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HONORING SONYA GISH OF
PENNSYLVANIA

HON. SCOTT PERRY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 15, 2015

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today I'd like to
honor Sonya Gish on her retirement after
more than 30 years of service to the United
States of America.

Through her work with the Information Tech-
nology Department at New Cumberland Army
Depot, and her leadership role as Deputy Di-
rector, and later Director, of Distribution Policy
and Processing at Defense Logistics Agency
(DLA) Distribution, her tireless dedication, pro-
fessionalism and sacrifice touched the lives of
countless people and challenged all with
whom she worked with to be the best.

Her colleagues describe Sonya as the con-
summate role model and a truly indispensable
asset to DLA Distribution. Her numerous pro-
motions and awards exemplify an outstanding
record of service to our Nation’s warfighters
and citizens. Through work ethic and char-
acter, Sonya has truly left an enduring legacy
of service.

It is with great pride along with Pennsylva-
nia’s Fourth Congressional district that | con-
gratulate Sonya Gish on her retirement after
more than 30 years of service to the United
States of America.

COLONEL MICHAEL P. DIETZ
HON. ROGER WILLIAMS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 15, 2015

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge the distinguished career and
military service of Colonel Michael P. Dietz.
An Alaskan native, Michael enlisted in the
United States Army in Providence, Rhode Is-
land in 1979. As an Enlisted Soldier, Michael
served in Europe, Korea and Central America
eventually achieving the rank of Staff Ser-
geant. In 1989, he was given a direct commis-
sion as a 2nd Lieutenant in the U.S. Army
Military Intelligence Corp. During the First Gulf
War, he served with the Third Mobile Armored
Corp as a Senior Intelligence Analyst.

Throughout the 1990s Colonel (COL) Dietz
served in a series of positions of increasing
responsibility in the area of military intelligence
to include, operations officer of an Anti-Ter-
rorist Response Team and culminating with
the Deputy Command of the 6th Civil Support
Team, an Anti-Terrorist Team specializing in
Weapons of Mass Destruction. During this
time, COL Dietz had operational control of re-
sponse elements to the events of 9/11 and the
Columbia Space Shuttle Disaster over East
Texas.

In 2003, COL Dietz commanded mobile col-
lection teams for the Defense Intelligence
Agency (DIA) in Irag. He later commanded the
entire DIA effort in Afghanistan in 2004. Both
positions required work with Allied Nations.

In 2008-2009, COL Dietz commanded the
636th Military Intelligence Battalion of the
Texas National Guard. This is the number one
rated M| Battalion in both Operation Iraqi
Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom.
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COL Dietz, in his 36 years of service, has
served combat tours with 101st Airborne Divi-
sion, 82nd Airborne Division as a Battalion
Commander, 3rd Army, 3rd Special Forces
Group, United States Army Special Operations
Command, 5th Special Forces Group, the De-
fense Intelligence Agency and the 636th Ml
Battalion.

COL Dietz is currently a member of the
Warrior Transition Unit at Ft. Sam Houston,
Texas. This unit specializes in repairing
wounded warriors. COL Dietz is in the process
of being treated for numerous injuries that he
sustained while deployed in Iraq and Afghani-
stan.

He has been married for 31 years to Elly
Del Prado Dietz and his daughter, Sharon is
a 1st Lieutenant currently serving at Camp
Mabry, Austin, Texas and his son, Aidan is a
2nd Lieutenant serving as an Airborne Infantry
Platoon Leader in the 143rd INF BN (ABN).

COL Dietz’s 36 years of distinguished serv-
ice reflects great credit upon himself, the
Texas Army National Guard, the United States
Army and the United States of America. On
behalf of a grateful Nation, | wish him and his
family the very best in retirement.

