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We know this because we see them and 

benefit from their contributions every day. 
Many of them work for us in our offices as jun-
ior staff members, congressional fellows, or in-
terns and they do amazing work for and on 
behalf of the constituents we are privileged to 
represent. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe there is no higher 
calling than the call to serve a cause larger 
than ourselves. That is why I ran for public of-
fice. I was inspired to serve by President Ken-
nedy who said, ‘‘Ask not what your country 
can do for you, ask what you can do for your 
country,’’ and by the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. who said: 

Everybody can be great because anybody 
can serve. . . . You only need a heart full of 
grace. A soul generated by love. 

By this measure, there are several other 
great young men and women who served as 
volunteers this year in my offices. They may 
toil in obscurity but their contributions to the 
constituents we serve are deeply appreciated. 
That is why today I rise to pay tribute to eight 
extraordinary young persons for their service 
to my constituents in the 18th Congressional 
District of Texas and to the American people. 
They are: 

Christopher Lange from the University of 
California at Berkeley and the United States 
Air Force; 

Earl King from North Carolina Central 
School of Law; 

BerThaddaeus Bailey from the University of 
Oklahoma; 

Jesse Guadiana from the University of 
Texas; 

Ashley Melero from Texas Tech University; 
Cassie Gianni from the University of Hous-

ton and the LBJ School of Public Affairs at the 
University of Texas; 

Aisha Yaqoob of the University of Georgia; 
Aaron Richards of St. John’s University; and 
Asad Moten from Harvard University and 

the F. Edward Hébert School of Medicine at 
the Uniformed Services University of the 
Health Sciences. 

Mr. Speaker, the energy, intelligence, and 
idealism these wonderful young people 
brought to my office and those interning in the 
offices of my colleagues help keep our democ-
racy vibrant. The insights, skills, and knowl-
edge of the governmental process they gain 
from their experiences will last a lifetime and 
prove invaluable to them as they go about 
making their mark in this world. 

Because of persons like them the future of 
our country is bright and its best days lie 
ahead. I wish them all well. 

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful that such 
thoughtful committed young men and women 
can be found working in my office, those of 
my colleagues, and in every community in 
America. Their good works will keep America 
great, good, and forever young. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF ALLYSEN 
LOVSTUEN, A 2015 PRESIDENTIAL 
AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN 
MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE 
TEACHING RECIPIENT 

HON. ROD BLUM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 31, 2015 

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate Allysen Lovstuen, a constituent from 

Waukon, Iowa and a 2015 recipient of the 
Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathe-
matics and Science Teaching. 

On July 1, 2015, President Obama honored 
Ms. Lovstuen, a mathematics teacher at 
Decorah High School in Decorah, Iowa, with 
the award for Excellence. Awarded annually 
on behalf of the White House Office of 
Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) and 
the National Science Foundation (NSF), this 
Presidential honor recognizes outstanding 
teaching contributions in the fields of math and 
science in K–12 education. 

For her contributions to curriculum develop-
ment and mathematics instruction, Allysen will 
receive a signed certificate from President 
Obama, along with a $10,000 award from the 
NSF. Additionally, she will travel to Wash-
ington, D.C. for an official awards ceremony 
hosted by the Administration where she will 
have the opportunity to meet and collaborate 
with the 107 other award recipients from 
across the country. 

I want to thank Allysen for her commitment 
to her students at Decorah High School and 
congratulate her on this honor. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE ROBERT E. 
SIMON JR. CHILDREN’S CENTER 
ON THE OCCASION OF ITS 25TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 31, 2015 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate the Robert E. Simon Jr. Children’s 
Center on the occasion of its 25th Anniversary 
and its relocation to a new facility. 

The education and well-being of our children 
are among the highest priorities that we as a 
community share. The Robert E. Simon Jr. 
Children’s Center provides a safe, nurturing, 
instructional atmosphere that promotes cre-
ativity, curiosity, independence, and coopera-
tion. 

The Simon Center is a nonprofit organiza-
tion located in the 11th Congressional District 
in Reston, Virginia, and named after Mr. Rob-
ert E. Simon, the founder of Reston. The Cen-
ter was founded in 1990 as part of the Reston 
Area Child Care Consortium. The consortium 
was made up of employers, community resi-
dents, parents, educators, and professionals 
concerned about child care needs in our com-
munity. The Simon Center fulfilled Mr. Simon’s 
original vision for providing quality childcare in 
his master plan for Reston. 

