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Reverend A.J. Turner, and Reverend A.J. 
Green. 

From 1918 to 1972, the six pastors who led 
the church included Reverend S.A. Adamson, 
Reverend C.C. Terry, Reverend G.W. Sims, 
Reverend J.P. Madison, Reverend B.O. Phil-
lips, and Reverend R.L. Thompson. 

In March 1973, Reverend Elijah Jackson, Jr. 
was called to lead the flock and in April 1974, 
the Wehadkee Missionary Baptist Church was 
incorporated. In October of that same year, 
Reverend Jackson presided over the church’s 
first centennial celebration. 

For the past 42 years, Reverend Jackson 
has led the congregation with distinction as 
the longest serving Pastor of the church. His 
spouse, First Lady Farris Jackson, plays an 
important role in his ministry. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly join President 
Obama in celebrating the 141st anniversary of 
the Wehadkee Missionary Baptist Church. 

I am pleased to join in celebrating 
your 141st anniversary. 

Throughout our Nation’s history, 
places of worship have brought us to-
gether in the spirit of faith and love. 
Offering space for celebration in times 
of joy and comfort in times of uncer-
tainty, they help foster a strong sense 
of community and call on us to meet 
life’s most sacred responsibility—to 
give of ourselves in service to others. 

As you mark this special milestone, I 
hope you take pride in your commu-
nity’s commitment to faith. May the 
years ahead be filled with continued 
blessings. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, August 28, 2015. 
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OCTAVIA GEE—BEST IN THE 
WORLD 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, October 7, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate nine year old Octavia Gee from 
Sugar Land, Texas for setting a world shot put 
record. 

Octavia, a student at Settler Way Elemen-
tary, recently competed at the Texas Vs. The 
World All Comers Meet with the goal of setting 
a world record in the nine-year-old division 
with an 8.8-pound shot put. If Octavia was 
nervous, she didn’t show it, blasting the old 
record with a throw of 7.28 meters. Even bet-
ter—she broke the world record on her mom’s 
birthday. Octavia made her family, friends, and 
community proud. We look forward to seeing 
her set more records. We’ll definitely see 
Octavia in future Olympic games. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations to 
Octavia for setting a world shot put record. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE NATIONAL COLLE-
GIATE HONORS COUNCIL 

HON. MARK TAKANO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, October 7, 2015 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, for 50 years the 
National Collegiate Honors Council has been 

enriching the lives and education of honors 
program students around the country. I rise 
today to congratulate them on this historic ac-
complishment. Serving over 325,000 honors 
students at 800 colleges and universities, the 
NCHC is dedicated to excellence in education 
in diverse subject and curriculum areas. 

I would like to further honor the University of 
California, Riverside, in my home district. 
Since 1988 the University of California, River-
side has provided a world-class honors edu-
cation to its students. 

Founded on the principle of strengthening 
the involvement of faculty in undergraduate 
teaching and, through doing so, improve the 
quality of undergraduate education, the Uni-
versity of California, Riverside’s honors pro-
gram has produced significant results. 

With their four-year honors program, the 
University has a program that provides intel-
lectual growth, personal development, and so-
cial responsibility, at its core. The four-year 
honors program provides guidance and prepa-
ration to students, and allows entry portals to 
select students who demonstrated academic 
excellence, interest in research, or creative ac-
tivities, that led to a senior thesis project. 

The robust honors program at The Univer-
sity of California, Riverside has proven to be 
at the pinnacle of education creating the glob-
al citizens of today and tomorrow. 
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TRIBUTE TO CLEMENCIA SPIZIRRI 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 7, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate 
Clemencia Spizirri for being named Iowa’s 
Teacher of the Year by the Iowa Department 
of Education. 

Established in 1958, the Iowa Teacher of 
the Year Award recognizes one teacher each 
year who displays the ability to motivate, chal-
lenge and inspire their students. They must be 
someone who is respected by their peers and 
students. The Teacher of the Year must be 
able to think outside the box and have a posi-
tive influence on their students, not only inside 
the classroom but also outside the classroom. 

