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designated Piedmont Middle School as the
first Global-Ready School under the Board’s
Global Education Strategic Plan and 15
schools have indicated an intent to apply for
this designation in the upcoming year.

| am also proud that North Carolina is home
to the nation’s first statewide Global Schools
Network that serves to connect teachers,
school administrators, non-profit and for-profit
partners with a deep commitment to inter-
national education and 21st century student
preparation. The Network’s founding partner is
VIF International Education, based in my dis-
trict, an organization that supports the efforts
of more than 180 Global Schools in 22 dis-
tricts across the state. These schools are a
mix of urban, rural, low-wealth, affluent, mag-
net and traditional sites and each provides
school-wide access to global learning experi-
ences via international exchange programs,
global competence training for all teachers, a
school-wide global curriculum, virtual class-
room to classroom partnerships, and/or dual-
language/immersion programs. VIF’s mission
of ‘Global Education for Al serves as a ral-
lying cry for the schools statewide.

Our North Carolina universities further help
to advance global competencies at the under-
graduate and graduate level. For example, the
statewide University of North Carolina (UNC)
system hosts a myriad of global education
programs, including World View, which provide
daily proof of the positive impact of inter-
national exchange. And the Center for Inter-
national Understanding (CIU), a program of
UNC General Administration, is working to de-
velop a first-in-the-nation strategy for North
Carolina’s business, government, nonprofits
and educational institutions to strategically en-
gage globally.

Many of our state’s universities are also
using |IEW as an opportunity to inform stu-
dents about how to participate in Study
Abroad programs or other opportunities for
international learning that encourage the ex-
change of knowledge and understanding and
promote enlightened and responsible global
citizenship. The UNC system-to-system stu-
dent exchange partners currently total 32 cam-
puses in seven countries, and individual UNC
campuses offer numerous additional opportu-
nities for students to study or intern overseas.
In the 2012-2013 academic year, more than
6,300 UNC system students participated in a
study abroad program, studying in 89 known
countries, and the percentage of students par-
ticipating expected to increase in future years.
Further, there are global certificate programs
at 6 UNC campuses and most campuses are
developing strategies to enhance such offer-
ings. There are also countless faculty-to-fac-
ulty interactions that occur across nations in a
variety of ways, primarily through research.

During this International Education Week, |
rise to celebrate these and the many other
North Carolina-based organizations that are
working day-in and day-out to ensure that our
state continues to benefit from the efforts of
international education. Further, | re-state my
commitment to working this week, and every
week, to help ensure that global competence
is the norm rather than the exception for every
student.
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Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to honor
the life of Brigadier General Frederick “Fritz”
R. Payne, Jr., a Marine Corps American Fight-
er Ace, recipient of a Congressional Gold
Medal, dedicated husband to the late Dorothy
Payne, and proud father and grandfather.

General Payne led a life centered on serv-
ice, commitment, and sacrifice. In May, | was
honored to present General Payne with the
Congressional Gold Medal for his dedicated
service to the Marine Corps and status as the
oldest living American Fighter Ace, an elite
group of pilots having downed at least five
enemy aircraft in battle. Time after time, Gen-
eral Payne risked his life to preserve the free-
dom of all Americans, and time after time,
General Payne was successful in his mission.
For this, | am grateful.

In 1935, after graduating from the University
of Arizona, Fritz joined the Marine Corps in an
effort to pursue his dream of becoming a pilot.
Not only did he achieve this dream, but after
encountering fierce conflict over Guadalcanal
in the Solomon Islands Area, he also achieved
status among the most elite fighter pilots,
American Fighter Aces. Our freedom endures
because of the bravery of men and women
like General Payne.

General Payne is survived by his two sons,
Robert Payne and Dewitt Payne; daughter
Elizabeth Ann Payne; and three grandchildren.
His wife, Dorothy Payne, predeceased him in
2011.

Mr. Speaker, General Payne’s selfless serv-
ice and vast military achievements in pursuit
of the preservation of our American freedoms
and ideals deserves acknowledgement. On
behalf of all Americans, and in particular the
residents of California’s 36th Congressional
District, | would like to honor the life and mili-
tary service of Brigadier General Federick
“Fritz” R. Payne, Jr.

———
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Thursday, November 19, 2015

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Johnson-Phelps Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post #5220 of Oak Lawn, lllinois for
celebrating 80 years of existing as a commu-
nity organization. | appreciate all the hard
work the Johnson-Phelps VFW has done to
assist our nation’s brave foreign war veterans.

