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most active and successful community lead-
ers. His family has lost a loved one whose 
smile, caring and beaming optimism are now 
fond memories. Fred touched thousands of 
lives with his untiring efforts on behalf of indi-
viduals and civic organizations and through his 
work with local, state and national leaders. 
Few individuals in Florida have achieved the 
level and record of success in volunteer lead-
ership positions as this gentleman. 

Fred was born October 26, 1949 in Daytona 
Beach to Frederick Walter Leonhardt and 
Gaetane Wirtanen Leonhardt. Raised in 
Volusia County, Florida, he attended 
Seabreeze High School and went on to the 
University of Florida. That was when I first met 
Fred, during rush in his first few days on cam-
pus. During his college days, Fred was active 
in student affairs and he became Florida Delta 
Chi Fraternity President. He was honored with 
membership in Florida Blue Key and served in 
many student leadership positions. After grad-
uating with a Bachelors and then a Law De-
gree, Fred served our nation as a JAG officer 
in the United States Army. 

After marrying Vicki Cook, daughter of Tom 
and Gloria, and beginning his practice in Day-
tona Beach; the Leonhardts settled in Orlando 
in 1988 with their two children, Whitaker and 
Ashley. He joined GrayRobinson law firm in 
1992. Fred not only chaired the Daytona 
Beach Area Chamber of Commerce, but also 
the Greater Orlando Chamber of Commerce 
and State of Florida Chamber of Commerce. 

His list of civic, bar and community activities 
is almost unmatched by any citizen. Fred was 
an active member of the Central Florida Part-
nership, Floridians for Better Transportation, 
University of Central Florida Foundation, Tiger 
Bay Club of Central Florida, Leadership Flor-
ida, Volusia County United Way, the National 
Council of the Boy Scouts of America, Cele-
bration Health Foundation and served as a 
Trustee Emeritus for the University of Florida 
Law School. 

He is survived by Vicki Cook Leonhardt of 
Ponce Inlet; their children, Ashley Leonhardt 
Lee and her husband Kevin of Ormond Beach 
and Frederick Whitaker Leonhardt and his wife 
Amanda of Orlando; granddaughter Madison 
Grace Lee; and sister Germaine Leonhardt 
Moffett of Daytona Beach. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in recognizing the life, public serv-
ice and legacy of my friend and a great Amer-
ican, Fredrick Wayne Leonhardt. 
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TRIBUTE TO CAROL SPARR 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 20, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Carol 
Sparr of Red Oak, Iowa, for being inducted 
into the Iowa 4–H Hall of Fame during a cere-
mony at the Iowa State Fair. Inductees to the 
Hall of Fame must demonstrate dedication, 
encouragement, commitment and guidance to 
Iowa’s 4–H students throughout the years. 

Carol grew up in Rulo, Nebraska where she 
attended Peru State College. She and her 
husband, Ted, now reside in Red Oak, Iowa. 
Carol became involved in 4–H when her 
daughter Trasy joined the organization. For 35 

years Carol has served as the Food and Nutri-
tion Superintendent for the county fair and has 
helped oversee the annual bake sale. She 
now spends most of her free time volunteering 
in the community at Meals on Wheels, the 
Montgomery County Board of Health, and the 
First United Methodist Church of Red Oak. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud and congratulate 
Carol for earning this award. It is truly an 
honor to represent her, and Iowans like her, in 
the United States Congress. I urge my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in congratulating Carol 
for her numerous accomplishments in the 4– 
H community. I wish her nothing but continued 
success moving forward. 
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RECOGNIZING THE ARIZONA 
BRANCH OF THE INTER-
NATIONAL DYSLEXIA ASSOCIA-
TION 

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 20, 2015 

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Arizona Branch of the Inter-
national Dyslexia Association and the thou-
sands of Arizonans impacted by dyslexia. 

October is Dyslexia Awareness Month, a 
time to spread awareness and commit to en-
suring that Americans with dyslexia have the 
resources they need to succeed in the class-
room and in the workplace. 

