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never really broke me down. | enjoyed every
minute of it and learned a lot.”

Cpl. Grace studied a variety of topics from
weapons to Army history in preparation for the
demanding process of facing the selection
boards in anticipation of seeking advancement
in his chosen endeavor. He first won the troop
board, successfully navigated the squadron
and brigade boards, ultimately culminating
with his being named Soldier of the Year for
the entire 1st Infantry Division.

As a result of his selection as Soldier of the
Year, Cpl. Grace was chosen to provide per-
sonal security for the 1st Infantry Division Sgt.
Maj. Michael A. Grinston in Iraq.

Based on his extraordinary history in the
military thus far, there should be no doubt that
Cpl. Grace will continue to distinguish himself
as he pursues Airborne school and Ranger
school. After his sterling career in the military
is completed, Cpl. Grace aspires to yet again
continue to serve his country and particularly
the great state of Texas as a Department of
Public Safety Highway Patrolman, but has not
ruled out the possibility of serving as long as
possible in his career within the United States
Army.

It is a distinct privilege to honor this remark-
able soldier, to pay tribute to him for his being
named Soldier of the Year from the entire 1st
Infantry Division, and to congratulate him for
his upcoming promotion to sergeant. His ac-
complishments are now recorded in this CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD which will endure as long
as there is a United States of America.

———

HONORING THE CAREER OF LINDA
CHIARENZA

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 8, 2015

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to ac-
knowledge the distinguished career and leg-
acy of service of Linda Chiarenza, who was
honored for her professional excellence as the
Executive Director of the West Side and Black
Rock-Riverside Neighborhood Housing Serv-
ices at a Retirement Celebration on August
26, 2015.

In 1999, Linda was selected as the Execu-
tive Director of the West Side Neighborhood
Housing Services (WSNHS) where she had
worked as a Housing Specialist for 4 years.
Linda immediately got to work rebuilding rela-
tionships with funding sources, expanding re-
sources and engaging the WSNHS Board and
staff to work collaboratively and creatively to
lead this critically important non-profit agency
to national recognition as part of the
NeighborWorks network.

This year brought an Exemplary rating for
WSNHS by NeighborWorks America, and it is
deservedly proud of its designation as a
NeighborWorks Green Organization.

From her first project on Shield Street to the
revitalization of Connecticut Street to restoring
a historic West Side property, Linda contin-
ually demonstrated dogged determination and
an unshakeable commitment to neighborhood
revitalization led by community stakeholders.

Linda’s devotion of time, energy and re-
sources to support the community was deserv-
edly recognized by Business First with the
2009 Women of Influence Award and the 2007
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and 2015 Woman of the Year Award by the
West Side Business and Taxpayers Associa-
tion. Her work with all levels of government
earned her recognition as a New York State
Woman of Distinction and the FBI Board of Di-
rectors Service Award.

During her time with West Side Neighbor-
hood Housing Services, Linda accomplished
significant milestones for the organization, in-
cluding a merger with Black Rock-Riverside
Neighborhood Housing Services, leading to a
working partnership with West Side Neighbor-
hood Housing Services sharing staff and serv-
ices, and now serving as lead agency for
housing rehab throughout the city of Buffalo.
On June 10th of this year, West Side NHS
and Black Rock NHS celebrated 35 years of
service and another milestone of achievement
was acknowledged on the recognition of its
Executive Director who will leave a community
better than when she arrived and clearly better
prepared to continue to grow and thrive each
and every day.

While Linda worked for the community, it is
well known that her children and grandchildren
are her world. We extend our best wishes and
gratitude to her son John and daughter-in-law
Maria, her daughter Nicole and son-in-law

Jeff, and her seven grandchildren Vinny,
Alexa, Johnny, Madeline, Jack, Jeff and
Addison. | am especially grateful for her

friendship, invaluable guidance and leadership
ability that led to remarkable growth in neigh-
borhood reinvestment, expanded services and
stronger partnerships.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a
few moments to honor the career of Linda
Chiarenza. | ask that my colleagues join me in
expressing our congratulations on a well-
earned retirement, and to celebrate the exem-
plary work she did to enrich the communities
of Western New York.

