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RECOGNIZING THE DUNES 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 5, 2015 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure and tremendous pride that I 
recognize the 50th anniversary of the Indiana 
Dunes National Lakeshore. The Indiana 
Dunes National Lakeshore is dedicated to pre-
serving the lands along the southern shore of 
Lake Michigan that are protected within the 
park’s boundary. Since its inception in 1966, 
the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore has ac-
quired and maintained over 15,000 acres of 
land and, in doing so, it provides a home for 
endangered plants and animals to thrive as 
well as a rich natural resource for residents of, 
and visitors to, Northwest Indiana to enjoy. On 
November 5, 2015, the Indiana Dunes Na-
tional Lakeshore launched its 50th anniversary 
celebration, which will run through the end of 
2016. 

The Indiana Dunes long served as a des-
tination for those weary of city life to escape 
and reconnect to nature at the turn of the 
twentieth century. Chicagoans in particular 
found respite among the shoreline, seeking 
peace among the valleys of the tranquil sand 
dunes. In 1896, University of Chicago botanist 
Henry Chandler Cowles traveled to Indiana 
and discovered the Indiana Dunes for the first 
time, where he found conditions to be an ideal 
location to study the relationship between 
plants and their environment. His observations 
documented the unique ecology of this region, 
laying the foundation upon which future orga-
nizations would base their arguments for pro-
tecting this resource from industrial develop-
ment by designating it as a national park. 

Following the appointment of Stephen 
Mather as the first director of the National 
Park Service, hearings were held in Chicago 
in 1916 to weigh public opinion on the creation 
of ‘‘Sand Dunes National Park.’’ Over 400 
people were in attendance at this meeting and 
forty-two people spoke in favor of the pro-
posal. There were no opponents to the pro-
posal, but the United States’ entry into World 
War I changed national priorities, and plans 
for the park were shelved. The Great Depres-
sion followed the war, and many worried a na-
tional park that would allow for the preserva-
tion of the dunes would never come to fruition. 

Post World War II America saw much 
growth in industrial development, and Indiana 
moved to capitalize on this trend by seeking a 
deepwater port on Lake Michigan. Port con-
struction would require the demolition of Cen-
tral Dunes. In 1952, the Save the Dunes 
Council, now known as Save the Dunes, was 
created when a group of concerned citizens 
came together and took on the extraordinary 
task of establishing the Indiana Dunes Na-
tional Lakeshore to protest the destruction of 
the dunes and protect the remaining dune 
complex along the shoreline. With support 

from then-Senator Paul Douglas, and through 
the tireless efforts of many, including the 
Council’s founder, Dorothy Buell, and activists 
Herb and Charlotte Read, Ruth and Ed 
Osann, and Sylvia Troy, as well as countless 
others who championed the cause, the Indi-
ana Dunes National Lakeshore was estab-
lished in 1966 when the 89th Congress 
passed a bill authorizing the preservation of 
eight miles of shore and 8,330 acres of park-
land along the lake. 

Throughout the last three decades, the Indi-
ana Dunes National Lakeshore and Save the 
Dunes have worked tirelessly to secure the 
lands within the park boundary, increasing its 
holding to 15,000 acres. Today, people can 
enjoy a variety of landscapes inside the park 
such as dunes, wetlands, prairies, rivers, and 
forests. In the coming year, Indiana Dunes 
National Lakeshore will sponsor several 
events to celebrate its history, including a 
year-long lecture series, a science conference, 
and a youth poetry and art contest in honor of 
those citizens involved in the creation of the 
park. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in commemo-
rating the 50th anniversary of the founding of 
the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore. 
Throughout the years, the staff and volunteers 
of the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, 
Save the Dunes, and other organizations have 
dedicated themselves to preserving the natural 
landscape of the Lake Michigan shoreline, and 
their passionate commitment to the park is 
worthy of the highest praise. 

f 

SIMPSON HOUSE 
SESQUICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 

HON. CHAKA FATTAH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 5, 2015 

Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, on November 
13, 2015, administrators of the Simpson 
House, the oldest existing retirement commu-
nity in the world that is historically related to 
the United Methodist Church will celebrate its 
Sesquicentennial Anniversary; a significant 
milestone for the Simpson House and the City 
of Philadelphia. 

Founded in 1865, in Philadelphia, wounded 
Civil War soldiers needed care. Memorialized 
in the Ladies’ United Aid Society meeting min-
utes is the sentiment that compassionate 
Methodist women found themselves, called to 
work in spheres of which they had never 
dreamed or had the remotest idea. At the end 
of the Civil War, in 1865, Jane Henry, Simp-
son House Foundress knew experienced em-
powered volunteers could capably address 
other issues of their era. When she felt a call 
to ensure that aged individuals who had no 
money, no family and no means of supporting 
themselves had a safe and secure place to 
live, she did not sit idly by. Rather, she took 
decisive actions which would lead to a meet-

ing on June 14th 1865, and the founding of 
the Methodist Episcopal Home for the Aged, 
today known as Simpson House. 

