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years before he was eligible under Army en-
listment rules. On May 6, 1937, Whitmore was
promoted to Corporal and later to Sergeant.
For the next few years he served in the Na-
tional Guard and until February 24, 1941,
when he was called up to Active Federal Serv-
ice.

After completing Officer Candidacy School
in Ft. Benning, GA, Whitmore was commis-
sioned as a 2nd Lieutenant and entered the
Army Ranger Combat Training program. After
completing Ranger Training, Lt. Whitmore took
part in the invasion of Normandy, where he
bravely fought on Utah Beach.

He served on the front lines of Europe
bravely defending his country, leading pla-
toons of soldiers throughout the Normandy
and Rhineland campaigns. On July 15, 1944,
Lt. Whitmore was wounded in combat by an
enemy artillery shell in northern France while
pressing an attack against the German front.

During his 18 years of service to our country
Lt. Whitmore received several service honors,
including the Purple Heart Medal, the Combat
Infantryman Badge and two Bronze Service
Stars, among many others.

In August of 2008, Lt. Whitmore returned to
Tennessee to make his home in Normandy,
TN, where he resided with his wife of 74
years, and his youngest daughter and son-in-
law until his passing on October 9, 2015, at
the age of 96.

To the family of Lt. Whitmore, we are sin-
cerely grateful for his service. George truly ex-
emplified the spirit of “the Greatest Genera-
tion.”

——————

H.R. 3762, GOP RECONCILIATION
ACT

HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 27, 2015

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on
October 23, 2015, | was unable to be here to
vote on H.R. 3762 (Roll Call 568), the GOP
Reconciliation Act. Had | been present, |
would have voted no on H.R. 3762. | have
voted against this bill twice, once in the En-
ergy & Commerce Committee and again in the
Budget Committee. | was unable to make the
vote because | was back in my district to at-
tend a meeting with Secretary of Education
Arne Duncan, parents, students and teachers
to work directly on a huge challenge of im-
proving schools in that community that are fail-
ing our children.

Below are the statements | made during the
Energy & Commerce Committee and Budget
Committee markups of H.R. 3762.

BUDGET COMMITTEE

“This is creating great economic uncer-
tainty. Back home, I represent a district
with an Air Force base that is home to U.S.
Central Command and Special Operations
Command. They are beside themselves about
the inability of the Congress to move for-
ward with a reasonable budget plan. It is
now complicating the military missions of
our country. They don’t want another CR.
That is a dead end. They don’t want an OCO
gimmick that doesn’t serve our country well.
They want those monies in the base defense
budget, and have spoken out loudly.

And then on the domestic side our medical
researchers, transportation, infrastructure,
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all of those important jobs that help lift
America are also being undercut by the un-
certainty created here in the Congress.

Now, I am very happy this is being done in
an open setting today, because it really lays
bare the priorities of the two parties here in
Congress. The Democratic priority is to ad-
dress the budget uncertainty, come together,
work out a plan to move forward and avoid
the government shutdown. The Republican
priority, however, is to continue to attack
women’s health care and intimidate Planned
Parenthood nonprofit clinics and the women
that go there for their health services. This
witch hunt continues, and it is not serving
the interests of our great country. It is be-
neath the dignity of this Congress, because
what is going to happen when we come back
after next week? There is a new Benghazi-
like select committee to continue this witch
hunt.

I mean, this is really an all-time low.
There has been an attack on women’s health
now for decades, but now the all-time low is
what happened this summer with these man-
ufactured YouTube videos now becoming the
basis of public policy in America while all
the investigations done here in the Congress
and in States across the country have dem-
onstrated no wrongdoing whatsoever. So we
are going to waste taxpayer funds and impor-
tant time on this witch hunt? I think it is
very unfortunate.

You know, the approval ratings of Con-
gress are at an all-time low, and I have to
say, this demonstrates why that is, because
it is Congress and the governing—so called
governing party, is not focused on the prior-
ities for our great country, instead, focused
on intimidating women and trusted clinics
across the country. I urge a no vote on this
and the reconciliation package. Thank you.”’

