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Mr. Speaker, | applaud all American vet-
erans, and particularly Leo Bates and extend
my deepest appreciation to them for their
years of service to our great country.

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF MRS.
JUDITH DAVIS WHITACRE

HON. SUZAN K. DeIBENE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2015

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the life of my aunt, Mrs. Judith Davis
Whitacre.

Judy was born on today’s date in 1936 in
Cleveland, Ohio—the third daughter of Ruth
and Powell Davis. She passed away on
Thursday, October 29.

She was a loving mother, grandmother, and
wife, and she constantly placed people at the
top of her priority list.

Through her life, she was a Head Start vol-
unteer teacher, Northwest Opportunity Center
volunteer driver, Dryden School PTA volunteer
tutor, Cub Scout Den Leader & coordinator for
Pack 129, and volunteer at the homeless shel-
ter PADs.

She also gladly helped out at church.
Whether as church school teacher, couples
group presidents with Jock, Elder, kitchen co-
ordinator, or hand bell choir member, Judy
was always willing to spend her time serving
others.

She enjoyed sailing, crafts, and traveling,
but most of all she loved people. Judy will be
remembered for putting others before herself
and as a committed volunteer whose dedica-
tion has touched so many in her community.
My heart goes out to Jock, Harold, and
Tammy, Gregory and Kathleen, and their kids.

———

RECOGNIZING PATRICIA “PATTY”
GARBARINO AS BUSINESSWOMAN
OF THE YEAR

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2015

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Patricia “Patty” Garbarino, who
was chosen by the San Rafael Chamber of
Commerce as the Women of Industry Busi-
ness Leader for 2015. As President of the
Marin ~ Sanitary = Service  (MSS), Ms.
Garbarino’s business acumen, institutional
knowledge, and commitment to conservation
have impacted tens of thousands of lives in
Marin County.

Ms. Garbarino has been a role model for
women in our community, successfully running
her family business in a traditionally male-
dominated industry. Founded in 1948, MSS
today employs three generations of
Garbarinos, and serves more than 30,000 res-
idential and commercial clients in San Rafael
and surrounding areas. Along with their
curbside service, the company accepts and
processes hazardous and non-hazardous ma-
terials on-site, and has been an industry lead-
er for recycling programs nationwide. Today,
MSS recycles nearly three-quarters of the
waste it collects, in large part due to Ms.
Garbarino’s oversight.
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Ms. Garbarino’s savvy leadership and envi-
ronmental stewardship have made a lasting
impact in Marin County. Not only does she
manage MSS with intelligence and integrity,
but she continues to be an active and valued
member of our community. Ms. Garbarino has
served on the Marin County Planning Com-
mission, Marin County Office of Education
Board, and Marin Conservation League board,
among others, and continues to exemplify citi-
zenship and compassion with her dedication
to our community.

Mr. Speaker, Patty Garbarino’s impressive
accomplishments and leadership have left a
lasting impact in San Rafael and beyond. |
urge my colleagues to join me in extending
our congratulations to her on this recognition.

——
RECOGNIZING MS. ELIZABETH
HUCKABONE FOR HER OUT-

STANDING COMMITMENT TO THE
BUFFALO COMMUNITY

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2015

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | stand before
you today to recognize and honor Ms. Eliza-
beth Huckabone on her retirement after serv-
ing 39 years as President and Chief Executive
Officer of Belmont Housing Resources of
Western New York. Ms. Huckabone dedicated
her career to improving the lives of those less
fortunate in her community.

Her strong commitment to ensuring access
to affordable housing in the city of Buffalo as
well as Erie County led to her role as one of
the co-founders of Belmont Housing Re-
sources of Western New York. Since 1977,
Belmont has offered more than one hundred
thousand low-income households critical rental
assistance. Under Ms. Huckabone’s leader-
ship, Belmont has expanded its services over
the decades to include management and de-
velopment of affordable rental housing prop-
erties, as well as counsel on tenants’ rights,
homeownership, and mortgage default mitiga-
tion.

A graduate of the State University of New
York College at Buffalo, Ms. Huckabone was
previously a director of the Erie County Fair
Housing Partnership, National Leased Housing
Association and the EImwood Franklin School.
Ms. Huckabone’s dedication and determination
has been recognized as a recipient of the Na-
tional Association of Home Builders Property
Manager Merit Award and the National Con-
ference for Community and Justice Award.
Most recently and deservedly so, this tireless
champion of fair housing was awarded the
2015 LISC Buffalo Community Builder Award
in recognition of her remarkable career.

| am pleased to add my congratulations on
her retirement and deep appreciation for her
significant contributions as family, friends and
colleagues gather together on November 23 to
honor Elizabeth Huckabone’s visionary leader-
ship. It is anticipated that in her unassuming
way, she will acknowledge Belmont’'s dedi-
cated and talented staff, its inclusive culture,
and the many community collaborations forged
in order to increase the agency’s impact on
behalf of the people it serves. But for all who
know her, admire her and will miss her, we
simply say thank you for all you have done to
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help those in need to find a place to call
home.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a
few moments to recognize Ms. Elizabeth
Huckabone. | ask that my colleagues join me
in congratulating Ms. Huckabone for her self-
less commitment to public service. Her desire
to build a better future for Buffalo has uplifted
countless families in need and underscores
the compassion held deeply by Western New
Yorkers.