According to the International Dyslexia As-
sociation, up to 20 percent of Americans expe-
rience symptoms of dyslexia. That’s one in 
five Americans—making dyslexia the most 
common learning disability in the United 
States. 

Dyslexia is a language-based learning dis-
ability, the symptoms of which can have a pro-
found effect on a person’s ability to read, 
write, and perform other language-related 
tasks. While dyslexia is a life-long condition, 
we know that—with the proper resources— 
people with dyslexia can manage their symp-
toms and succeed in school and in life. 

For over three decades, the Arizona Branch 
of the International Dyslexia Association has 
empowered Arizona families impacted by dys-
lexia, provided resources to educators, and 
fostered a community committed to the suc-
cess of Arizonans with learning disabilities. I 
am honored to recognize their courageous ef-
forts today. 

I am also committed to working with my fel-
low members of the Dyslexia Caucus, a bipar-
tisan group that supports education and career 
opportunities for people with dyslexia, and en-
sures that their voices are heard in Congress. 

By working together and forming strong 
partnerships with community leaders like the 
Arizona Branch of the International Dyslexia 
Association, we can ensure Americans im-
pacted by dyslexia have the resources nec-
essary to achieve their full potential. 

HONORING THE DEDICATED SERV-
ICE AND SELFLESS SACRIFICE 
OF SENIOR AIRMAN NATHAN C. 
SARTAIN 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 20, 2015 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with both profound sadness and deep grati-
tude that I rise to pay tribute to a fallen deco-
rated American hero. 

On October 2, 2015, Senior Airman Nathan 
C. Sartain, who was assigned to the United 
States Air Force 66th Security Forces Squad-
ron based out of Hanscom Air Force Base in 
Massachusetts, lost his life in a tragic C–130 
crash in Jalalabad, Afghanistan while de-
ployed with the 455th Expeditionary Security 
Forces Squadron and valiantly serving our Na-
tion in support of Operation Freedom’s Sen-
tinel. Senior Airman Sartain was 29 years old, 
but lived a lifetime marked by and full of serv-
ice. 

Born and raised in Pensacola, Florida, Sen-
ior Airman Sartain made the Northwest Florida 
community proud with his many achievements. 
He excelled at Pensacola High School where 
he was a member of the National Honor Soci-
ety and Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps, 
where he twice was named an outstanding 
cadet. Additionally, he was inducted into the 
Kitty Hawk Air Society’s Daniel L. ‘‘Chappie’’ 
James Chapter designed to encourage per-
sonal excellence and promote community 
service and was awarded the Air Force Ser-
geants’ Association medal in 2001. 

Answering the call of duty and following in 
his father’s footsteps of service, Senior Airman 
Sartain enlisted in the Air Force in 2013. Upon 
graduating from Basic Training and the Air 
Force Security Forces Academy Training, he 
served as an Installation Patrolman and mobi-
lized as a Fly Away Security Team member, 
a role in which his missions would take him 
across the globe standing guard in defense of 
our Nation. His awards include the Air Force 
Commendation Medal, Air Force Good Con-
duct Medal, National Defense Service Medal, 
Afghanistan Campaign Medal, and the Global 
War on Terrorism Service Medal. 

His life stands as a testament that freedom 
is not free, and as exemplified by his extraor-
dinary heroism, Senior Airman Sartain’s leg-
acy will echo in time as an example of the ulti-
mate sacrifice in the name of freedom. On be-
half of the Northwest Florida community and a 
grateful Nation, my wife, Vicki, joins me in 
praying that God is with Nathan’s wife, Lana; 
stepdaughter, Alexia; parents, Phillip and Jan-
ice; siblings, Jeremy, Heather and Dewayne; 
stepmother, Maralee; and all of the beloved 
family and friends he held so dear. We ask 
that God continue to bless them and the 
United States of America. 

f 

HONORING THE MINISTRY OF REV. 
DR. JAMES C. PERKINS 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 20, 2015 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
order to recognize the faith and service of 
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Rev. Dr. James C. Perkins of Detroit, Michi-
gan to the gospel ministry and its congregants 
for the last 41 years. My hometown of Lex-
ington, Kentucky has the distinguished honor 
to host Dr. Perkins as he preaches the gospel 
to three of our community’s churches. His 
words, written and spoken, have moved many 
throughout the country for four decades and 
will continue to do so for years to come. 

