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pursuing nursing and social services degrees. 
Above all, the Bayshore Senior Health, Edu-
cation and Recreation Center aims to provide 
a sense of fellowship in a safe, welcoming en-
vironment. 

Since its inception, the Bayshore Senior 
Health, Education and Recreation Center has 
continued to grow and transform to meet the 
changing needs of its members. Its current lo-
cation was recently expanded and renovated 
to include individual rooms dedicated to par-
ticular activities, including a computer lab and 
craft room, a community room and an upstairs 
hall that can be rented out for special func-
tions. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating the Bayshore Senior Health, 
Education and Recreation Center on its 40th 
anniversary and thanking its staff and mem-
bers for their extraordinary service to the com-
munity. 

f 

HONORING ANGIE GATES 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 29, 2015 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the work of Angie Gates a com-
munity organizer and one of my district’s 2015 
Woman of the year. 

Whereas, on the Twenty-Second Day of 
September, of the Year Two Thousand and 
Fifteen, Angie Gates was recognized as a 
2015 Woman of the year. 

Whereas, Angie Gates is inspired by the 
people she serves through her volunteerism. 
‘‘After the floods, I saw the good in people,’’ 
explained Angie. ‘‘It made me proud to call 
Yuba County my home.’’ 

Whereas, Angie has been a community or-
ganizer and volunteer in Yuba County for over 
20 years. She spearheaded ‘So You Can’, a 
canned food drive and a critical networking 
agency. Originally designed to serve 
Olivehurst, the networking agency has ex-
panded to include Linda, Arboga, Plumas 
Lake, and Marysville. 

Whereas, hundreds of local families are 
helped each year by the organizations and an-
nual events Angie provides leadership for, 
such as Olivehurst’s Christmas Parade and 
Car Show, Marysville Boots and Brews, Oper-
ation Turkey Swap, Holiday Dinner and Toy 
Drive, Olivehurst Little League, Marysville 
Kiwanis, Yuba County Senior Center, and 
Duke Memorial Foundation. 

Whereas, beyond providing food for the 
hungry and conducting toy drives during the 
holidays for low income families, Angie is pas-
sionate about creating positive family events 
that promote a sense of community wellbeing 
so that people feel good about where they 
live. 

Whereas, what keeps Angie motivated are 
the smiles that she sees on the faces of many 
who return to say, ‘‘Thank you for helping our 
family out last year. Now that we are back on 
our feet, what can we do to help someone 
else this year?’’ 

Resolved, That I Congressman JOHN 
GARAMENDI of California’s Third Congressional 
District, do hereby recognize and celebrate the 
accomplishments of Angie Gates. 

FOUR U.S. AVIATORS FROM THE 
GREAT WORLD WAR I 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 29, 2015 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 100 years 
ago, the United States came—not for the last 
time—to the free world’s aid, as Europe de-
scended into a bloody war that would ulti-
mately end the Age of Empires. Much has 
been written about the First World War, its im-
pact on subsequent history, and the future tra-
jectory of the Western world. But what are 
often forgotten are the stories and sacrifices of 
brave individuals. 

According to Blaine Pardoe’s ‘‘Terror of the 
Autumn Skies,’’ the average life expectancy of 
a new United States WWI pilot was just 19 
days. These four men defied the odds and 
boldly fought their way through the war. These 
men deserve special tribute. They are all 
young Americans who came to the aid of our 
allies and helped make the world more secure 
and prosperous. 

All four were recipients of the Congressional 
Medal of Honor, our Nation’s highest military 
honor, and yet they are not household names. 
That is unfortunate. 

We must remember our warriors from 100 
years ago because the greatest tragedy of war 
is to be forgotten. 

