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Strengthening Child Welfare Response to
Trafficking Act.

Human trafficking is an ongoing atrocity that
preys on the youngest and most vulnerable of
our society. The U.S. Department of Home-
land Security estimates that twenty million
people worldwide are victims of human traf-
ficking.

In my home state of Georgia, Mr. Speaker,
Atlanta is now widely considered a hub in the
complex web of illegal human trafficking in our
nation. Hundreds of young women and chil-
dren are ensnared in this criminal enterprise
and are funneled through metro Atlanta on a
daily basis. One of the most egregious as-
pects of human trafficking is that it takes place
in the shadows, and we can only estimate the
number of young women and children this af-
fects. Congress must do all we can to combat
and eliminate this terrible practice that threat-
ens the foundation of our country.

| am pleased that the Strengthening Child
Welfare Response to Trafficking Act is being
debated on the floor today, Mr. Speaker. This
legislation, along with other measures passed
through the U.S. House of Representatives
this week, will make a significant contribution
in the fight to end human trafficking.

Specifically, H.R. 469 creates and expands
stringent reporting requirements for state child
welfare institutions so that we can more easily
track illicit activity. With this information, we
will be more equipped to address the needs of
children who are trafficking victims. Mr. Speak-
er, | urge all of my colleagues to support H.R.
469.

HONORING BARBARA P. SMITH
HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 30, 2015

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, those who dedi-
cate themselves to improving their neighbor-
hood become cornerstones of the community.
Barbara P. Smith is one of those cornerstones
in Yonkers, who for 32 years has been an ed-
ucator, civic leader and crusader.

Barbara began bettering the Yonkers com-
munity in 1982 as a teacher at the Orchard
School at Andrus Children’s Home on North
Broadway. She taught a range of subjects
from math and science to social studies and
home economics. Eventually Barbara was ele-
vated to Assistant Principal and in 1994 she
and the school were recognized for their ef-
forts and achievements with an invitation to
the White House to meet then President Clin-
ton. Barbara subsequently returned to the
classroom where she could take a more
hands on approach to teaching.

Outside of the classroom, Barbara has en-
gaged in a number of civic groups aimed at
serving the community. For the past 36 years
she has served as board member and Presi-
dent of the Hudson River Community Associa-
tion (HRCA) of Northwest Yonkers, a once
dormant organization she helped resurrect.

Barbara has also generously given her time
to organizations like the Yonkers Committee
for Smart Development, which she served as
an advisor to in 2008, and the advisory board
for the First District of Council Woman Pat
McDow in 2007. When time permits, she also
likes to partake in a wide array of volunteer
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work aimed at community improvement. Bar-
bara shares the same goals as the organiza-
tions she works with: to stabilize, improve,
support and promote the wonderful city of
Yonkers. | believe she has achieved those
goals admirably.

Last year, the Luther V. Garrison Masonic
Foundation Inc. Scholarship Committee hon-
ored Barbara as their Woman of the Year for
2014. It was a supremely appropriate honor
for one of Yonkers’ most dedicated citizens.
Congratulations to her on receiving such well-
deserved recognition.

FREEDOM OF SPEECH IN TURKEY
HON. PAUL A. GOSAR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 30, 2015

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to ex-
press my concerns about the current efforts to
punish and stifle freedom of expression in Tur-
key and to share my worry that Turkey is drift-
ing away from the tolerant secular nation
founded by Kemal Ataturk almost 100 years
ago and towards religious extremism and
authoritarianism.

The current Government in Turkey has ar-
rested members of Turkish media deemed
non-supportive of the government. For dec-
ades, Turkey has had a free press and the
freedom to disagree and vigorous political de-
bate. It is a disturbing negative trend for the
current government to reverse decades of
transparency and to seek to impose
authoritarianism.

| am informed that Mr. Ekrem Dumanli, edi-
tor-in-chief of Zaman, a daily newspaper in
Turkey, and Hidayet Karaca, General Manager
of Samanyolu Media Group, were arrested on
December 14, 2014. To the shame of the cur-
rent leadership, Hidayet Karaca is still in de-
tention awaiting trial. They were not arrested
for actual crimes, but on transparently political
charges, thus bringing the total number of de-
tained press and media personalities to 29.
These members of the media have ties to the
Islamic scholar Fethullah Gulen, a scholar who
preaches tolerance and peace and who is a
known critic of the Erdogan Administration.

In December 2013, allegations of corruption
were levied against the Erdogan Administra-
tion based on legal investigations. Afterwards,
about some 400 people (including 150 stated
Gulen supporters) were monitored on Twitter
and ultimately the Turkish people’s access to
Twitter was blocked. These arrests, and the
effort to stifle opposition, have a chilling effect
on freedom, democracy, and economic pros-
perity for all of Turkey. Turkey’s bid for acces-
sion to the European Union continues to lan-
guish under these policies—before negotia-
tions on the matter develop, Turkey must rec-
ognize basic press freedoms and the right to
political dissent.

