling to the far
reaches of Africa and Alaska in the late 1920’s
and early 1930’s, writing three bestselling ac-
counts, which helped pave the way for an ex-
emplary life as an Attorney & Community
Servant.

As such, he recently received The Distin-
guished Eagle Scout Award (September 24,
2015) and 16 of my fellow Representatives
who are Eagle Scouts joined together and
signed a Special Letter of Congratulation to
Mr. Douglas.

| know they would wholeheartedly join me
again today in recognizing this Historic
Achievement—90 Years an Eagle Scout and
the Longest Serving Eagle Scout in Boy Scout
History.

TRIBUTE TO STACIE EUKEN

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Stacie
Euken, of Wiota, lowa, for being selected as
the 2015 Bob Joslin Award winner at the lowa
Farm Bureau annual meeting in December.

Stacie grew up on a hog farm in Cass
County and studied Agriculture Education and
Communications at lowa State University. She
now farms with her husband near Wiota and
serves as the Cass County Farm Bureau
president. Stacie takes every opportunity given
to her to volunteer and promote agriculture,
whether that's helping the local Pork Pro-
ducers at a grill out, teaching kids about agri-
culture at community events, or going to
Washington, D.C. to speak to legislators. She
is a true lowan, through and through.

Mr. Speaker, Stacie’s dedication to advanc-
ing the agriculture community not only in lowa
but across the nation is truly commendable.
Her efforts embody the lowa spirit and | am
honored to represent her and lowans like her
in the United States Congress. | ask that my
colleagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating Stacie
for her achievements and wishing her nothing
but continued success.
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