Over the course of the Fifth Annual Simulta-
neous Revival in Lexington, the Reverend will 
preach the gospel and speak words of com-
passion to the Sixth District of Kentucky’s own 
Shiloh Baptist Church, Antioch Missionary 
Baptist Church, and Imani Baptist Church. The 
event, hosted by the Interdenominational Pas-
toral Fellowship of Lexington and Vicinity, will 
spread the word of God and the enlightened 
message of peace and goodwill throughout 
the Commonwealth. 

Dr. Perkins has been recognized throughout 
this great country and around the world as a 
leader in civil rights issues and advocacy for 
those who face daily struggles, seeking to 
remedy earthly woes through faith, prayer, and 
the support of the ministry. The Reverend’s 
close relationship with many prominent groups 
and institutions such as the Council of Baptist 
Pastors of Detroit, Wiley College of Marshall, 
Texas, Morehouse School of Religion of At-
lanta, Georgia, and the National Council of 
Churches has spread the Lord’s word of good 
faith and love for our fellow man far and wide. 
In recognition of these good works, Dr. Per-
kins is a recipient of the Gandhi, King, Ikeda 
Community Builders Prize; an accolade be-
stowed by Morehouse College upon those 
who ardently pursue a life of work dedicated 
to the principle of constructing a world filled 
with dignity, freedom, and happiness for all 
people. 

The Reverend’s dedication to the gospel 
and preservation of the rights of Americans of 
all walks of life has been an inspiration to us 
all. On behalf of the residents of the Sixth 
Congressional District, I welcome him to Cen-
tral Kentucky. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DICK BERGSTROM 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 20, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Dick 
Bergstrom of Creston, Iowa, for being selected 
as a member of the Creston High School Hall 
of Fame. 

A Cedar Falls native, Dick played football at 
the University of Northern Iowa and was the 
head football coach for 33 years at Creston 
High School, during which he coached 17 
straight winning seasons and 10 playoff 
teams. He taught mathematics, health, and 
physical education during his time at CHS. 

Mr. Speaker, Dick’s efforts embody the Iowa 
spirit and I am honored to represent him, and 
Iowans like him, in the United States Con-
gress. I know that all of my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives will 
join me in congratulating Dick for his achieve-
ments and wish him nothing but continued 
success. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE PROTECT 
RIDERS OF METRORAIL PUBLIC 
TRANSPORTATION ACT OF 2015 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 20, 2015 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to intro-
duce the Protect Riders of Metrorail Public 
Transportation Act of 2015 (PROMPT Act). I 
am joined by Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland and 
Mrs. COMSTOCK of Virginia introducing this im-
portant piece of legislation that impacts our re-
spective jurisdictions. The bill permits the U.S. 
Department of Transportation (DOT) Secretary 
to administer State safety oversight activities 
for the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit 
Authority until the District of Columbia, Vir-
ginia, and Maryland develop a State safety 
oversight program certified by the Secretary. 
The bill also permits the DOT Secretary to use 
the existing safety oversight formula funds set 
aside for the State Safety Oversight agency 
for transit safety oversight. 

Following the catastrophic 2009 WMATA 
Metrorail accident that killed nine residents of 
the region, Congress gave the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) safety oversight authority 
for transit rail systems as part of the Moving 
Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act 
(MAP–21). MAP–21 directed FTA to create 
and implement a national public transportation 
safety plan, and gave FTA the authority to set 
and enforce minimum safety standards for 
transit rail systems. MAP–21 also gave FTA 
the authority to oversee state safety oversight 
programs for transit rail and provided $22 mil-
lion annually nationwide for formula grants to 
eligible state safety oversight programs. 