ENERGY & COMMERCE COMMITTEE

“Well, thank you, Mr. Chairman, and I
have to say, the Republican majority has
really taken us back in a time warp today. It
feels like we are probably back in the 1950s.
The first half of the hearing was on energy
policy, was very anti-science. It was prac-
tically the world is flat. They refused to ad-
dress the changing climate, and the chal-
lenges that poses for our country and our
communities, refused to modernize Amer-
ica’s energy policy by unleashing innovation
to benefit consumers and businesses all
across America. But now the GOP majority
wants to restrict contraceptives, and family
planning services. This is decades old in—and
it is another unconscionable attack on wom-
en’s health and Planned Parenthood.

And I wanted to pose a question, which is
doing more today in America to reduce the
number of unplanned pregnancies. Certainly
not the Republicans in Congress, who con-
tinue to vote to block access to contracep-
tives, and family planning, as they are . . . .

.. No, it is Planned Parenthood that is
doing more to reduce the number of un-
planned pregnancies in America.

Now, although the GOP attacks on wom-
en’s health have gone on for years here in
the Congress, we recently hit a new low this
summer, when a shady group, that is actu-
ally under criminal investigation, helped
launch a broad-based smear campaign
against Planned Parenthood. To date, all of
the investigations that have been launched
have turned up there is no evidence to sub-
stantiate the allegations that Planned Par-
enthood, or any of its affiliates, violated the
law, including an investigation by this very
Committee.

Actually, what the evidence has turned up
so far is that Mr. Dunliden, and his organiza-
tion that doctored the YouTube videos, mis-
represented itself to gain access to medical
conferences and Planned Parenthood facili-
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ties. They should be the ones that are under
investigation and brought to account. The
investigations out there so far have showed
that the videos are selectively edited, they
repeatedly omit exculpatory statements
about compliance with the law. We simply
cannot allow Republicans in Congress to use
these falsified videos to continue their ex-
tremist agenda against women and deny
women access to comprehensive healthcare.

You know, this is the House of Representa-
tives, and the population of the United
States of America is a little more female,
about 50—a little over 50 percent. But here in
the Congress, you all know what the percent-
age is. It is under 20 percent female. Well, it
certainly shows. I will urge my colleagues to
defeat this attempt, again, to paint another
chapter in the radical agenda against wom-
en’s health. . .. I hope you have read the
legislation that will be considered today, be-
cause what it will do is eliminate access to
contraceptives and family planning. If my
Republican colleagues truly believe that
there should be family planning services, and
contraceptives allowed to women and fami-
lies across America, they should vote no on
this radical idea, and this idea of reconcili-
ation today. I will yield back the balance of
my time.”

Again, if I was present for the vote today
on H.R. 3762, I would have voted no.

——————

THE GLOBAL CRISIS OF
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 27, 2015

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, the
world is experiencing a crisis of international
religious freedom that poses a direct challenge
to U.S. interests in the Middle East, Central
and East Asia, Russia, China, and sub-Saha-
ran Africa. In large parts of the world, this fun-
damental freedom is constantly and brutally
under siege. The worldwide erosion of respect
for this fundamental freedom is the cause of
widespread human suffering, grave injustices,
refugee flows, and significant threats to peace
and stability.

This Congress has heard the cries of Iraqi
and Syrian Christians who face the threat of
extinction, slavery, and death. We have heard
about the plight of Rohingya Muslims, who
face attacks and such unimaginable discrimi-
nation from hard-line Buddhist groups that
many chose slavery elsewhere than life in
Burma. We have heard about the persecution
faced by Chinese Christians, Tibetan Bud-
dhists, Uyghur Muslims, and Falun Gong at
the hands of a Communist Party suspicious of
organized religion. And, many of us on this
subcommittee have seen firsthand the reli-
gious dividing lines in sub-Saharan Africa that
are the cause of so much death and destruc-
tion.

