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On Roll Call 483, | would have voted No
(Ordering the previous question on the Rule
for H.R. 1994 and H.R. 3236).

On Roll Call 484, | would have voted No
(Rule for H.R. 1994 and H.R. 3236).

On Roll Call 485, | would have voted Aye
(Passage of the First Responder Anthrax Pre-
paredness Act).

On Roll Call 486, | would have voted Aye
(Passage of the Surface Transportation and
Veterans Health Care Choice Improvement
Act).

On Roll Call 487, | would have voted Aye
(Takano amendment to the VA Accountability
Act of 2015).

On Roll Call 488, | would have voted Aye
(Motion to recommit the VA Accountability Act
of 2015).

On Roll Call 489, | would have voted No
(Final passage of the VA Accountability Act of
2015).

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF MARY
BROWN

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 8, 2015

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the life of Mary Brown, who re-
cently passed away on August 28, 2015, at
the age of 82. Mary was an extraordinary per-
son, and she will always be remembered as a
woman who lived her life with purpose and
great dedication to her students, family,
friends, and community.

Mary Brown was the pioneer of girls’ bas-
ketball in the San Joaquin Valley. She left an
indelible stamp in the record books and in-
spired young women to fulfill their potential in
athletics and academics. In 18 seasons at San
Joaquin Memorial High School, she directed
the girls’ basketball team to a 317-45 record,
highlighted by 16 league titles and eight Cen-
tral Section championships. Through her im-
peccable coaching, the Panthers won 13 con-
secutive league championships from 1971 to
1983, setting a state record, and the team had
97 straight league victories; the second long-
est streak in state history. In 1973 she was
named the Girls State Coach of the year.

As a graduate of Fresno State, Mary was an
exemplary community leader and gave back in
ways that will not be forgotten. Her ability to
motivate and inspire young women to reach
their greatest potential was clearly visible in
her coaching techniques. Mary has brought
great pride to San Joaquin Memorial High
School, and the community overall. Many of
her former players consider Mary an icon and
legend in sports.

Her commitment to the community of Fres-
no will not be forgotten. All of those who knew
her or played for her are truly grateful for the
lasting imprint she has made in their lives as
an incomparable coach and leader.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that |
ask my colleagues in the House of Represent-
atives to join me in saying farewell to a
woman who embodies passion and inspiration,
Ms. Mary Brown. Her genuine character and
loving commitment to her friends and commu-
nity will be greatly missed.
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HONORING SERGEANT JOHN D.
TREANTOS

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 8, 2015

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge and honor the life of Sergeant
John D. Treantos. The beloved father, grand-
father, brother, and teacher passed away on
Friday, July 31st, 2015 surrounded by his lov-
ing family.

During his youth, Sgt. Treantos grew up in
California’s State Capitol, Sacramento where
he attended the local high school, Sacramento
High. Following graduation in 1954, he en-
listed in the U.S. Marine Corps where he
spent several years diligently serving our
country. Sgt. Treantos’ time in the Marine
Corps was spent teaching his fellow marines
to navigate exiting helicopters during the Ko-
rean War. In addition to always helping others,
he was part of the unit to test helicopter tac-
tics to be used with nuclear weapons. Before
retiring from the Marine Corps, he achieved
the rank of Sergeant.

Following his service in the Marine Corps,
Sgt. Treantos moved back to his hometown of
Sacramento and enrolled at Sacramento State
College. He obtained his degree and began
his career as an educator where his passion
for teaching history would be utilized and in-
stilled in his students. Dedicating 52 years be-
tween Sacramento High School, Tracy High
School, and San Joaquin Delta College, Mr.
Treantos loved teaching and once stated that
he would work for free as long as he got to
teach history. Mr. Treantos was a beloved
teacher who would spend countless hours re-
searching his lessons to ensure his students
would not only learn what was being taught,
but be able to envision the historic events that
shaped the United States. His legacy will live
on through the lessons he instilled in his stu-
dents.

In his retirement, Sgt. Treantos became ac-
tively involved in the Tracy American Legion
Post 172. From 2002-2012, he served as
Commander where he assisted in honoring
local heroes, organized events, and selected
recipients to attend Boys State. He was also
involved in the Bill King Detachment 019 of
the Marine Corps League in Modesto where
he served two terms as the detachment Com-
mandant. Sgt. Treantos was the Judge Advo-
cate and took part in funerals for Marines,
color guards and parades. Furthermore, Sgt.
Treantos was the proud president of the Tracy
War Memorial where he participated in hon-
oring veterans and fallen heroes. Marine
Treantos was an inaugural and sitting member
of my Veterans Advisory Committee before his
passing.