————

HONORING PASTOR LARRY
THOMPSON

HON. LOIS FRANKEL

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2015

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to congratulate Pastor Larry Thomp-
son for his 21 years of excellence as the pas-
tor of the First Baptist Church of Fort Lauder-
dale and his dedication to his community.

Pastor Thompson is the longest serving
pastor at the First Baptist Church, and his
commitment to his congregation and commu-
nity is commendable. The congregation of the
First Baptist Church has become more diverse
during his tenure, which is a lasting legacy for
the community. He has inspired people around
the world by broadcasting his services online.
His sermons have been viewed in more than
90 countries and are translated into Creole,
Spanish, Portuguese, and Romanian.

In honor of his retirement and years of serv-
ice to his community, | am pleased to recog-
nize Pastor Thompson and wish him the best
in his future endeavors.

HONORING AURORA CHIEF OF PO-
LICE GREGORY THOMAS UPON
HIS RETIREMENT

HON. BILL FOSTER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2015

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Chief Gregory Thomas of the Aurora
Police Department. With a long and illustrious
career serving the citizens of Aurora and the
community, starting as a cadet in 1978 and
culminating in Chief of Police in 2008, Chief
Thomas has distinguished himself as a valu-
able and dedicated member of the Aurora
community.

Chief Thomas has had a prestigious and
long career, having worked in the Patrol Divi-
sion, Criminal Investigation Division, and Ad-
ministrative Services Division of the Aurora
Police Department. Chief Thomas was as-
signed to the Field Training Program, Special
Response Team, Employee Review Board,
and Investigative Deadly Force Team.

As Chief of Police, Chief Thomas presided
over a vast reduction in crime throughout the
city and was always available to discuss mat-
ters with the community. Over the course of
his career, Chief Thomas has received numer-
ous awards including the Kendall County
Medal of Valor, the Exchange Club of Aurora
Police Officer of the Year, and has been nomi-
nated as the Kane County Officer of the Year.
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Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Chief Gregory Thomas’'s exem-
plary service to the people of Aurora and con-
gratulating him on a prominent career.

————

NATIONAL RECOGNITION FOR ME-
MORIAL HERMANN KATY HOS-
PITAL

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Memorial Hermann Katy Hospital
in Katy, Texas for earning national recognition
for its excellent surgical patient care.

Memorial Hermann Katy was one of three
Texas hospitals and one of 52 hospitals na-
tionwide to earn meritorious rankings from the
American College of Surgeons National Sur-
gical Quality Improvement Program (ACS
NSQIP). Hospitals across the country are as-
sessed based on how well they protect and
care for surgical patients. This ranking reflects
their commitment to practicing high-quality
care, patient safety, and surgical care im-
provements. Memorial Hermann Katy provides
its community with peace of mind should a
medical emergency arise.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Memorial Hermann Katy. Thank you for put-
ting patient safety above all else.

———

CONGRATULATING MR. PATRICK
WHALEN FOR HIS DEDICATION
TO THE BUFFALO NIAGARA MED-
ICAL CAMPUS AND WESTERN
NEW YORK

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2015

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | stand before
you today to recognize and honor Mr. Patrick
Whalen as he steps down as the Chief Oper-
ating Officer of the Buffalo Niagara Medical
Campus. A driving force in Buffalo’s trans-
formation, Mr. Whalen has helped ignite the
renaissance underway in Western New York.

Mr. Whalen has played a crucial role in the
development of the Buffalo Niagara Medical
Campus since 2008. As COO, Mr. Whalen
demonstrated a true collaborative spirit in
partnering with top medical, clinical, and re-
search institutions and with the Fruit Belt and
Allentown neighborhoods, the City of Buffalo
and Erie County to establish world-class
healthcare facilities. His leadership and organi-
zational abilities most recently included his
role as Conference Chair at the 2015
MedTech Association conference held in Buf-
falo.

Mr. Whalen has traveled throughout the
world to deliver remarks and share his vision
at professional conferences and talks. His ex-
pertise is especially welcomed by our partners
to the north, where Mr. Whalen was a found-
ing member of the Canadian/American Border
Trade Alliance and his efforts were recognized
with the Canadian Consulate Ambassador
Award. Mr. Whalen’s deep understanding of
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the value of a strong partnership with Canada
came from decades of private sector experi-
ence and entrepreneurship including the
founding of Fulfilment Systems International.
As President and CEO, he pioneered the con-
cept of consolidated cross-border shipping that
transformed the international distribution in-
dustry.

