September 8, 2015

leaders, and so many hardworking people
whose dignity and determination better us all.

Like all small towns and cities in America,
the City of South Tucson faces challenges, but
the drive to meet those challenges and pros-
per for the next 75 years is without a doubt
the city’s future.

| wish to congratulate the Mayor and Coun-
cil of the City of South Tucson and the resi-
dents of the city on its 75th anniversary. The
commemoration ceremony on September 19,
2015 at the Music and Arts Festival will be a
day in which we pause and acknowledge the
history, achievements, and the future of the
City of South Tucson. Congratulations to
South Tucson.

——————

IN MEMORY OF EDITH NORLE
McMILLAN ROBERTS

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 8, 2015

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, it is with pro-
found sadness that | rise to honor the life of
my good friend, Edith Norle McMillan Roberts,
who passed away on Saturday, August 15,
2015, in Antelope, California at the age of 96.
Edith was not only a good friend of mine, but
she was a friend to Sacramento—someone
who spent her life dedicated to her family,
education and public service.

Edith Norle McMillan Roberts was the
widow of the late Tuskegee Airman George
“Spanky” Roberts, Colonel, USAF (Retired), a
member of the first graduating class of the
Tuskegee Airmen in 1942. She was born on
March 18, 1919, in Gilliam, West Virginia.
While attending West Virginia State University
(formerly West Virginia State College), she
met George. She graduated in 1941 with a
Bachelor's degree in music and French. While
at college, she joined the Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority and the college choir. After gradua-
tion, she taught second through fifth grade, as
well as the Boys’ Glee Club, at Lakin Boys’
Reformatory in Point Pleasant, West Virginia.
Edith and George married on March 7, 1942,
immediately following his graduation in the first
class of Tuskegee Airmen.

Moving to Sacramento, California in 1965,
George worked at McClellan Air Force Base
where Edith directed the Military Wives’ Choral
Group and sang in the chapel choir. The pair
retired to civilian life in 1968. The family at-
tended St. Stephen’s Presbyterian Church,
where Edith, once again, took up the post of
choir director until 1997.

Edith graduated in 1972 with her Master's
Degree in social work from the Graduate
School of Social Work at California State Uni-
versity, Sacramento. She worked for the Sac-
ramento City Unified School District as a
School Social Worker from 1972-1985, and
was the first African-American Social Worker
for the school district.

Edith did extensive work for the George S.
“Spanky” Roberts Chapter of the Tuskegee
Airmen, Inc. and founded the “Living History
Team.” She traveled the United States teach-
ing adults and children about the legacy of the
Tuskegee Airmen and the many hardships
they were dealt in life, from Jim Crow laws
and segregation to her struggles of being a
military wife.
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Edith was always a strong advocate of edu-
cation. The George S. “Spanky” Roberts
Chapter will honor her memory by creating the
Edith Roberts Scholarship Award in her name.
Similarly, the Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. national
organization will create the George and Edith
Roberts Scholarship award. These scholar-
ships will help graduating seniors to follow
their goals through higher education and be-
yond. Nothing made Edith happier than watch-
ing young people recognize and follow their
dreams.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring the life of Edith Norle McMillan
Roberts. She leaves a legacy that we should
all aspire to follow. She is loved deeply and
will be missed by many. | pray that her loving
family, George Roberts, Jr., Lanelle Brent,
Michalyn Green, and Leigh Roberts; six grand-
children, Richard Brent, Heather Mercer, Josh-
ua Roberts, Margaret Green, Zachari Roberts,
and Nathaniel Roberts; and three great-grand-
children, Kathryn Mercer, Grace Roberts and
Lauren Mercer will find comfort in the fact that
Edith provided so much love and service to
those of us who had the honor to share in her
life.

————

A TRIBUTE TO DICK MILLER

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 8, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Dick Mil-
ler of the Bluffs Arts Council for receiving an
lowa Governor’s Volunteer Award.

Each year lowa Governor Terry Branstad
honors individuals who have exemplified ex-
ceptional commitment to their communities
through various service related activities. Dick
was granted this prestigious award as he has
demonstrated his dedication to serving the
Bluffs Arts Council as both a board member
and volunteer. Dick’s hard work and dedica-
tion to serving others truly embodies our lowa
values.

| applaud Dick for his commitment to service
and giving back to the community. It is an
honor to represent civic minded lowans like
him in the United States Congress. | know my
colleagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives will join me in congratulating him
for receiving this award and wish him nothing
but continued success.

——————

TRIBUTE TO DEPUTY DARREN
GOFORTH OF THE HARRIS COUN-
TY SHERIFF’'S OFFICE, LOVING
HUSBAND, DEVOTED FATHER,
AND DEDICATED PUBLIC SERV-
ANT

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 8, 2015

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great sorrow but an abiding admiration that |
rise today to acknowledge the life and service
of Deputy Darren Goforth of Houston, Texas.

Deputy Darren Goforth, a ten year veteran
of the Harris County Sheriff's office, died on
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Friday, August 28, 2015, while refueling his
patrol car.