FIRST LIEUTENANT FRANK LUKE, JR. 
Known as the ‘‘Arizona Balloon Buster,’’ 

Lieutenant Luke was born into a family of nine 
siblings in Phoenix, growing up a keen sports-
man and bare-knuckle boxer—a pursuit that 
would help prepare him for the fight to come. 
Lt. Luke enlisted in the Aviation Section of the 
U.S. Signal Corps in 1917 and received his 
training in the Great State of Texas before 
being deployed to the Western Front. Perhaps 
reflecting his childhood sports prowess, Lt. 
Luke went on to become one of an elite num-
ber of ‘‘fighter aces,’’ and in September 1918, 
he successfully completed a record personal 
campaign against German observation bal-
loons and aircraft, earning him his nickname. 
He died in combat on 29 September 1918. He 
was 21. 

CAPTAIN EDWARD V. RICKENBACKER 
Eddie Rickenbacker always had a knack for 

driving. He competed in the Indianapolis 500 
four times as a racecar driver before becom-
ing America’s most successful WWI fighter 
ace. Born in Ohio to Swiss-German parents, 
Captain Rickenbacker had a personal connec-
tion to the turmoil engulfing Europe and even 
tried to join the Allied cause before the United 
States entered the war. With 26 aerial vic-
tories to his name, Captain Rickenbacker is 
widely considered one of the most accom-
plished military aviators of his generation. He 
was also one of the hardest-working, clocking 
up a total of 300 combat hours. Rickenbacker 
was lucky enough to return home after the war 
and went on to become an airline executive 
and advisor to the U.S. Air Force effort in 
WWII. He died in Columbus in 1973 aged 82. 

CHIEF MACHINIST’S MATE FRANCIS E. ORMSBEE, JR. 
Born and raised in Rhode Island, Frank 

Ormsbee, Jr., was not even yet a pilot when 
he conducted the brave rescue attempt that 
would earn him a Congressional Medal of 
Honor. After being motivated as a patriot to 

enlist in the Navy in 1917, the following year, 
as an aircrew member stationed at Pensacola, 
Florida, Ormsbee witnessed a plane go into a 
tailspin and crash less than a mile out from his 
position. The young Navy recruit jumped over-
board and swam to the wreck, partially extri-
cating the gunner and making a number of at-
tempts to save his life. While the rescue was 
unsuccessful, Ormsbee’s heroism was extraor-
dinary. He died in a plane crash two decades 
later at the age of 44. 

ENSIGN CHARLES HAZELTINE HAMMANN 
In addition to his congressional medal, 

Charles Hammann’s service has been memo-
rialized by two Naval ships named in his 
honor. Originally from Baltimore, Hammann 
joined the Naval Reserve in 1917. Less than 
12 months later, the young naval aviator found 
himself flying a Macchi M.5 seaplane off the 
Austro-Hungarian coast when his colleague 
and compatriot Ens. George M. Ludlow was 
shot down. Despite his aircraft being deemed 
suitable for one person, Ensign Hammann 
dove to the water and pulled his fellow Amer-
ican onboard, saving his life amid danger of 
enemy fire from Austrian planes. He was killed 
on duty in Virginia on 14 June 1919. He was 
27. 

All four of these brave Americans, two of 
them barely more than boys, exemplify the 
very best in our fine tradition of military serv-
ice. As the world reflects on the Great War on 
the occasion of its centenary, it is my hope 
that we remember the names and stories of 
these heroic individuals who risked or, indeed, 
gave their lives in service of this Nation. 

The boys of the Great War were the fathers 
of America’s Greatest Generation. Their efforts 
cannot and will not be forgotten. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. EVAN H. JENKINS 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 29, 2015 

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
on roll call no. 518, I was unable to vote due 
to a veterans event in the district with VA Sec-
retary Robert McDonald. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
AYE. 

f 

HONORING ANDREA ARMSTRONG 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 29, 2015 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the work of Andrea Armstrong, a 
community leader and one of my district’s 
2015 Woman of the year. 

Whereas, on the Twenty-Second Day of 
September, of the Year Two Thousand and 
Fifteen, Andrea Armstrong was recognized as 
a 2015 Woman of the year. 

