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community. It is great to have a national lead-
er in the field in Ann Arbor, Michigan. This
new academic building will further enhance
their ability to train the next generation of
nurses who will be on the front lines of pro-
viding much needed care to those who need
it most. It is especially exciting that the mod-
ern tools within this facility will teach students
to work in contemporary and collaborative en-
vironments, which will help them prepare to
excel at their jobs. Through this 75,000
square-foot new structure, new nurses will
continue to expand upon the University of
Michigan’s reputation of excellence and high
achievement.

My friend, Dr. Kathleen Potempa, the Dean
of the School of Nursing, deserves our praise
for her leadership in spearheading the opening
of this new facility and for her dedication to
teaching. It is my hope that this grand opening
will be the start of a new and continued era of
excellence at the University of Michigan
School of Nursing. | ask all of my colleagues
to join me in honoring the opening of the new
School of Nursing Academic Building at the
University of Michigan. | wish each and every
new student the best of luck and much suc-
cess in their future endeavors.
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Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to honor and remember the life of Richard
Duda of Griswold, Connecticut who passed
away late last week. Dick was a fixture in
Griswold, where he lived all his life with his
wife Barbara and their two children. He was
the quintessential “citizen” who believed giv-
ing back to the community was his duty. He
served five terms in the Connecticut State
Legislature representing the 58th district and
as the Town Attorney for Griswold for many
years.

Dick was a lifelong Democrat, and served
as the Chairman of the Griswold Democratic
Town Committee for over 30 years. Outside of
government, he was a board member at the
local library, a member of St. Mary’s Church,
and a member of the board of directors for
Jewett City Savings Bank. His involvement in
local government and advocacy was exten-
sive, and his capacity to help was boundless.
Dick saw his local law practice as a way to
give back to the Griswold community. He em-
bodied the ideal of the profession, serving as
a resource and advocate for his neighbors—
often taking cases that others would have
passed over or accepting rates far lower than
average for the time. His goal was to serve as
a resource and as a true community lawyer.
The law was his calling, and his passion.

In politics and law, fields that can turn acri-
monious, Dick was a true gentleman. He
stayed above any bitterness, and his friends
recall how he remained polite and deferential.
His amiable manner, dedication to his commu-
nity, and upbeat attitude will be sorely missed
in Griswold. | ask my colleagues to please join
me in offering our condolences to his wife Bar-
bara, his son Christopher, and grandchildren
Cameron, Caitlyn and Gavin.
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Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Charlie
Weil of Afton, lowa, for his retirement from
Wellman Dynamics in Creston after 50 years
of service.

On August 25th, 2015, Mr. Weil marked 50
years working as a molder for Wellman’s,
which manufactures aluminum and magne-
sium sand castings for aerospace applications.
He also spent a year serving our country in
Vietnam and when he completed his service,
he demonstrated great commitment to
Wellman’s, immediately returning to work
there.

Mr. Speaker, Charlie’s hard work and dedi-
cation to his craft embodies the lowa spirit and
| am honored to represent him in the United
States Congress. | know that all of my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives will join me in congratulating him
on his achievement, and | wish him nothing
but continued success and happiness in his
retirement.

———

PERPETUAL POW/MIA STAMP ACT
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Friday, September 18, 2015

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor our nation’s POWs and MIA service
members.

Today is National Prisoner of War, Missing
in Action Day. As Vice-Chairman of the House
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs | am con-
stantly in awe of the sacrifices and efforts that
have been made on behalf of our great coun-
try by the men and women who have worn the
uniform of our Armed Services.

Tragically, according to the Department of
Defense, more than 83,000 service members
remain missing since World War Il. These in-
dividuals represent a unique segment of the
men and women who serve or have served in
the Armed Forces—men and women who are
missing or captured, unable to come home.

| am proud to introduce H.R. 3558, legisla-
tion to create a forever stamp depicting the
National League of Families POW/MIA flag.

This bill will help demonstrate our nation’s
gratitude to this special segment of heroes,
both past and present. | am forever grateful
for their service.

H.R. 3504 AND H.R. 3134

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, September 18, 2015

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today |
voted against H.R. 3504, which would limit
women’s health care choices and interfere in
the doctor-patient relationship, and against
H.R. 3134, which would defund Planned Par-
enthood.
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It is bizarre to watch the manufactured con-
troversy surrounding ambush-type, heavily-
edited journalism used to discredit Planned
Parenthood.

It's not just the blatantly manipulative and
misleading tactics that are being used, which
should be enough for most people to reject
the allegations on their face. These attacks do
not reflect my experience and knowledge of
the amazing, dedicated, civic-minded men and
women who have built, supported, and led
Planned Parenthood in my community.

For decades, | have admired these pillars of
community, leaders in education, religion,
business, and other civic affairs that provided
the vision, the volunteer effort, and personal
contributions to women’s health and reproduc-
tive freedom. There is no question that be-
cause of their efforts, tens of thousands of
abortions never occurred in our community
and those that did occur, did not result in
harm to women.