He was shot fifteen times by a man who, by
all accounts, never knew Darren Goforth and
the light he brought into this world.

In a senseless act of violence, the love and
care Darren Goforth gave to his wife, Kathleen
and two young children, and the community
he served, ended entirely too soon.

According to Kathleen Goforth her husband
was an “intricate blend of toughness and gen-
tility,” a man who was fiercely loyal and al-
ways strived to do the right thing; a person
“who you wanted for a friend, a colleague,
and a neighbor.”

May | add, Mr. Speaker, Darren Goforth
was what we want in an American.

Mr. Speaker, Darren Goforth’s life is a testa-
ment to the goodness in the American people,
but his death is a reminder of many difficult
and painful truths.

Foremost among these are the dangers the
men and women of our nation’s law enforce-
ment departments face every time they walk
their beats and patrol their communities.

Their families, the persons who know them
best and love them most, deserve to welcome
them home at the end of each shift, safe and
sound.

Mr. Speaker, we must confront the reality
that police departments and the communities
they protect are all too often adversarial.

We must all work together—law enforce-
ment, community residents, public officials—to
make our communities places where we trust
one another and cooperate to achieve our mu-
tual goal of safety and security for all persons.

The murder of Deputy Goforth also reminds
us that we must do more to stem the tide of
gun violence that tears through this country.

Neither our country nor our hearts can af-
ford to lose people of such quality as Darren
Goforth to gun violence in the staggering
quantities that we do.

Mr. Speaker, over 32,000 Americans die
from gun violence each year.

So, while Darren Goforth’s death is most
certainly a tragedy, death by gun violence
happens all too often in our country.

This normalcy of gun violence is inexcus-
able.

Mr. Speaker, according to media reports,
the person who ended Deputy Goforth’s won-
derful life, struggled with mental iliness for
quite some time.

We absolutely have to do more to ensure
that society’s most dangerous weapons stay
out of the hands of the most mentally or emo-
tionally unstable persons.

It is important that we do this because it is
estimated that 61.5 million Americans experi-
ence mental illness in a given year.

This is why we must, as a nation, attach as
much importance and provide the same level
of resources for mental health as we do for
physical health.

We can no longer afford to ignore the strug-
gles of nearly 20 percent of the population and
fail to provide adequate treatment and serv-
ices that could alleviate some of that struggle
and prevent horrific events like the one that
claimed the life of Deputy Darren Goforth.

Mr. Speaker, | stand here today mourning
the loss of Deputy Darren Goforth but | have
hope.

| have hope that out of this tragedy we will
be moved to act to make this country safer for
the men and women who risk their lives to
keep their communities safe.
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Mr. Speaker, | ask the House to observe a
moment of silence in honor of Deputy Darren
Goforth, an extraordinary human being and a
shining example of what is meant when we re-
member him and say: “He was one of Hous-
ton’s finest.”

———

BEULAH BAPTIST INSTITUTIONAL
CHURCH

HON. KATHY CASTOR

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 8, 2015

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the Beulah Baptist Institu-
tional Church in Tampa, Florida in celebrating
its 150th anniversary. Founded by freed
slaves in 1865, the church holds a unique
place in history. It has served many genera-
tions and the entire community with its mission
of freedom of worship and dignity of the indi-
vidual.

Established at the conclusion of the Civil
War, Beulah became Tampa’s first African-
American Baptist Church. Over its 150 years,
the Church has grown to be a symbol of social
justice. Beulah has remained committed in fo-
cusing on education and civil rights. This dili-
gent commitment has surely ensured a bright-
er future for its congregates and the commu-
nity as a whole.

The lasting influence the church has had on
Tampa is a testament to its congregants and,
certainly, to its leaders. The late Reverend Dr.
A. Leon Lowry, Sr. who served from 1956 to
1996, was a leader in the fight for civil rights
in Tampa in the 1950s and 1960s as well as
the State President of the NAACP. Reverend
Lowry then went on to become the first Afri-
can-American elected to office countywide—
the Hillsborough County School Board. He
was one of the Theology professors of Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The A. Leon Lowry,
Sr. Elementary School in Tampa is named in
his honor.

The current pastor, Reverend Dr. W. James
Favorite, has continued the church’s pivotal
role in community advancement. With a strong
philosophy that serving the church is more
than just ministering on Sunday, Reverend Fa-
vorite serves on many community initiatives in-
cluding Pastors on Patrol, the African Amer-
ican Family Support Initiative, Childcare Facili-
ties Advisory Board, and the Tampa Urban
League board. As the Chairman of the Black
Leadership Commission on AIDS of Tampa
Bay, Reverend Favorite has spearheaded the
effort nationally to reduce the stigma associ-
ated with HIV and AIDS by calling on clergy
all across the bay area and America to put
AIDS and HIV awareness at the heart of their
sermons.

With 150 years of service and stewardship,
the church enters into its next 150 years with
enthusiasm. The church is looking forward to
its upcoming projects including Senior housing
initiatives, job preparation and technology
training, sponsorship of Jamaica Outreach
ministry, Summer Instructional camp, and an
after school e-Library facility.

