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parents after Japan ratified the Hague. If India 
ratified the Hague it will—like Japan—grand-
father preexisting cases out of the convention 
resolution process. 

Bindu Philips, mother of Albert and Alfred, 
has struggled with her ex-husband in Indian 
courts for the return of her sons for nearly 
nine years. Ravi Parmar has been fighting for 
his son’s return for three years. 

Section 201 of the Goldman Act also re-
quires the State Department to conduct a re-
view of individual cases pending 12 months or 
more to discern whether the foreign govern-
ment has taken adequate steps to resolve the 
case or whether actions are warranted. This is 
the ‘‘individual case’’ trigger for actions (as op-
posed to the ‘‘pattern of noncompliance’’ coun-
try trigger). Despite a half-dozen Congres-
sional letters from various members of Con-
gress asking for Sec. 201 reviews of egre-
gious cases, the State Department, to my 
knowledge, has not done a single review, 
much less applied actions. 

I am encouraged by a press statement by 
Secretary of State John Kerry. 

While noting that the Goldman Act provides 
‘‘additional tools to advocate for the return of 
abducted children’’ he states ‘‘there can be no 
safe haven for abductors. The Department of 
State will continue to use all the tools avail-
able to us to help those involved in inter-
national parental child abduction cases to re-
solve their disputes and move forward with 
their lives.’’ 
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Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute 
to Major General Luis R. Visot of the United 
States Army Reserve who will retire after more 
than 37 years of exceptionally distinguished 
service culminating in assignment as Chief of 
Staff, Army Reserve. As Chief of Staff, Major 
General Visot oversaw staff operations at both 
the United States Army Reserve Command at 
Fort Bragg, North Carolina and the Office of 
the Chief of Army Reserve at Fort Belvoir, Vir-
ginia. He immediately set out to improve effi-
ciencies within and between the staffs to im-
prove the quality and speed of decision mak-
ing processes through deliberate staff inter-
action both vertically and horizontally. I am 
grateful for his and his family’s life of service 
to the Army Reserve and wish him well as he 
transitions into retirement. 

Born in Ponce, Puerto Rico, MG Visot was 
commissioned as a 2LT in May 1978. He 
holds a Bachelor of Arts from Marquette Uni-
versity in Milwaukee, WI and a Master’s in 
Education from the University of Georgia in 
Athens, GA. MG Visot received a Master’s in 
Strategic Studies from the United States Army 
War College. His military education includes: 
Infantry Airborne Basic Course, Quartermaster 
Officer Basic Course, Transportation Officer 
Advanced Course, Command and General 
Staff College, the Associate Logistics Execu-
tive Development Course, the United States 
Army War College, the Advanced Joint Military 
Professional Education (AJPME), the Joint 
Flag Officer Warfighting Course, and CAP-
STONE. 

Prior to assuming responsibilities as Chief of 
Staff, Major General Visot served as the Dep-
uty Commanding General (Operations), United 
States Army Reserve Command from May 
2012 to April 2014. During his tenure as 
DCG–O, he ably assisted the Chief of Army 
Reserve (CAR)/Commanding General, United 
States Army Reserve Command (USARC) in 
establishing and executing operational and 
strategic priorities consistent with those of 
Forces Command and Secretary of the Army. 
Major General Visot guided the Command as 
it provided continuous support to the war effort 
and executed multiple contingency deploy-
ments in support of the Global War on Ter-
rorism. Major General Visot executed dele-
gated Mission Command over sixteen USARC 
Operational and Functional (O&F) Commands 
(over 160K Soldiers and $282 million OMAR 
and $567 million RPA budgets) to syn-
chronize/integrate ARFORGEN implementa-
tion and consolidate the readiness focus. 

With more than 37 years of Active Duty in 
support of the Army Reserve, MG Visot’s dis-
tinguished career is marked by tremendous 
accomplishments, impacting across the 
breadth and depth of the Total Army. He is a 
leader who genuinely cares for Soldiers, Civil-
ians and Families. Nothing is more important 
to him than caring for our Nation’s most pre-
cious resource—our Soldiers. As a Citizen 
Soldier himself, Major General Visot is acutely 
aware of the challenges and sacrifices of 
Army Reserve Soldiers as they balance the 
demands of service to the Nation, community, 
and family well-being. He enthusiastically fos-
tered a command culture emphasizing ‘‘Care 
for our Soldiers’’ and held Leaders account-
able for the wellbeing of our Soldiers on and 
off duty. Major General Visot has proven to be 
a pivotal leader in the Army Reserve. His im-
passioned leadership focus will have a posi-
tive influence on the Army Reserve for years 
to come. 