Because of their efforts, Oregon’s 11
Planned Parenthood centers provided care to
over 70,000 women in 2013, including over
25,000 breast and cervical cancer screenings.
Nationally, Planned Parenthood cares for
more than 2.5 million women annually.
Planned Parenthood centers serve a greater
share of safety-net clients than any other type
of safety-net providers. Nearly 80 percent of
women using Planned Parenthood have in-
comes at or below 150 percent of poverty—
these clinics offer affordable health care op-
tions for women who may have no alternate
source of care.

The fact that we are engaged in a concerted
assault against the provision of essential serv-
ices to women, especially women of color and
low-income status is appalling. If people would
take the time, as | have, to visit these facili-
ties, meet the employees, and most impor-
tantly, know these community leaders that
have made it possible to protect women’s
health, to prevent countless abortions, and to
promote wellbeing and education, would see
the lies behind this heated rhetoric and mis-
guided attacks.

————

TRIBUTE TO THE CLARINDA
COMMUNITY THEATRE

HON. DAVID YOUNG
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Friday, September 18, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate the
Clarinda Community Theatre of Clarinda, lowa
for celebrating their 60th anniversary. The
Community Theatre was founded in 1955 by a
group of theatre enthusiasts.

The mission of the Clarinda Community
Theatre is to encourage and promote an inter-
est in participating, observing, and supporting
amateur theatre in the community of Clarinda.
Clarinda resident Jolly Ann Davidson has
played an important role in the success of the
community theater. She felt it was important
for Clarinda to have some form of live stage
performances in town and has been the driv-
ing force in bringing numerous productions to
Clarinda for the community to enjoy. Jolly Ann
has performed in many of the plays and has
seen the theatre grow into a top-notch per-
forming arts facility.
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Mr. Speaker, | commend and congratulate
the Clarinda Community Theatre for reaching
this 60-year milestone. | am proud to rep-
resent all those who have been involved in
creating this outstanding theater. | urge my
colleagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in congratulating them
on a job well done and wishing them nothing
but continued success.

——————

HONORING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF MR. CHARLES DORCH

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 18, 2015

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Charles Dorch, a remarkable leader
whose passion for music and teaching has
touched so many young people in Kansas
City. Mr. Dorch attended Arkansas AM&N Uni-
versity in Pine Bluff on a music scholarship,
and then turned down a job in Detroit to teach
in Kansas City at Southeast High School after
his wife was hired at Paseo High School. As
we celebrate the distinguished and acclaimed
history of Southeast High School in Missouri’s
Fifth District, it is necessary that Mr. Dorch be
celebrated as well. His dedication to his stu-
dents as the band director reached far beyond
expectations.

Starting at Southeast Junior High in 1970
and continuing to Southeast High School in
1973, Mr. Dorch was a gift to the music de-
partment of the Kansas City School District for
over fifteen years. He was determined to revi-
talize the band program at the high school, by
encouraging students to enjoy playing music
in and outside of the classroom. While he was
band director, the high school participated in
numerous publicized appearances, including
varsity football games, pre-games, and half-
time shows; annual American Royal parades;
the once Kansas City Kings basketball games;
and even a bicentennial half-time performance
at the Kansas City Chiefs football game. The
regard of the band program, under his leader-
ship, is clear when looking at this list of strik-
ing performances.

In addition, Mr. Dorch led students through
the jazz lab, stage band, and symphonic con-
cert band. All of these opportunities were
ways in which students could be involved in
activities outside of the classroom. Prospects
for students to perform at such occasions as
the Goombay Festival on a Bahamas cruise,
the nationally televised Republican National
Convention at the Charlie Parker Center, or
move on to compete in district or all-state
bands, were all ways in which students were
enthused to further appreciate music and con-
tinue their education.

Mr. Dorch urged students to pursue music
beyond high school. He knew the importance
of a college education, and many students
continued on to schools such as Bishop Col-
lege, Florida A&M, Langston University, and
Prairie View A&M University, which | proudly
call my alma mater. His effort to help his stu-
dents’ musical interests did not stop with his
students either. Mr. Dorch also created the
Band Parents Association in order to get the
students’ parents involved, as well as help
with fundraising, which provided such amen-
ities as new uniforms.
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His instruction through music also brought
him to direct the St. James United Methodist
Church choir for nine years. His musical apti-
tude shined in his ability to not only prime and
motivate the choir during worship, but also ex-
pand their reach by adding instruments and
genres of music to their ensemble.

Mr. Speaker, please join me and our fellow
colleagues in conveying our gratitude to a
teacher, a man of worship, and a man of
music. Mr. Charles Dorch has spread his pas-
sion for music and has inspired thousands of
his students, young and old alike. He has pro-
vided them with opportunities to show off their
full musical talent and adoration, where they
may have not been able to before or under
different guidance. We join the alumni and
leadership of Southeast High School in hon-
oring the accomplishments of Mr. Charles
Dorch for his tireless enrichment of our com-
munity and country.