Dedicated volunteers and staff have led and 
guided the Simpson House since the begin-
ning. They include its Founder, Jane Henry, 
Mrs. Ellen Holmes Verner Simpson and her 
husband Bishop Matthew Simpson who 
served as the second president and member 
of the Advisory Committee; Arthur & Anne 
Flanagan, unpretentious and generous donors; 
Margaret McKay Gerhart, volunteer and exec-
utive director; and The Rev. David W. Powell, 
Executive Director. Richard Coyle, RN, NHA, 
Simpson House Executive Director and Kim 
W. Williams, Simpson House Senior Services 
President and CEO are their successors and 
guardians of the mission. 

Generous and ongoing support from many 
donors helps make commitment to high quality 
and dignified housing and health care services 
to the women and men of the Greater Phila-
delphia Region possible. The Simpson House 
continues its commitment to benevolent and 
charity care, a promise since its founding. 

Today the Simpson House offers inde-
pendent living apartments; personal care 
apartments; memory support and skilled nurs-
ing care, serving an average of three hundred 
senior adults per year. A committed and dedi-
cated staff of more than three hundred em-
ployees provides these service and care. 

The Simpson House Sesquicentennial Anni-
versary celebrates the fifteen decades of serv-
ice. They are honored to serve residents who 
wish to share their lives and common interests 
in a caring and active setting. I urge this body 
to join with me in celebrating the Simpson 
House and the quality affordable care and ac-
commodations it provides for Philadelphia’s 
older adults. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MARK FOLEY 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 5, 2015 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the distinguished career of Eastham 
Fire Chief Mark Foley on the occasion of his 
retirement. 

Chief Foley dedicated his professional life to 
public service as a firefighter and emergency 
services expert. Respected by all for his com-
mitment, leadership, and professionalism, he 
will retire after serving his community for 28 
years. 

Beginning his career in the Yarmouth Fire 
Department, Chief Foley has proven himself a 
remarkable first responder, rising through the 
ranks to Lieutenant over the 18 years he 
spent in the department. He also served as 
the Deputy Director of the Barnstable County 
Fire Rescue Training Academy. Adding to his 
growing list of qualifications, Chief Foley took 
a position as the Deputy Chief of the Eastham 
Fire Department before ascending to the posi-
tion of Chief in 2013. 
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Firefighters are a pillar of strength, bravery, 

and poise in our society. They routinely risk 
their lives to protect our neighborhoods, safe-
guard our families, and provide urgent aid to 
those who need it most. Over the course of 
his impressive career, Chief Foley has dem-
onstrated an unwavering devotion to these 
ideals and our communities are safer as a re-
sult. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
Eastham Fire Chief Mark Foley for over 28 
years of distinguished public service. I ask that 
my colleagues join me in honoring all that 
Chief Foley has done for our community and 
wish him the best of luck in his future endeav-
ors. 

f 

FUSION CENTER ENHANCEMENT 
ACT OF 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 2, 2015 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I submit the fol-
lowing exchange of letters between the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and the Trans-
portation and Infrastructure Committee, re-
garding H.R. 3598, for the record. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE, 

Washington, DC, November 2, 2015. 
Hon. MICHAEL T. MCCAUL, 
Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security, 

Washington, DC. 
DEAR CHAIRMAN MCCAUL: I write con-

cerning H.R. 3598, the ‘‘Fusion Center En-
hancement Act of 2015.’’ This legislation in-
cludes matters that I believe fall within the 
Rule X jurisdiction of the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

In order to expedite floor consideration of 
H.R. 3598, the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure agreed to forgo action on 
this bill despite the fact that the Parliamen-
tarians were unable to fully litigate the ju-
risdictional question. However, this was con-
ditional on our mutual understanding that 
forgoing consideration of the bill would not 
prejudice the Committee with respect to the 
appointment of conferees or to any future ju-
risdictional claim over the subject matters 
contained in the bill or similar legislation 
that fall within the Committee’s Rule X ju-
risdiction. 

I request that you please place a copy of 
this letter and your response acknowledging 
our jurisdictional interest into the Congres-
sional Record. 

Sincerely, 
BILL SHUSTER, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY, 

Washington, DC, November 3, 2015. 
Hon. BILL SHUSTER, 
Chairman, Transportation and Infrastructure 

Committee, Washington, DC. 
DEAR CHAIRMAN SHUSTER, Thank you for 

your interest in H.R. 3598, the ‘‘Fusion Cen-
ter Enhancement Act of 2015.’’ I appreciate 
your cooperation in refraining from request-
ing a sequential referral on this bill in the 
interest of allowing it to move expeditiously 
under suspension of the House Rules on No-
vember 2, 2015. Because H.R. 3598 has now 
passed the House, the Parliamentarians can 
no longer render an official decision as to 

any jurisdictional claim the Transportation 
and Infrastructure Committee may have had. 