The VFW’s mission is, “To foster camara-
derie among United States veterans of over-
seas conflicts; to serve our veterans, the mili-
tary and our communities; [and] to advocate
on behalf of all veterans.” The Johnson-
Phelps VFW Post has excelled at fulfilling this
mission by honoring the sacrifices of our vet-
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erans and admirably serving our community.
The Johnson-Phelps Post was formed in 1945
by a group of veterans returning from the Sec-
ond World War. The Post was named for Mr.
Raymond Johnson and Mr. Leslie Phelps,
both killed in action during WWII. The newly
formed Post chose Mr. Johnson’s and Mr.
Phelps’ names from a hat that included the
names of all 23 men from the Oak Lawn area
that were killed in the war. The current Post
building was completed in 1951, built in large
part by the Post's own members. The John-
son-Phelps Post later merged with six other
posts in the Southwest Chicagoland area, the
oldest of which was chartered in 1935.

The Post's achievement and dedication to
service is made possible today by Com-
mander Richard Bukowski, Sr. Vice Com-
mander Thomas Krone, and Jr. Vice Com-
mander Bryant Reed. Their dedication to serv-
ing the community is shown through programs
such as the well-known Voice of Democracy &
Patriots Pen Scholarship Competitions. They
also provide for the public by hosting and
sponsoring important local events in our com-
munity.

Throughout the United States, and in the
Third District of lllinois, the VFW has worked
tirelessly to improve our communities and sup-
port the needs of our war veterans. The VFW
has repeatedly advocated for better medical
care and benefits for veterans, and has been
instrumental in the funding efforts for our na-
tion’s war memorials.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the Johnson-Phelps VFW Post
#5220 of Oak Lawn, lllinois for this significant
achievement. The members of the VFW have
done a tremendous job serving and rep-
resenting the third district of lllinois and | wish
them all the best.

IN RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL
FAMILY CAREGIVERS MONTH

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 19, 2015

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise in rec-
ognition of November as National Family
Caregivers Month, and to honor family care-
givers in the Ninth Congressional District of
Massachusetts and across the country.

Every day, millions of Americans dedicate
their time, energy, and resources to care for
their loved ones. In the last year, it is esti-
mated that over 43 million adults—parents,
children, siblings, spouses, friends, and neigh-
bors—have provided unpaid care to an adult
or child in need.

The tireless and selfless devotion of care-
givers allows millions of Americans to live a
full—and fulfilling—life. Many caregivers bal-
ance full-time careers and the many daily de-
mands of modern life. Family caregivers pro-
vide an estimated $450 billion in care and im-
measurable support every year. Studies show
that this not only provides health benefits and
increases the life expectancy of those cared
for, but can also increase the life expectancy
for the caregivers by an average of nine
months. As the number of older Americans
rises, so too, will the number of caregivers. It
is critical that legislators, regulators, and the
general public unite to provide them with the
resources—and respect—they deserve.
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As we take time this month to acknowledge
the exceptional efforts of caregivers, | would
like to make special note of the many organi-
zations that advocate, develop best practice
programs, and provide resources for millions
of caregivers around the nation, including
many in Massachusetts. The ARC of Greater
Plymouth County, Friends Or Relatives With
Autism and Related Disabilities (FORWARD),
Alzheimer's Family Support Center of Cape
Cod, Coastline Elderly, and Old Colony Elder
Services are but a few of the instrumental or-
ganizations assisting caregivers in the Com-
monwealth.

Mr. Speaker, during National Family Care-
givers Month, | urge my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the dedication of caregivers and
to pledge our continued support for their self-
less efforts.

———
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HON. JOHN LEWIS
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Mr. LEWIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay trib-
ute to Captain Rhonda Powell, a daughter of
Metro Atlanta, for her extraordinary service to
the nation while serving in the United States
Army for the past 23 years.

Since the beginning of her career, Captain
Powell exhibited a steadfast commitment and
dedication to serving her country. A graduate
of the University of Memphis and George
Washington University, Captain Powell has
been stationed in Fort Gillem, Fort Bragg, and
is currently a congressional legislative liaison
to the Office of the Chief, Army Reserve for
the U.S. Department of Defense at the Pen-
tagon.

While deployed in Doha, Qatar from 2006—
2007, Captain Powell served as the detach-
ment commander of the 312th Adjutant Gen-
eral Company in direct support of Operation
Iragi Freedom to Camp As Sayliyah. Captain
Powell exhibited strong operational planning
and intelligence analysis, and assumed duties
as the officer in charge (OIC) of the Quick Re-
action Force element on Camp As Sayliyah.
She not only supported the health, welfare,
morale, and development of her assigned sol-
diers, but also led her team in rapid responses
to threats and other developments on or near
the base.

In her current role interfacing with the U.S.
Congress, Captain Powell used her experi-
ence in military relations to establish the Sol-
diers and Leaders United Through Engage-
ments (SALUTE) Program. This unique and
timely initiative helps connect Members of
Congress with issues and experiences facing
American soldiers.

