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CONGRATULATING GOV. TERRY 
BRANSTAD ON BECOMING THE 
LONGEST-SERVING GOVERNOR IN 
AMERICAN HISTORY 

HON. PAUL D. RYAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 15, 2015 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, on 
behalf of the whole House, I extend heartfelt 
congratulations to Governor Terry Branstad on 
his 7,642nd day in office. He is now the long-
est-serving governor in American history. And 
this day of recognition comes not a moment 
too soon because his principled leadership is 
a model for us all. 

Over the course of his 21 years in office, he 
has helped the people of Iowa overcome enor-
mous challenges. He inherited a budget def-
icit; he now presides over a large surplus. 
When he came in, the state economy had 
gone bust; now it is booming. And through 
good times and bad, he has always stood 
four-square behind his values. 

People say he is good at retail politics, and 
that is certainly true. But his success is more 
than a testament to his skill. It is a testament 
to his devotion. Governor Branstad knows that 
a true public servant lives among the people. 
He visits all 99 counties of Iowa every year. 
He can tell you the ins and outs of everything 
in Iowa—from soybeans to livestock to insur-
ance. He goes to every small event in every 
small town because he wants to be there. He 
listens because he cares. 

Asked what he wants his legacy to be, Gov-
ernor Branstad has said he wants Iowa to be 
a place where young people want to stay— 
where there is opportunity for all. I could think 
of no better goal for every governor in the 
country. 

I also think it is fitting that the long-serving 
governor whose record he has surpassed was 
George Clinton, a man who left his state to 
become vice president. For Governor 
Branstad, national office would have been a 
step down. He knows his state. He loves his 
state. The people of Iowa are grateful for his 
service. I’m grateful for his friendship. And all 
of us in the House are grateful for his exam-
ple. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BILL AND MARILYN 
RYAN 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 15, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Bill and 
Marilyn Ryan of Council Bluffs, Iowa, on the 
very special occasion of their 65th wedding 
anniversary. They were married in 1950. 

Bill and Marilyn’s lifelong commitment to 
each other and their children, Laura, Mary, 

Jane, Nancy, Anne, and Carol, truly embodies 
our Iowa values. It is families like the Ryan 
family that make me proud to call myself an 
Iowan and represent the people of our great 
state. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 65th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 15, 2015 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, on 
December 11, 2015, the House of Represent-
atives considered the Conference Report to 
Accompany H.R. 644, the Trade Facilitation 
and Trade Enforcement Act of 2015. Regret-
tably, due to a family commitment I was un-
able to cast my vote on this legislation. Had I 
been present, I would have voted yes on the 
Conference Report to Accompany H.R. 644, 
the Trade Facilitation and Trade Enforcement 
Act of 2015. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF OUR CLOSE 
PARTNER TAIWAN 

HON. SCOTT DesJARLAIS 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 15, 2015 

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to highlight the positive steps that our close 
partner and friend Taiwan has taken in the 
South China Sea. 

On December 12, 2015, the Taiwanese gov-
ernment inaugurated a newly constructed 
lighthouse and renovated wharf on the Taiping 
Island, which is the largest natural island of 
the Spratly Islands in the South China Sea 
and has been administered by Taiwan since 
1946. This infrastructure project will help sup-
port free and safe passage of ships through 
the surrounding waters, further enabling Tai-
wan to offer humanitarian assistance, disaster 
relief, and provide emergency rescue support 
to passing vessels. 

Like the United States, Taiwan is a firm be-
liever in freedom of navigation rights and has 
actively worked to promote peace and pros-
perity throughout the South China Sea region. 
Earlier this year, Taiwan President Ma Ying- 
jeou proposed the South China Sea Peace Ini-
tiative, reiterating their government’s long-
standing position of shelving disputes and pro-
moting joint resource development in these 
contested waters. 