————

TRIBUTE TO THE DOWLING
CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL BOYS
CROSS COUNTRY TEAM

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 15, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate the
Dowling Catholic High School Boys Cross
Country team for winning the lowa Class 4A
State Cross Country Championship.

| would like to congratulate each member of
the Team: Runners: Matthew Carmody, John
Clingan, Jack Fink, Matt Fraizer, Skyler
Riesberg, Jack Turner, and Ryan Schweizer;
Head Coach: Timothy lves; and Assistant
Coaches: Duncan McLean, Gerard Amadeo,
Ann Flood, and Kevin Lewis.

Mr. Speaker, the success of this team and
their coaches demonstrates the rewards of
hard work, dedication, and perseverance. | am
honored to represent them in the United
States Congress. | ask that all of my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating the team
for competing in this rigorous competition and
wishing them all nothing but continued suc-
cess.

———

HONORING THE 240TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE NAVY CHAPLAIN
CORPS

HON. J. RANDY FORBES

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 15, 2015

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, today | would
like to recognize the 240th anniversary of the
Navy Chaplain Corps. For 240 years, Navy
chaplains have served with honor, courage,
and selflessness, ensuring that our Sailors,
Marines, and Coast Guardsmen are able to
practice and grow in their faith, regardless of
where they serve.
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Our Navy chaplains are an invaluable pillar
of their military communities. The role of a
chaplain is inherently religious. As the makeup
of our service members has expanded, the
chaplaincy has expanded with it to include
representatives reflecting the many faith tradi-
tions of our troops, including Catholic, Protes-
tant, Jewish, Muslim, and Buddhist. When reli-
gious leaders become military chaplains, they
pledge to equally serve all members of the
armed forces, regardless of religious belief.
Chaplains faithfully carry out this sacred duty
each and every day.

While military chaplains are noncombatants
and do not carry weapons, they still serve in
harm’s way. Sixteen Navy chaplains have
given their lives providing religious and spir-
itual support for our men and women at war.
Two Navy chaplains were awarded the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor for their sacrificial
ministry to their Sailors and Marines. Lieuten-
ant Commander Joseph T. O’Callahan braved
a fiery inferno to administer last rites and di-
rect damage control operations aboard the
stricken USS Franklin in 1945. Lieutenant Vin-
cent R. Capodanno repeatedly exposed him-
self to intense enemy fire in Vietnam while ad-
ministering last rites to dead and dying Ma-
rines, refusing treatment of his own wounds
and directing corpsmen to his wounded com-
rades, before being killed while coming to the
aide of another. Six naval ships have been
named after chaplains with one, the destroyer
USS Laboon, still in service.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
with me today in recognizing the brave and
honorable service of Navy chaplains over the
last 240 years.

——————

COMMENDING AND CONGRATU-
LATING JOYCE I. MARTRATT ON
50 YEARS OF CIVILIAN SERVICE
WITH THE U.S. AIR FORCE

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 15, 2015

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to commend and congratulate Mrs. Joyce |.
Martratt on her 50 years of civilian service with
the United States Air Force. Joyce has served
in numerous capacities with the Air Force on
Guam, and she has dedicated much of her
professional life to furthering its mission and
providing critical support to our Airmen.

Joyce was born to Jesus San Nicolas and
Rosario Castro Camacho of Hagatna on Au-
gust 28, 1939. She is the eldest of five chil-
dren and endured the atrocities of war during
the occupation of Guam during World War II.
As a survivor of the war, she and her family
relocated to the village of Mongmong, where
they settled and began to rebuild their lives
and homes. In 1955, Joyce was adopted by
her Aunt Maria and Uncle Peling Castro in
order for her to further her education as they
moved to Washington, D.C. before resettling
in San Francisco in 1956. She attended Oak-
land Community College while working for the
Gallop Poll. She then moved back to Guam to
attend the University of Guam. While at the
University of Guam, she met her late-husband
Herbert Sablan Leddy, and together they start-
ed a family. In 1984, Herbert passed away
and Joyce later remarried Charlie Martratt.
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Joyce began working at the Andersen Air
Force Base in 1965. She was first hired for a
temporary job at the Civilian Personnel Office
as a clerk typist. She went on to work as a
secretary and clerk-stenographer and contin-
ued to progress professionally. She served in
several capacities, including work for the com-
mander of the 43d Combat Support Group,
Vice Commander of HQ Eighth Air Force,
command of the 3rd Air Division, and the 43rd
Bombardment Wing (Hvy) (SAC), the 633d Air
Base Wing (PACAF), and the 13th Air Force
(PACAF). Joyce worked with the 13th Air
Force until the headquarters moved to Hickam
in 2005. After the move, Joyce transferred to
the 36th Air Base Wing Commander, where
she is currently employed.