Turkey plays a critical role as an ally to the
United States in the Middle East. To allow it
to go down the road of sectarian extremism
and authoritarianism without meaningful dis-
cussion and diplomacy is disconcerting. Tur-
key is a key leader in the region and a cul-
tural, historic, and political bulwark between
the Middle East, Europe, and Asia. Turkey is
an important member of NATO, and | believe
all rational people want to see the Turkish

January 30, 2015

Government abandon intimidation and em-
brace a free press and tolerance of dissenting
voices. The Turkey founded by Ataturk de-
serves our support. International remonstration
is needed to bring it back to the ranks of na-
tions that do not fear its own people, do not
fear opposition, and do not fear universal free-
doms.

HONORING JERRY GALELLA
HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 30, 2015

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, those who
choose the path of civic engagement can ac-
complish wonderful things for their commu-
nities. In Yonkers there are few who can claim
they have done more to support the local
neighborhoods than Jerry Galella.

Born seven minutes before his twin brother,
Jerry grew up in the Bronx and is the oldest
of three children. After graduating from Dewitt
Clinton High School, Jerry served in the
United States Army from 1971 to 1973 and
after his discharge became a grocery store
manager for the next 40 years.

In 2007, Jerry became a full-fledged mem-
ber of the Yonkers community when he joined
the ShopRite of Greenway Plaza as Store Di-
rector. Remarkably, in the seven years Jerry
has been with ShopRite he has become affili-
ated with over 25 different churches and nu-
merous  other community  organizations
throughout Yonkers. His volunteer work has
included helping out with three college schol-
arship funds, including the Yonkers African
American Cultural Club, the Dominican Cul-
tural Club of Yonkers, and the Hispanic Pro-
fessional Scholarship fund. As a result of his
efforts, Jerry has been honored various acco-
lades and awards from a wide array of
schools, churches, and veterans’ associations,
just to name a few.

As devoted to helping out the community as
Jerry is, his real passion is for his family. He
met his wife, Linda, at age 13 in 8th grade,
and was immediately smitten. The teenage
sweethearts would later become married and
for the past 32 years have lived together in
Carmel, NY. Over the course of their 40 year
marriage Jerry and Linda have raised three
wonderful children and have six amazing
grand children, all who live within 15 miles of
each other. Jerry also generously gives his
time to many different organizations in the
Carmel community, ranging from little league
to organizations assisting veterans of the Viet-
nam War.

In 2014, the Luther V. Garrison SR. Ma-
sonic Foundation Inc. Scholarship Committee
named Jerry Galella their 2014 Man of the
Year. He was incredibly deserving of the
honor, and | wish to congratulate him on re-
ceiving the well-deserved recognition.

HONORING LOYD IVEY
HON. JASON SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, January 30, 2015

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Loyd lvey who was elected to
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the Consumer Electronics Hall of Fame for his
contribution and significant achievements to
the industry.

As a local growing up in Scopus, Missouri,
he graduated from Woodland High School and
moved to lllinois to work in the steel and wood
industries. In 1971 he founded Ivey Elec-
tronics to produce bookshelf speakers en-
cased in a burn and spill-proof walnut laminate
for the student market of Northwestern Univer-
sity.

Loyd joined the Consumer Electronics Asso-
ciation in 1974 and presented his first product
there before merging with American Case
Company to create American Acoustic Labs.

American Acoustic Labs became MiTek
Corporation in 1979, which went on to become
one of the United States’ largest manufactur-
ers of car and home speakers. MiTek has
grown into a global enterprise with offices
around the world.

Loyd has been married to his wife Debi
since 1968 and is the father of two sons. He
also serves as a sheriffs deputy and depart-
ment pilot in Bollinger Country. It is my privi-
lege to recognize his achievements and last-
ing contributions before the House of Rep-
resentatives.

HONORING LUBA GLASSER
HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 30, 2015

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, religion often has
the power to inspire and motivate a person in
truly remarkable ways that can shape entire
communities. That has certainly been the case
with Luba Glasser, a constituent of mine who
has volunteered her time and energy for nu-
merous Jewish organizations.

Luba was born in Moscow and immigrated
to the United States with her family at the age
of four. She was enrolled in a Jewish Day
School so that she would receive a Jewish
education, something she could not have at-
tained in the former Soviet Union, and began
to gain a love and appreciation for Judaism.

Luba’s faith became the impetus for her vol-
unteerism, which began in 2005 with the Rus-
sian American Jewish Experience (RAJE).
Luba spent all of her free evenings and week-
ends helping the RAJE with the organization
of their Shabbat and holiday programs, social
events, and student trips to Israel, all while
successfully maintaining a day job as a Real
Estate Tax Consultant for New York Water
Management.

In 2006, Luba joined RAJE as their full-time
Fellowship Coordinator, where she was re-
sponsible for the student and young adult
Jewish identity and community development
programming. Over the next three years Luba
staffed over 15 trips to Israel.