Upon her retirement next month, Captain
Powell plans to return to her roots in Atlanta,
where her parents still reside near Howell Mill
Road, and to begin a new chapter of her life.
Mr. Speaker, | join others in congratulating
and thanking Captain Powell, for her service,
perseverance, hard work, and contributions to
our nation. | and the other residents of Geor-
gia’s 5th Congressional District are happy and
proud to welcome her home.
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, as the first registered nurse
elected to the U.S. Congress, | would like to
take a moment to congratulate a remarkable
woman for her remarkable devotion to the
nursing community, as well as wish her a safe
and happy 90th birthday.

Dr. Billye Brown graduated from nursing
school at Arkansas Baptist Hospital in Little
Rock and received a Bachelor's degree in
Nursing Education from the University of
Texas’ Medical Branch School of Nursing at
Galveston, Texas. She earned her Master's
degree in Nursing Education from St. Louis
University and a Doctor of Education degree
from Baylor University in Waco, Texas.

Internationally recognized as a leader in
education and administration, Dr. Billye J.
Brown has been at the forefront of nursing for
more than 30 years through her achievements
as both professor and dean at the University
of Texas at Austin School of Nursing, and as
a prominent leader in nursing’s most distin-
guished professional organizations.

In 2013, the American Nurses Credentialing
Center, a subsidiary of the American Nurses
Association, awarded Billye its prestigious
President’s Award to honor her lifetime con-
tributions to the nursing profession, including
her support of original research in the 1980s
that led to the establishment of ANCC’s Mag-
net Recognition Program.

During her years at The University of Texas
at Austin, Billye was dean and professor of the
School of Nursing for 17 years. Billye’s vision-
ary approach to teaching and administration
led to her appointment as the LaQuinta Motor
Inns Centennial Professor in 1983 and her in-
duction into the Hall of Fame at the University
of Texas’ School of Nursing at Galveston in
1992.

Her numerous professional awards and hon-
ors include being named Nurse of the Year by
the Texas Nurses’ Association; her selection
as one of the Most Influential Women in Edu-
cation by the Austin American Statesman; and
resolutions passed by the State of Texas Sen-
ate and House of Representatives acknowl-
edging her contributions to nursing.

At the national and international level, Billye
is widely respected for her service as past
president of both the American Association of
Colleges of Nursing and Sigma Theta Tau
International (STTI). As chairman of the fund-
raising task force for STTI, Billye led a suc-
cessful multi-year campaign that produced
more than $7 million in planned gifts. She was
honored by the AACN with the Sister Berna-
dette Armiger Award.

In 1999, STTI selected Billye for the Mary
Tolle Wright Award for Excellence in Leader-
ship and announced the formation of the Billye
Brown Society to pay homage to her dedica-
tion to planned giving efforts that contribute to
the advancement of scholarly nursing. She
was recognized with the Nell J. Watts Lifetime
Achievement in Nursing Award at the 2007
STTI Biennial Convention. Billye was recog-
nized as the 2010 American Academy of
Nursing Living Legend, and in 2011 she was
selected to receive the prestigious National
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League for Nursing President’'s Award for an
Enduring Legacy in Nursing Education.

Mr. Speaker, the only list more longer and
more plentiful than the list of Billye’s profes-
sional achievements is the list of people
whose lives she has touched. She dedicated
her life to nursing because it is a profession
on the forefront of patient care, human inter-
action, and practiced compassion. Her work is
selfless, but she is so humble, she would
never even say that. Her life is for others, but
today is for her. May the RECORD recognize
Dr. Billye Brown’s historic career and mile-
stone birthday.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL
DIABETES MONTH
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Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize National Diabetes Month, during
which we reflect on the importance of under-
standing, treating, and caring for this serious
condition.

The diabetes endemic is a present and
growing threat in today’s society. Close to 30
million Americans have diabetes, while an-
other 86 million are pre-diabetic. According to
the Centers for Disease Control, if current
trends continue, 1 in 3 Americans will have di-
abetes by 2050.

The economic burden of diabetes, pre-dia-
betes and the largely preventable chronic dis-
eases resulting from diabetes costs the United
States approximately $245 billion. Many of
these costs are associated with diabetes-re-
lated complications, including kidney failure,
blindness, and amputations. Diabetes is also a
major cause of heart disease and stroke.

To address this problem, it is critical that we
make investments in diabetes prevention,
care, and treatment. In my district and
throughout the Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts, citizens are benefiting from the excep-
tional efforts of the Juvenile Diabetes Re-
search Foundation and the New England Of-
fice of the American Diabetes Association.
These organizations are dedicated to raising
awareness, providing support to patients and
families, and funding promising diabetes re-
search. Both of these organizations are also
extraordinary advocates on behalf of families
and individuals living with diabetes.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in honoring November as National Diabe-
tes Month and in supporting diabetes research
and care.

———

AMERICAN LEGION POST 117
VETERANS DAY CEREMONY

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 19, 2015

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
submit a Veterans Day speech written and de-
livered by Mr. Don Hirst to American Legion
Post 117 on Veterans Day 2015.
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