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are proof that the dedicated men and women 
of the Wichita Falls Rotary Club can make a 
difference. 

Serving others is one of the highest callings 
for any of us. For 100 years the Rotary Club 
of Wichita Falls has been serving and contrib-
uting in important ways. They deserve our 
congratulations and our appreciation as they 
move to their next 100 years of service. 

f 

THE 25TH PASTORAL ANNIVER-
SARY OF REVEREND ANTHONY 
L. TRUFANT 

HON. HAKEEM S. JEFFRIES 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 16, 2015 

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
celebration of the 25th pastoral anniversary of 
Reverend Anthony L. Trufant, senior pastor of 
Emmanuel Baptist Church. During his tenure, 
Pastor Trufant has overseen the church’s ex-
ponential growth, community engagement, and 
raised its profile as one of the most innovative 
churches in the country. In recognition of his 
pastoral anniversary and invaluable service to 
our community Reverend Trufant was honored 
on November 13, 2015 at the Liberty Ware-
house in Brooklyn, NY. 

Rev. Trufant became the Pastor of Emman-
uel Baptist Church in Brooklyn’s Clinton Hill 
neighborhood in 1990. Under his leadership 
the ministry stretches from New York to New 
Orleans, from Haiti’s hovels to the townships 
of South Africa. Rev. Trufant has not only 
worked to improve the quality of life for our 
communities in Brooklyn but has partnered 
with Global Faith Works in Johannesburg, Pre-
toria and Cape Town. Emmanuel Baptist 
Church hosts their annual Mission of Thanks 
to South Africa where they support women en-
trepreneurs and Thaba Primary, a school for 
the local youth. These programs have helped 
countless individuals over the past 25 years 
and continue to aid people today. 

Reverend Trufant was raised in Chicago, Illi-
nois and earned a Bachelor of Arts from More-
house and a Master of Divinity from Colgate 
Rochester. Rev. Trufant was licensed to 
preach in July 1981 and ordained in May 1988 
by the Third Baptist Church in San Francisco, 
California. Rev. Trufant has also received a di-
ploma in pastoral counseling from the Post 
Graduate Center for Mental Health and has 
completed coursework towards a Doctor of 
Ministry at Hebrew Union College. 

Pastor Trufant is married to Muriel Lynette 
Goode Trufant, Esq. and is the father of two 
wonderful daughters, Sharise Emmanuelle and 
Toni Niara. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other 
distinguished colleagues join me in celebrating 
Reverend Anthony L. Trufant on his 25th Pas-
toral Anniversary. For his commitment to the 
people of Brooklyn and his service to the least 
of those among us, he is worthy of the highest 
praise. 

RECOGNIZING NDI NEW MEXICO 
FOR ITS WORK EDUCATING NEW 
MEXICO’S CHILDREN 

HON. BEN RAY LUJÁN 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 16, 2015 

Mr. BEN RAY LUJÁN of New Mexico. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize NDI New 
Mexico as a leader in excellent educational 
programming in the performing arts for New 
Mexico’s children. 

NDI New Mexico was founded in 1994 in 
Santa Fe. Over the last twenty years, NDI 
New Mexico has grown from serving 100 chil-
dren in one school to reaching almost 10,000 
children through in-school, after-school, sum-
mer, and advanced training classes in commu-
nities across the state. NDI New Mexico’s mis-
sion is to provide inspirational programming in 
the arts that have a unique power to engage 
and motivate children. These programs have 
lasting effects on developing positive self-es-
teem and motivating students to learn inside 
and outside of the classroom. A recent long- 
term analysis of NDI’s programming shows 
that students have on average a 1.0 higher 
GPA and higher standardized test score re-
sults than their non-participating peers. These 
results show the incredible impact that NDI 
has on its students’ educational successes. 

After-school and outreach programs are an 
important part of kids’ educational opportuni-
ties. NDI’s program gives students lessons in 
artistic expression, self-esteem, a strong work 
ethic, and a commitment to health and fitness. 
With over 90 programs in 34 communities 
across New Mexico, NDI works to improve 
educational outcomes and bridge opportunity 
gaps for New Mexico’s students through the 
performing arts. 