Clemencia is a shining example of all the 
qualities this award represents. She has dedi-
cated her career to bettering the lives of her 
students through effective teaching techniques 
and a determination to provide high quality 
education for each and every one of her stu-
dents. It is clear that Clemencia is uniquely 
qualified and deserving of this prestigious 
award. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud and congratulate 
Clemencia for receiving this award and for her 
role in molding the leaders of our future gen-
erations. Her hard work and dedication truly 
embodies our Iowa values, and I am proud to 
represent her in the United States Congress. 
I know that my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives will join me in con-
gratulating Clemencia and in wishing her noth-
ing but the best moving forward. 

RECOGNIZING FLORIDA’S 16TH 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT FIRE 
AND RESCUE AND EMS PER-
SONNEL 

HON. VERN BUCHANAN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 7, 2015 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize fire and rescue and EMS per-
sonnel who have provided distinguished serv-
ice to the people of Florida’s 16th Congres-
sional District. 

As first responders, fire departments and 
emergency medical service teams are sum-
moned on short notice to serve their respec-
tive communities. Oftentimes, they arrive at 
scenes of great adversity and trauma, to 
which they reliably bring strength and 
composure. These brave men and women 
spend hundreds of hours in training so that 
they are prepared when they get ‘‘the call.’’ 

In 2012, I established the 16th District Con-
gressional Fire and Rescue and EMS Awards 
to honor officers, departments, and units for 
outstanding achievement. 

On behalf of the people of Florida’s 16th 
District, it is my privilege to congratulate the 
following winners, who were selected this year 
by an independent committee comprised of a 
cross section of current and retired fire and 
rescue personnel living in the district. 

Firefighter/EMT Michael Dunn of the Cedar 
Hammock Fire Rescue was chosen to receive 
the Preservation of Life Award. 

Lt. Don Rossow of the Englewood Area Fire 
Control District was chosen to receive the 
Dedication and Professionalism Award. 

District Chief/Paramedic Robin Thayer of 
the Manatee County Emergency Medical Serv-
ices was chosen to receive the Career Service 
Award. 

Lt. Jason Wilkins, Lt. Jamie Mann, Fire-
fighter/EMT Nicholas Jones, Firefighter/Para-
medic Sean Sponable and Firefighter/EMT 
Clayton Huber were chosen to receive the 
Unit Citation Award. 

Deputy Chief Brett Pollock of the West Man-
atee Fire and Rescue was chosen to receive 
the Career Service Award. 

Fire Investigator/Inspector Larry Betts of the 
Southern Manatee Fire and Rescue District 
was chosen to receive the Dedication and 
Professionalism Award. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF GREGORY THOMAS 
ALIA 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 7, 2015 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, tragically Forest Acres, South Carolina, Po-
lice Officer Gregory Thomas Alia was killed 
Wednesday, September 30th at Richland 
Fashion Mall in the line of duty protecting the 
people of his community. There was an out-
pouring of love and appreciation for his serv-
ices. The following obituary is from The State 
on October 2nd. 

Columbia—A Mass of Christian burial for 
Officer Gregory Thomas Alia, 32, will be held 
at 11 a.m. Saturday, October 3, 2015, at St. 
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Joseph Catholic Church. Final Commenda-
tion and Farewell Prayers will be in St. 
Peter’s Cemetery. The family will receive 
friends from 6 until 8.00 p.m. Friday, October 
2, 2015, at Dunbar Funeral home, Devine 
Street Chapel. 

Officer Alia died in the line of duty 
Wednesday, September 30, 2015. Born in Co-
lumbia, he was the son of Dr. Richard Thom-
as Alia and Mary Alexis Wade Alia. He was 
a graduate of Richland Northeast High 
School and the University of South Carolina 
with degrees in Criminal Justice and Media 
Arts. He was a founding father of Phi Sigma 
Kappa Gamma Triton Chapter. Officer Alia 
was with the Forest Acres Police Depart-
ment for seven years. He was an Eagle Scout 
and a member of the St. Joseph Catholic 
Church. 

