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HONORING TED BEATTIE

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2015

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the President of Shedd Aquarium,
Ted A. Beattie.

After more than two decades of leadership
at a world renowned aquarium, Mr. Beattie is
retiring with a career record dedicated to ad-
vancing conservation and education of ani-
mals and ecosystems. Mr. Beattie came to
Shedd Aquarium in January 1994 as the third
President/CEO. During his tenure, his leader-
ship and vision for the aquarium have led to
the development and opening of six perma-
nent exhibits, including the addition of Wild
Reef and the re-imagination of Shedd’s Abbott
Oceanarium marine mammal pavilion.

Beyond that, Mr. Beattie oversaw the estab-
lishment of the Daniel P. Haerther Center for
Conservation and Research, which now in-
cludes a portfolio of eighteen global field re-
search programs that span the world. He also
added Shedd’s onsite animal hospital and lab
facilities within the A. Watson Armour |l Cen-
ter for Aquatic Animal Health and Welfare, in-
troduced a Master Energy Road Map de-
signed to cut the aquarium’s energy consump-
tion in half by 2020, opened the Shedd’s Teen
Learning Lab, and helped the aquarium earn
a position in Chicago’s top-attended paid cul-
tural attraction for 17 of the last 21 years.

It is clear that Mr. Beattie’s contributions to
the aquarium have been extensive, but more
broadly, he has contributed to the positive
transformation of Museum Campus. This 57
acre addition to Grant Park is the heart of ex-
ploration and discovery for millions of visitors
along Chicago’s lakefront.

The impact of Mr. Beattie’s leadership will
be greatly missed by Shedd Aquarium and the
City of Chicago. | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring and celebrating his work and
accomplishments.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. DAVID G. VALADAO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2015

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday,
December 15, | missed votes due to being un-
avoidably detained as a result of weather-re-
lated flight delays. Had | been present, | would
have voted in support of roll call vote Number
694.

—————

TRIBUTE TO REV. OLLIE AND
ALTHA ODLE

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Rev. Ollie
and Altha Odle on the very special occasion of
their 70th wedding anniversary. They were
married on November 24, 1945 in Kansas
City, Kansas.
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Rev. Ollie and Altha’s lifelong commitment
to each other and their children, Terry, Ollie
Jr. and Kathie, truly embodies our lowa val-
ues. It is families like the Odles that make me
proud to call myself an lowan and represent
the people of our great state.

Mr. Speaker, | commend this great couple
on their 70th year together and | wish them
many more. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating them on this momentous
occasion.

———

THE GOLDMAN ACT TO RETURN
ABDUCTED AMERICAN CHIL-
DREN: ENSURING ADMINISTRA-
TION ACTION

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2015

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, last
month, | chaired the fourth oversight hearing
this year on implementation of the Sean and
David Goldman International Child Abduction
Prevention and Return Act.

The Goldman Act empowers the executive
branch with powerful new tools and a myriad
of ways to successfully resolve parental child
abduction cases. Like any law, however, it is
only as good as its implementation.

Historically, 750-1,000 American children
are unlawfully removed from their homes each
year by one of their parents and taken across
international borders.

International parental child abduction rips
children from their homes and takes them
away to a foreign land, alienating them from
the love and care of the parent and family left
behind.

Child abduction is child abuse. Its negative
impact on the children and left behind families
can last for years—even a lifetime.

Two of our witnesses at the hearing—like
many who were there and are around the
country—know first-hand the trauma, the
tears, the excruciating pain, and the longing
and heartbreak of parental child abduction.

David Goldman’s son Sean was abducted to
Brazil and unlawfully retained for approxi-
mately 52 years. Mr. Goldman tenaciously
pursued every legal means of return including
expert counsel in his quest to bring Sean
home. Today father and son are thriving.

Captain Paul Toland continues his heroic 12
year quest to bring his 13 year old daughter,
Erica, home from Japan. Captain Toland re-
fuses to quit or be deterred despite years of
frustration and setbacks—such is this father’s
incredible love for his precious daughter.

Our first hope is to prevent, or at least miti-
gate the number of, abductions and the State
Department is to be commended for imple-
menting a provision of the Goldman Act that
adds children that a judge has determined to
be at risk of abduction to a “no fly” list. In
2014, we saw a decrease in the number of
new abductions—150 fewer new cases than
the previous year.

But | am concerned that the State Depart-
ment has chosen not to impose any sanctions
on any of those nations found to have en-
gaged in a “pattern of noncompliance.”

The Goldman Act, however, requires State
Department action on individual cases that
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have been pending for more than a year if the
foreign government has not been taking ade-
quate steps to resolve the case.

The Goldman Act also requires action when,
collectively, a country has high numbers of
cases—30 percent or more—that have been
unresolved for over a year; or if the govern-
ment is failing in their duties under the Hague
Convention or other bilateral agreement; or if
their law enforcement fails to enforce return or
access orders.