Luba’s devotion to the Jewish community
led her to return to school, where she received
her LMSW from Yeshiva University in 2011.
She then began working with Holocaust sur-
vivors at the Jewish Community Council of
Greater Coney Island and joined the Northeast
Jewish Center (NEJC) community, which be-
came her permanent home.

Luba married Craig Glasser in 2012 and
shortly thereafter became the proud mother of
Aaron Dov. In spite of everything on her plate,
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Luba continues to open her home to the com-
munity for Shabbos dinners, cook for syna-
gogue events, maintain the NEJC website,
and teach classes. She is a beacon of light for
the NEJC community and was incredibly de-
serving of being the organization’s honoree in
2014.

GENERAL LEAVE
HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 30, 2015

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | was not present for
roll call votes 46-50 due to a family emer-
gency.

Had | been present, | would have voted no
on #46, yes on #47, yes on #48, yes on #49,
and no on #50.

HONORING MARGARET O. GRIFFIN
HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 30, 2015

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, a life filled with
civic engagement enriches the soul and has
the ability to raise entire communities. Such
has been the case with Margaret O. Griffin,
better known to her friends and family as Ollie,
whose dedication to the St. Joseph’s Medical
Center and beyond has had a profound and
lasting impact in Yonkers and the surrounding
areas.

Ollie was born in Yonkers and attended St.
Denis Grammar School, then Sacred Heart
High School. She received her Bachelor of
Science degree from Marquette University and
upon graduation began working as a research
aide at Sloan-Kettering Institute in Rye. After
working for the Boyce Thompson Institute for
Plant Research, Ollie returned to school for a
Master of Science degree followed by a Ph.D.
in Biology from Fordham University.

In 1994, Ollie retired from research and
teaching which allowed her to increase her in-
volvement in community affairs. She served
on the boards of Fox House and the Ireland
Fund and was a trustee of the Woman'’s Insti-
tute for many years. Ollie was also a long-time
member of the Saint Joseph’s Seminary Fes-
tival Chorale, which she was privileged to sing
with at the Pallium ceremony in Rome.

Ollie continues to be an active member in
several other community clubs, including the
Morsemere Garden Club, the Bonita Quilters,
the Pelican Patchers and the Pelican Landing
Singers. The highlight of Ollie’s community
service though has been her work at St. Jo-
seph’s, which began in 1993 as a trustee. She
has served as an active and enthusiastic
member until September of 2014 and made
many great contributions to the center’s devel-
opment and success.

Ollie’s other great passion has been her
three children, Colleen, Daniel, and Katherine,
who she raised with her beloved husband,
William, to whom she was married for 52
years. She also takes great pride in her six
grandchildren, Shannon, William, Jack, Mi-
chael, Sean, and Brian.

St. Joseph’s Medical Center honored Ollie
with the 2014 Outstanding Service Award, and
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a more fitting honoree they could not have
found. Congratulations to Ollie on receiving
this wonderful honor.

——————

LNG PERMITTING CERTAINTY AND
TRANSPARENCY ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. JODY B. HICE

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 28, 2015

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in strong support of H.R. 351—the LNG
Permitting Certainty and Transparency Act.

H.R. 351 eliminates the ability for Wash-
ington bureaucrats to needlessly block the
construction of liquefied natural gas (LNG) ex-
port facilities. Once the Department of Energy
receives an application and environmental re-
views have been completed, this legislation
will place a thirty day deadline on the DOE in
order to expedite permitting. One month is
plenty of time for a determination to be made
once all studies have been completed.

Mr. Speaker, for the past five years this
process has been painfully slow. Since 2010,
the DOE has only fully processed five of the
37 applications received for LNG export to
countries where a Free Trade Agreement is
not in place. These delays have inhibited our
ability to reach our potential as a global en-
ergy producer, and the bill we have before us
will remove some of the burdensome regula-
tions that currently exist.

Additionally, Mr. Speaker, H.R. 351 will help
put hardworking Americans back to work. A
NERA Economic Consulting report informs us
that making the needed investment to con-
struct LNG export facilities will put 45,000 of
our nation’s unemployed back to work.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation also has the
ability to be used as a strong economic for-
eign policy tool. Less than a year ago, Vladi-
mir Putin attempted to increase his power
through force with the acquisition of Crimea
and the prolonged stand-off in Eastern
Ukraine. As a result, a number of our allies in
Europe were placed in a tough spot because
Russia is such a significant natural gas pro-
ducer across the continent.

Despite the current economic woes that
plague the Russian Federation, in order for us
to prevent future aggressive posturing by
Putin, we must undercut his ability to hold the
region hostage because of energy. H.R. 351
will allow us to build our domestic infrastruc-
ture, which will give our European allies a
place to turn in the event of future Russian ag-
gression.

Mr. Speaker, for our own economic benefit,
as well as the economic diplomacy that ex-
panded LNG exports will provide, | ask all of
my colleagues to support H.R. 351.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JACKIE WALORSKI

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, January 30, 2015
Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | unfortu-

nately missed votes on January 27, 2015. |
missed recorded votes # 46—48. | would like to
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