Mr. Simon’s original plan placed the Center 
adjacent to an elder care facility to add an 
‘‘inter-generational’’ component. That feature 
was part of the Center’s original space as it 
was connected to a rehabilitation center and a 
close walk to an assisted-living facility. For 24 
years, this arrangement flourished and both 
the children and the senior citizens in the 
neighborhood benefitted greatly. 

The Simon Center is dedicated to meeting 
the emotional, social, physical, and intellectual 
needs of children aged three months to five 
years in a safe, child-oriented environment. 
Since 2000, the Center has held an advanced 
accreditation by the National Academy of 
Early Childhood Programs, a division of The 
National Association for the Education of 
Young Children. 

The Simon Center prides itself on helping 
children grow through the exploration of their 
environment and the community. Its caring 
and highly qualified staff, low teacher turnover, 
parent-run board of directors, and low chil-
dren-to-staff nursery ratios create a stable, 
nurturing environment for our children. The 
Center provides families greater flexibility with 
a year-round program and convenient hours 
with minimal closings. 

The benefits of quality early education pro-
grams are indisputable. The Center for Public 
Education has conducted extensive research 
into both the short term and long term effects 
of Pre-K educational programs. In every 
measurable area including kindergarten readi-
ness, high school graduation rates, test scores 
at various points throughout elementary and 
high school, average income at age 40, even 
in home ownership rates, children who had 
participated in Pre-K programs fared much 
better than their counterparts who did not. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in congratulating the Robert E. Simon, Jr. 
Children’s Center on the occasion of its 25th 
Anniversary and commending its staff and 
supporters for their unwavering devotion to our 
children. 
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RECOGNIZING MR. ALEX 
SANCHEZ’S LIFETIME OF SERVICE 

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 31, 2015 

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mr. Alex Sanchez, a public servant 
and long standing friend who most recently re-
tired as Executive Director of the Housing Au-
thority of the County of Santa Clara. It is my 
great pleasure to commend Mr. Sanchez for 
his lifelong commitment and dedication to pro-
viding affordable housing opportunities for 
Californians. The reach of his legacy has gone 
even further, as he has also tirelessly and 
very effectively advocated for the development 
and promotion of national housing policies to 
serve all Americans in need. 

I have had the honor of working with Mr. 
Sanchez for over a quarter of a century to pro-
mote housing policies at the State and federal 
level to assist lower income households in Sil-
icon Valley. The task has been incredibly 
daunting, given that we serve the most expen-
sive region in the country. 

I first met Mr. Sanchez in 1988, when I was 
asked to join the American Leadership Forum 
(ALF) as a representative of the educational 
sector. ALF/Silicon Valley was just forming 
and a group of local leaders were asked to 
serve as Class I, which included nearly 30 in-
dividuals representing business and local gov-
ernments, educational institutions and non- 
profits. 

At the time, I worked for a local school dis-
trict and also served on a Board of Education 
for a different school district. Mr. Sanchez had 
just been named Director of Housing for the 
City of San Jose. He and I spent many 
months together and discussed our visions 
and plans for bettering our community. 

One of the most significant moments was to 
take a two week trip with the ALF group to 
Colorado Springs, Colorado to discuss the 
value of community and the need to work to-
gether. During this two-week period, we be-
came very close and ultimately helped each 
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other to climb the 8,000 feet to the top of 
Pike’s Peak. 

Mr. Sanchez met his biggest challenge . . . 
to meet the San Jose Mayor’s and City Coun-
cil’s goals to produce thousands of units of af-
fordable housing. Through our time with ALF 
and the opportunity to work with each other, I 
was able to witness Alex’s selfless and coura-
geous drive to promote policies and design 
programs to increase the supply of affordable 
housing. 

It has been a great privilege to have shared 
a friendship and working partnership with Alex 
Sanchez over the years. I commend him for 
his 27 years of distinguished service with the 
City of San Jose Housing Department and the 
Housing Authority of the County of Santa 
Clara. Alex has greatly improved the lives of 
thousands of people and I thank him for his 
years of dedicated service to Silicon Valley. 

His work has been recognized through his 
leadership positions in a number of national 
and state housing policy organizations. He is 
a founder of the California Housing Consor-
tium, and served as a member of the Housing 
Leadership Council of the Silicon Valley Lead-
ership Group. Most recently, he was appointed 
by Governor Jerry Brown to Chair the Cali-
fornia Housing Partnership Corporation. 