The Goldman Act not only shines a light on
a country’s record through the annual designa-
tion of countries showing a “pattern of non-
compliance”, it holds countries accountable
and incentivizes systemic reform. Actions es-
calate in severity, and range from official pro-
tests through diplomatic channels, to public
condemnation, to extradition, to the suspen-
sion of development, security, or other foreign
assistance.

The Goldman Act was designed to raise the
stakes on the foreign country’s inaction or ob-
struction, and move the country to end the
nightmare of abduction.

In July we reviewed the State Department’s
first annual report on abduction and access
resolution rates around the world. The annual
report had some major gaps and misleading
information, some of which were corrected by
the Supplemental Data posted by the State
Department in August.

Tragically, in contravention of both the spirit
and letter of the Goldman Act, the State De-
partment failed to list Japan—with more than
50 abduction cases—among the 22 countries
showing a “pattern of noncompliance” and
therefore eligible for Goldman Act sanctions.
This glaring omission sent the unfortunate sig-
nal that pre-Hague Japan cases were no
longer a top priority—cases like that of Sgt.
Michael Elias who has been denied any con-
tact with his two young children, Jade and Mi-
chael, after they were abducted to Japan in
2008.

In September the State Department sent to
Congress its first 90 day report on actions it
took to bring the 22 most difficult countries to
the resolution table.

Those actions included demarches, judicial
rulings, and meetings—all of which are nec-
essary and of value—but noticeably absent
was the imposition of any humber of meaning-
ful sanctions prescribed by the Goldman Act.

| respectfully submit that this was a missed
opportunity to convey to “pattern of non-com-
pliance” nations that the United States is ab-
solutely serious about resolving parental ab-
duction. The imposition of sanctions says we
mean business. (Sanctions are imposed on an
entity to enforce civil rights laws and other
policies of paramount importance)

Notwithstanding section 103 of the Goldman
Act, the Report makes no mention of MOUs or
bilateral agreements to resolve cases—includ-
ing and especially cases that existed prior to
Japan'’s ratification of the Hague.

|I—and others—have raised this concern for
several years, especially for victims of Japan’s
policies. Perhaps Assistant Secretary Bond
can tell us if any bilateral agreements or
MOUs are in the works.

The report details the State Department’s
efforts to persuade India to ratify the Hague
Convention—a step that if not combined with
an MOU to resolve current abduction cases,
which number about 75, we risk replicating the
extraordinary misery endured by left behind
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parents after Japan ratified the Hague. If India
ratified the Hague it will—like Japan—grand-
father preexisting cases out of the convention
resolution process.

Bindu Philips, mother of Albert and Alfred,
has struggled with her ex-husband in Indian
courts for the return of her sons for nearly
nine years. Ravi Parmar has been fighting for
his son’s return for three years.

Section 201 of the Goldman Act also re-
quires the State Department to conduct a re-
view of individual cases pending 12 months or
more to discern whether the foreign govern-
ment has taken adequate steps to resolve the
case or whether actions are warranted. This is
the “individual case” trigger for actions (as op-
posed to the “pattern of noncompliance” coun-
try trigger). Despite a half-dozen Congres-
sional letters from various members of Con-
gress asking for Sec. 201 reviews of egre-
gious cases, the State Department, to my
knowledge, has not done a single review,
much less applied actions.

| am encouraged by a press statement by
Secretary of State John Kerry.

While noting that the Goldman Act provides
“additional tools to advocate for the return of
abducted children” he states “there can be no
safe haven for abductors. The Department of
State will continue to use all the tools avail-
able to us to help those involved in inter-
national parental child abduction cases to re-
solve their disputes and move forward with
their lives.”

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR GENERAL
LUIS VISOT

HON. DAVID W. JOLLY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2015

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay tribute
to Major General Luis R. Visot of the United
States Army Reserve who will retire after more
than 37 years of exceptionally distinguished
service culminating in assignment as Chief of
Staff, Army Reserve. As Chief of Staff, Major
General Visot oversaw staff operations at both
the United States Army Reserve Command at
Fort Bragg, North Carolina and the Office of
the Chief of Army Reserve at Fort Belvoir, Vir-
ginia. He immediately set out to improve effi-
ciencies within and between the staffs to im-
prove the quality and speed of decision mak-
ing processes through deliberate staff inter-
action both vertically and horizontally. | am
grateful for his and his family’s life of service
to the Army Reserve and wish him well as he
transitions into retirement.