During her 50 years of service, Joyce was
privileged to be involved in many historic
events and assisted and coordinated the visits
of distinguished guests to the island. She sup-
ported efforts after the fall of Saigon during
the Vietnam War when the people of Guam
and the U.S. Air Force provided humanitarian
aid to over 111,000 Vietnamese refugees who
were temporarily housed on Guam during Op-
eration New Life. She has also supported nu-
merous U.S. Air Force missions, including the
evacuation of former Philippine President Fer-
dinand Marcos and his family from the Phil-
ippines in 1986, and care for 6,600 Kurdish
refugees who were brought to Guam as part
of Joint Task Force Operation Pacific Haven in
1996. For several years, Joyce wrote a col-
umn about the local culture for the AAFB
newspaper called “Ask Joyce.”

Joyce has been a hallmark of Andersen Air
Force Base and our community in Guam. She
has always been a dedicated worker who puts
her whole heart into what she does. Joyce is
a true professional and her knowledge and
background has helped the constant rotation
of Commanders better understand the chal-
lenges and opportunities at Andersen Air
Force Base. Her institutional knowledge is so
critical to the entire team at Andersen Air
Force Base. Additionally, Joyce is heavily in-
volved in her parish of San Isidro as the direc-
tor of faith formation and as a catechist. She
serves in the community whenever called
upon and is dedicated to her family.

| join the United States Air Force and the
people of Guam in thanking Joyce |. Martratt
for her 50 years of service to our nation, our
island, and our Airmen in the U.S. Air Force.
She represents the very best of our civilian
workforce and is symbolic of the great patriot-
ism that exists on Guam. | commend her for
her outstanding career and tireless work in all
that she has accomplished. Thank you (Si
Yu'os Ma’ase), Joyce.

RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE
JOSEPH TYSON ON THE OCCA-
SION OF HIS RETIREMENT AS A
MEMBER OF THE KINSTON,
NORTH CAROLINA CITY COUNCIL

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, December 15, 2015

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize Kinston, North Carolina City Coun-

cilman and Mayor Pro Tem, The Honorable
Joseph Tyson who is retiring from public serv-
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ice after 17 years. The City of Kinston, located
in my congressional district, has been fortu-
nate to have a remarkable leader in Mr. Jo-
seph Tyson. Through his words and actions
as a City Councilman and Mayor Pro Tem, he
has demonstrated time and time again that he
is one of our state’s finest and most effective
leaders.

Mr. Tyson spent his formative years in my
district in Beaufort, North Carolina until 1964
when he left to attend North Carolina A&T
University in Winston-Salem. It was there that
he received his commission as a Second Lieu-
tenant in the United States Army. He would
spend more than two decades in uniform as
an infantry and chemical officer. He retired as
a Lieutenant Colonel.

When Hurricane Floyd devastated much of
eastern North Carolina in 1999, Mr. Tyson
played a pivotal role in guiding the city through
myriad issues resulting from the effects of the
historic storm. From having to replace a
wastewater treatment plant, to navigating the
relocation of a large number of the city’s resi-
dents, Mr. Tyson worked with other leaders to
resolve problems for the benefit of the com-
munity.

Mr. Tyson has always looked for ways to
give back, even after dedicating so much of
himself to his city and his country. Following
his retirement from the Army in 1993, Mr.
Tyson began working as the senior Army in-
structor for the JROTC program at Kingston
High School. He taught cadets important lead-
ership skills and equipped them with the tools
they needed to succeed. He motivated and
encouraged those under his command to be
the best version of themselves.

