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When the BP/Deepwater Horizon oil spill hit
Alabama’s Gulf Coast, Matt helped Congress-
man Bonner advocate for our coastal commu-
nities. Matt played an important role in crafting
the RESTORE Act, which was intended to
keep oil spill settlement money under control
of the coastal counties.

| am especially grateful for Matt's service to
our nation’s service members and veterans.
Matt did tremendous work supporting our na-
tion’s Navy and the thousands of Alabamians
who work at the Austal USA shipyard in Mo-
bile, Alabama. Matt has also assisted count-
less veterans with various issues related to
the Department of Veterans Affairs and has
supported my efforts to give veterans greater
access to private care.

Mr. Speaker, | asked former Congressman
Jo Bonner to share his gratitude with Matt as
well. Congressman Bonner said, “Matt is one
of the most talented and dedicated young men
| know. He thinks strategically, always looking
for ways to build consensus and get the job
done. He was invaluable to the people of
South Alabama during the aerial refueling
tanker war, but he was equally helpful in get-
ting those early contracts for Austal and during
those difficult months following the BP/Deep-
water Horizon explosion. | can’t say enough
good things about Matt Weinstein; he is truly
one in a million.”

A native of Mobile, Alabama, Matt has
served his hometown with dedication, passion,
and steady leadership. | wish him and his
wife, Paige, all the best in their future endeav-
ors. Alabama’s First Congressional District will
be forever grateful for his service.

HONORING HO FENG-SHAN

HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 26, 2015

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the bravery and heroism of Ho Feng-
Shan, the Chinese Consul-General stationed
in Vienna during World War Il.

At great risk to his personal safety, Mr. Ho
issued Chinese visas to thousands of Austrian
Jews, allowing them to flee the country and
escape the atrocities of Nazi concentration
camps. Despite strict orders from his superiors
to stop issuing visas on such a large scale, he
refused to abide by these instructions and un-
doubtedly saved thousands of lives.

On August 7, 2000, Mr. Ho was recognized
by Yad Vashem with the title, “Righteous
among the Nations” for his selfless and coura-
geous actions.

Please join me in honoring Ho Feng-Shan
for his sacrifice and brave display of noble hu-
manitarianism.

——

IN HONOR OF THE ACHIEVEMENTS
OF MEDICAL RESEARCH IN
GEORGIA

HON. DAVID SCOTT
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, October 26, 2015

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to discuss a disease that is impor-
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tant to my family, breast cancer. This dev-
astating disease strikes 1 in 8 women, affect-
ing our mothers, wives, daughters, sisters, and
loved ones. In Georgia, breast cancer is a par-
ticularly serious problem as it is the most com-
mon type of cancer and the second most
deadly type of cancer among women in the
state. According to the nonprofit Sisters by
Choice, 6000 women will be diagnosed with
breast cancer, and 1000 will die from breast
cancer in Georgia each year. This epidemic is
made worse by the fact that 19 percent of
Georgians do not have health insurance, 33
percent of Georgia counties do not have mam-
mography machines, and 75 percent of Geor-
gia counties are medically underserved. Due
to slow detection caused by these facts, 30
percent of breast cancers will have metasta-
sized and be present in other places through-
out the body by the time they are found.

Despite the disheartening statistics about
cancer, | know that there is still hope. Detec-
tion and treatment advances found in the past
few years will help to both lessen the risk of
cancer and win the fight to eradicate cancer.
| am pleased that Georgia is a hub for medical
innovation in the fight against cancer, utilizing
public and private partnerships to research the
disease. Moreover, the CDC and the inter-
nationally regarded cancer centers at Emory
University, Georgia Regents University, the
University of Georgia, Northside Hospital, and
other centers throughout the state have pio-
neered effective, yet minimally invasive ways
to treat this disease.

