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104TH COMMEMORATION OF 
TAIWAN’S NATIONAL DAY 

HON. STEVE KING 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 7, 2015 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, as Taiwan 
approaches the 104th commemoration of the 
National Day of the Republic of China next 
October 10th, it is important that we remember 
a few key points. First, the Republic of China, 
Taiwan is an extraordinary friend and ally of 
the United States. This year we commemorate 
the 70th anniversary of the allied victory in 
World War II. We must not forget the critical 
contribution of the Republic of China to free-
dom’s victory over the forces of fascist tyr-
anny. Second, Mr. Speaker, Taiwan deserves 
to be commended for having consolidated its 
representative democracy in an extremely 
challenging regional environment. Finally, peo-
ple of Taiwan are hard-working and admirable. 

The current framework of U.S.-Taiwan rela-
tions has developed successfully in large part 
to the passage of the Taiwan Relations Act in 
1979. The United States has sold defensive 
arms to Taiwan, allowing it to remain a re-
spected force in the region. It is extremely im-
portant that the transfer of sophisticated de-
fensive weapons such as Perry Class Naval 
vessels and other weaponry supported in the 
National Defense Authorization Act, take place 
soon. 

The government of Taiwan has set forth a 
noteworthy peace-seeking agenda in recent 
years, and it has accomplished a remarkable 
reduction in cross-strait tensions. History will 
certainly note President Ma Ying-jeou’s East 
China Sea Peace Initiative and South China 
Sea Peace Initiative with deep admiration for 
these wise and responsible proposed solutions 
to critically important regional challenges. 

f 

PROVISO EAST CLASS OF 1975— 
40TH YEAR REUNION 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 7, 2015 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I take this opportunity to commend and 
congratulate the Proviso East Class of 1975 
on their 40th year reunion. As all of us know, 
we can take great engagement to make use of 
the lessons learned and skills developed while 
students at Proviso East. 

The Class of 1975 can be proud of the her-
itage, accomplishments and proud of what 
being a Pirate has meant. The Class of 1975 
can have pride in the accomplishments of the 
Proviso East graduates who left a great school 
well prepared to confront the challenges of ev-
eryday life. The families have been and con-
tinue to be role models of excellence and 
community engagement. 

Best wishes and good luck to the Proviso 
East Class of 1975. 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF THE 
FRESNO EOC 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 7, 2015 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the service of the Fresno County Eco-
nomic Opportunities Commission as they cele-
brate 50 years of dedicated service to Fresno 
County. Fresno EOC has spent five decades 
investing in people and assisting them in be-
coming self-sufficient. Further this agency ad-
ministers numerous human services and eco-
nomic development programs. These pro-
grams include pre-school education, voca-
tional training, juvenile and drug abuse coun-
seling, treatment for serious juvenile offenders, 
youth recreation, and senior citizen hot meal 
services to name a few. 

As one of the largest and most effective 
poverty fighting organizations in the country, 
Fresno EOC has touched the lives of more 
than 145,000 residents of Fresno County. 
Through programs that make real measurable 
differences, Fresno EOC continues to give 
families the immediate help they need and the 
long-term support that allows them to build 
better lives. 

When Congress passed the Economic Op-
portunity Act of 1964, the goal was to obtain 
equality of opportunity in education, employ-
ment, health and living conditions for every 
American in our Country and Fresno EOC has 
done an exemplary job of accomplishing these 
goals. Over the past 5 decades, Fresno EOC 
has made countless contributions to our city 
and the entire San Joaquin Valley. From pro-
grams ranging from Head Start, to the Local 
Conservation Corps, and Fresno CDFI, Fresno 
EOC has done so much to make our commu-
nity a better place. 

The results of these programs have allowed 
local organizations like Fresno EOC to lever-
age nearly $2.20 in private capital from every 
dollar that the federal government invests in 
Community Service Block Grant (CSBG). 90 
percent of CSBG funds go directly to local 
communities to provide critical services such 
as child care, job training, housing, and finan-
cial education that improve self-sufficiency. 

Fresno EOC employs over 1,300 full and 
part time staff members committed to trans-
forming lives. With over 30 programs to serve 
the community, they bridge the gaps with al-
most every aspect of the underserved popu-
lation. There are more than 1,100 Community 
Action Agencies across the nation offering 
services every year in 99 percent of U.S. 
counties. These agencies serve 16 million low- 
income individuals, primarily members of 
working families and seniors, and in Fresno 
we are lucky to have one of the largest Com-
munity Action Agencies in the nation. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that I 
ask my colleagues in the House of Represent-
atives to join me as we celebrate Fresno 
EOC’s 50th year of improving economic op-
portunities and empowering individuals in the 
San Joaquin Valley. This agency is making a 

difference and creating better opportunities for 
our future generations. 

f 

CELEBRATING TAIWAN’S 104TH 
NATIONAL DAY 

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 7, 2015 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, on Octo-
ber 10, Taiwan’s 104th National Day will be 
celebrated, marking the anniversary of the Re-
public of China’s founding. For many years, 
Taiwan has been a strong ally of the United 
States, one which shares our interests and 
values, including an enduring commitment to 
democracy and the freedom of expression. 
Approximately one hundred miles from com-
munist China, Taiwan is a beacon of freedom 
in the Pacific, serving as an inspiration for the 
world’s oppressed and as a model for future 
democratic transitions. 