The strengths and impacts of NDI on New 
Mexico’s children has been recognized 
throughout our communities, as it has been 
awarded Albuquerque Business First’s Non 
Profit of the Year award in the Arts, Culture 
and Humanities category and Russell Baker, 
its Executive Director, was named Top CEO in 
the Non-Profit category. These awards cele-
brate NDI’s outstanding, distinctive programs 
that aim to help children develop discipline, a 
standard of excellence, and a belief in them-
selves that will carry over into all aspects of 
their lives. 

Once again, I congratulate NDI New Mexico 
for its quality educational programming, and 
thank the entire team for its exceptional work 
for New Mexico’s children. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NORTHWEST INDI-
ANA’S NEWLY NATURALIZED 
CITIZENS 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 16, 2015 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure and sincerity that I take this 
time to congratulate thirty individuals who took 
their oath of citizenship on Friday, November 
13, 2015. This memorable occasion, presided 
over by Magistrate Judge Paul R. Cherry, was 
held at the United States Courthouse and 
Federal Building in Hammond, Indiana. 

America is a country founded by immi-
grants. From its beginning, settlers have come 
from countries around the world to the United 
States in search of better lives for their fami-
lies. Oath ceremonies are a shining example 
of what is so great about the United States of 
America—that people from all over the world 
can come together and unite as members of 
a free, democratic nation. These individuals 
realize that nowhere else in the world offers a 
better opportunity for success than here in 
America. 

On November 13, 2015, the following peo-
ple, representing many nations throughout the 
world, took their oaths of citizenship in Ham-
mond, Indiana: Lenka Krstevska, Bertha 
Esthela Corral, David Tugba Tom, Raul 
Alonso Moreno Gonzalez, David Alarcon Her-
nandez, Yulia Yurevna Abair, Serena Taisir 
Ibrahim, Donna Ruth Ajayi, Hayet Adjerid, 
Celestino Olivares Manzo, Mijoon Lee, Thuy 
Thi Hong Le, Ezekiel Attah, Catherine Marjorie 
Charles, Francisco Alonso, Astrid Mariela Ar-
nold, Chao Jung Chou, Maria Rosario Franco, 
Nancy Fuentes, Mayra Nancy Martinez, Jeff 
Nguefack Mbeleke, Maria Clemencia Mireles, 
Duncan Kanyi Nganga, Agnes Hop Nguyen, 
Veronica Giovana Perez, Mario Renteria, 
Oscar Martinez Ruiz, Yareli Sandoval, Perla 
Villanueva, and Dilcia Victoria Young. 

Although each individual has sought to be-
come a citizen of the United States for his or 
her own reasons, be it for education, occupa-
tion, or to offer their loved ones better lives, 
each is inspired by the fact that the United 
States of America is, as Abraham Lincoln de-
scribed it, a country ‘‘. . . of the people, by the 
people, and for the people.’’ They realize that 
the United States is truly a free nation. By 
seeking American citizenship, they have made 
the decision that they want to live in a place 
where, as guaranteed by the First Amendment 
of the Constitution, they can practice religion 
as they choose, speak their minds without fear 
of punishment, and assemble in peaceful pro-
test should they choose to do so. 

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask you and my 
other distinguished colleagues to join me in 
congratulating these individuals who became 
citizens of the United States of America on 
November 13, 2015. They, too, are American 
citizens, and they, too, are guaranteed the in-
alienable rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness. We, as a free and democratic 
nation, congratulate them and welcome them. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE DALLAS 
TEXANS U–14 

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 16, 2015 

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the Dallas Texans U–14 on 
their success in World Youth Cup of 2015. 

The United States sent 43 teams to com-
pete at this year’s Gothia Cup, the world’s 
largest and most international youth football 
tournament. The Gothia Cup prides itself on 
its participants’ diversity and understands foot-
ball as a global, unifying force. The Dallas 
Texans U–14 team, one of 215 teams com-
peting in the U–14 boy’s age group, was the 
only winner from the United States this year. 
In the final play off, the Dallas Texans won 3– 
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0. There were 38 countries represented in the 
U–14 age bracket. 