Over the years, Taiwan has continued to 
play a responsible and peaceful role in the re-
gion and as such, I urge my colleagues to join 

me in working with our Taiwanese partners to 
promote our common interests and uphold 
international law. 

f 

HONORING CHIEF MASTER 
SERGEANT JOHN FRANCIS DITRO 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 15, 2015 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the career of Chief Master Sergeant 
John F. Ditro who will retire from the United 
States Air Force on December 31, 2015. Chief 
Master Sergeant Ditro has more than 27 years 
of combined military service in the United 
States Navy, the United States Air Force, and 
the New York Air National Guard. 

Chief Ditro entered the United States Navy 
through the delayed enlistment program in 
May of 1982 and was called up to active duty 
in July of that year. In January of 1983, he 
was assigned to the United States Naval Sta-
tion Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico, working on 
truck diesel engines and aviation fuel pumps 
in support of the Aviation Fuels Division. 

After a brief stint in the naval reserves, 
Chief Ditro re-enlisted in the United States 
Navy in March of 1986. He was stationed 
aboard the Caloosahatchee and in March of 
1988, Chief Ditro was released from the 
United States Navy. Chief Ditro then began 
working as a civilian accountant at the Naval 
Air Station Joint Reserve Base and in 1994 he 
joined the Pennsylvania Air National Guard as 
a Combat Communications technician. In Au-
gust of 1995 Chief Ditro accepted a position 
with the New York Air National Guard working 
as a Command and Control Battle Manage-
ment Operations specialist in the Northeast Air 
Defense Sector. Chief Ditro was activated on 
September 11, 2001 after the attack on the 
World Trade Center. 

In June of 2002, Chief Ditro transferred to 
the 174th Fighter Wing located at Hancock 
Field Air National Guard Base in Syracuse, 
New York. Chief Ditro was named the Finan-
cial Management Superintendent in 2003; 
under Chief Ditro’s management, the financial 
services office was named the Financial Serv-
ices Office of the Year in 2008. In June of 
2010, Chief Ditro accepted the challenge to 
become the first Operations Support Squadron 
Superintendent leading the charge to assist 
the Operations Group in all missions as the 
Chief of Intelligence. 

Chief Master Sergeant Ditro’s major awards 
and decorations include: Meritorious Service 
Medal, Air Force Commendation Medal with 2 
Devices, Air Force Achievement Medal, Meri-
torious Unit Award, Air Force Outstanding Unit 
Award, Air Force Organizational Excellence 
Award, Coast Guard Meritorious Unit Com-
mendation, Combat Readiness Medal with 2 
Devices, Navy Good Conduct Medal, Air Re-
serve Forces Meritorious Service Medal with 6 
Devices, National Defense Service Medal with 
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1 Device, Global War on Terrorism Expedi-
tionary Medal, Global War on Terrorism Serv-
ice Medal, Humanitarian Service Medal, Navy 
and Marine Corp Overseas Service Ribbon, 
Air Force Expeditionary Service Ribbon with 
Gold Border, Air Force Longevity with 5 De-
vices, Armed Forces Reserve Medal with 3 
‘‘M’’ Devices, New York Recruiting Medal, 
New York Humane Service to New York State 
Medal, New York Air National Guard Out-
standing Enlisted Leader of the Year Ribbon, 
and New York Defense of Liberty award. 

Chief Ditro has served his country honorably 
and for that he has my utmost respect. I want 
to thank him for his dedication, loyalty, and 
service to his country. I wish Chief Ditro the 
best and I hope that he enjoys his retirement 
with his wife Sandy and his two sons, Jason 
and Joshua. 

f 

CONGRATULATING LOCAL 
LEADERS IN COCHISE COUNTY 

HON. MARTHA McSALLY 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 15, 2015 

Ms. MCSALLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate local leaders in Cochise County, 
KE&G construction, and Cemex for their out-
standing work on the Palominas Flood Protec-
tion and Groundwater Recharge project. This 
project is the first-ever aquifer protection and 
recharge effort of its kind implemented at a re-
gional scale, and aims to protect flows of a 
desert river and its lush streamside habitat 
while also replenishing the water supplies of 
local residents. The Palominas project em-
bodies the values of the residents of Cochise 
County who not only want to ensure protection 
of our waterways and natural resources, but 
are looking for solutions to provide more eco-
nomic opportunity. One-size-fits-all require-
ments from Washington fail to take into ac-
count Arizona’s unique landscapes, but the 
formation of local partnerships allowed the 
community to come together to create a solu-
tion to benefit all, including the citizens, busi-
nesses, and native plants and animals. 

