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TRIBUTE TO YOUNG STAFF MEM-

BERS FOR THEIR CONTRIBU-
TIONS ON BEHALF OF THE PEO-
PLE OF THE 18TH CONGRES-
SIONAL DISTRICT OF TEXAS AND 
THE UNITED STATES 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 3, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as Mem-
bers of Congress we know well, perhaps bet-
ter than most, how blessed our nation is to 
have in reserve such exceptional young men 
and women who will go on to become leaders 
in their local communities, states, and the na-
tion in the areas of business, education, gov-
ernment, philanthropy, the arts and culture, 
and the military. 

We know this because we see them and 
benefit from their contributions every day. 
Many of them work for us in our offices as jun-
ior staff members, congressional fellows, or in-
terns and they do amazing work for and on 
behalf of the constituents we are privileged to 
represent. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe there is no higher 
calling than the call to serve a cause larger 
than ourselves. That is why I ran for public of-
fice. I was inspired to serve by President Ken-
nedy who said, ‘‘Ask not what your country 
can do for you, ask what you can do for your 
country,’’ and by the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. who said: ‘‘Everybody can be great 
because anybody can serve. . . . You only 
need a heart full of grace. A soul generated by 
love.’’ 

By this measure, there are several other 
great young men and women who served as 
volunteers this year in my offices. They may 
toil in obscurity but their contributions to the 
constituents we serve are deeply appreciated. 
That is why today I rise to pay tribute to six 
extraordinary young persons for their service 
to my constituents in the 18th Congressional 
District of Texas and to the American people. 
They are: Erin Wallace from Texas Tech Uni-
versity; Tyler Ford from North Carolina State 
University; Brandon Jester from Georgia 
Southern University; Benjamin Warheit from 
University of California at Santa Barbara; 
Talha Jilani from Sidwell Friends School; and 
Asad Moten from Harvard University and the 
F. Edward Hébert School of Medicine at the 
Uniformed Services University of the Health 
Sciences. 

Mr. Speaker, the energy, intelligence, and 
idealism these wonderful young people 
brought to my office and those interning in the 
offices of my colleagues help keep our democ-
racy vibrant. The insights, skills, and knowl-
edge of the governmental process they gain 
from their experiences will last a lifetime and 
prove invaluable to them as they go about 
making their mark in this world. 

Because of persons like them the future of 
our country is bright and its best days lie 
ahead. I wish them all well. 

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful that such 
thoughtful committed young men and women 
can be found working in my office, those of 
my colleagues, and in every community in 
America. Their good works will keep America 
great, good, and forever young. 

PROMOTING HEALTHY CHILDREN 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 3, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to congratu-
late Harmony Science Academy in Katy, 
Texas for winning the It’s Time Texas (ITT) 
Growing Healthy Schools campaign. 

The Growing Healthy Schools campaign 
helps organize and fundraise for projects to 
improve health and wellness in the school’s 
community. For their project, Harmony 
Science Academy chose to construct a new 
soccer field to encourage everybody to get 
outside and get moving. Of the 17 partici-
pating schools, Harmony Science was se-
lected to receive $10,000 to complete their 
project. What an incredible accomplishment 
for the entire school community. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Harmony Science Academy for promoting 
healthy living. We’re ready to get out on the 
field and play. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MISS ERICKA 
WHEELER ON HER SELECTION 
AS A RHODES SCHOLAR 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 3, 2015 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor an extraordinary 
young scholar, Miss Ericka Wheeler. Ericka is 
currently a senior at Millsap College majoring 
in English and History with plans to become a 
physician after watching her grandfather suffer 
from Alzheimer’s disease. 

Ericka wrote a thesis tracking how police 
brutality and race have been treated in fiction 
since the 1930s. She attended Greenwood 
High School for two years, followed by her 
junior and senior year at the Mississippi 
School of Math and Science in Columbus. 

Her journeys so far have taken her from 
Mississippi to Cambodia and Cuba. Her next 
stop will be England, as a Rhodes Scholar. 
She is the first African-American woman from 
Mississippi to claim the prestigious honor and 
has been chosen as one of 32 U.S. men and 
women who will enter Oxford University next 
fall for postgraduate study. Ericka, who plans 
to attend medical school later, said she will 
study medical anthropology. 

Millsap’s President Robert Pearigen said 
Wheeler’s devotion to Mississippi’s Delta re-
gion is part of what makes her special. ‘‘She 
encountered some of the greatest poverty and 
starkest racial divisions found in the developed 
world,’’ Pearigen said in a statement. ‘‘She is 
bound to the place by a sense of duty but is 
motivated to care for it by a love for its peo-
ple.’’ 

Ericka said she was inspired to become a 
physician after watching her grandfather suffer 
from Alzheimer’s disease. Since his death, 
she’s worked with other Alzheimer’s patients 
to record their life stories, producing docu-
ments for their families. 