The Dallas Texans won 9 games over the 
course of 6 days. The boys on the Dallas Tex-
ans U–14 team were Logan Brown, Triston 
Edgington, Evan Hu, Anthony Perea, Seth 
Weprin, Omar Thompson Jr., Donovan 
Praslin, Arthur Ramirez, Tristan Robles, Noah 
Adames, Matthew Santos, Caleb Young, 
Benedict Lube, Cade York, Jorge Amaya-Gon-
zalez, Andrew Moore, and Joseph McGee. 
They are represented by their coach Hassan 
Nazari. 

When the Gothia Cup started in 1975, it in-
cluded 275 teams from 5 nations. In 2015, it 
attracted 1,754 teams from 74 nations. Over-
all, the Cup hosted 40,200 players. The 
Gothia cup has a long, rich history that con-
tinues to expand as more countries send 
young, active players. 

f 

PADGETT STRATEMANN & CO.’S 
70TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. LAMAR SMITH 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 16, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, this year 
marks the 70th anniversary of Padgett 
Stratemann & Co., a newly selected Texas 
Treasure Business Award recipient. Run by 
the Texas Historical Commission, the Texas 
Treasure Business Award Program pays trib-
ute to the state’s well-established businesses 
and their historical contributions to the state’s 
economic growth and prosperity. 

Founded in 1945 by Sidney Padgett, 
Padgett Stratemann & Co. focuses on ac-
counting and business advisory services. It 
has been a thriving member of the Central 
and South Texas business community. With 
over 200 employees in San Antonio, Austin, 
and Houston, the company is committed to the 
communities through financial and in-kind sup-
port of numerous non-profit organizations. By 
displaying professionalism, service, and qual-
ity, Padgett Stratemann & Co. exemplifies 
what it means to be an award-winning Texas- 
based business enterprise. 

f 

HONORING NESHANNOCK 
VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY 

HON. MIKE KELLY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 16, 2015 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, 
today, I congratulate the Neshannock Town-
ship Volunteer Fire Company on 75 years of 
faithful service to their community. Since 1940, 
the Neshannock Township Volunteer Fire 
Company has provided fire protection, emer-
gency medical response, and technical rescue 
services to the nearly 10,000 citizens of 
Neshannock Township, as well as the sur-
rounding communities of Lawrence County, 
Pennsylvania. The fire company, made up en-
tirely of volunteers, responds to around 400 in-
cidents per year, including structure fires, car 
accidents, medical emergencies, and haz-
ardous material incidents. The volunteer re-
sponders complete at least 70 hours of train-

ing each year, with many members under-
taking more than 100 hours of training annu-
ally. 

I commend these volunteer responders for 
donating their time and efforts, especially for 
selflessly putting themselves in harm’s way to 
keep their friends and neighbors safe. Com-
munities across America rely on the gen-
erosity and courage of men and women like 
volunteer firefighters to maintain the safety 
and security of their farms, neighborhoods, 
towns, and villages. I congratulate the 
Neshannock Township Volunteer Fire Com-
pany for reaching this significant milestone 
and I wish them many more successful years 
of service. 

f 

IN CELEBRATION OF ANN WEST 
ON HER YEARS OF SERVICE TO 
PINKERTON ACADEMY 

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 16, 2015 

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the many contributions Ann West 
has made to Pinkerton Academy and their 
performing arts program over the past 56 
years. Ann is directing her last play with the 
Pinkerton Players on November 15, 2015 and 
I am pleased to join with Pinkerton Academy 
and the Stockbridge Theatre in recognizing 
the many contributions she has made to both 
the school and performing arts in her commu-
nity. 

Ann founded the Pinkerton Players, Pin-
kerton Academy’s own performing arts group 
in 1988. Since that time she has directed doz-
ens of plays and musicals such as Our Town, 
The Pink Panther and A Christmas Carol to 
name just a few. She was also instrumental in 
building both of the school’s auditoriums—the 
Shephard Auditorium in 1963 and the Stock-
bridge Theatre that was built to replace the 
auditorium in 2002. 

