January 27, 2015

General to provide training for State and local
law enforcement agencies on immigration law
that may be useful for the investigation and
prosecution of crimes related to trafficking in
persons.

Mr. Speaker, trafficking in humans, and es-
pecially child trafficking, has no place in a civ-
ilized society and those who engage in this il-
licit trade should be prosecuted to the fullest
extent of the law.

To effectively combat human trafficking, we
need to provide resources and training to gov-
ernment personnel to assist victims and ap-
prehend criminals.

By providing the necessary training and
support, we will catch more human trafficking
criminals and save lives, and prevent many
other persons, including children, from becom-
ing human trafficking victims.

| ask my colleagues to join me in supporting
H.R. 357, the Human Trafficking Prevention
Act.

HONORING MS. ABHA PANDYA
HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 27, 2015

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize Ms. Abha Pandya, who is retiring at
the end of this month from the position of
Chief Executive Officer of Asian Human Serv-
ices, Inc. (AHS) after 20 years in leadership at
the organization. AHS is Chicago’s largest so-
cial service agency serving the needs of the
pan-Asian and other immigrant and under-
served communities residing in metropolitan
Chicago. Ms. Pandya joined AHS in June
1994 as the Executive Director, and in 2004
she became the Chief Executive Officer. In
1994, AHS had a staff of six employees and
a budget of $294,000. Under Ms. Pandya’s
leadership, AHS has grown nearly 40 fold—
having a budget of approximately $15 million
in fiscal year 2015, and a staff of 115 full-time
employees.

Ms. Pandya is a truly remarkable leader.
She always completed what she set out to do,
including big projects that are important to the
community, such as opening several Federally
Qualified Health Care Clinics, providing dental
services to the community, and opening edu-
cation and job training centers. | attended
many wonderful ribbon cuttings of AHS
projects under Ms. Pandya’s leadership.

AHS is a multilingual, functionally diverse,
not-for-profit social service agency that pro-
vides direct services to over 27,000 clients a
year. Its excellent staff speaks 24 languages
and includes people of different ages, gen-
ders, ethnicities and races.

Under Ms. Pandya’s leadership, AHS
opened lllinois’ first federally-funded primary
care and dental clinic to provide linguistically
and culturally appropriate clinical services to
Asian immigrants and others; a comprehen-
sive mental health program, the only state-
funded program for the Asian community in II-
linois; a large community health education and
prevention program; an extensive family lit-
eracy program; and a job training and place-
ment program. In 2011, AHS received $2.8
million in capital funds from the state and fed-
eral governments to start an expanded pri-
mary care and dental clinic, and the new clinic
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became fully operational on September 3,
2013. In 2014 AHS received federal funding to
establish an additional primary care clinic in
my district, in Skokie, lllinois.

AHS will be naming one of their clinics the
“Abha Pandya’s Family Health Center” to
honor her contributions. It is an extremely
well-deserved honor.

Ms. Pandya has advocated extensively at
the federal, state and city levels on behalf of
Asian and other immigrant and refugee com-
munities in Chicago for a more equitable dis-
tribution of resources, greater access, and lin-
guistically appropriate services. She has
served on the Governor's Multicultural Serv-
ices Committee, and on the Board of Directors
of the Chicago Council on Urban Affairs, the
Coalition of Limited English Speaking Elderly,
the metropolitan Board of the United Way of
Chicago and the Chicago Council of the
United Way.

Ms. Pandya received a B.A. with honors
from Elphinstone College, University of Bom-
bay, and a master's degree with distinction
from the University of Delhi, and an M.S. in
journalism from Boston University. She will be
spending time with her family, including her
grandchildren, in California. | thank Ms.
Pandya for her leadership and service. | will
miss working with her in her leadership role at
AHS, but | know she will continue to look for
ways to serve our community.

————
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Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the life of a beloved mem-
ber of the Indianapolis community, Bill Mays.
Sadly he unexpectedly passed away on De-
cember 4, 2014, his 69th birthday. Bill was a
businessman, a family man, a leader of the
community, and a philanthropist. He built an
economic dream in his business and used his
fortune to help others. His dedication to the
Hoosier community will forever be remem-
bered.

A lifelong Hoosier, Bill was born in Evans-
ville on December 4, 1945. He graduated as
the number one male academically from
Evansville Central High School, where he was
also a member of the football team. He later
received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Chem-
istry and a Master of Business Administration
from Indiana University in Bloomington. He
later went on to receive four Honorary Doctor-
ates from universities and colleges in Indiana.

In 1980, Bill launched Mays Chemical Com-
pany, Inc. and grew it into one of the largest
chemical distribution companies in North
America. During the first year of business he
doubled his $1 million sales objective. From
there his business grew exponentially and it is
now ranked the 20th largest chemical dis-
tributor in the United States. He was regarded
as one of the most successful businessmen in
Indiana, not just because of Mays Chemical,
but also because of other ventures he under-
took. In addition to starting Mays Chemical, he
also owned The Indianapolis Recorder. In
1990 Mays purchased The Recorder, saving
the newspaper. His niece, and a dear friend of
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mine, Carolene Mays, became general man-
ager of The Recorder in 1998. Under Bill and
Carolene’s leadership The Recorder grew in
readership, prominence, and credibility. The
Recorder is still in circulation today. Mays also
was the former majority owner of the Hoosier
Radio and Television Properties, which include
WAV-TV53, HOT 96.3 FM, WGGR 106.7 FM
and WIRE.