——
RECOGNIZING THE GOKASHO,
JAPAN “PEACE MEMORIAL

MONUMENT COMMITTEE” AND A
WWII ARMY AIR CORPS CREW
THAT PERISHED NEAR
TAKACHIHO, GOKASHO WHOSE
LIVES THEY COMMEMORATE AN-
NUALLY

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 8, 2015

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the “Peace Memorial
Monument Committee” of the Gokasho region
of Japan which, since 1995, has honored the
lives of a World War Il U.S. Army Air Corps
crew that perished near the local town of
Takachiho.

On August 30th, 1945, an American B-29
Bomber with twelve Army Air Corps crew
members on board clipped the peak of the
Oyaji mountain in Takachiho. The bomber was
on a mission to the Allied POW detention cen-
ter at Kaitanko of Miyawaka, Fukuoka to air
drop relief supplies. The ensuing crash left no
survivors. The crew members’ bodies were re-
trieved by the U.S. military with the help of the
citizens of Takachiho.

The names of the flight crew members that
perished are Alfred Eiken of Missouri, Henry
Baker of Tennessee, Jack Riggs of Kansas,
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George Williamson of Pennsylvania, John
Cornwell of Texas, Henry Frees of lllinois, Sol-
omon Groner of New York, Walter Gusteveson
of Pennsylvania, Norman Henninger of Ohio,
John Hodges, Jr. of Virginia, John Dangerfield
of Utah, and Bob Miller of Utah.

In 1995, the “Peace Memorial Monument
Committee,” which is organized by the people
of the Gokasho region of Japan, constructed
the Peace Memorial Monument to honor this
Army Air Corps crew as well as that of a Jap-
anese Army Fighter jet “Hayabusa” which
crashed in a nearby mountain town. A memo-
rial ceremony has been held each year since
1995 to commemorate these two tragedies
and pray for continued peace and friendship
between the United States and Japan. The
ceremony is held on the Saturday in August
nearest to August 30th, the date of the Amer-
ican crash.

Mr. Speaker, | am humbled to have the
privilege of recognizing these fallen warriors,
as well as the act of commitment to peace
and friendship by the people of the Gokasho
region that has flourished from this tragedy.

In closing, | ask all my colleagues to join me
in honoring the Gokasho “Peace Memorial
Monument Committee,” and the twelve Amer-
ican Air Corps crew members whose lives
they have not forgotten.

———————

HONORING LORRAINE “LORRIE”
LEWIS

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 8, 2015

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Lorrie Lewis, who passed away this
August in Novato, California, at the age of 72.
A lifelong advocate for people with develop-
mental disabilities, Mrs. Lewis was defined by
her radiant warmth, focused passion, and
unremitting selfless actions.

Calling Mrs. Lewis an inspiration does not
capture her complete dedication to helping
others. After managing a group home in the
North Bay with her husband, Jim, the couple
co-founded the Institute for Abundant Living
(IAL) in 1995. Since then, the Institute has
provided educational opportunities to people
living with developmental disabilities, pushing
them to achieve more academically and equip-
ping them with skills to succeed personally
and professionally.

| can attest to the hard work and enthu-
siasm of both staff and students through my
firsthand observations when visiting the Insti-
tute for Abundant Living over the years. The
organization plays an important role in the
North Bay and has touched innumerable lives
in its two decades of operation. Marin County
was truly lucky to count Mrs. Lewis as an ac-
tivist and neighbor.