Sgt. Treantos was deeply passionate about
sports and unwaveringly loyal to the San Fran-
cisco Giants. Downtime for Sgt. Treantos was
spent enjoying music, theatre, museums, mov-
ies and most of all, reading books. He was
never without a book and shared his desire for
the arts and learning with the various people
in his life.

Sgt. Treantos is survived by his son John
Treantos; daughters Jennifer, Melina and Imo-
gene; five grandchildren Chris, John, Roger,
Addy, and Cameron; three sisters Dena,
Kathy, and Mary; and the mother of his chil-
dren, Liz.
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Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring and
recognizing Sergeant John D. Treantos for his
service and outstanding contributions to the
community as well as our country.

A TRIBUTE TO JULIA DOLLEN
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 8, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Julia
Dollen from the Tri-Center Varsity Cheer team,
as she has been honored with the status of
All-American at the Tri-Center cheer camp.

To achieve this status, Julia had to try out
in front of the entire camp, demonstrating her
knowledge and skill in all areas of cheer. Julia
has dedicated her time and talents to achiev-
ing a single goal and | commend her for her
hard work and determination.

Mr. Speaker, the example set by Julia dem-
onstrates the rewards of hard work, dedication
and perseverance. | am honored to represent
her in the United States Congress. | know all
of my colleagues in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating Julia on
a job well done, and wish her nothing but con-
tinued success.

——

RECOGNIZING MATTHEW WALZER
FOR THE EXTRAORDINARY CON-
TRIBUTIONS TO THE INTELLEC-
TUALLY AND DEVELOP-
MENTALLY DISABLED COMMU-
NITY

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 8, 2015

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mr. Matthew Walzer for his extraor-
dinary contributions to the lives of those with
intellectual, developmental, and physical dis-
abilities. It all began with a simple request to
achieve a dream that most take for granted:
16-year-old Matthew needed an easier way to
put on his shoes.

You see, Matthew has cerebral palsy, a
condition which stiffens the muscles in the
body making it difficult to walk and even
speak. In an open letter to Nike’'s CEO Mark
Parker, he explained that his condition makes
it impossible to tie his shoes. Matthew, who at
the time was preparing to leave high school
and attend college, explained he simply want-
ed to go to the college of his choice and not
worry about someone tying his shoes every
day.

()Sriginally, Nike planned to make just one
pair of this revolutionary shoe for Matthew;
however that was not enough for this inspiring
young man. Matthew didn’t want a special
shoe just for him—he understood this was an
opportunity to develop something that would
benefit a diverse community of millions of peo-
ple facing various physical challenges. As a
longtime admirer of Nike shoes, he brought at-
tention to the lack of a running or basketball
shoe with a self-lacing system that could be
used by everyone.

Matthew’s discussions with Nike were the
catalyst to change the world of shoe tech-
nology. Through his tireless work alongside
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Nike, his dream became a reality. Nike re-
cently released the Zoom Lebron Soldier 8
FLYEASE, a shoe that features a wrap-around
zipper system. Now a sophomore at Florida
Gulf Coast University, Matthew is able to put
his shoes on every day without assistance.

Mr. Speaker, | am extremely proud of Mat-
thew Walzer for refusing to back down from
his goal and his actively seeking out a uni-
versal solution. He wanted to create a shoe
not for one person, but for everyone. Even
Lebron James wore them during a basketball
game to prove that it was truly a shoe that ev-
erybody could wear.

| am so extremely proud to recognize Mat-
thew Walzer as a Hastings Star Student. Mat-
thew has overcome diagnosis after diagnosis
from doctors across the nation, and has prov-
en that no matter the obstacles, he would not
settle for the status quo.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF ERIC NADEL

HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 8, 2015

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Eric Nadel.

Mr. Nadel was the 2014 recipient of the
Ford C. Frick Award, presented annually for
excellence in broadcasting by the National
Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum. Currently
he is in his 21st year as the lead voice on the
Texas Rangers radio broadcasts, which marks
his 37th year broadcasting Rangers baseball,
the longest tenure of any announcer in the
history of the franchise.

Mr. Nadel is a seven-time recipient of the
National Sportscasters and Sportswriters As-
sociation Texas Sportscaster of the Year
Award, and two-time winner of the Associated
Press award for best play-by-play in Texas.
He was also inducted as the 15th member of
the Texas Rangers Baseball Hall of Fame.

Mr. Nadel has spent several off seasons
learning Spanish and has taken part in Span-
ish game broadcasts in numerous Latin Amer-
ican countries. He is the author of three
books, including Texas Rangers: The Author-
ized History, published in 1997. He also is
very active in the local music scene, annually
presenting a Birthday Benefit Concert at the
Kessler Theater.