This project received top state and local 
honors in Arizona and was recognized inter-
nationally for offering a long-term solution to 
the recurring problem of sheet flow flooding at 
a local elementary school and the need for aq-
uifer recharge. The project includes a 17 mil-
lion gallon detention basin that holds storm 
water runoff, as well as dry wells and infiltra-
tion trenches covering 290 acres. These dry 
wells and infiltration trenches provide addi-
tional storage capacity during storms, reduce 
the loss of water through evaporation, and in-
crease the amount of water recharged into the 
nearby San Pedro River. 

Dennis Donovan, a civil engineer over-
seeing the project for Cochise County told the 
Arizona Republic that the project includes the 
large detention basin with berms to slowly 
steer the water into a wide channel before 
spilling over four foot walls that ‘‘slow down 
the storm water to where, to the best it can, 
it (sinks and) recharges.’’ The water control 
mechanisms in the basin keep storm water 
from washing through in a day leaving the 
basin dry again the next. 

The Sierra Vista Herald noted that, 
‘‘CEMEX’s Sierra Vista Plant joined forces 

with KE&G Construction to complete the 
project within a three-month time frame. Work-
ing through more than two inches of rainfall, 
these dynamic teams beat the heaviest rains 
of the summer monsoon season.’’ 

The health of the San Pedro River is impor-
tant to Fort Huachuca and the vitality of the 
surrounding community. Projects like these 
help to protect the future of the San Pedro 
River and demonstrate the commitment of the 
Army and the community to preserving their 
natural environment. 

f 

HONORING LAW ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICERS IN VIRGINIA’S 10TH 
DISTRICT 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 15, 2015 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the following law enforcement 
personnel who have recently been honored at 
the 11th Annual Law Enforcement Apprecia-
tion Dinner in my district for their invaluable 
service and commitment to our communities. I 
submit the following excerpts from a speech 
delivered by Mr. Jim Wink, who spoke at this 
event in the fall. This year’s honorees are Offi-
cer Dustin Bowers of the Mount Weather Po-
lice Department, Officer William McCann of 
the Northwestern Regional Adult Detention 
Center, Deputy Shane Jewell of the Clarke 
County Sheriff’s Office, Deputy Mackenzie 
Carter of the Winchester City Sheriff’s Office, 
Deputy Aaron Jeter of the Frederick County 
Sheriff’s Office, Laura Patten of the Berryville 
Police Department, Corporal Richie Lewis 
O’Connor of Winchester Police Department, 
Trooper Terry Hilliker of the Virginia Depart-
ment of State Police, and DEA Special Agent 
Thomas Hickey of the Northwest Virginia Re-
gional Drug Task Force. 

Officer Dustin Bowers has continually dis-
played the highest degree of competence, es-
prit de corps, and dedication to the mission 
at Mount Weather. He routinely goes above 
and beyond to perform his duties as a police 
officer, and in doing so, improves the Mount 
Weather department. Officer Bowers, with-
out hesitation, took on the responsibility of 
serving as the field training officer for new 
officers. This year, Officer Bowers was se-
lected to attend the federal law enforcement 
training center’s active shooter instructor 
course. Since completing the course, Officer 
Bowers has worked to improve the depart-
ment’s capability to respond to an active 
shooter incident. He is currently developing 
an active shooter training program for 
Mount Weather emergency operation center 
employees focused on teaching them how to 
react to shooting incidents in the work place 
and other public locations. Officer Bowers 
also, through his own initiative, researched 
and proposed new equipment that the depart-
ment purchased, which improved police offi-
cer readiness at all levels. Mount Weather 
Police Department can think of no finer offi-
cer more deserving of recognition. 