His business savvy was impressive, but his
dedication to the community set him apart. He
served on a wide variety of for-profit and non-
profit boards and held many chairmanships.
His list of community service honors and
awards is lengthy. Just to name a few, he re-
ceived the National Society of Black Engineers
Golden Torch Award (2003), Indiana Univer-
sity’s Herman B. Wells Visionaries Award
(2000); Wheeler Boys & Girls Club Man and
Youth Award (1998); Madame C.J. Walker
Lifetime Achievement Award (1998); was in-
ducted into the Junior Achievement Central In-
diana Business Hall of Fame (1998); and had
the honor of carrying the Olympic flame during
its trip through Indianapolis in 1996.

Mays is survived by his wife, Dr. Rose
Mays, retired Associate Dean of Community
Affairs at Indiana University’s School of Nurs-
ing, daughters Kristin Mays-Corbitt, President
of Mays Chemical, and Heather Mays-Woods,
an educator. Bill was a mentor and a leader
of the business community, but most impor-
tantly he was a husband and father. On many
occasions Mays had said that his true passion
was his family. Please join me in thanking
Bil's family and friends for sharing such a
wonderful man with the Hoosier community.

———

ENHANCING SERVICES FOR RUN-
AWAY AND HOMELESS VICTIMS
OF YOUTH TRAFFICKING ACT OF
2015

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 26, 2015

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as a sen-
ior member of the Judiciary and Homeland
Security Committees, | rise in strong support
of H.R. 468, “Homeless Victims of Youth Traf-
ficking Act of 2015.”

| support this bipartisan legislation which
amends the Trafficking Victims Protection Act
of 2000 by inserting the phrase “sever forms
of trafficking in persons” and including “youth
who are victims of trafficking,” in the defini-
tions for the law.

Mr. Speaker, trafficking in persons is an in-
conceivable, callous and inhumane crime that
unquestionably deserves the nation’s utmost
attention. It is particularly difficult to see the
victimization of the very young who are sold or
tricked into becoming victims of Human Traf-
ficking.

| join my colleagues is working to strengthen
laws against human trafficking, and supporting
the allocation of resources to further the ef-
forts of law enforcement and aid agencies in
identification of youth victims and provide vital
support to preventing further victimization and
to reclaim the lives of the most vulnerable
among us—our children from traffickers.

It is estimated 2.8 million children living on
the streets of this nation are at risk for traf-
ficking into the sex industry. Children who are
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abused or victims of molestation are most vul-
nerable.

If they are lured into human trafficking they
are isolated from the rest of the world and
start living lives controlled by pimps, escort
and massage services, private dancing clubs,
pornographic clubs and much worse.

The work of the authors of this bill con-
tribute to raising public awareness must be at
the forefront of our hearts and minds and
these unlawful, immoral traffickers, beyond a
doubt must unavoidably be brought to justice.
We must seek them out and press them from
our society by standing up together with a col-
lective voice saying, “Human trafficking stops
today, right now, with us.”

Mr. Speaker, | along with my Colleagues on
the Committee on Homeland Security held a
field hearing in Houston Texas last year on
the issue of Human Trafficking.

The day before that hearing local law en-
forcement with support from federal law en-
forcement agencies raided a house where
suspected victims of human trafficking were
being held.

According to the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice, Houston, Texas is one of the nation’s
largest hubs for human trafficking, with over
200 active brothels in Houston and two new
ones opening each month.

In 2006, the Department of Justice National
Conference on Human Trafficking identified
the I-10 corridor as one of the main routes for
traffickers. Interstate 1-10 links the major
Texas urban areas Houston, San Antonio and
El Paso and dozens of mid- and small sized
towns in between.

Mr. Speaker, one of the most important
things that can and must continue to be done
is to raise public awareness and force the ac-
tivity of traffickers and their victims out of the
shadows into the light.

Raising the visibility and status of the gov-
ernmental entities charged with the responsi-
bility of documenting the problems, successes,
and remaining challenges confronting the
United States and the international community
in eradicating the scourge of human trafficking
is a positive step forward in achieving this
goal.

| urge all of my colleagues to join me in
supporting passage of H.R. 468.

TRIBUTE TO ELISE JONES MARTIN

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 27, 2015

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a wonderful woman and South
Carolinian who is turning 100 years old on
February 7th. Elise Jones Martin has been a
stalwart of her community in Columbia, South
Carolina for decades, and is very deserving of
this recognition she is receiving from people
all across the State of South Carolina.