Wheeler credited the impetus for her appli-
cation to history Professor Robert McElvaine. 

As a student of McElvaine, Wheeler traveled 
to Vietnam and Cambodia after her freshman 
year and to Cuba after her sophomore year. ‘‘I 
remember him saying the chances weren’t 
very great at all, but it would be a good proc-
ess to go through,’’ Wheeler said. ‘‘They didn’t 
want to get my hopes up.’’ 

I urge Miss Wheeler to continue to break 
barriers and strive for academic excellence. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Miss Ericka Wheeler for her 
dedication to serving others and scholastic 
achievement. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE CAREER 
AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF ISMAEL 
AHMED 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 3, 2015 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Ismael Ahmed for his extraordinary 
career in service to our community. Ish, as he 
is known by friends, family and colleagues, 
has enriched the lives of so many in our re-
gion through his tireless, collaborative efforts 
for understanding and civil rights. 

Born in 1947 in New York, Ish and his fam-
ily moved to the Detroit area when he was six. 
After graduating from Dearborn’s Fordson 
High School, he set off to explore the world, 
working as a deck hand on freighters. Eventu-
ally Ish returned to Dearborn, where he gained 
employment at the Ford Rouge plant and 
worked his way through college, first at Henry 
Ford Community College, then graduating 
from University of Michigan Dearborn. After 
his graduation, Ish became involved in his 
community, organizing workers and seeking 
justice in his community. 

In 1971, along with a dedicated group of 
volunteers and activists, Ish co-founded AC-
CESS the Arab Community Center for Eco-
nomic and Social Services in a storefront in 
Dearborn’s south end, to help assist the Arab 
immigrant population as they adapted to life in 
the U.S. In 1983, he was appointed as Execu-
tive Director of ACCESS and worked diligently 
on its programming and growth. Today, AC-
CESS is the largest Arab American human 
services nonprofit in the country, serving near-
ly 900,000 people through more than 100 pro-
grams aimed at supporting economic, health, 
social, and educational needs. For this reason 
among others, Ish is recognized as a national 
Arab American and civil rights leader com-
mitted to ending hatred and bigotry and seek-
ing justice for all Americans. 

In 2007, Governor Jennifer Granholm ap-
pointed Ish as the director of the Michigan De-
partment of Human Services, where he suc-
cessfully led the state’s second largest depart-
ment for three years. As Department of 
Human Services’ director, he served on the 
Michigan State Housing Development Author-
ity board and the Early Childhood Investment 
Corporation executive committee. In 2011, Ish 
returned to the University of Michigan Dear-
born and has served as the Senior Advisor to 
the Chancellor and Associate Provost for Met-
ropolitan Impact. In this role, Ish has built 
bridges and made major positive impacts in 
our region. 

Ish has also generously given his time and 
support to a wide array of Southeast Michigan 
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organizations further establishing him as a crit-
ical leader in a wide array of community, polit-
ical, non-profit and cultural institutions such 
as: the Community Foundation for Southeast 
Michigan, United Way, Reading Works, the 
Arab American National Museum, Eastern 
Michigan University’s Board of Regents, Arab 
American Institute, Henry Ford Hospital, De-
troit Symphony Orchestra, Association of Per-
forming Arts Presenters, University of Michi-
gan Citizens Advisory Board, Fair Food Net-
work, and the New Detroit Coalition. 

Most remarkably, Ish’s family has graciously 
shared his talents and time with our commu-
nity. He is a loving husband to his wife Mar-
garet, father to his five children, and grand-
father to two. I know in his retirement he is 
looking forward to spending more time with 
them. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today in honoring Ismael Ahmed for his life-
time of service and lasting impact on our re-
gion and country. We thank him for his leader-
ship, and wish him many years of happiness 
and success. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROGER WILLIAMS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 3, 2015 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call 
650 on final passage of S.J. Res. 24, a joint 
resolution providing for congressional dis-
approval of the EPA’s CO2 rule for existing 
power plants, I would have voted Aye, which 
is consistent with my position on this legisla-
tion. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 3, 2015 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no. 
658 I mistakenly pressed NAY when I in-
tended to vote YEA. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 3, 2015 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr. 
Speaker, on December 2, 2015, I was unable 
to vote on the Conference Report to accom-
pany S. 1177, the Every Student Succeeds 
Act (Roll Call Number 655). Had I been 
present, I would have voted Yes. 

f 

‘‘BILLIONAIRE BONANZA’’— 
WEALTH INEQUALITY IN AMERICA 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 3, 2015 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to bring my colleagues’ attention to a re-

cent report from the Institute for Policy Stud-
ies, ‘‘Billionaire Bonanza: the Forbes 400 and 
the Rest of Us.’’ 