Additionally, the CDC has contributed to this
effort through public outreach programs aimed
at improving surveillance so that cancers can
be caught early. In addition, the internation-
ally-renowned Winship Cancer Institute at
Emory University has tested 75 percent of
FDA-approved new cancer treatments in the
past seven years. At another renowned institu-
tion, researchers at the University of Georgia
have discovered a vaccine that attacks a pre-
viously unassailable protein. This vaccine is vi-
tally important because this protein is found in
the majority of killing cancers and in the “tri-
ple-negative” tumors common in a particularly
dangerous variant of breast cancer.

In addition to the work done by the profes-
sional research institutions in Georgia, | am
proud that the Georgia community has come
together to support those who are suffering
from not just breast cancer, but cancers of all
types. For instance, Sisters by Choice, a non-
profit organization centered around helping
underinsured and underserved women to find
and treat breast cancer, is working on creating
a mobile clinic that will provide screenings, di-
agnostic services, access to clinical trials, and
other resources to these disadvantaged popu-
lations. In addition, wonderful nonprofit organi-
zations working with cancer centers, such as
the Cancer Support Community Atlanta and
the Treehouse Gang, an organization based
around supporting children with a parent suf-
fering from cancer, provide vital assistance
and hope to cancer sufferers and their fami-
lies. Finally, the Atlanta 2-Day Walk has raised
$11 million in just 13 years to help find new
ways to treat and prevent breast cancer.
Through these initiatives, and the hard work of
the cancer centers in Georgia, | know that
definite progress has been and will continue to
be made to treat and eradicate this deadly dis-
ease.
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IN RECOGNITION OF PATRICIA
MILJANICH

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 26, 2015

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Patricia Miljanich, a departing member of the
Board of Trustees of the San Mateo County
Community College District. Ms. Miljanich has
served the public in her position since 1995,
and she has been part of a board of trustees
that has created over 20 years an outstanding
college system for residents.

When Trustee Miljanich began her service,
the district had decades-old buildings, stag-
nant enroliment, and curriculum that needed
upgrading. She and her fellow trustees went to
work hiring new staff, passing several bonds,
and overseeing the resurrection of a commu-
nity gem. In addition to her role as a trustee,
Patricia Miljanich has served on the board of
the nonprofit corporation overseeing an inno-
vative housing project on the campuses of the
community colleges. She has also served as
a board member of the foundation supporting
the community colleges.

As a result of her leadership and that of her
board colleagues, the San Mateo County
Community Colleges now have stunning state-
of-the-art campuses, classes that offer a broad
path to a four year institution, and several
shorter programs that prepare students to be
job ready through two year degrees and cer-
tificates. As a pathway to lifelong learning and
prosperity, the college district reflects the vi-
sion of Trustee Miljanich that every young per-
son, and many who are in mid-career or retire-
ment, should view the community colleges as
their ongoing ticket to a rigorous education.

Ms. Miljanich has another side to her public
service beyond her years as a trustee. At one
point she served as a field representative for
a member of the state assembly, and as a
legal advocate for low income children while
Director of Legal Services for Children in San
Francisco.

Most of all, Ms. Miljanich has distinguished
herself as a remarkable leader of the nonprofit
Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA),
an organization that pairs caring adults with
children who are in the protection of the courts
when their parents cannot care for them.
There is no question that Patricia Miljanich, in
this role, has saved the lives of many children.
CASA is an extraordinary organization which
brings out the best of caring volunteers and
matches it with the most basic need of a child:
to have a friend and advocate during times of
tremendous insecurity and trauma.

Patricia is a graduate of the University of
Virginia and the University of San Francisco
School of Law. Her greatest archievements,
no doubt, are her four children, Nicolene
Mefford, Martine Miljanich, Peter Miljanich,
and Sophia Miljanich, and her four grand-
children.