In a world where some people are willing to
kil those whose beliefs differ from theirs,
where anti-Semitism persists even in the most
tolerant of places, and where authoritarian
governments view strong religious faith as a
potential threat to their legitimacy, it is more
important than ever that the U.S. engage in
robust religious freedom diplomacy. One that
uses all the tools available is the landmark
International Religious Freedom Act of 1998.

The stakes are too high and the suffering
too great to downplay religious freedom as a
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priority of U.S. foreign policy. But unfortu-
nately, we often hear from religious groups
globally and from NGOs working on the issue
that this Administration has sidelined the pro-
motion of religious freedom.

This criticism does not discount the work
done by our men and women at the State De-
partment and the efforts of Ambassador
Saperstein himself. They do important and
substantive work, but it seems too often that
the issue is marginalized and isolated from
issues of national security or economic devel-
opment—even though we know from aca-
demic research that countries with the highest
levels of religious freedom experience more
prosperity and less terrorism.

Religious persecution has catastrophic con-
sequences for religious communities and for
individual victims. But it also undermines the
national security of the United States. Without
religious freedom, aspiring democracies will
continue to face instability. Sustained eco-
nomic growth will be more difficult to achieve.
Obstructions will remain to the advancement
of the rights of women and girls. And, perhaps
most urgent of all, religious terrorism will con-
tinue to be nourished and exported.

The global religious freedom crisis will not
disappear anytime soon. According to the non-
partisan Pew Research Center, 75% of the
world’s populations live in countries where se-
vere religious persecution occurs regularly.

It has been almost 17 years since the pas-
sage of the International Religious Freedom
Act of 1998. Religious freedom diplomacy has
developed under three administrations of both
parties. Unfortunately, the grim global realities
demonstrate that our nation has had little ef-
fect on the rise of persecution and the decline
of religious freedom.

It is worth asking why.

It is worth asking not only what the State
Department is doing, but what can be done
better? Are new tools or new ideas needed to
help U.S. religious freedom diplomacy address
one of the great crises of the 21st century?
Does the International Religious Freedom Act
of 1998 need to be upgraded to reflect 21st
century realities?

That is why | introduced the Frank Wolf
International Religious Freedom Act of 2015
(H.R. 1150). This legislation, named after the
author of the original IRFA Act, my good friend
former Congressman Frank Wolf, would,
among other things, strengthen the role of the
Ambassador-at-Large for Religious Freedom
and the IRF office at State and give more
tools to the Administration to address the cri-
sis we face. The bill is roundly endorsed and
supported by a broad, diverse array of reli-
gious freedom, civil society and diaspora orga-
nizations. They acknowledge what too many
policymakers and administrations, Republican
and Democrat alike, have been unable to ap-
preciate—America’s first freedom ought to be
infused, at every possible level, into our for-
eign policy.

Upgrading and strengthening U.S. inter-
national religious freedom policy—and further
integrating it into U.S. foreign policy and na-
tional security strategy—will send the clear
message that the U.S. will fight for the inher-
ent dignity of every human being and against
the global problem of persecution, religious
extremism, and terrorism. In so doing, we can
advance the best of our values while pro-
tecting vital national interests.
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HONORING THE LIFE OF JOHN M.
FAMULARO

HON. ANDY BARR

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 27, 2015

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor the
life of a very special man, John M. Famularo
of Lexington, Kentucky. Famularo spent most
of his life in the legal profession and over the
years earned a stellar reputation among his
fellow attorneys and all that knew him.