Born in Ponce, Puerto Rico, MG Visot was
commissioned as a 2LT in May 1978. He
holds a Bachelor of Arts from Marquette Uni-
versity in Milwaukee, WI and a Master's in
Education from the University of Georgia in
Athens, GA. MG Visot received a Master’s in
Strategic Studies from the United States Army
War College. His military education includes:
Infantry Airborne Basic Course, Quartermaster
Officer Basic Course, Transportation Officer
Advanced Course, Command and General
Staff College, the Associate Logistics Execu-
tive Development Course, the United States
Army War College, the Advanced Joint Military
Professional Education (AJPME), the Joint
Flag Officer Warfighting Course, and CAP-
STONE.
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Prior to assuming responsibilities as Chief of
Staff, Major General Visot served as the Dep-
uty Commanding General (Operations), United
States Army Reserve Command from May
2012 to April 2014. During his tenure as
DCG-O, he ably assisted the Chief of Army
Reserve (CAR)/Commanding General, United
States Army Reserve Command (USARC) in
establishing and executing operational and
strategic priorities consistent with those of
Forces Command and Secretary of the Army.
Major General Visot guided the Command as
it provided continuous support to the war effort
and executed multiple contingency deploy-
ments in support of the Global War on Ter-
rorism. Major General Visot executed dele-
gated Mission Command over sixteen USARC
Operational and Functional (O&F) Commands
(over 160K Soldiers and $282 million OMAR
and $567 milion RPA budgets) to syn-
chronize/integrate  ARFORGEN implementa-
tion and consolidate the readiness focus.

With more than 37 years of Active Duty in
support of the Army Reserve, MG Visot's dis-
tinguished career is marked by tremendous
accomplishments, impacting across the
breadth and depth of the Total Army. He is a
leader who genuinely cares for Soldiers, Civil-
ians and Families. Nothing is more important
to him than caring for our Nation’s most pre-
cious resource—our Soldiers. As a Citizen
Soldier himself, Major General Visot is acutely
aware of the challenges and sacrifices of
Army Reserve Soldiers as they balance the
demands of service to the Nation, community,
and family well-being. He enthusiastically fos-
tered a command culture emphasizing “Care
for our Soldiers” and held Leaders account-
able for the wellbeing of our Soldiers on and
off duty. Major General Visot has proven to be
a pivotal leader in the Army Reserve. His im-
passioned leadership focus will have a posi-
tive influence on the Army Reserve for years
to come.

As with all our Citizen Soldiers, it is impor-
tant that we acknowledge the University of
South Florida for their outstanding support as
MG Visot’s civilian employer. It is because of
their cooperation and understanding during his
many tours on Active Duty that he was able to
make such a positive impact on the Army Re-
serve.

It is only fair and proper to acknowledge the
tireless support of his wife, Dr. Cindy S. Visot,
as her love and support enabled MG Visot to
work tirelessly on his assigned duties. Dr.
Visot is the Chief of Staff and the Director of
Board of Trustees Operations at the University
of South Florida. Let us thank her for all her
sacrifices throughout their service. We con-
gratulate MG and Dr. Visot on their many
years of distinguished service and wish them
continued success in the future.

————

UNDEFEATED COACH OF THE
YEAR

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Coach Ricky Tullos for being named
the Touchdown Club of Houston’s Coach of
the Year.

Coach Tullos has helped the young George
Ranch Longhorn football program write quite a
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success story. Under Tullos’ guidance, the
Longhorns are 44-8 and undefeated this sea-
son. His players love the intensity he brings to
the game and have great respect for him as
a leader. This weekend, Coach Tullos will
coach his team to victory in the state cham-
pionship game. Coach Tullos, keep doing
what you’re doing and bring home the cham-
pionship. Good luck to you and your team this
weekend.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations to
Coach Tullos for being named Coach of the
Year. The Longhorns are lucky to have a lead-
er and mentor like him.

TRIBUTE TO ZACK PEPPMEIER
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Zack
Peppmeier, of Shannon City, lowa for earning
the American FFA Degree. Zack was recently
awarded this degree at the National FFA Con-
vention and Expo in Louisville, Kentucky, on
October 31.

The American FFA Degree is awarded to
members who have demonstrated the highest
level of commitment to FFA and made signifi-
cant accomplishments in their supervised agri-
cultural experience. Zack had to meet certain
requirements, such as studying agriculture for
three years in high school, earning money in
an agriculture field and investing that money
into their business, as well as participating in
community service and having a record of out-
standing leadership ability and community in-
volvement. Overall, Zack spent four years
working towards and meeting these require-
ments, and his hard work and years of dedica-
tion has paid off.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent
leaders like Zack in the United States Con-
gress and it is with great pride that | recognize
him today. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating him on receiving this es-
teemed designation, and in wishing him the
best of luck in all his future endeavors.

———————

RECOGNIZING DARRIELLE KING OF
DESOTO FOR BEING RANKED AS
THE EIGHTH-BEST SENIOR RE-
CRUIT IN THE NATION BY THE
PREPVOLLEYBALL.COM

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 16, 2015

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that | recog-
nize Darrielle King. She is an Under Armour
Second Team All American and a nominee for
Gatorade Player of the Year.

King was an outstanding defensive player
on the volleyball court, totaling 147 solo blocks
and 124 block assists. The All-Stater had 243
kils and was named District 8-6A’s out-
standing blocker.
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