Ms. Martin was born in Hartsville, South
Carolina and arrived in Columbia in the 1930s
following cosmetology training in New Jersey.
She later attended South Carolina State Col-
lege in Orangeburg, SC where she received
her teaching certification. She taught for many
years at Booker T. Washington High School
and was very active in her trade’s professional
organizations.
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Ms. Martin became the first African Amer-
ican woman to own a business on Main Street
in Columbia when she opened a wig shop
called Accent Elise. She became a dedicated
and trustworthy member of the community.
She worked with the Columbia Housing Au-
thority on its Hope VI program and served as
a poll worker for over three decades. In 2008
she served as the poll manager to her polling
location at the youthful age of 94. She has
also served as a member of the Columbia
Zoning board and a member of the America
Beautiful Committee of the Midlands.

She believes that citizens must take part in
the change they seek and has been a tireless
worker through the City of Columbia. Ms. Mar-
tin has been extremely dedicated to Bethel
A.M.E. Church, where she’s been a member
for more than 70 years and has held many
leadership positions. Her deep and lasting
commitment to her church and her community
have made her a valuable asset. She has al-
ways been very approachable. Her wisdom,
friendship and compassion are often sought
and highly valued by her family and fellow citi-
zens.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my col-
leagues join me in congratulating Ms. Elise
Jones Martin on this tremendous milestone. It
is very fitting that her valuable contributions
and this celebration of 100 years of life are
being recognized by her family and friends for
all she has done to give back to those with
whom she has shared a century of blessed
experiences.

—

EXTRAORDINARY ACT OF VALOR
HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 27, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Deputy John McCord of the Fort
Bend County Precinct 3 Constable’s Office for
being selected by the Houston 100 Club for
the Officer of the Year Award. This award rec-
ognizes his extraordinary act of valor to pro-
tect the lives of residents of Fort Bend County.

On June 27, 2014, Deputy McCord re-
sponded to a call reporting a child drowning in
the Weston Lakes subdivision in Fulshear,
Texas. Deputy McCord rescued the uncon-
scious boy from the bottom of the lake and
performed lifesaving CPR before a medical
helicopter arrived to bring the child to the hos-
pital. Thanks to officers like Deputy McCord,
residents of Fort Bend County can rest as-
sured that our police officers are dedicated to
serving our community and keeping us safe.

| thank Deputy John McCord for his courage
and readiness to act in the line of duty. On be-
half of the residents of the Twenty-Second
Congressional of Texas, thank you and con-
gratulations again to John for being selected
to receive the Houston 100 Club’s Officer of
the Year Award.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MAXINE WATERS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 27, 2015

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California. Mr.
Speaker, | submit my vote preference for
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Speaker of the House. | was unavoidably de-
tained at the time of voting. However, had |
been present in person, | would have cast my
vote in support of Congresswoman NANCY
PELOSI for Speaker of the House.

TRIBUTE TO GEORGETTE BROWN

HON. GREG WALDEN

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 27, 2015

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to Georgette Brown, a
dedicated public servant and a very good
friend of mine who passed away earlier this
month. For 25 years, Georgette served the
people of Josephine County, Oregon, as the
longest serving County Clerk in county history.
Along the way, she implemented local vote-by-
mail and published the first local voters’ pam-
phlet. Today, | honor her commitment and life-
time of community service.

Georgette understood the importance of
participating in our democracy. Whether at a
town hall, rotary speech or business round-
table, Georgette was always present, actively
listening, asking pertinent questions and show-
ing genuine support. She believed the best
way to make her voice heard in Washington,
DC was by being present and engaged.

For Georgette, the core duty of a citizen
was voting. She worked hard to make sure
every vote counted. When Oregon moved to a
vote-by-mail system, Georgette appeared be-
fore the Oregon Legislature to advocate for
ballot deadline announcements in the media.
In her own county, she took it upon herself as
Clerk to make sure as many people as pos-
sible voted, telling anyone who would listen
that they better vote!

Georgette Brown’s belief and dedication
paid off. Voter turnout in Josephine County
peaked at nearly 90 percent in the 1996 gen-
eral election and averaged nearly 70 percent
during much of Georgette’s tenure. She
served as president of the Oregon Association
of County Clerks. | am sure more than a few
of the fellow clerks with whom Georgette
served are grateful for having so many helpful
things from her along the way.

Georgette had the distinction of being Jose-
phine County’s first clerk to perform mar-
riages, and she performed hundreds of them
during and after her tenure. She even once
traveled on her own time to New Zealand to
perform a wedding for a Grants Pass resident,
quickly making new friends along the way.

If someone had a question, Georgette usu-
ally had an answer. Often, she would even
rattle off the appropriate Oregon statute from
memory. Georgette believed it was important
to be fiscally responsible in running her office.
She ran it like a business, looking for ways to
save money. Sometimes, when times were
tight, she’d pay her own expenses when trav-
eling to a conference, sharing a room when
necessary.

Georgette had great respect for the office of
Clerk, and those who worked there. After her
retirement in 2008, she would stop by the
county courthouse to say hello. Her last visit
was in May when she hand delivered her bal-
lot to make sure the county clerk knew her
signature had changed—and likely to see how
the turnout was looking to see how many peo-
ple she still needed to remind.
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