Surviving are his wife, Kassandra Kugler 
‘‘Kassy’’ Alia; son Salvatore David Alia; and 
his parents; sisters, Christine A. Corbly 
(Brett) of Indian Land, Rebecca Mesnil 
(Pierre) of Columbia; a niece, Madeleine; fa-
ther-in-law and mother-in-law, David and 
Carol Ann Kugler; sisters-in-laws, Kristina 
Persinger (Brian), Knatalia Kugler, Kara 
Kugler; and numerous aunts, uncles and 
cousins. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made 
to the Greg Alia Memorial Fund at 
www.gofundme.com/rw5b9wbc. Please sign 
the online guestbook at 
www.dunbarfunerals.com. 

The State further published a thoughtful 
front page article by Avery G. Wilkes on Octo-
ber 4th reflecting the love and affection for the 
Alia family as headlined Officer was ‘strong 
and brave, selfless’. 

Hundreds gathered Saturday at St. Joseph 
Catholic Church and Elmwood Cemetery to 
mourn the death and celebrate the life of 
Forest Acres police officer Greg Alia. 

Alia, 32, a seven-year veteran of the Forest 
Acres Police Department, was shot and 
killed Wednesday morning by a suspect in 
Richland Mall. His funeral Mass and burial 
services were crowded with police officers 
and law enforcement officials, including For-
est Acres Police Chief Gene Sealy, Richland 
County Sheriff Leon Lott and S.C. Attorney 
General Alan Wilson. 

Some mourners who packed into the down-
town Columbia church, including police from 
departments across South Carolina, wore 
blue ribbons in support of police. 

Alia on Saturday was recalled as a gentle 
patient protector who sought to serve others 
before himself. 

Christine Corbly, one of Alia’s sisters who 
spoke at the funeral Mass, said Alia’s over-
whelming love and happiness were evident in 
the way he treated his family, friends and 
those he protected as a police officer. 

‘‘This is not the first time my brother 
rushed into danger, and if things had been 
different it wouldn’t have been the last,’’ 
Corbly said. 

‘‘This is not what made my brother a hero. 
What made my brother a hero was that every 
day he got up, put on his uniform, loved his 
family, loved his son, loved his wife, was full 
of commitment and happiness and content-
ment that he poured into everything he did. 

‘‘He gave it his all.’’ 
Corbly, who is older than Alia, said she 

used to read to him stories about heroes, 
warriors and adventure when they were kids. 
She said Alia wasn’t usually drawn to the 
main character, preferring the sidekicks in-
stead for their loyalty, selflessness and sac-
rifice. 

‘‘It seems that is the man he tried to be-
come—strong and brave, selfless,’’ Corbly 
said. 

‘‘Never the star, never the center, but rath-
er the one who sacrificed himself so the hero 
could escape and save the day.’’ 

Monsignor Richard Harris, who delivered 
the homily at the funeral Mass, said Alia al-
ways looked for the good in others and that 
even when there wasn’t much good to find, 
he was still patient and understanding. 

‘‘We will miss Gregory Alia—his voice, a 
touch, a smile, and a presence that will be 
longed for in the weeks, months and years to 
come,’’ Harris said. ‘‘And there is the wish to 
say just one more, ‘I love you.’ ’’ 

Corbly thanked those in attendance for the 
outpouring of support the family has re-
ceived over the past few days, most of all the 
memories of her brother that friends shared 
with them. 

A GoFundMe set up by Alia’s Phi Sigma 
Kappa fraternity brothers at the University 
of South Carolina had raised nearly 3500 do-
nations, amounting to nearly $175,000, as of 
Saturday afternoon. 

That support also was visible on the way to 
Alia’s burial service, said Chris Scott, who 
grew up with Alia in Forest Acres and went 
to USC and then California with him before 
he came back to South Carolina to become a 
police officer. 