Mr. Speaker and members, Patricia
Miljanich is retiring from the Board of Trustees
of the San Mateo County Community College
District, but she will remain very active in our
community. She put in countless hours during
her 20 years of service to the district, and of-
fered decades of additional help to children
and our most vulnerable residents. As she
leaves, the wind at her back is the force of
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those praying for her to succeed in her next
adventure. As she will experience shortly, this
wind will likely be a gale force event, so be-
loved is Patricia Miljanich in San Mateo Coun-
ty.

——————

20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE COM-
PLETION OF THE GATEWAY GEY-
SER

HON. MIKE BOST

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 26, 2015

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the 20th Anniversary of the completion
of the Gateway Geyser. It is a proud and dis-
tinct achievement that the tallest fountain in
the United States, and the second tallest in
the world, is located in the Metro East region
of Southern lllinois.

The vision and drive of Malcom Martin
made it possible to undertake this incredible
project. In addition to its famous geyser, the
park’s facilities offer visitors impressive and
memorable views of the Arch and City of St.
Louis. It is very much a part of the overall Jef-
ferson National Expansion Memorial.

As | toured the park recently, | developed
an understanding for the desires that the
Metro East Park and Recreation District and
the Gateway Center have to make this amaz-
ing park a part of the Jefferson National Ex-
pansion Memorial. Doing so would be a fitting
tribute to Malcom Martin and all of the City of
East St. Louis officials who have helped make
this anniversary possible.

———————

HONORING DEPUTY CHIEF DAVID
E. DOWNING

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 26, 2015

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
the exemplary career of Deputy Chief David
Downing of the Oakland Police Department.

Deputy Chief Downing began his career in
law enforcement with the Oakland Police De-
partment (OPD) in 1988. During his career, he
has served in a wide variety of assignments,
including Police Academy Director, Internal Af-
fairs Commander, and Special Operations
Commander. In 2012, he was promoted to
Deputy Chief of Police and is currently the
commander of the Bureau of Field Operations
for West Oakland. Deputy Chief Downing also
served concurrently with OPD’s Special Weap-
ons and Tactics team from 1992 to 2011 as
an operator, team leader, and tactical com-
mander.

In addition to serving the citizens of Oak-
land, Deputy Chief Downing served the United
States of America as an Air Force Reservist
from 1984 to 2014. He retired as a Chief Mas-
ter Sergeant with the Air Force Office of Spe-
cial Investigations as the Senior Enlisted
Leader for the 4th Field Investigative Region,
at Randolph Air Force Base in Texas. In 2001,
he was mobilized into active duty and served
in Operation Noble Eagle, Enduring Freedom,
and Iragi Freedom until his return to civilian
law enforcement in 2003.
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Deputy Chief Downing received his Bach-
elor's Degree in Administration of Justice from
San Jose State University in 1989, and went
on to graduate from Indiana State University in
2008 with a Master's Degree in Criminology.
He is also the graduate of several senior man-
agement programs, including the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation’s National Academy, the
Police Executive Research Forum’s Senior
Management Institute for Police, and the Cali-
fornia Peace Officer Standards and Training
Executive Development Course.

Throughout his career, Deputy Chief Down-
ing has maintained a special interest in and
relationship with Oakland’s Chinatown. He
serves the Oakland and Chinatown commu-
nities as a member of the Board of Directors
of the Oakland Chinatown Chamber of Com-
merce, the President of the Oakland Police
Foundation, President of the Oakland Police
Managers Association, Chairman of the Asian
Advisory Committee on Crime, Chairman of
the Asian Youth Services Committee (AYSC),
Chairperson of the AYSC Scholarship Dinner,
and has raised funds and manpower to send
low-income youth to various camps and semi-
nars across the nation.

