September 17, 2015

the late 1970’s. When she ran for a full four-
year term in 1978, she became the first
woman of Latin American descent elected to
public office in San Francisco and subse-
quently served two more terms as School
Board President.

More recently, in 2010 Mayor Gavin
Newsom appointed her to the San Francisco
Redevelopment Commission in order to help
plan and supervise the construction of afford-
able housing.

Rosario served on more boards and com-
mittees and received more commendations
and honors than can be named for her work
in San Francisco and the State of California,
as well as receiving international recognition
from the governments of Mexico and Ven-
ezuela.

Rosario Anaya’s leadership improving the
lives of immigrants and at-risk populations
within the San Francisco community has in-
spired generations of activists. She epitomized
dignity and grace, and she leaves a shining
legacy of fighting injustice.

| extend my deepest sympathy and condo-
lences to Rosario’s family and friends during
this sad time. | hope it is a comfort to them to
know that Rosario’s legacy will live on through
the countless lives she touched and the nu-
merous coalitions and programs she helmed
in her efforts to create a more just and equi-
table world.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF PROGRESS AT
WEST LOS ANGELES VA MED-
ICAL CENTER

HON. TED LIEU

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 17, 2015

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. Speaker, |
am pleased today to recognize the remarkable
accomplishments being made at the VA West
Los Angeles Medical Center by the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs and Secretary Robert
A. McDonald.

| will not be able to join Secretary McDonald
in Los Angeles today as Congress is in ses-
sion, but it is my pleasure to acknowledge the
attention given and progress made at the
West LA VA this year by the Department of
Veterans Affairs.

The West LA VA is the largest VA Medical
Center in the nation and it had faced unfortu-
nate challenges for many years. In January
2015, Secretary McDonald quickly settled a
lawsuit that had been holding back progress
for Veterans in Los Angeles. Since that time,
all of the parties involved have been following
a Principles Document that has been driving a
Strategic Homeless Initiative and the develop-
ment of a Master Plan.

In addition to being the largest VA Medical
Center, Los Angeles has the largest popu-
lation of homeless Veterans in the United
States. We cannot solve homelessness na-
tion-wide without addressing it in LA. Sec-
retary McDonald engaged me early this year
and we have partnered on many initiatives to
address the crisis in homelessness. He has
demonstrated a serious commitment to ad-
dressing homelessness among Veterans in
Los Angeles and to developing a roadmap to
ensure the sprawling West LA VA campus is
focused on uses and services to directly ben-
efit our nation’s Veterans.
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In fact, since March 2015 almost 1,400 area
Veterans have been placed into permanent
supportive housing. The VA expanded capac-
ity to care for homeless Veterans by providing
$30 million in additional Supportive Services
for Veteran Families (SSVF) grants. Additional
HUD-VASH vouchers have been awarded to
our region, new beds have been added, and
VA has hired more than 100 new employees
prioritizing outreach and case management.

The VA has also actively forged relation-
ships with every level of government, along
with public and private partners to leverage re-
sources in a truly unprecedented way.

We have a rare opportunity at this moment
to solve homelessness among Veterans if we
work together to make it happen. At the same
time, we must also transform the West LA VA
into a campus that serves our nation’s Vet-
erans with the dignity and integrity they so de-
serve. | am confident with our support and
partnerships, Secretary McDonald will achieve
this.

| ask my colleagues to join me in expressing
gratitude to VA Secretary McDonald for dedi-
cating an enormous amount of time and re-
sources to restoring the trust of our Veterans
at West Los Angeles and for delivering critical
housing, programs, and services.

———

TAIWAN NATIONAL DAY

HON. STEVE STIVERS

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 17, 2015

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the Taiwan National Day, known
as Double Tenth National Day and celebrated
every year on October 10th.

Taiwan is a critical country in the Asia-Pa-
cific region, and the people of Taiwan and the
current President Ma Ying-jeou have been in-
strumental in improving relations between
neighboring countries. President Ma has been
a leader in finding peaceful solutions to the
challenges they face, including building a
cross-strait relationship between Taipei and
Beijing as well as promoting the East China
Sea Peace Initiative and the South China Sea
Peace Initiative, both of which call upon the
countries making claims in contested waters to
share the natural resources in those waters.

Taiwan’s role in trade has also grown sig-
nificantly over the past 20 years. Taiwan now
ranks as the 10th largest trade partner of the
United States. The economic expansion in
Taiwan has raised the country to become the
10th ranked country in trade volume among
the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation econo-
mies and a leading supplier of intermediary
goods in the region.

There is no doubt that Taiwan is leading by
example in the Asia-Pacific region, and | am
grateful that the United States and Taiwan re-
main close allies. | wish the people of Taiwan
all the best as they prepare to celebrate Dou-
ble Tenth National Day.

E1313

SAFER OFFICERS AND SAFER
CITIZENS ACT OF 2015

HON. JANICE HAHN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 17, 2015

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, today | am proud
to join my colleagues Senator TIM SCOTT and
Senator CORY BOOKER in introducing the
“Safer Officers and Safer Citizens Act of
2015.” This legislation will provide federal
grant funding to outfit law enforcement officers
with body cameras.