A 1991 inductee in the Texas Baseball Hall
of Fame, Eric and his wife, Jeannie, reside in
Dallas with their dog, Kirby, a Yorkie mix. The
city of Dallas is lucky to have him.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF PHILIP
HAGOPIAN

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 8, 2015

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Philip Hagopian of Madera,
California who recently passed away on Au-
gust 20, 2015 at the age of 64. Philip will be
missed greatly by his family, friends, and com-
munity.

Mr. Hagopian was born in Fresno, California
on November 12, 1950, to Edward and Mar-
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garet Hagopian. He spent his early years in
Fresno, before moving with his family to
Kerman, and eventually settling in Madera.
Upon graduating from high school, Philip went
on to earn his B.A. in History from the Univer-
sity of California, Davis. After trying his hand
at various occupations, he came back home to
Madera and joined the family business, farm-
ing with his father, when he was 32 years old.

In 1998, Philip married the love of his life,
Ms. Carol Ann LeMarr. The following year, his
dream of being a father came true when their
son, Aram Alexander was born. He was a de-
voted husband and father, and he truly loved
farming in the San Joaquin Valley. Philip had
a nurturing heart, and he enjoyed nothing
more than to walk out into the fields and ap-
preciate the crops he sowed.

Mr. Hagopian was also dedicated to serving
his community. For many years, he provided
goods and services, and was active in his ag-
ricultural profession. For instance, Philip
served on the Madera County Planning Com-
mission, board member for the Raisin Bar-
gaining Association, Trustee of the Board at
Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church, and
he served his country in the United States
Army.

Without question, Mr. Hagopian’s integrity,
honor and long-lasting involvement in the rai-
sin industry made him a reputable man; he
was well known, well-liked and shown enor-
mous appreciation by fellow farmers in the
Central Valley. Philip worked hard and ex-
pected nothing in return. This same generous
spirit was evident in Philip’s love for his family.
| am honored to join his family in celebrating
the life of Philip Hagopian. His presence will
be dearly missed in our community for many
years to come.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in remembering a man of great service and
dedication. His memory will live on through his
family and be remembered by many in our
community. We are all better for having known
Mr. Philip Hagopian, a remarkable Californian
and Central Valley native.

A TRIBUTE TO MARGARITE
GOODENOW

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 8, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Margarite
Goodenow of the Bluffs Arts Council for re-
ceiving an lowa Governor's Volunteer Award.

Each year lowa Governor Terry Branstad
honors individuals who have exemplified ex-
ceptional commitment to their communities
through various service related activities. Mar-
garite was granted this prestigious award as
she has demonstrated her dedication to serv-
ing the Bluffs Arts Council as both a board
member and volunteer. Margarite’s hard work
and dedication to serving others truly em-
bodies our lowa values.

| applaud Margarite for her commitment to
service and giving back to the community. It is
an honor to represent civic minded lowans like
her in the United States Congress. | know my
colleagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives will join me in congratulating her
for receiving this award and wish her nothing
but continued success.
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 8, 2015

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $18,151,154,955,297.86. We've
added $7,524,277,906,384.78 to our debt in 6
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF FRANK PUMILIA

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 8, 2015

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the life and legacy of Mr. Frank
Pumilia of Margate, Florida, who sadly passed
away on Sunday, August 30th at age 94.
Frank was born in Brooklyn, New York and, at
an early age, demonstrated a passion for poli-
tics and a fervent interest in community serv-
ice. He attended high school for only half a
year before dropping out to support his family.
Eventually, Frank became an owner of his
own grocery store and later worked as an in-
surance investor. He retired to Margate, Flor-
ida where he assumed a number of leadership
positions within local organizations.

Frank served as president of both the
Margate Democratic Club and the Margate As-
sociation of Condominiums. He also served as
a chairman for the Margate Civil Service
Board, member of the Broward County Demo-
cratic Executive Committee, member of the
advisory council of the Alzheimer's Family
Center. Frank was a highly regarded commu-
nity leader. In 2010, he was selected by the
Area Agency of Aging of Broward to receive
the Broward County Senior Hall of Fame
honor.

| offer my deepest condolences to Frank’s
family. He is survived by his daughter, Louise
Ditto, by two sons, John Pumilia and Charles
Pumilia, as well as five grandchildren and
three great-grandchildren. Frank’s presence
will be profoundly missed throughout the
Margate community.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to pay my re-
spects to Frank Pumilia and his family. Frank
was a great friend to me throughout the years.
His spirit, loving memory, and legacy of out-
standing leadership will always live on.

TRIBUTE: ALPHA DELTA KAPPA
INTERNATIONAL HONORARY OR-
GANIZATION FOR WOMEN EDU-
CATORS

HON. MO BROOKS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, September 8, 2015

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to commend the Alpha Delta Kappa
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