On behalf of the residents of California’s
13th Congressional District, Deputy Chief
David E. Downing, | salute him. | thank him for
a lifetime of service and congratulate him on
his achievements. | wish him and his loved
ones the very best as he enjoys his well-de-
served retirement.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 25TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE WHITE
HOUSE INITIATIVE ON EDU-
CATIONAL EXCELLENCE FOR
HISPANICS

HON. JUAN VARGAS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 26, 2015

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and commend the 25th anniversary
of the White House Initiative on Educational
Excellence for Hispanics. The initiative, estab-
lished in 1990, has sought to address the edu-
cational disparities faced by the Hispanic com-
munity. This year, the White House launched
the Bright Spots catalog to commemorate the
initiative’s success. This newly created re-
source honors organizations around the coun-
try significantly furthering the educational at-
tainment of the Hispanic community.

While there are 230 programs included in
the catalog, | would like to honor three organi-
zations in California’s 51 District: Barrio Logan
College Institute, Reality Changers, and the
San Ysidro Vanguard Education Foundation.

Barrio Logan College Institute, established
in 2007, is a nonprofit working to provide dis-
advantaged students with the opportunity to
attend college. The organization begins work-
ing with students in third grade and continues
providing support and guidance throughout
high school. Since its creation, 100 percent of
its graduates have gone on to college.

Reality Changers was founded in 2001 in an
attempt to better prepare disadvantaged His-
panic youth for college. By establishing var-
ious support systems and college readiness
programs, the organization has seen 97 per-
cent of its students become first generation
college students.
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San Ysidro Vanguard Education Foundation
was created in 2012 to address the racial and
ethnic disparities within the San Ysidro School
District. The organization focuses on early
learning, college access, Latino teacher re-
cruitment, and STEM education.

Again, | would like to extend my admiration
and sincere appreciation for all the work that
these groups continue to do for our commu-
nity.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF RONN OWENS
HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 26, 2015

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor a
broadcast legend who is celebrating his 40th
anniversary at KGO Newstalk 810 today and
who will be inducted into the National Radio
Hall of Fame in November. Ronn Owens is a
household name in the Bay Area and beyond,
a master in his field, and a remarkably tal-
ented, opinionated and intellectually curious
man whom | am proud to call a good friend.
| have spent many hours on the air with Ronn
and he is always tough, thoughtful, informed
and unpredictable.

He has honed his skills in thousands of
interviews with guests in the hot seat, includ-
ing President Barack Obama, Democratic
Leader NANCY PELOSI, actor Steve Martin,
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
49er quarterback Joe Montana, singer Tony
Bennett and a long list of Secretaries of State,
CIA Directors, mayors and community leaders.

His longevity and style on the air have
earned him many prestigious awards: The Bay
Area Radio Hall of Fame, the National Asso-
ciation of Broadcaster's Marconi Award twice,
Talkers Magazine’s Top 25 Greatest Radio
Talk Show Host of All Time, and now the Na-
tional Radio Hall of Fame where he will be
joining the likes of Edward R. Murrow, Bob
Hope and Terry Gross.

Ronn was born Ronald Lowenstein on Octo-
ber 17, 1945 in New York City. He graduated
from Temple University in Philadelphia in 1968
and launched his broadcast career hosting
radio programs in Atlanta, Miami, Cleveland
and Philadelphia. In 1975 he moved to San
Francisco and began his four decade run at
KGO radio. Today, he remains the only week-
day talk radio host on the station and has a
regular audience of half a million listeners.

While Ronn is very vocal about his opin-
ions—he also wrote a book titled Voice of
Reason: Why the Left and Right Are Wrong—
he is the first to admit when he is wrong.
Facts matter and he is dedicated to seeking
the truth. Last year, Ronn revealed a chal-
lenging personal truth to his listeners. He was
diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease over a
decade ago. He decided to go public after the
tragic death of Robin Williams who was diag-
nosed with Parkinson’s. Ronn hasn’t let his
symptoms get in the way of doing his job.

Recently he joked before surgery, “If | come
out and say, ‘you know, that Sarah Palin
would make a heckuva president,” we’ll know
something went wrong.” He meets the chal-
lenges of his disease with great courage and
humor.

Ronn started his radio career when analog
reel-to-reel tape recorders, cartridges and
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