Police departments that use body cameras
consistently have lower rates of complaints,
show a reduced use of force, and have been
shown to be a win-win for officers. A report
conducted by the City of San Diego showed a
40% reduction in complaints filed by individ-
uals, a 46% reduction in the use of force, and
a 30% reduction in the use of pepper spray.
A second study in Rialto, California showed a
60% reduction in force. These cameras make
our streets safer for law enforcement and indi-
viduals.

Further, 785 federal, state, and local law en-
forcement agencies participated in a study of
the effectiveness of body-worn cameras, and
85% agreed that these cameras reduce false
complaints.

The bill I am introducing today with Con-
gressman BILL FOSTER and Congresswoman
ELIZABETH ESTY, which is the companion to
the Senate bill recently introduced by Senators
CORY BOOKER and TIM ScoTT, will provide
these law enforcement agencies additional re-
sources to equip their officers.

At a time of tension and eroding trust be-
tween law enforcement and the public in many
communities, body cameras help hold police
officers accountable and encourage them to
act appropriately as they protect and serve.
This legislation enables departments to pur-
chase body cameras without cutting or divert-
ing funds from other important programs in-
cluding community outreach efforts.

The “Safer Officers and Safer Citizens Act
of 2015,” will provide $100 million annually to
state, local, and tribal law enforcement depart-
ments through a grant program to outfit their
officers with body cameras. | call on my col-
leagues in Congress to join me in this effort,
and pass this bill.

——————

CONGRATULATING DR. JEFF
REUTTER ON THE ANNOUNCE-
MENT OF HIS RETIREMENT

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 17, 2015

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Dr. Jeff Reutter, pioneering and
indefatigable Director of the Ohio Sea Grant
College Program, Stone Laboratory, Center for
Lake Erie Area Research, and Great Lakes
Aquatic Ecosystem Research Consortium, on
the announcement of his retirement.

Dr. Reutter's name has become synony-
mous with Lake Erie. He has spent his career
fighting to develop the foundational data sets
to support Lake Erie’s recovery. During that
time, Dr. Reutter has distinguished himself as
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a scholarly and popular leader; he is the fore-
most expert on the health of Lake Erie and
our Great Lakes endowment.

Dr. Reutter has tackled many issues facing
Lake Erie during a distinguished career where
he has witnessed the first Earth Day, the pas-
sage of the Clean Water Act in 1972, the re-
turn of nesting eagles to Lake Erie following a
ban on DDT, and many other changes in our
Great Lakes system.

More recently, since the mid 1990s, Dr.
Reutter has concentrated his efforts on finding
solutions for Harmful Algal Blooms (HAB),
caused by high nutrient run-off in the Western
Lake Erie Basin, the largest watershed in the
Great Lakes. Dr. Reutters commitment and
service to the people of Ohio and our Great
Lakes will be celebrated for years to come.
His talents will continue to be applied to those
endeavors to which he has dedicated his life.

| would like to extend my heartfelt apprecia-
tion for his years of service and his unparal-
leled dedication to a healthy Lake Erie, a re-
stored Great Lakes ecosystem and clean
water for those who count on this amazing
freshwater abundance—collectively, the most
important freshwater body on the face of the
earth.

———

HONORING ROBBIE WILKIE

HON. MARK MEADOWS

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 17, 2015

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mr. Robbie Wilkie for his work as
the Caldwell County Emergency Services Di-
rector and congratulate him on his retirement.

Mr. Wilkie began his career in 1983 as a
volunteer firefighter with the North Catawba
Fire Department, where he continued serving
through 2004. During that time, he also served
as a firefighter for the Lenoir Fire Department
from 1988 through 2004, where he worked his
way through the ranks to eventually become
Fire Captain. After working as a Fire Marshal
from 2004 to 2010, Mr. Wilkie was eventually
promoted to the Emergency Services Director
position in 2013. While serving in this role, his
duties included handling all budgetary, admin-
istrative, and policy decisions for Caldwell
County Emergency Services, while coordi-
nating all fire rescue efforts for Caldwell Coun-
ty. Due to his faithful service, Mr. Wilkie has
received multiple awards throughout his ca-
reer, including Firefighter of the Year from
both the North Catawba Fire Department in
1985 and the Lenoir Fire Department in 1998,
and the Author H. “Ott” Dellinger Leadership
Award in July 2006.

Mr. Wilkie has demonstrated a steadfast
commitment to serving the people of Caldwell
County in emergency management. As such,
| am proud to honor Mr. Robbie Wilkie for his
faithful service to the people of Caldwell Coun-
ty and | wish him the best on his retirement.
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GOLD STAR MOTHER’S DAY
HON. TOM RICE

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 17, 2015

Mr. RICE of South Carolina. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in recognition of our Gold Star
Mothers.