Whereas, committed to the guidance and 
activities of Williams youth, in addition to serv-
ing as a school board member for 20 years, 
Andi has been a key organizer and speaker 
for the ‘Every 15 Minutes’ program in schools. 
As a teenager, Andi was in a serious car acci-
dent involving a drunken driver. She has 
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shared her story across the North State to en-
courage students to consider the con-
sequences of drinking and driving or being a 
passenger in a car driven by an impaired driv-
er. 

Whereas, Andi’s leadership was funda-
mental in the development and completion of 
the downtown mural project. The mural is the 
pride and the focal point in the City of Wil-
liams. She served for 7 years as President of 
Citizens for a Better Williams, dedicated to the 
improvement of the historic downtown busi-
ness district. Andi organized the City of Wil-
liams annual events and parades while devel-
oping a Summer concert series in the park. 
Full of fun, residents will often see Andi serv-
ing strawberry shortcakes outfitted in the old- 
fashioned Car-Hop tradition. 

Whereas, in 2012, local hero Sgt. Alejandro 
Jauregui lost both legs below the knees in Af-
ghanistan. Andi, an Army Mom, orchestrated 
his homecoming. With over 200 town folks 
and veterans cheering and waving flags in the 
center of town, they honored and welcomed 
Sgt. Jauregui home. Later, Sgt. Jauregui re-
ceived a home from ‘‘Homes for our Troops’’ 
in Woodland. It was Andi who spearheaded a 
fundraiser that generated over $10,000 to help 
pay for handicap accessible home features. 

Whereas, an inspiration to many and ad-
mired by all, Andi goes above and beyond the 
call of duty to ensure that a call for help is an-
swered. 

Resolved, That I Congressman JOHN 
GARAMENDI of California’s Third Congressional 
District, do hereby recognize and celebrate the 
accomplishments of Andrea Armstrong. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF A BILL TO PRO-
VIDE FLEXIBILITY IN EXTEND-
ING SOCIAL SECURITY TO LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 29, 2015 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, today I intro-
duced a bill that would provide flexibility to the 
Government of Guam in extending Social Se-
curity to local government employees. This bill 
provides the Government of Guam with the 
authority to determine employees who would 
participate in the Social Security program and 
it would help to address the significant short-
falls that many of GovGuam’s employees may 
face when they retire from government serv-
ice. 

The retirement option currently provided to 
GovGuam employees is unsustainable and will 
leave many without sufficient means to care 
for themselves when they retire. Guam’s pub-
lic auditor has reported that the average gov-
ernment employee has about $40,000 in their 
retirement account and would not have 
enough money to support basic needs come 
their retirement age. 

Local leaders have proposed reforming the 
retirement plan offered to GovGuam employ-
ees to one that is a hybrid of federal Social 
Security and local defined benefit plan. I be-
lieve that the proposal to extend Social Secu-
rity to GovGuam employees, while at the 
same time revamping the local retirement sys-
tem, would be the best course of action mov-
ing forward and would provide thousands of 

GovGuam employees with the resources 
needed to have a comfortable quality of life 
during their retirement. 

Extending Social Security to GovGuam em-
ployees would be consistent with existing fed-
eral authority and it would be similar to an op-
tion exercised by the District of Columbia in 
extending Social Security to Washington, D.C. 
government employees. However Guam pol-
icymakers have expressed several concerns 
with the current federal law that requires it to 
extend Social Security to all employees. Spe-
cifically, the way the law currently reads, if 
GovGuam decides to extend Social Security to 
employees, it must do so for all employees re-
gardless of their time of service or ability to 
benefit from the system when they retire. They 
are concerned that that if GovGuam exercised 
this option, thousands of GovGuam employ-
ees who already have years of government 
service, would not be able to contribute 
enough calendar quarters to qualify for Social 
Security. In essence, these employees would 
be forced to pay into the system but would not 
be able to receive any benefits when they re-
tire. 