On January 12, 2015, smoke filled a Metro-
rail train near the L’Enfant Plaza Metro Station 
in Washington, DC, killing one passenger and 
injuring at least 84 passengers. The National 
Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) launched 
an investigation of the incident, examining the 
cause of the accident and expects to issue a 
final report early next year. NTSB is also in-
vestigating the Tri-State Oversight Committee 
(TOC), which was charged with supervising 
Metro’s rail safety oversight program, and the 
FTA, which has not yet issued any safety reg-
ulations nor created a national public transpor-
tation safety plan. 

Earlier this year, the FTA conducted a safe-
ty management inspection of WMATA’s rail 
and bus systems and audited the Tri-State 
Oversight Committee. FTA identified 78 cor-
rective actions for Metrorail to address 44 
safety findings and 13 corrective actions for 
Metrobus to address 10 safety findings. FTA’s 
audit of the TOC found significant gaps in 
safety oversight, with the TOC lacking en-
forcement authority and failing to meet MAP– 
21 legal and financial requirements. Among 
the FTA’s recommendations was that the juris-
dictions transition the TOC into the Metro 
Safety Commission, which was authorized by 
the DOT Secretary in February 2014. 

Following an August 6, 2015, derailment of 
a Metrorail train outside of the Smithsonian 
Metro Station, the NTSB issued an urgent rec-
ommendation to the DOT Secretary that Con-
gress amend 45 U.S.C. 1104(3) to list 
WMATA as a commuter authority, authorizing 
the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) to 
exercise regulatory oversight of WMATA Met-

rorail. On October 9, 2015, the DOT Secretary 
responded to the NTSB recommendation by 
directing the FTA itself to take over direct 
safety oversight from the TOC. DOT will have 
available resources from FTA and FRA to im-
plement direct safety oversight, which will in-
clude direct enforcement and investigation by 
FTA of WMATA Metrorail, and FTA will per-
form unannounced facility inspections and 
issuances of directives to address any safety 
inefficiencies. 

This bill codifies the DOT response to the 
NTSB recommendation and makes the fund-
ing that would go to the TOC available to DOT 
and FTA to carry out direct safety oversight. I 
believe WMATA Metrorail riders will be re-
lieved that the FTA will take direct oversight of 
Metrorail until the DOT Secretary certifies that 
a fully functioning Metro Safety Commission is 
up and running. 

I urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 275TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF TORRINGTON, CON-
NECTICUT 

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 20, 2015 

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to cele-
brate the 275th anniversary of Torrington, 
Connecticut. 

On Saturday, I had the honor of commemo-
rating the city’s 275th anniversary with local 
public officials and members of the commu-
nity. Gathered on the steps of City Hall, we 
marked this historic milestone, honored the 
city’s residents, and showcased the best of 
Torrington. The event hosts were the City of 
Torrington, the Warner Theatre, and the 
Torrington Historical Society. 

In October 1740, residents established a 
town government only five years after the first 
settler, Ebenezer Lyman Jr., came to 
Torrington. Within a few short years, the first 
church, meeting house, and main roads were 
built, and Torrington flourished. In the early 
19th century, Torrington industrialized. Several 
large brass mills opened, making the city a 
hub of production in the area. Over time, 
Torrington’s population grew to meet these 
new labor demands. Among these new inhab-
itants were a diverse group of immigrants, 
bringing with them cultures that would enrich 
Torrington’s commerce, art, and architecture. 

When our nation was embroiled in the Sec-
ond World War, Torrington put its industrial 
muscle behind the war effort. The city pro-
duced vital materials for our troops and con-
tributed to victory. Manufacturing continues to 
be a substantial industry in Torrington. Many 
of these companies have called Torrington 
home for decades, while others have found 
the city recently and discovered that it is an 
ideal location. 

Today, Torrington is a thriving, vibrant com-
munity. It has set an example for what a city 
can do when residents work together with a vi-
sion for the future. The city boasts cultural at-
tractions that bring visitors from near and far 
to see all that Torrington has to offer. 

I am honored to represent the City of 
Torrington in the United States Congress. I 
would like to thank Torrington’s Municipal His-
torian Ken Buckbee and the Torrington 275 
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