Officers and others lined the streets 
throughout Columbia, the officers saluting 
the funeral procession as it drove from St. 
Joseph’s on Devine Street to the cemetery 
on Elmwood Avenue. 

‘‘It blew me away,’’ Scott said. 
‘‘There were officers at every corner. They 

saluted every time. 
‘‘Outside of every shop on the way, there 

were people standing there.’’ 
Scott said the driver of the hearse he rode 

said that in the more than 1,800 funerals he 
had worked, he had never seen anything like 
that. 

‘‘To see this tidal wave of support and peo-
ple that Greg knew and touched—he was the 
most magnetic, charming guy.’’ Scott said. 
‘‘I think his greatest super-power was he 
could not just make friends, but he could 
bring people together and form groups of 
friends and then bring them together.’’ 

‘‘I know hundreds of people here, all 
through Greg, and every single one of them 
has an amazing incredible story.’’ 

A PERSONAL APPRECIATION OF GREG 

The Wilson family has a personal apprecia-
tion of Greg as in 1999, I joined my third son 
Julian Wilson accompanying Greg on a trek to 
the Philmont Scout Ranch at Cimmaron, New 
Mexico, with Greg’s Scout leaders being John 
Graham, Jim Flynn, Vincent VanBrunt, and 
Dave Cartledge, Scoutmaster of Troop 100 at 
St. Joseph Catholic Church of Columbia, 
South Carolina. Our oldest son Alan Wilson 
was grateful for Greg’s volunteering to put up 
campaign signs in Alan’s successful campaign 
for State Attorney General. And a dear family 
friend Adam Piper was fortunate to be a Phi 
Sigma Kappa Fraternity brother at the Univer-
sity of South Carolina. 
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LOCAL ARTIST WINS BIG 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 7, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Lauren Luna for winning Best in 
Show at the Pearland Arts League Show. 

Lauren’s winning painting is called Late 
Nights (Burgundy St.) and is based on a pic-
ture she took last year in New Orleans. Ms. 
Luna is active in our local art community and 
shares her passion for art as an art teacher at 
Mark Twain Elementary in Alvin, Texas. She is 
a true inspiration to her students by not only 
teaching them about the importance of art, but 
also showing them that they can follow their 
dreams. Ms. Luna’s students share her suc-
cess and also encourage her to never give up. 
The Alvin community is proud of Lauren’s tal-
ents both as an artist and teacher. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Lauren Luna for winning Best in Show. 
Your beautiful art is truly inspiring. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JUDGE JAMES 
PROUD 

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 7, 2015 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Judge James Proud, who is 
completing his service on the Delaware Coun-
ty Court of Common Pleas. 

Judge Proud began his service to our coun-
try in 1968 when he entered the United States 
Army. Judge Proud soon entered the U.S. 
Army Engineer Officer Candidate School 
where he completed the program as a Distin-
guished Military Graduate, finishing first in his 
class among 55 other candidates. 

Following his military service, Judge Proud 
received his law degree from Villanova Univer-
sity and continued to serve southeastern 
Pennsylvania when he was appointed as a 
Judge of the Delaware County Court of Com-
mon Pleas in 1996 by Governor Ridge. He 
served with honor and integrity, earning re-
spect among his colleagues and others in the 
law enforcement and legal communities. 
Judge Proud also gave back to his community 
through his support for the Delaware County 
Chamber of Commerce, the Community De-
velopment Committee, and the Delaware 
County Emergency Food and Shelter Pro-
gram. 

Mr. Speaker, Judge Proud has dedicated 
his life to serving his community and his coun-
try, and he leaves the bench with the con-
tinuing gratitude of his friends and neighbors. 
I thank him for his service and wish him the 
best in retirement. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 7, 2015 

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, last week I 
missed several roll call votes due to weather. 
I wish to state how I would have voted had I 
been present: 

Roll Call No. 534—Yes 
Roll Call No. 535—Yes 
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