Famularo was raised in Mt. Olivet, Ken-
tucky. He came from a family of legal minds,
with his father serving as county attorney, dis-
trict judge, and circuit judge and his brother
serving as U.S. Attorney. Famularo graduated
from Loyola University and the University of
Kentucky College of Law. Two years after
graduation from law school, he successfully
argued a boundary dispute case before the
U.S. Supreme Court. He began serving as an
assistant commonwealth attorney for Fayette
County in the 1970s. Much of his career was
spent as a partner with the Stites and
Harbison law firm in Lexington, where his
practice focused on product liability, class-ac-
tion defense, and medical malpractice de-
fense. He also served as Chief Judge of the
22nd Judicial District in Fayette County.
Famularo was well respected for his great
legal mind.

Mr. Famularo was special to me personally.
As a young lawyer, he was my first mentor.
Many attorneys, including me, owe our suc-
cess to the selfless interest he took in our pro-
fessional development. He was a great lawyer,
a fierce advocate for his clients, a dedicated
officer of the court, and the best litigator |
have ever seen.

Mr. Famularo became a regent and state
chairman of the American College of Trial
Lawyers, served on the board of governors of
the Kentucky Bar Association, and was in-
ducted into the University of Kentucky College
of Law Hall of Fame. He passed away on Oc-
tober 23, 2015. He is survived by his wife
Karen, three children, and three grandchildren.
The legal community and all those associated
with John M. Famularo mourn his passing and
honor his legacy.

—

25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
WHITE HOUSE INITIATIVE ON
EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE FOR
HISPANICS

HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 27, 2015

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, this year marks the 25th Anniversary
of the White House Initiative on Educational
Excellence for Hispanics. Since 1990, the ini-
tiative has played a critical role in advocating
for and advancing policies that have helped
our community grow.

While our work is not done, as we conclude
Hispanic Heritage Month, it is important for us
to celebrate our progress. Our nation’s high
school graduation rate is the highest in history,
and the Latino dropout rate is half of what it
was in 2000.
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More importantly, however, we must recog-
nize the work that remains and those com-
mitted to doing it. Earlier this year, the Depart-
ment of Education issued a national call for
commitments to action for Hispanics in edu-
cation. The initiative aimed to encourage pri-
vate, public and nonprofit investments to cre-
ate and/or expand high quality educational
services. The results were astounding; 150
Commitments to Action with a collective in-
vestment of over $335 million.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to highlight the
commitment of an organization in my district,
the Mariachi Music Education Initiative, who
has committed nearly $900,000 over three
years for music education.

It's commitments like this, and those of the
other 149 organizations that will help our com-
munity prosper. Together, through the work
and contributions of public, private and non-
profit organizations, we will continue working
to close the achievement gap, and ensure
every child in America has the tools and op-
portunity they need to succeed.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MARK TAKAI

OF HAWAIIL
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 27, 2015

Mr. TAKAI. Mr. Speaker, on Monday, Octo-
ber 26, 2015, | was absent from the House to
attend to a personal health matter. Due to my
absence, | am not recorded on any legislative
measures for the day. | would like to reflect
how | would have voted had | been present for
legislative business.

Had | been present, | would have voted
“yea” on Roll Call 569, providing for the con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 597) to reauthorize
the Export-Import Bank of the United States,
and for other purposes.

BOKO HARAM AND THE CHIBOK
SCHOOLGIRLS

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 27, 2015

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, the
world was shocked as 276 schoolgirls from
the northeastern Nigerian town of Chibok were
kidnapped by the Islamic militant group Boko
Haram. In the days following this event, we
learned that the military had four hours’ warn-
ing of the attack, but failed to mobilize suffi-
cient forces to fight off the attackers, who ar-
rived at this predominantly Christian town in a
convoy of vehicles. A military redeployment to
find the girls two weeks later resulted in the
massacre of at least 300 residents of the town
of Gamboru Ngala.

Since that time, the previous Nigerian Gov-
ernment made many announcements about
freeing the kidnapped girls, none of which
proved to be accurate. Hope had been raised
last October by a government announcement
of a cease-fire and release of the girls only to
be dashed by increasing Boko Haram attacks
and the continued captivity of the Chibok girls.
In fact, Boko Haram kidnapped more girls in
northeastern Nigeria, especially Christian girls.
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