As we honor the men and women who
made the ultimate sacrifice for our nation, we
pay tribute to their families, who have made
tremendous sacrifice for the sake of our coun-
try. On this day, we give due honor to those
mothers whose sons or daughters have given
their lives while defending our nation.

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution
115 of June 23, 1936 designated the last Sun-
day in September as “Gold Star Mother’s
Day.”

Now, therefore, |, TOM RICE by virtue of the
authority vested in me as representative of the
Seventh District of the state of South Carolina,
do hereby proclaim September 27, 2015 to be
Gold Star Mother's Day. | encourage the
American people to display the flag and hold
appropriate ceremonies as an expression of
our nation’s sympathy and respect for our
Gold Star Mothers.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF BISHOP
PRESTON W. WILLIAMS II

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 17, 2015

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor an outstanding Man of God
who has provided sage counsel, wisdom, and
guidance throughout Georgia, the United
States of America, and the world, Bishop
Preston W. Williams 1. Bishop Williams is the
Presiding Prelate of the Sixth Episcopal Dis-
trict, which spans the state of Georgia. After
his term concludes in 2016, Bishop Williams
will be retiring. A celebration will be held in his
honor on Saturday, September 19, 2015 at
Allen Temple African Methodist Episcopal
Church in Byron, Georgia.

Bishop Preston W. Williams 1l was born in
Willacoochee, Georgia and has worked tire-
lessly to spread the Word of God in the state
throughout his life. He pastored several A.M.E.
churches in Georgia, leaving a lasting mark on
each through increased membership, im-
proved worship facilities, and impactful com-
munity outreach. He also served as the Treas-
urer of the Sixth Episcopal District and Direc-
tor of Communication in radio and television
for the A.M.E. Church, where he was respon-
sible for coordinating media outreach to more
than 100,000 Georgians. He served as a
member of the General Assembly of the World
Council of Churches and was selected as the
State of Georgia Distinguished Churchman.

From 2000 to 2004, Bishop Williams served
as the Presiding Prelate of the Seventeenth
Episcopal District, located in Central Africa.
Under his leadership, the membership of the
Seventeenth District expanded exponentially,
necessitating that the district be split into two
separate parts and leading to the formation of
a new Twentieth Episcopal District. In fact, this
trend of increasing membership would con-
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tinue throughout the Bishop’s distinguished ca-
reer, with thousands of people inspired to give
their lives to Christ by this charismatic leader’s
everlasting love and enthusiasm for God.

From 2004 to 2012, Bishop Williams served
the Seventh Episcopal District, which consists
of the state of South Carolina. There, Bishop
Williams advocated for the implementation of
Christian education by founding Youth Adult
ministries, expanding the curriculum at Allen
University, establishing scholarship funds for
clergy members to pursue their Master of Di-
vinity degrees, and increasing opportunities for
seminary-level training. Moreover, Bishop Wil-
liams served the community at large by cre-
ating after-school programs dedicated to im-
proving the lives of at-risk teens, among many
other worthy contributions. Known to many, re-
spected by all, he left an indelible mark on the
Seventh Episcopal District.

In 2012, Georgia rejoiced at the return of
Bishop Williams when he was appointed to
lead the Sixth Episcopal District of the A.M.E.
Church. From 2012 to 2016, Bishop Williams
will continue to govern the 543 A.M.E. church-
es in the state of Georgia. He will also serve
as Chairman on the Board of Turner Theo-
logical Seminary and Morris Brown College,
both located in Atlanta, Georgia.

Bishop Williams has accomplished much for
the Kingdom of Christ throughout his life, but
none of this would be possible without the
grace of God and the love and support of his
wife, Wilma, and his children, Arnold Andre,
Wilma Priscilla, Stella Jacinta, and Prestina
Delores.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today in recognizing Bishop Preston W. Wil-
liams Il for his numerous invaluable contribu-
tions to Georgia, the United States of America,
and the world. Bishop Williams has made a
tremendous impact on communities across the
globe. Even in his forthcoming retirement, |
am confident that Bishop Williams will remain
an esteemed and active member of the com-
munity, as his limitless enthusiasm and dili-
gent work ethic knows no bounds.

———

RECOGNIZING THE NATIONAL
COLLEGIATE HONORS COUNCIL

HON. DOUG COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 17, 2015

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to commemorate the 50th anniver-
sary of the National Collegiate Honors Council
and highlight its work to bettering the edu-
cation of over 325,000 students in more than
800 member colleges and universities around
the country.

| want to specifically commend my alma
mater, the University of North Georgia, for its
prestigious honors program. | am proud to say
that this university—which | believe to be one
of the finest institutions of higher learning in
the state of Georgia—is located in the beau-
tiful town of Dahlonega in the Ninth District.

| attended the school when it was still
known as North Georgia College, but | am
glad to say that the school continues to grow.
In 2013, North Georgia College and State Uni-
versity was consolidated with Gainesville State
University and became the well-known institu-
tion we are honoring today—the University of
North Georgia.
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