Mrs. Lewis was active in her faith commu-
nity and loved nothing more than being with
her family. She will be missed far beyond
those circles, however, as her unyielding ef-
forts will continue to impact our community for
years to come. It is therefore appropriate that
we pay tribute to her today and express our
deepest condolences to Jim, her sons Andy
and Kirt Lewis, and her grandchildren.
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HONORING SANDRA WILLIAMS
BUSH AND RECOGNIZING HER
DEDICATION TO HELPING OTH-
ERS

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 8, 2015

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | stand before
you today to recognize and honor Ms. Sandra
Williams Bush for her outstanding commitment
to service as well as the sharing of knowl-
edge, culture, and community. Sandra Bush is
the recipient of the Buffalo Association of
Black Social Workers, Inc. Community Service
Award; the Black Chamber of Commerce of
WNY Beverly Gray Community Service Award,
the GROUP Ministries, Inc. Community
Achievement Award, the Harriet Tubman
Community Service Award, the Afro-American
Historical Association of the Niagara Frontier,
Inc. William Wells Brown Community Service
Award, and Community Service Recognition
from the City of Buffalo Common Council
Community.

Sandra Bush, the daughter of Willis and
Evelyn Williams, was born in Buffalo and grew
up attending schools within the Buffalo school
system. She continued her education, earning
a Human Services degree from Medaille Col-
lege and a Masters of Library Science degree
from the University of Buffalo School of Infor-
mation and Library Science. Her well-rounded
education only strengthened her passion to
help others. In August of 1985, Sandra began
her career with the Buffalo and Eire County
Public Library as a clerk with the Department
of Extension Services. A few years later, she
decided to pursue a degree in library science,
and in 1991 she received her certification as
a public librarian. Her career also included
working with the RAM Van, Lookie Bookie, the
Bookmobile and other several city branch li-
braries.

Sandra is retiring as the first Branch Man-
ager of the Frank E. Merriweather, Jr. Library.
There she oversaw the care of the largest re-
source center of African and African American
history in central and western New York. Be-
yond maintaining the collection, she worked
tirelessly to incorporate the community with
quality library service, programming and out-
reach efforts.

She credits strong family support along with
encouragement from the community for her
achievements. Friends and family joined San-
dra Bush for her retirement party on August
21, 2015 at the Frank Merriweather Library
between 3:30 and 5:30 p.m.

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a
few moments to honor and recognize Ms.
Sandra Williams Bush. | ask that my col-
leagues join me in congratulating Ms. Bush on
an accomplished career and to commend her
for her admirable work within the Buffalo li-
brary system and community.
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CELEBRATING THE 125TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF JAPANTOWN SAN
JOSE (NITHONMACHI)

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 8, 2015

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today with
Representatives ZOE LOFGREN and ANNA
ESHOO to honor the 125th Anniversary of the
establishment of Japantown San José
(Nihonmachi) in Santa Clara Valley.
Nihonmachi is a reflection of the values of the
original Japanese immigrant community, the
Issei (first generation), who settled in Santa
Clara Valley in 1890. By the early 20th cen-
tury, the community formally established resi-
dence in what is now Nihonmachi, which of-
fered a uniquely Japanese source of employ-
ment, lodging, goods, services, and cultural
support. Nihonmachi is one of only three re-
maining Japantowns in the United States
today.

Soon after the founding of Nihonmachi, with
the support of the Gentlemen’s Agreement of
1907, an increased number of Japanese
women began settling in Santa Clara Valley.
This led to the growth of families and the birth
of the Nisei (second generation) of
Nihonmachi residents.

Nihonmachi witnessed its first national trag-
edy as the Great Depression enveloped the
United States. However, despite national eco-
nomic hardship, Nihonmachi experienced
slow, yet steady economic  growth.
Nihonmachi further strengthened its presence
in the region by welcoming other Asian com-
munities, serving as a cultural refuge for Chi-
nese and Filipino immigrants. This cultural di-
versity among the residents of Nihonmachi al-
lowed the neighborhood to withstand the tur-
moil of World War Il, as well as the forced in-
ternment of Japanese Americans in 1942.