This report exposes just how drastic wealth 
inequality in America has become. As a 
whole, America is now wealthier than it has 
ever been before. But that wealth is con-
centrated in the hands of just a few Ameri-
cans. The 20 wealthiest individual Americans 
have more wealth than the lowest 50% com-
bined—that is, 20 Americans with more wealth 
than 152 million Americans. 

The report ‘‘Billionaire Bonanza’’ found that 
the wealthiest 186 members of the Forbes 400 
own as much wealth as the entire Latino pop-
ulation in America. The wealthiest 100 house-
holds in America own about as much wealth 
as the entire African American population in 
the United States. Economic inequality is also 
racial inequality. 

Congress needs to enact common-sense 
policies to close the loopholes that have al-
lowed for this extreme wealth inequality. It is 
time to raise revenue so we can increase op-
portunities for those at the lowest rung of the 
economic ladder to climb toward the top. I 
thank Chuck Collins and Josh Hoxie, the au-
thors of this critical report, and I urge my col-
leagues to consider their proposals and to 
take action against the unsustainable con-
centration of wealth in America. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 3, 2015 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, on roll call 
no. 659, I was unavoidably detained off the 
House Floor and was unable to cast a vote. 
Had I been present, I would have voted no. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TOM COLE 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 3, 2015 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, during Roll Call 
Vote Numbers 660, 661, 663, and 664, I was 
unavoidably detained and unable to cast my 
votes. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘no’’ on Roll Call Numbers 660, 661, and 663 
and I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on roll call vote 
number 664. 

f 

RECOGNIZING HAROLD GRIFFITH 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 3, 2015 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Mr. Harold Griffith on being selected 
for induction into the Farm Credit Colorado 
Agriculture Hall of Fame. This honor is re-
served for those who have made a significant 
contribution to the agricultural industry of Colo-
rado and the United States. 

Currently, Mr. Griffith resides in Fort Morgan 
where he has been a leader in the dairy in-

dustry. He has been a pioneer by developing 
programs through the Dairy Catch It Program, 
which helps youth pursue careers in agri-
culture. Mr. Griffith clearly understands the im-
portance of giving back to his community. 

In addition, Mr. Griffith has extensive knowl-
edge of Colorado water rights. This ultimately 
led to him being asked to serve on Governor 
Ritter’s Water Task Force. Griffith has shown 
true leadership in his industry and community. 

On behalf of the 4th Congressional District 
of Colorado, I extend my best wishes as Mr. 
Griffith pursues his future endeavors. His pas-
sion and dedication to the agricultural industry 
makes him more than worthy of this distinct 
recognition. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to rec-
ognize Mr. Harold Griffith for his accomplish-
ments. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. LUTHER 
CONYERS 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 3, 2015 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and commend an out-
standing public servant and champion of edu-
cation, Mr. Luther Conyers. Mr. Conyers will 
be retiring this month after serving 37 years 
on the Bainbridge City Council in Bainbridge, 
Georgia. He was first elected to the Bain-
bridge City Council in 1977 but his passion as 
an educator began long before then. 

Mr. Conyers earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Agriculture in 1948 from Georgia 
State Industrial College, now Savannah State 
University, where he met his wife, Gwendolyn. 
Their daughters, Audrey and Luthenya, and 
their granddaughter, Leslie also attended Sa-
vannah State University so it is no wonder that 
the Conyers family was chosen as ‘‘SSU Fam-
ily of the Year’’ in 2009. Mr. and Mrs. Con-
yers, co-sponsors of the Conyers-Kirbo En-
dowed Scholarship Fund for the school, were 
inducted into the 2015 Hall of Fame at Savan-
nah State University. 

Mr. Conyers first taught in the Institutional 
On-Farm Training Program designed for World 
War II veterans before joining the U.S. Army. 
He completed basic training at Fort Jackson, 
South Carolina and advanced training at Fort 
Bliss, Texas, before deploying to Korea, where 
he served 16 months and 27 days. He earned 
three Bronze Stars as a member of the trans-
portation crew and he taught education class-
es while deployed. 

After returning home to Bainbridge in 1942, 
he served as a substitute teacher and enrolled 
at Fort Valley State College, now University. 
He was employed at Randolph County High 
School for six months, and beginning in 1954, 
he taught at Bainbridge Elementary School. 
He earned a Master’s in Education from Flor-
ida A&M University in 1961. In 1965, he trans-
ferred to Hutto High School in Bainbridge to 
teach social studies before transferring to 
Hutto Junior High School in 1970, where he 
taught eighth and ninth grade. 

Throughout his tenure of service on the 
Bainbridge City Council, Mr. Conyers has 
been a champion of education but most impor-
tantly, he has given his all to improving the 
community he serves. In recognition of his ef-
forts, in 2008, Mr. Conyers was inducted into 
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