This would cause a significant financial bur-
den on the employees as well as Guam’s local 
treasury, and I believe that flexibility should be 
extended to GovGuam to ensure that employ-
ees who pay into the system can benefit from 
it upon their retirement. The bill that I intro-
duced today would solve this problem by leav-
ing it to Guam lawmakers to decide how the 
term ‘‘initially hired’’ is defined. It is my under-
standing that the Guam Legislature intends to 
extend Social Security to employees who 
would be able to fulfill the Social Security’s re-
quirement that beneficiaries must contribute 
40 calendar quarters into the system before 
they are eligible for the program. The Legisla-
ture is actively considering several options that 
on the payment and funding source that will 
be used to provide for any upfront costs as 
well as the employer contributions for 
GovGuam employees. Further, I have coordi-
nated the development of this language with 
the Social Security Administration to ensure 
that it addresses the appropriate fix in statute 
that is needed to fully execute the local law 
should it be enacted. 

I hope that my colleagues will support this 
bill and allow government employees in Guam 
to contribute into and benefit from Social Se-
curity, just as most government employees 
and all private sector employees throughout 
the country already do. I look forward to work-
ing with my colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle to advance this legislation. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF ROY 
CURTIS OF BEREA 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 29, 2015 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize 
the service of Roy Curtis. He served the city 
of Berea, Kentucky for thirty-four years as a 
firefighter. Mr. Curtis rose up through the 
ranks and eventually became fire chief. He is 
very well respected among his fellow fire-
fighters and among the people of Berea. 

Mr. Curtis recently retired from his position 
as fire chief. He was a caring and compas-

sionate leader who will be greatly missed. Mr. 
Curtis reported that the hardest part of the job 
was seeing people suffer the loss of loved 
ones, pets, and possessions in fires. 

Mr. Curtis was also an integral part of the 
team of Berea firefighters. His fellow fire-
fighters showed much respect for Chief Curtis 
and his leadership. As firefighter Eric Lawson 
said, ‘‘He’s just a top-notch guy. You can’t find 
one better than Roy’’. 

Like all his fellow firefighters, Roy Curtis 
was a brave public servant who went into dan-
gerous situations many times to save lives 
and property. The willingness to sacrifice and 
to serve the public is part of what makes 
America great. A grateful nation joins with the 
citizens of Berea to say thank you to Roy Cur-
tis. 

f 

HONORING SANDY HOLMAN 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 29, 2015 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the work of Sandy Holman a Cul-
tural Competency Educator, Mentor, and one 
of my district’s 2015 Woman of the year. 

Whereas, on the Twenty-Second Day of 
September, of the Year Two Thousand and 
Fifteen, Sandy Holman was recognized as a 
2015 Woman of the year. 

Whereas, Sandy Holman is the Director of 
United in Unity and The Culture C.O.-O.P. The 
‘C.O.-O.P.’ which stands for Caring, Opti-
mistic, Open-minded People was created to 
help individuals and organizations better meet 
the needs of diverse communities in a variety 
of settings. Both organizations focus on pro-
moting respect for equitable practices, diver-
sity, cultural competency, reading and a qual-
ity education for all. 

Whereas, Sandy helped to create Davis’ an-
nual International Festival designed to bring 
people of all cultures together. She has written 
and published two beautiful children’s books, 
‘Grandpa, Is Everything Black Bad?’ and ‘We 
All Have a Heritage.’ 

Whereas, known to many as ‘The Purple 
Lady’, Sandy has an unquenchable zest for 
life that has inspired thousands of Yolo County 
youth and adults over the past 30 years. 

Whereas, through Sandy’s mentoring pro-
grams and collaborative projects, she is a 
beacon of light who leaves an indelible imprint 
on the lives she touches. 

Resolved, That I Congressman JOHN 
GARAMENDI of California’s Third Congressional 
District, do hereby recognize and celebrate the 
accomplishments of Sandy Holman. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 29, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,151,061,200,913.26. We’ve 
added $7,524,184,152,000.18 to our debt in 6 
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