As we celebrate Taiwan’s 104th National 
Day, we must also think about how we can 
strengthen the U.S.-Taiwan alliance. Taiwan is 
increasingly under pressure from an aggres-
sive China that is attempting to assert its 
dominance in the Pacific and it is crucial that 
the United States provides the kind of assist-
ance—politically, militarily, and economically— 
that will allow Taiwan to resist any type of Chi-
nese coercion. China’s military buildup, con-
struction of artificial islands, and territorial 
claims, has greatly escalated tensions in the 
Asia-Pacific and the risk of conflict with Tai-
wan. Taiwan’s recent successful efforts to re-
duce tensions in the Asia-Pacific can be used 
as a model to find further peaceful solutions in 
maritime Asia. 

In order to assist Taiwan, the United States 
should ensure its meaningful participation in 
international organizations and entities that it 
has expressed an interest in participating, in-
cluding at the United Nations. The United 
States should also help Taiwan upgrade its air 
force and its navy, including assisting in the 
procurement of diesel-electric submarines, so 
that Taiwan has the capacity to deter Chinese 
aggression and act as a force for peace and 
stability in the region. The United States 
should also be economically assisting Taiwan, 
our 10th largest trading partner, in order to 
help it resist China’s economic pressure. By 
strengthening U.S.-Taiwan trade ties, we can 
give Taiwan the economic and political flexi-
bility it needs to diversify, reduce its reliance 
on China, and resist Chinese intimidation. 

Taiwan is a vibrant democratic partner and 
ally that the United States cannot afford to ne-
glect. We must remember that not only is the 
Taiwan Relations Act the law of the land in the 
United States but, together with President 
Reagan’s Six Assurances, forms the corner-
stone of U.S.-Taiwan relations. As Taiwanese 
all around the world celebrate Taiwan’s Na-
tional Day, we here in the United States stand 
with our ally, ready to ensure we are sup-
porting her and its people to the best of our 
ability. Happy Double Tenth Day. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF CATHERINE R. 

O’DONNELL, ESQ., RECIPIENT OF 
THE WILKES-BARRE LAW & LI-
BRARY ASSOCIATION PRESI-
DENT’S AWARD 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 7, 2015 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Catherine R. O’Donnell, Esq., 
who was selected for the President’s Award 
by the Wilkes-Barre Law & Library Associa-
tion. The President’s Award honors attorneys 
who display exemplary professionalism, integ-
rity, and ethics throughout his or her legal ca-
reer. It is the highest award that the Wilkes- 
Barre Law & Library Association bestows. 

Cathy has been practicing law for over 25 
years. She graduated cum laude from the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh with a joint degree in 
business and economics and a minor in his-
tory. In 1987, Cathy received her Juris Doctor 
and Master of Business degrees from the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh. She is a member of the 
Pennsylvania and District of Columbia Bar. In 
addition, Cathy is a member of The American 
Association for Justice and the Pennsylvania 
Association for Justice. 

In October of 2000, Governor Thomas 
Ridge appointed Cathy as a District Justice. 
Unanimously confirmed by the Pennsylvania 
Senate, Cathy honorably served our state until 
January 2002. Today, Cathy practices estate 
planning and administration at the O’Donnell 
Law Offices. Her skill and knowledge as a 
lawyer has earned her recognition as a Penn-
sylvania Super Lawyer, ALM Top-Rated Trusts 
and Estates Lawyer, Martindale-Hubbell’s Bar 
Register of Preeminent Women Lawyers and 
Martindale-Hubbell’s AV Preeminent Rating 
from 2002–2015. In 2015, she was named 
one of Rue Rating’s Best Attorneys of Amer-
ica. 

Cathy remains an active member of her 
local community. Cathy is a past president of 
the Parent’s Associates of Wyoming Valley 
Montessori School and the Lower and Upper 
Schools of Wyoming Seminary. She is also a 
past president of the pastoral council of the 
former St. Therese’s Church in Wilkes-Barre. 
She is a current member of the Orphans’ 
Court Practice Committee and current Chair of 
the Religious Outreach Committee of the 
Wilkes-Barre Law Library Association. Cathy is 
a board member of Junior Leadership of 
Wilkes-Barre, a member of the United Way 
Cabinet, and a board member for Dress for 
Success of Luzerne County. 

It is an honor to recognize Cathy O’Donnell 
for her many accomplishments, and I extend 
Cathy my congratulations for being awarded 
the Wilkes-Barre Law & Library Association 
President’s Award. I commend Cathy for her 
service to our community. 

f 

HONORING MR. TERRANCE KELLY 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 7, 2015 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
Mr. Terrance Kelly for his extraordinary con-

tributions to the music industry and to the faith 
community. Mr. Kelly is currently the Artistic 
Director of the Oakland Interfaith Gospel 
Choir, where he leads over 100 rehearsals 
and 50 performances annually. 