Mr. Whalen’s commitment to Western New
York goes well beyond his contributions to the
Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus and his pro-
ductive relationship with Canada. Mr. Whalen
consistently demonstrates his passion for
serving the community through humanitarian
organizations and service. He previously sat
on the Board of Directors of the Greater Buf-
falo Chapter of the American Red Cross and
the Rotary Club of Buffalo. In recognition of
his dedicated service, Mr. Whalen was pre-
sented with the University at Buffalo School of
Management Community Service Award.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a
few moments to recognize Mr. Patrick Whalen
as his family, friends and colleagues will gath-
er on November 18 in appreciation for all he
has accomplished and to wish him continued
success in future endeavors. | ask that my col-
leagues join me in congratulating Mr. Whalen
for his energetic passion, his grassroots and
international perspective and his innovative
contributions to his city and his country. His
dedication to the growth and revitalization of
Western New York community continue to
heighten Buffalo’s reputation and improve the
health and well-being of all.

—————

CELEBRATING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF BROWNSVILLE COFFEE
SHOP #2

HON. FILEMON VELA

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2015

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize Ms. Jovita Chase as she celebrates
the 40th anniversary of her restaurant,
Brownsville Coffee Shop #2.

For four decades, Jovita has dedicated her
life to serving residents of Brownsville, Texas
delicious, well-priced meals. Her restaurant,
which features food that is made from scratch,
is a favorite of the Brownsville Police Depart-
ment, the Cameron County Sheriff's Office,
teachers, local elected officials and those
seeking a hearty meal in a comfortable,
homey environment. The restaurant’s special-
ties include homemade flour tortillas and
gorditas.

Brownsville Coffee Shop #2 was established
in 1964 by Jovita’'s mother, Rafaela Alviar,
who opened several coffee shops in down-
town Brownsville. After Rafaela passed away,
Jovita and her brother, Andres, took over
management of these local institutions. Andres
continues to run Brownsville Coffee Shop #1,
which has been in business for 42 years.

In addition to providing a gathering place for
the community, Jovita supports higher edu-
cation by awarding scholarship funds to local
students in honor of her mother. She also
gives back by hosting a monthly meal for the
Good Neighbor Settlement House, and she
not only provides her employees with a pay-
check but also helps them develop a strong
work ethic and leadership skills.
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Our community benefits greatly from institu-
tions like the Brownsville Coffee Shop #2.
Jovita Chase and her restaurant have had a
lasting, positive impact on South Texas, and |
rise today to share my congratulations along
with those of her customers and employees.

SAL QUARTARARO
HON. LEE M. ZELDIN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2015

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the service of Sal Quartararo.

On December 7, 1941, Salvatore (Sal)
Quartararo, and his three brothers and two
sisters, the children of Anna and Peter who
immigrated to the U.S. from ltaly in the 1890s,
sat in their lower east side Manhattan apart-
ment as President Roosevelt's fateful words
came over the radio. The Japanese had at-
tacked Pearl Harbor, and for Sal and his fam-
ily, life was about to change. One by one, Sal
and his brothers; Ignatius, Liborio (Larry), and
Philip (Phil) entered military service; his broth-
ers in the Army and Army Air Corps, and Sal
in the Navy.

The brothers ensured their family was well
represented in this two front war. Ignatius
served in the infantry as a Private Tech Five
stationed in ltaly, Larry in the Army Air Corps
as an aerial photographer in the Pacific, Phil
a Sergeant and cook in the Army and at sea,
Sal served on board the USS Sioux, an Auxil-
iary Tug (ATF-75) as a Radio Man Second
Class. During his time in the South Pacific, Sal
saw action in both Okinawa and Iwo Jima.

With four sons now serving overseas, their
father Peter proudly displayed four American
flags on the checker cab he drove in Manhat-
tan. Fortunately, through God's grace, Igna-
tius, Larry, Phil, and Sal would all return home
safely. They each married, led productive
lives, raised wonderful families and like most,
moved to the suburbs—Sal and his family re-
located to Elmont, and later Kings Park, Long
Island.

Now, 64 years later, we recognize Sal
Quartararo and his three brothers, Ignatius,
Larry and Phil for serving honorably and con-
currently during World War Il. The brothers’
dedication and bravery during their service,
work ethic and family values they dem-
onstrated upon their return home are a tribute
to the “Greatest Generation”.

——————

HONORING REV. DR. JEFFERY R.
WHEELER

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2015

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize a spiritual leader in the Mount
Vernon community, Reverend Dr. Jeffery R.
Wheeler, who has led, as Pastor the Mt. Cal-
vary Methodist Episcopal Church congregation
in Mount Vernon, NY with great distinction and
integrity.

Originally born and raised in Mount Vernon,
Reverend Wheeler received his license to the
ministry in 1998 and was ordained in 1999 at
the Hunter Hills First Baptist Church in Atlanta,
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