As with all our Citizen Soldiers, it is impor-
tant that we acknowledge the University of 
South Florida for their outstanding support as 
MG Visot’s civilian employer. It is because of 
their cooperation and understanding during his 
many tours on Active Duty that he was able to 
make such a positive impact on the Army Re-
serve. 

It is only fair and proper to acknowledge the 
tireless support of his wife, Dr. Cindy S. Visot, 
as her love and support enabled MG Visot to 
work tirelessly on his assigned duties. Dr. 
Visot is the Chief of Staff and the Director of 
Board of Trustees Operations at the University 
of South Florida. Let us thank her for all her 
sacrifices throughout their service. We con-
gratulate MG and Dr. Visot on their many 
years of distinguished service and wish them 
continued success in the future. 
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Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Coach Ricky Tullos for being named 
the Touchdown Club of Houston’s Coach of 
the Year. 

Coach Tullos has helped the young George 
Ranch Longhorn football program write quite a 

success story. Under Tullos’ guidance, the 
Longhorns are 44–8 and undefeated this sea-
son. His players love the intensity he brings to 
the game and have great respect for him as 
a leader. This weekend, Coach Tullos will 
coach his team to victory in the state cham-
pionship game. Coach Tullos, keep doing 
what you’re doing and bring home the cham-
pionship. Good luck to you and your team this 
weekend. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations to 
Coach Tullos for being named Coach of the 
Year. The Longhorns are lucky to have a lead-
er and mentor like him. 

f 
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OF IOWA 
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Wednesday, December 16, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Zack 
Peppmeier, of Shannon City, Iowa for earning 
the American FFA Degree. Zack was recently 
awarded this degree at the National FFA Con-
vention and Expo in Louisville, Kentucky, on 
October 31. 

The American FFA Degree is awarded to 
members who have demonstrated the highest 
level of commitment to FFA and made signifi-
cant accomplishments in their supervised agri-
cultural experience. Zack had to meet certain 
requirements, such as studying agriculture for 
three years in high school, earning money in 
an agriculture field and investing that money 
into their business, as well as participating in 
community service and having a record of out-
standing leadership ability and community in-
volvement. Overall, Zack spent four years 
working towards and meeting these require-
ments, and his hard work and years of dedica-
tion has paid off. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent 
leaders like Zack in the United States Con-
gress and it is with great pride that I recognize 
him today. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating him on receiving this es-
teemed designation, and in wishing him the 
best of luck in all his future endeavors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DARRIELLE KING OF 
DESOTO FOR BEING RANKED AS 
THE EIGHTH-BEST SENIOR RE-
CRUIT IN THE NATION BY THE 
PREPVOLLEYBALL.COM 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 16, 2015 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that I recog-
nize Darrielle King. She is an Under Armour 
Second Team All American and a nominee for 
Gatorade Player of the Year. 

King was an outstanding defensive player 
on the volleyball court, totaling 147 solo blocks 
and 124 block assists. The All-Stater had 243 
kills and was named District 8–6A’s out-
standing blocker. 
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Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 30th Congres-

sional District of Texas, I ask all of my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Darrielle King for her outstanding rec-
ognition on and off the volleyball court. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 16, 2015 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
due to a funeral I attended in California, I was 
unable to cast my vote for Roll Call 694. Had 
I been present I would have voted: 

YES—H. Res. 536, Supporting freedom of 
the press in Latin America and the Caribbean 
and condemning violations of press freedom 
and violence against journalists, bloggers, and 
individuals exercising their right to freedom of 
speech. 
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TRIBUTE TO ROBERT AND EVELYN 
BIRKBY 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 16, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Robert 
and Evelyn Birkby of Sidney, Iowa, on the 
very special occasion of their 69th wedding 
anniversary. They were married on November 
3, 1946 at the Sidney Methodist Church in 
Sidney, Iowa. 

Robert and Evelyn’s lifelong commitment to 
each other and their family truly embodies our 
Iowa values. It is families like the Birkbys that 
make me proud to represent our great state. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 69th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion. 
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CELEBRATING THE RETIREMENT 
OF MS. TERRI CROOK FROM THE 
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 16, 2015 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and celebrate Ms. Terri Crook as she 
retires from the Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS), after serving 37 years as a Revenue 
Officer in the Collection Function. 

Terri received a Bachelor’s of Science de-
gree from Florida State University (FSU) in 
1980. In 1991, she was selected as a Group 
Manager in the Collection Function. She later 
became an Analyst and served 401 Taxpayer 
Assistance Centers nationwide. In 2009, she 
was selected as the Local Taxpayer Advocate 
for South Florida and was ultimately selected 
to head an Innovative Training Team within 
the Taxpayer Advocate Service. 