After the post-war return of the Japanese
American community to the West Coast and
Santa Clara Valley, Nihonmachi became a
haven for residents against the simmering
anti-Japanese sentiment and national racial
hysteria. Despite the open adversity faced by
Nihonmachi, its population nearly doubled in
size due to the addition of Sansei (third gen-
eration) by the end of the 1940s.

Through the late 1960s and into the 1970s
the Nisei were caring not only for the aging
Issei and growing Sansei, but were also deter-
mined to preserve Japanese culture and com-
bat the widespread acculturation of their com-
munity into mainstream American culture. It
was during the 1970s that the Sansei em-
barked on a path of political activism set on
sparking a renewal of Nihonmachi through cul-
tural awareness.

Since the 1980s, Nihonmachi has experi-
enced a period of revitalization, including the
building of new commercial and residential de-
velopment, including projects on land that had
once been a neighboring Chinatown. Further-
more, the installation of historical markers and
plaques around the neighborhood commemo-
rate the cultural history and achievements of
Nihonmachi.

Currently, the Yonsei and Gosei (fourth and
fifth generations) play a vital role in the inter-
national dialogue between Nihonmachi and
Japan as well as the continued preservation of
Japanese culture brought to Santa Clara Val-

E1217

ley by the Issei 125 years ago. For instance,
in 2013, the Japantown Business Association
sponsored fundraising events to provide aid
and support to victims of the Tohoku tsunami
and earthquake in Japan.

Mr. Speaker, we commend Japantown San
José for its 125 years of dedication to the
preservation of Japanese culture in the in-
creasingly diverse Santa Clara Valley. As one
of only three remaining Japantowns in the
United States, Nihonmachi’s contributions to
the cultural preservation of the Japanese
American community and its commitment to
cultural and economic development of the re-
gion serve as a national example of what can
be accomplished by uniting communities and
working toward positive change, diversity, and
mutual respect.

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND LEG-
ACY OF NORTHWEST FLORIDA’S
BELOVED JAMES C. “BUCK”
SMITH

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 8, 2015

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to recognize the life and legacy of Northwest
Florida’s beloved James C. “Buck” Smith, who
passed away peacefully in his home after a
long battle with Alzheimer's on August 11,
2015. A longtime resident of Fort Walton
Beach and former City Councilman, Buck had
a deep love for his family and community, and
his contributions, especially the impact on
youth in the area, will be remembered.

Born on January 7, 1936 in Columbus,
Georgia to Red and Myrtis Clements Smith,
Buck and his siblings moved to Florida’s Gulf
Coast following his mother's passing. Buck,
who had a love for sports, which remained
with him throughout his life, played football at
Choctawhatchee High School, where he grad-
uated Class of 1955, as well as played at
Holmes Junior College in Mississippi.

Upon his return home to Fort Walton Beach,
Buck became an active member of the com-
munity. As a small businessman, Buck started
Smith’s Plumbing, Randall’s Nursery, and
Bucran Corporation. As a leader in the civic
arena, he was elected to serve the area he
loved as Fort Walton Beach City Councilman
from 1983 to 1991. Buck also was a member
of the Shriners and was a Free Mason.

It was his passion for community and its
youth, however, to whom he dedicated much
of his life, by which many will remember Buck.
He was instrumental in securing the Fort Wal-
ton Beach High School’s field house and
baseball field, as well as preparing the tennis
courts for action at Bruner Middle School. He
strongly advocated for the need of a voca-
tional school in the area, helped found the Fel-
lowship of Christian Athletes in Okaloosa
County and the All Sports Association, which
he was inducted into its Hall of Fame in 2004.
Whether it was growing the love of softball in
the area by starting a men’s slow pitch softball
team, which competed at National’s in 1973;
attending high school football games and
cheering on players; or supporting Little
League teams; Buck was inspired by the char-
acter and camaraderie built as a result of par-
ticipating in organized sports. He believed in
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