On behalf of the Tampa Bay community that
has greatly benefitted from the church’s con-
tinuing presence and guidance, | am honored
to congratulate the Beulah Baptist Institutional
Church on their 150th anniversary.
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A TRIBUTE TO DENISE PUTMAN
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 8, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Denise
Putman of the Bluff's Arts Council for receiving
an lowa Governor’s Volunteer Award.

Each year lowa Governor Terry Branstad
honors individuals who have exemplified ex-
ceptional commitment to their communities
through various service related activities.
Denise was granted this prestigious award as
she has demonstrated her dedication to serv-
ing the Bluff's Arts Council as both a board
member and volunteer. Denise’s hard work
and dedication to serving others truly em-
bodies our lowa values.

| applaud Denise for her commitment to
service and giving back to the community. It is
an honor to represent civic minded lowans like
her in the United States Congress. | know my
colleagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives will join me in congratulating her
for receiving this award and wish her nothing
but the best moving forward.

———

HONORING JULIE LOUISE LOVIE,
NAPA COUNTY TEACHER OF THE
YEAR

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 8, 2015

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to recognize Julie Louise Lovie,
who has been selected as the Napa County
Teacher of the Year for 2016.

A native of Napa, California, Ms. Lovie
began her teaching career in 1993 at the
Napa Valley Adult School. In 1994, she began
teaching math and science at Valley Oak Con-
tinuation High School in Napa, where whe still
teaches today. Throughout her career, Ms.
Lovie has been a beloved member of her
school community. In 2010, she was named
Teacher of the Year by the Napa Rotary Club,
and in 2014 she was named a “Friend of the
Napa Hispanic Network”. Her professional af-
filiations have included The California Teach’s
Association, a partnership with the Napa
County Resource Conservation Acorns to
Oaks program, and the Water Shed Week
“STRAW” program. Furthermore, Ms. Lovie
has been a Community Club Leader for the 4
Leaf Clover 4H Club for over 15 years and
has actively participated in Youth Ministry at
St. Apollinaris Church for 10 years.

As an experienced continuation high school
teacher, Ms. Lovie understands that traditional
teaching strategies will not work for the stu-
dents in her classes. Serving a population that
is often considered at risk for drug and alcohol
use, she serves as the Friday Night Live advi-
sor, the California Highway Patrol “Every 15
Minutes” advisor, and as a member of the
Catalyst Prevention Coalition.

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Lovie makes it her mis-
sion as a teacher to change students’ beliefs
about themselves and take them on a journey
of achievement. It is appropriate that we take
this time to honor Ms. Lovie for her decades
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of service to our community and her commit-
ment to making each of her students feel both
supported and respected.

HONORING PROGRESSIVE
MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 8, 2015

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
Progressive Missionary Baptist Church located
in Berkeley, California upon its 80th Anniver-
sary as a strong religious pillar in the East Bay
community.

Progressive Missionary Baptist Church was
founded in 1935 by a group of 35 devout
Christians. They sought to bring glory to God
by engaging and empowering Dbelievers
through fellowship, discipleship, worship and
service. The church was built in the historic
Lorin district of Berkeley. To accommodate its
growing membership, the church was ex-
panded in 1959 to include a library, nursery,
and classrooms. The church added a new
building in 1964 and named it the Stoval Cen-
ter in honor of the late Pastor Edward Stovall.

Dr. Earl C. Stuckey Sr. was elected senior
pastor of Progressive Missionary Baptist
Church in September 1977. Pastor Stuckey is
active in both the faith and local communities.
He served as an advisor on the Billy Graham
Crusade, and was an active member of the
Baptist Ministers Union as well as numerous
other Christian organizations, including serving
as a planning board member of the Mount
Hermon Christian Conference; Publicity Chair-
man of the Evangelism Committee; former
board member of the Bay Cities Bible Institute;
and Christian Nationals Evangelism Commis-
sion.

Through many outreach programs, Progres-
sive Missionary Baptist Church has been able
to better the lives of people in their commu-
nity. The church facilitates programs such as
the Bay Area Rescue Mission, Alcohol and
Drug Abuse Programs, Crown Ministries Fi-
nancial Seminars, Project Go Ye, and Cele-
brate Recovery. All of these programs have
had a truly remarkable effect on the residents
of the Bay Area.

Progressive Missionary Baptist Church con-
tinues to host ministries for groups of all ages
and areas of need. The Life Development Min-
istry provides young members a safe and car-
ing atmosphere in which they can receive
guidance and direction. The Home Builders
Ministry works to strengthen the spiritual foun-
dation for engaged and married couples; the
Men’s Fellowship Ministry challenges men to
reach spiritual maturity and restore family con-
nections; and, the Women’s Fellowship Min-
istry seeks to enable each woman to discover
and utilize her spiritual potential.

On behalf of the residents of California’s
13th Congressional District, | extend my sin-
cerest congratulations to Progressive Mis-
sionary Baptist Church on the special occa-
sion of its 80th anniversary. | wish Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church many more years
of faithful and compassionate service.
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