I therefore acknowledge that the question 
of the Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee’s jurisdictional interest in a cer-
tain provision of H.R. 3598 has not been fully 
adjudicated and that no final decision as to 
that point was made. I further agree that the 
absence of a final decision will not prejudice 
any claim the Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee may have with respect 
to this legislation in the future. 

A copy of this letter will be entered into 
the Congressional Record. 

Sincerely, 
MICHAEL T. MCCAUL, 

Chairman. 

f 

HIRE MORE HEROES ACT OF 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 3, 2015 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 22) to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to exempt em-
ployees with health coverage under 
TRICARE or the Veterans Administration 
from being taken into account for purposes 
of determining the employers to which the 
employer mandate applies under the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act: 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Chair, I submit the fol-
lowing exchange of letters between myself 
and Chairman LAMAR SMITH. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE, 

Washington, DC, October 30, 2015. 
Hon. LAMAR SMITH, 
Chairman, Committee on Science, Space, and 

Technology, Washington, DC. 
DEAR CHAIRMAN SMITH: Thank you for your 

letter regarding H.R. 3763, the Surface Trans-
portation Reauthorization and Reform Act 
of 2015. I appreciate your willingness to sup-
port expediting the consideration of this leg-
islation on the House floor. 

I acknowledge that by waiving consider-
ation of this bill, the Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology does not waive any 
future jurisdictional claim to provisions in 
this or similar legislation. In addition, 
should a conference on the bill be necessary, 
I would support your effort to seek appoint-
ment of an appropriate number of conferees 
to any House-Senate conference involving 
provisions within this legislation on which 
the Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology has a valid jurisdictional claim. 

I will include our letters on H.R. 3763 in the 
Congressional Record during House floor 
consideration of the bill. I appreciate your 
cooperation regarding this legislation, and I 
look forward to working with the Committee 
on Science, Space, and Technology as the 
bill moves through the legislative process. 

Sincerely, 
BILL SHUSTER, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND 
TECHNOLOGY, 

Washington, DC, October 30, 2015. 
Hon. BILL SHUSTER, 
Chairman, Committee on Transportation and 

Infrastructure, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I write to confirm our 
mutual understanding regarding H.R. 3763, 

the ‘‘Surface Transportation Reauthoriza-
tion and Reform Act of 2015,’’ which your 
Committee ordered reported on October 23, 
2015. H.R. 3763 contains provisions within the 
Committee on Science, Space. and Tech-
nology’s Rule X jurisdiction. However, in 
order to expedite floor consideration of this 
important legislation, the committee waives 
consideration of the bill. 

The Committee on Science, Space, and 
Technology takes this action only with the 
understanding that the Committee’s juris-
dictional interests over this and similar leg-
islation are in no way diminished or altered, 
and with the understanding that an amend-
ment which includes provisions of H.R. 3585, 
the Surface Transportation Research and De-
velopment Act of 2015, will be supported by 
you when it is submitted to the Rules Com-
mittee and offered on the Floor. 

The Committee also reserves the right to 
seek appointment to any House-Senate con-
ference on this legislation, with the under-
standing that you will support such a re-
quest. 

I would appreciate your response to this 
letter confirming this understanding, and 
would request that you include a copy of this 
letter and your response in the Congres-
sional Record during the floor consideration 
of this bill. Thank you in advance for your 
cooperation. 

Sincerely, 
LAMAR SMITH, 

Chairman. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF CITIZENS FOR 
CITIZENS, INC. 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 5, 2015 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Citizens for Citizens, Inc. on its 50th 
anniversary. 

Citizens for Citizens, a Community Action 
Agency, assists over 42,000 households in the 
Greater Fall River and Greater Taunton areas 
in Massachusetts every year by providing 
short term services that support families dur-
ing financial crisis through its Fuel Assistance, 
Food Pantry and Rental Assistance programs. 

Founded in 1965 under the leadership of its 
first Executive Director, Edward J. (Jud) Sul-
livan, Citizens for Citizens opened a Head 
Start program to provide pre-school education 
programs for children ages 3 to 5. Recog-
nizing the needs of its community, the pro-
grams were quickly expanded to include em-
ployment opportunities for individuals over the 
age of 55 through the Senior Aide Program, 
nutritional services through the Women, In-
fants & Children (WIC) feeding program, and 
utility mitigation opportunities through the Fuel 
Assistance and Weatherization program. By 
1982, Citizens for Citizens had also started an 
After School and Family Day Care program 
and Retired Senior Volunteer Program. 

Today, Citizens for Citizens is an ever- 
present and integral part of our community’s 
fabric. Hardly a demographic is overlooked by 
its wide variety of new and continuing pro-
grams. In addition to its initial focus on edu-
cation and employment opportunities, Citizens 
for Citizens also provides elderly individuals 
with an opportunity to earn additional income 
by working with children with special needs 
through the Foster Grandparent program, and 
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