Mr. Tyson has been a strong and steady
leader for his community and has succeeded
in making Kinston a better place for current
and future generations. He has earned the re-
spect and trust of his fellow councilmen, and
has the admiration of a grateful community,
whom he has diligently served.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to recognize this
man of conviction, principle, and exceptional
character as he retires after nearly two dec-
ades on the Kinston City Council. | ask my
colleagues to join me in wishing The Honor-
able Joseph Tyson the best of luck as he em-
barks on the next chapter of his life.

————

HUNGARY AND THE REFUGEE
CRISIS

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 15, 2015

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, before the
Paris attacks, pundits sitting in far-flung cap-
itals of the world were throwing lobs at Hun-
gary for turning a blind eye to the plight of
Syrian refugees. Now that we know that one
of the attackers posed as a refugee to get into
Europe and then stayed in a refugee camp as
he made his way from Greece to Paris, I'd like
to do something | know the pundits won’t do:
go back to an old story to make sure they got
it right.

First, the outside world’s opinions of what
Hungary should or should not do are wholly ir-
relevant. Hungary is a sovereign country that
ultimately will make its own political decisions
based on its interests and concerns on a
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case-by-case basis. Whether Hungary lets in
refugees from a conflict that it had absolutely
nothing to do with is a purely Hungarian ques-
tion. Just like we wouldn’t want Canada telling
us what to do, nor does Hungary want coun-
tries like Germany telling it what to do.

The fact of the matter is that the refugee
issue is complex. There are two sides to the
morality argument. Yes, there is a moral argu-
ment to helping those fleeing war, but let's not
forget about the moral argument for a govern-
ment keeping its promise to its citizens that it
will protect them. Refugees pose serious eco-
nomic and security concerns to the countries
of Europe. Modest estimates suggest that
Germany, who has touted a welcoming pos-
ture towards the refugees, will find itself
spending as much as 10 billion euros in 2015
to accommodate these newcomers. If Hungary
were to spend even half of that amount, it
would cost the country upwards of 7% of its
annual budget.

While Germany may be financially capable
of weathering the financial storm precipitated
by the influx of refugees, Hungary’s economy
may not. Despite notable improvements in re-
cent years in both trade and investment, Hun-
gary’s unemployment rate sits now at 10.5%.
The Organization for Economic Cooperation
and Development notes that, although Hun-
gary successfully exited from recession in
early 2013, the recovery of its economy is
modest at best. The OECD notes Hungary
must “maintain fiscal discipline,” underscoring
Budapest’'s need to invest in its own people
and economy—not spend billions accommo-
dating others.

Putting the economic factors aside, it is
quite obvious that taking in Syrian refugees
comes with a whole host of security concerns.
ISIS has openly boasted in recent months that
it is sending operatives to Europe under the
guise of refugees, intending to fulfill the ter-
rorist organization’s threat to stage attacks in
the West. European and American intelligence
officials report that ISIS has set up a wing that
specializes in launching terrorist attacks
abroad, providing guidance, training and fund-
ing for attacks that kill the most civilians pos-
sible. Earlier this month British media outlets
reported that the Tunisian leader of an al-
Qaeda-affiliated terrorist group was smuggled
into Europe posing as a refugee in October
before being arrested and deported to Tunisia.
Unfortunately, we have seen the bloody after-
math of the attacks on Paris, which were car-
ried out in part by an ISIS terrorist who en-
tered Europe as an asylum seeker.

The Hungarian Government does not think
all of the refugees are terrorists. But the grave
security concerns should not be written off for
the sake of humanitarianism. Hungary has a
humanitarian obligation to its own people too.
Hungary has called on the European Union to
set up the necessary institutions and orderly
processes to handle this massive influx of
people into the bloc. Hungary and its neigh-
boring eastern and central European countries
should not be expected to bear the burden of
this sea of refugees. More than anything,
these countries should not be judged for mak-
ing decisions based on their own interests.
That is simply their right.

And that’s just the way it is.
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