Mr. Kelly graduated from the Texas South-
ern University with a Bachelor of Arts in Busi-
ness Management. He went on to study at 
Holy Names University with a focus on Vocal 
Performance. Mr. Kelly began his career work-
ing with Jazz Camp West as Choir Director 
and Voice Teacher. 

During his time with Jazz Camp West, Mr. 
Kelly led the popular All Camp Gospel Choir, 
helping select the songs, instruct the band, 
and lead performances. His dedication to 
music also led Mr. Kelly to begin working with 
Imani Community Church, where he is cur-
rently Minister of Magnification. Mr. Kelly co-
ordinates all musical presentations for the 
church, as well as leading many different 
choirs. He also facilitates the Imani Ya 
Watume liturgical dancers. 

Additionally, Mr. Kelly serves as Artistic Di-
rector of the Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir. 
He has composed and arranged music for the 
Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir, the Oakland 
Interfaith Youth Choir, and the Oakland Inter-
faith Community Choir. The incredible works 
of music he has worked on have inspired and 
moved audiences throughout the Bay Area, 
California, and the world. 

In his long career in music and faith, Mr. 
Kelly received many honors. Most recently, 
Mr. Kelly taught workshops about gospel 
music at the International Gospel Music Acad-
emy of Denmark. His musical talent has been 
recognized by many influential people, such 
as Tramaine Hawkins, MC Hammer, John Lee 
Hooker, and Former President Jimmy Carter. 
He has received an Emmy Award for his cho-
ral arrangement of PSA for KGO–TV, as well 
as 2 Gospel Academy Awards for Outstanding 
Director of the Year and Excellence in Choral 
Music. The San Francisco Opera had the op-
portunity to work with Mr. Kelly in their ren-
dition of Moby Dick in 2012. 

Mr. Kelly has also mentored students of 
music, many of whom have gone on to attend 
schools such as the Berklee School of Music, 
Howard University, and Walt Disney’s Cali-
fornia Institute of the Arts. Throughout his pro-
lific career, Mr. Kelly has impacted the lives of 
musicians and fans alike, throughout the Bay 
Area and the world. 

On behalf of the residents of California’s 
13th Congressional District, Mr. Terrance 
Kelly, I salute him. I thank him for a lifetime of 
service and congratulate him on his many 
achievements. I wish him success as he con-
tinues to serve the residents of the East Bay. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RANDY NEUGEBAUER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 7, 2015 

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, I was not 
able to be present for a series of votes on 
June 2, 2015, July 10, 2015 and September 
10, 2015. 

Had I been present, I would have voted: 
Roll Call Vote Number 268 on June 2nd, 

Agreeing to Rule for THUD and CJS Appro-
priations, I would have voted aye. 

Roll Call Vote Number 269 on June 2nd, 
Approving the Journal, I would have voted 
aye. 

Roll Call Vote Number 431 on July 10th, 
Agreeing to Brat Amendment to H.R. 6, 21st 
Century Cures Act, I would have voted aye. 

Roll Call Vote Number 432 on July 10th, 
Agreeing to Lee Amendment to H.R. 6, 21st 
Century Cures Act, I would have voted nay. 

Roll Call Vote Number 491 on September 
10th, Providing for consideration of H. Res. 
411, I would have voted aye. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ORATORY PRE-
PARATORY FOR BEING NAMED A 
BLUE RIBBON SCHOOL BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

HON. LEONARD LANCE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 7, 2015 

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Oratory Prep School of Summit, 
New Jersey for being named a Blue Ribbon 
School by the United States Department of 
Education. 

The National Blue Ribbon Schools award 
honors public and private elementary, middle 
and high schools where students perform at 
very high levels or where significant improve-
ments are being made in students’ levels of 
achievement. Oratory Prep was cited as an 
‘‘Exemplary High Performing’’ school, as 
measured by state assessments and national 
tests. This recognition is a testament to the 
outstanding work and dedication of the faculty 
and staff, as well as the efforts and successes 
of the students in creating a safe and wel-
coming school where students master chal-
lenging content. 

The curriculum at Oratory Prep has pre-
pared students to attend some of the finest 
universities in the Nation and the extra-
curricular activities, electives, leadership train-
ing and guest speakers offer students a wide 
array of academic experiences. Oratory Prep’s 
athletic program continues to grow as well, 
both in scope and success. 

This is a prestigious award to receive and 
Oratory Prep is a proud example of academic 
excellence and worthy of this national distinc-
tion. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. EVAN H. JENKINS 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 7, 2015 

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
on roll call no. 534, due to an in-district event 
announcing new funding for displaced coal 
miners and their families to pay for job retrain-
ing and educational opportunities, I was un-
able to cast my vote on this bill. Had I been 
present, I would have voted yea. 
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