———

RECOGNIZING MICHAEL R. FREY
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RE-
TIREMENT AS SULLY DISTRICT
SUPERVISOR

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 18, 2015

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize and commend my former colleague Mi-
chael R. Frey on the occasion of his retire-
ment after a distinguished 38-year career in
public service, culminating in his six terms rep-
resenting the residents of the Sully District on
the Fairfax County, Va., Board of Supervisors.

Michael has represented the Sully District in
western Fairfax since it was created following
the 1990 census. Prior to seeking elected of-
fice, he served 14 years as a staff member to
former Springfield District Supervisor and
Chairman Jack Herrity and former Springfield
District Supervisor Elaine McConnell. The
Sully District was carved largely out of the
Springfield District, so Michael was intimately
familiar with the community. | had the great
pleasure of serving with him during my 14
years on the Board, first representing the
Providence District and then as Chairman.

Fairfax County is the largest local jurisdic-
tion in the Commonwealth of Virginia and the
National Capital Region, and Michael had a
front-row seat for much of that growth, particu-
larly in the western part of the county, where
the once sleepy rural community has become
the largest magisterial district in the County.
As a testament to his skill in working with
those growing communities and managing the
growth in Sully, Michael has chaired the
Board’s Development Process Committee
since 1992.

In a career spanning four decades, Mi-
chael’'s accomplishments are many, but let me
cite just a few to convey the magnitude of the
imprint he will leave on the community and our
county. Michael and | both share a passion for
history, and the Sully District is a historically-
rich community. It is home to several land-
marks, including the Centreville Historic Dis-
trict and Park, which Michael helped to initiate
and expand. The park contains remnants of
one of the first fortifications constructed by the
Confederate Army during the Civil War and
was actually occupied by both sides during the
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conflict. He was instrumental in preserving his-
toric Mount Gilead and the Sears House as
well.

Michael was active in the effort to launch
Centreville Days, an annual community festival
that attracts families from throughout the re-
gion. He championed the expansion of public
facilities into western Fairfax, from new
schools and libraries to parks and recreation
centers to meet the explosive growth and de-
mand from new residents. Of course, he was
intimately involved in the project to construct
the Sully District Police Station, in which his
office is now located. | know | and the commu-
nity will never forget the leadership and com-
passion Michael displayed following the May
8, 2006, tragic shooting outside the station in
which two officers were killed.

For those who don’t know him, Michael has
been a lifelong sports fan. He has coached
youth baseball and basketball for multiple
community sports leagues, and we worked to-
gether during my tenure on the board to con-
vert playing fields to synthetic turf in Fairfax to
expand such opportunities for our youth. Mi-
chael was active in the bid to lure a Major
League Baseball team to Northern Virginia. He
served on, and at one time chaired, the Vir-
ginia Baseball Stadium Authority. As we all
know, the team ultimately relocated into
Washington, D.C., but the efforts of Michael
and the Authority were instrumental in base-
ball’s return to the National Capital Region.

Of course, | cannot mention Michael without
bringing up his steady canine companions.
Since I've known him, Michael has owned a
series of German shepherd rescue dogs—first
Mosby, then Marley, and now Boomer—that
have been a fixture by his side at community
events and in his office. They made frequent
appearances at Board meetings and retreats.
Our love of animals is another shared bond,
and | was pleased to work with Michael on
various efforts to support the Fairfax County
Animal Shelter and the construction of its new
headquarters.

During his tenure on the Board of Super-
visors, Michael has represented Fairfax on a
number of regional organizations, including the
Metropolitan Washington Council of Govern-
ment’s Transportation Planning Board and the
Environmental Quality Advisory Committee.
He has served on the Inova Health Care Serv-
ices Board. In addition, Michael has rep-
resented Fairfax as part of regional or state-
wide delegations traveling overseas.

In fact, | had the pleasure of traveling with
Michael to Israel as part of a trip hosted by
the Jewish Community Relations Council, in
which we visited the Dead Sea. Wanting to
have the full experience, we thought we’d par-
take in a mud bath, which we were assured
held healing powers. Well, there’s a very un-
fortunate picture of the two of us that will
never see the light of day under a “mutual
self-destruction pact” we’'ve made and con-
tinue to honor, and | will remind Michael that
our agreement endures past his life in elected
office.

Mr. Speaker, Michael Frey’s commitment to
our community and the mission of local gov-
ernment is unparalleled. He leaves behind a
legacy that will enrich our community for gen-
erations to come. His career in public service
is truly commendable and deserving of our
heartfelt gratitude. When | was Chairman of
the Board of Supervisors, Michael often heard
me joke at retirement announcements that we
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