Terri’s passion for advocacy and counseling 
to various taxpayers and organizations 

throughout South Florida is to be commended. 
She has devoted herself to serving as a Vol-
unteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) Volun-
teer every year during Filing Season. In this 
capacity, she has prepared tax returns for 
people living in low-income areas. 

In her personal time, she co-wrote and di-
rected a one woman show entitled, ‘‘Don’t Be 
No Whole Fool Cause Life Ain’t No Dress Re-
hearsal,’’ and donated all the proceeds from 
the show to charity. Furthermore, she has also 
helped children at her local Boys and Girls 
Club develop their public speaking skills. 

Mr. Speaker, it gives me great pride to rec-
ognize Ms. Terri Crook on her retirement from 
the IRS. I want to thank her for her years of 
service, and wish her all the very best as she 
embarks on a new chapter in her life. 
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PATENT NO LONGER PENDING 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 16, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to congratu-
late young Liliana Segura of Katy, Texas for 
recently being awarded a patent from the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO). 

While a student at Beckendorff Junior High, 
she was fortunate enough to enroll in a Gifted 
and Talented Independent Study with 
Mentorship course. During this course, Liliana 
brilliantly invented a new clipboard design and 
worked with her mentor to file a patent appli-
cation with the USPTO as an eighth grader. 
Her design for the ‘‘Particulate Collecting Pad’’ 
was awarded a patent for her insightful and in-
genious creation. Liliana’s invention is a testa-
ment to the innovation and ideas our students 
are capable of achieving when given the op-
portunity. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Liliana on her now patented invention. Keep 
working hard and dreaming big. 
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HONORING 100TH ANNIVERSARY 
FOR 31ST STREET BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

HON. ROBERT C. ‘‘BOBBY’’ SCOTT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 16, 2015 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the members of the 31st Street 
Baptist Church in Richmond, Virginia on their 
100th anniversary. 

During the turn of the last century, African 
Americans continued to face significant op-
pression and discrimination. In 1895, despite 
the adversity facing the Black community, Afri-
can American Baptist Churches came together 
to form the National Baptist Convention of the 
United States to strengthen and unify Baptist 
Churches. Today, it is the largest predomi-
nately Black Christian denomination in the 
United States. 

The 31st Street Baptist Church grew out of 
this movement and was consecrated in 1915. 
The church quickly established itself as a 
leading voice in the Richmond community and 
its congregation rapidly grew. Members were 

active in the community and encouraged to at-
tend the historic March on Washington in 
1963. Sadly in 1966, the church structure was 
burned down. But out of the ashes, 31st 
Street Baptist Church persevered and its cur-
rent sanctuary was built. 

From 1982 to 2007, Reverend Darrel Rollins 
led the church. Under his leadership the 
church prospered even further. The congrega-
tion grew from 150 to 1,300 and the church 
added more than 50 new ministries. These 
ministries included assistance to seniors, nutri-
tion assistance, and a consortium of three sis-
ter churches. Today, the Church feeds 70 to 
250 people a day during the summer in the 
East End community. The physical building of 
the church has also grown and has become 
accessible to all. 

More recently, the 31st Baptist Church was 
recognized by the Tricycle Gardens, a non-
profit working to expand access to healthy 
foods in Richmond, with the Golden Trowel 
award for the church’s community garden that 
contributes to the food available at their soup 
kitchen. The garden has continued to grow 
under Rev. Dr. Morris Henderson’s leadership 
and has even received a farm serial number 
from the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The 
First Lady’s Let’s Move! Initiative has also rec-
ognized the church and its urban farm for its 
positive impact on the community. This unique 
garden is just one of the many ways that 31st 
Baptist Church has served and enriched the 
Richmond community. 

Mr. Speaker, as the 31st Street Baptist 
Church of Richmond, Virginia celebrates this 
historic anniversary, the congregation can re-
joice in 100 years of fellowship and service to 
the Richmond community. I wish them many 
more years of joy and dedicated service to the 
community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE NORWALK HIGH 
SCHOOL DEBATE TEAM 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 16, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate the Nor-
walk High School Debate Team for winning 
State Debate Championship for the first time 
in 22 years. 

I would like to congratulate each member of 
the team: 

Varsity Debaters: Joe Oswald, Collin Kil-
gore, Melinda Klawonn, Alex Johnson, Liah 
Moeller, and Noah Percy 

Coach: Jenipher Sutherland 

Mr. Speaker, the success of this team and 
their coach demonstrates the rewards of hard 
work, dedication, and perseverance. I am hon-
ored to represent them in the United States 
Congress. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating these young people for 
competing in this rigorous competition and 
wishing them all nothing but continued suc-
cess. 
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