Officer William McCann is the head of the 
field training officer program, a CPR in-
structor, training officer, and constant men-
tor at the detention center in Winchester. He 
has been nominated and will be the recipient 
of two life-saving awards. In addition to 
these two critical incidents, Officer 
McCann’s impact is present on a daily basis. 
He is one of the most respected and influen-

tial staff members in the detention center 
which accounts for nearly 200 employees. Of-
ficer McCann’s wealth of knowledge comes 
from over 20 years of experience in the Mary-
land department of corrections where he 
served as a lieutenant. 

Deputy Shane Jewell joined the Clarke 
County Sheriff’s Office in 2009. He is a re-
spected instructor at the Rappahannock Re-
gional Criminal Justice Academy, where he 
teaches defensive tactics. Deputy Jewell sup-
ports the mission of this office and is the 
epitome of a team player. Deputy Jewell’s 
hard work and dedication to the Clarke 
County community is valuable. 

Deputy Mackenzie Carter joined the Win-
chester City Sheriff’s Office only a year ago; 
however, in a short time, she has displayed 
her dedication to the office and her team. 
She exerts a strong ability to assist others 
and volunteers for extra duties at the sher-
iff’s office. Deputy Carter has the willingness 
to take on difficult projects and see them to 
a successful completion, which has repeat-
edly impressed the sheriff over the past year. 
Deputy Carter has also shown that she is 
dedicated to going above and beyond in serv-
ing her community. She has participated in 
and started several community-based fund-
raising events and community service incen-
tives, such as the CCAP food drive, Evans 
Home for Children food drive, the Winchester 
Literacy Foundation summer reading pro-
gram. 

While on patrol one evening, Deputy Aaron 
Jeter, observed a speeding violator. He made 
the decision to stop the vehicle for the viola-
tion. With the assistance from other depu-
ties; Deputy Jeter was able to recover a 
large amount of heroin from under the vehi-
cle. The total amount seized from the traffic 
stop was 261 individual packets of heroin and 
over $400.00 in cash. Following this seizure, 
Deputy Jeter continued his increased effort 
to combat the local heroin epidemic, which 
plagues our community. Deputy Jeter’s work 
against the local heroin problem is truly 
noteworthy. The efforts of deputies, like 
Aaron Jeter, will help curb the amount of 
heroin related overdoses and deaths, which 
our community has recently faced. Deputy 
Jeter’s outstanding work with these cases 
makes him a worthy and deserving candidate 
for this year’s HSCBA award. 

Laura Patten serves the Berryville Police 
Department as the sole civilian employee in 
the capacity of administrative assistant. She 
began working for the department in August 
of 1989 and is looking forward to her upcom-
ing retirement in 2016. Early in her career 
she served as a crossing guard making sure 
the children of the community made their 
way safely to school and back home. In the 
office, Laura keeps the flow of communica-
tion working between the community and of-
ficers in the field. Indeed, she is the face and 
voice of the department working the front 
desk and answering the phones. It is often an 
under-appreciated function that Laura pro-
vides to the department. Berryville PD Chief 
Neal White states he is very thankful that 
she is getting the credit she truly deserves. 

Corporal Richie Lewis of Winchester re-
sponded to a violent kidnapping last year 
that involved a male holding a knife to the 
throat of a female. Lewis helped to neu-
tralize the situation with the help of his 
team. Upon seeing the officers the suspect 
became agitated, so the officers withdrew 
from the building out of fear the suspect 
would harm the female. When the suspect 
shut the hall door Cpl. Lewis reentered the 
building and snuck up to the landing on the 
third floor. While Cpl. Lewis was approach-
ing the landing, with gun drawn, the suspect 
reopened the door. Out of fear of shooting 
the female Cpl. Lewis transitioned from his 
pistol to his Taser. When the suspect gave 
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