In addition to her time with the Pinkerton 
Players, Ann has served as an educator in 
many subjects at Pinkerton Academy, and 
heading up the English department at the 
school. She is a past president and active 
member of the board for the New Hampshire 
Council for Teachers of English, and an Exec-
utive Board Member for the New England As-
sociation of Teachers of English. 

I am proud to join with my fellow Granite 
Staters in recognizing the many contributions 
Ann West has made to both Pinkerton Acad-
emy and her community over the last 56 
years, and I wish her the best in all future en-
deavors. 

f 

IN TRIBUTE TO MR. THOMAS P. 
HOLIAN 

HON. DONALD S. BEYER, JR. 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 16, 2015 

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I wish to pay trib-
ute to an outstanding civil servant and con-
stituent of mine, Thomas P. Holian, Deputy 
Chief Counsel of the Federal Highway Admin-
istration, FHWA, who is retiring after 37 years 
of Federal service. 

Tom is a graduate of Fordham University 
and received his juris doctor from New York 
Law School. Tom joined the FHWA as an At-
torney Advisor in the Office of the Chief Coun-
sel in 1978. From 1978 to 1982, he worked in 
the Chief Counsel’s Office of Legislation and 
Regulations on such matters as the Surface 
Transportation Assistance Act of 1978, the 
Motor Carrier Act of 1980, and the Surface 
Transportation Assistance Act of 1982. Tom 
also served as a Trial Attorney in the Chief 
Counsel’s Motor Carrier and Highway Safety 
Law Division where he handled motor carrier 
safety enforcement cases and regulatory and 
litigation work associated with driver qualifica-
tion requirements, the Americans With Disabil-
ities Act, and controlled substance and alcohol 
testing of commercial motor vehicle drivers. 
Tom also served as the first Executive Direc-
tor of the FHWA’s National Motor Carrier Advi-
sory Committee. 

Tom joined the Senior Executive Service in 
December 1999 when he was selected to 
serve as the Deputy Chief Counsel for Legis-
lation and Regulations in the Office of the 
Chief Counsel. In this position through Feb-
ruary 2008, Tom was responsible for directing 
a staff in providing legal advice and services 
on all aspects of the FHWA’s legislative and 
regulatory programs. In this role, he greatly 
contributed to the implementation of the 
Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century 
(TEA–21) and the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, 
Efficient Transportation Equity Act—A Legacy 
for Users (SAFETEA–LU). Tom also led the 
team responsible for drafting much of the 
TEA–21 reauthorization bill that became 
SAFETEA–LU. Prior to this appointment, Tom 
was an Associate Chief Counsel and served 
as the FHWA’s Regulations Officer respon-
sible for leading the comprehensive review of 
FHWA’s regulations in response to Presi-
dential directives in 1992 and 1995, as well as 
FHWA’s ISTEA and TEA–21 regulatory imple-
mentation. 

Tom became the Deputy Chief Counsel, the 
senior career attorney in the FHWA, in March 
2008. As Deputy Chief Counsel, Tom super-
vises and coordinates the activities of a staff 
comprised of 60 employees, of whom 50 are 
attorneys responsible for providing legal serv-
ices regarding all aspects of the FHWA’s pro-
grams. The Office of Chief Counsel consists of 
three headquarters divisions and five field divi-
sions, four of which provide services to Fed-
eral-aid Division Offices and the Resource 
Center, and one that provides services to the 
Federal Lands Highway. Tom directly advises 
the most senior officials in the FHWA and the 
U.S. Department of Transportation. Tom and 
his staff work with State and local government 
transportation attorneys and other customers 
to enhance their understanding of Federal 
laws and procedures relating to transportation. 

Tom will be retiring this month after 39 
years of Federal service. After his long career 
and especially his seven and a half years as 
Deputy Chief Counsel, Tom leaves FHWA a 
well-respected, dedicated public servant, who 
has used his knowledge and skills throughout 
his 37-year FHWA career to make significant 
contributions to the advancement of transpor-
tation law. 

I am proud to represent Tom and so many 
other Federal workers. We are fortunate to 
have dedicated, talented, creative, hard-work-
ing, and patriotic public servants like Tom. I 
ask my colleagues to join me in thanking Tom 
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