Mr. Sanchez’s exemplary leadership will be 
greatly missed. I rise today to wish him my 
very deepest congratulations for his excep-
tional level of commitment to public service 
across various California communities, includ-
ing the City of Bell Gardens and the City of 
Santa Ana. I extend him my greatest personal 
wishes for health and happiness throughout 
his very well-earned retirement. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 31, 2015 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, due to 
illness, I was unable to attend votes from July 
20–31, 2015. I would have supported final 
passage of the following bills: 

Roll Call #489 (H.R. 1994: VA Accountability 
Act of 2015—On Passage) 

Roll Call #486 (H.R. 3236: Surface Trans-
portation and Veterans Health Care Choice 
Improvement Act of 2015—On Passage) 

Roll Call #482 (H.R. 427: Regulations from 
the Executive in Need of Scrutiny Act of 
2015—On Passage) 

Roll Call #472 (H.R. 675: Veterans Com-
pensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act of 
2015—On Passage) 

Roll Call #466 (H.R. 3009: Enforce the Law 
for Sanctuary Cities Act—On Passage) 

Roll Call #458 (H.R. 1734: Improving Coal 
Combustion Residuals Regulation Act of 
2015—On Passage) 

Roll Call #449 (H.R. 2256: Veterans Infor-
mation Modernization Act—On Motion to Sus-
pend the Rule and Pass, as Amended) 

RECOGNIZING RECIPIENTS OF THE 
2015 GREATER RESTON CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE AWARDS FOR 
CHAMBER EXCELLENCE 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 31, 2015 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize recipients of the 2015 Greater Reston 
Chamber of Commerce Awards for Chamber 
Excellence. The Greater Reston Chamber of 
Commerce was founded in 1982 as a busi-
ness roundtable in the growing community of 
Reston, Virginia. For more than 30 years, the 
Reston Chamber has facilitated business 
growth and entrepreneurship through its pro-
gramming, advocacy, and engagement 
throughout the region. The Reston Chamber 
currently has more than 600 member busi-
nesses that together employ more than 10,000 
people. It is the 6th largest chamber of com-
merce in the Washington, D.C.-metropolitan 
region and is deeply embedded in the commu-
nity. 

The Reston Chamber hosts annual events 
such as Taste of Reston, Oktoberfest Reston, 
and Best of Reston, and it has received na-
tional recognition for its Ethics Day, a work-
shop for high school students on ethical deci-
sion making. Members use the INC.spire Edu-
cation Foundation and business coaching pro-
grams to help create and grow their enter-
prises. INC.spire has assisted more than four 
dozen entrepreneurs create 500 jobs and $45 
million of business investment. 

Each year, the Chamber recognizes mem-
ber companies, individuals, and volunteers 
who have demonstrated excellence, innova-
tion, and exceptional dedication to the Reston 
community. I am pleased to join the Greater 
Reston Chamber of Commerce in recognizing 
the following Awards for Chamber Excellence 
(ACE) recipients: 

Committee of the Year: Communications 
Committee 

Small Business of the Year: Visual Impact 
Productions 

Medium Business of the Year: Able Moving 
and Storage 

Large Business of the Year: Odin, Feldman 
& Pittleman, PC 

Member of the Year: Maggie Parker and 
Comstock Partners LC 

New Member of the Year: Jason Butler, JB 
Printing & Specialty Services 

Volunteer of the Year: Janel Giambrone, 
M&T Bank 

President’s Award: Cornerstones 
Joe Ritchey Pinnacle Award: Matthew Bren-

nan, Brennan & Waite, PLC 
Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 

me in congratulating this year’s award recipi-
ents and in thanking them for their contribu-
tions to the local economy and outstanding 
service to our community. I also commend the 
Greater Reston Chamber of Commerce for its 
role as an invaluable partner to local busi-
nesses, nonprofits and schools. The efforts of 
the Chamber, the member businesses, and 
volunteers have helped make Reston a truly 
special place live, work, and raise a family. 

ACKNOWLEDGING NATIONAL CLIN-
ICAL NURSE SPECIALIST REC-
OGNITION WEEK 

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 31, 2015 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge National Clinical Nurse Specialist 
Recognition Week, which is taking place from 
September 1st through September 7th. 

There are over 72,000 clinical nurse special-
ists in the United States, and they are an inte-
gral part of our health care system. Clinical 
nurse specialists deliver high quality health 
care by diagnosing, treating, and managing 
patients. These critical health care providers 
identify and implement best practices, which 
reduce health care costs. The expertise of 
clinical nurse specialists will be crucial as our 
nation’s population continues to age and de-
mand for health care grows. 

The National Association of Clinical Nurse 
Specialists represents this important profes-
sion nationally. I would like to congratulate the 
association on celebrating their 20th anniver-
sary this year. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing National Clinical Nurse Spe-
cialist Recognition Week, as well as all the 
clinical nurse specialists in this country who 
help ensure that we all stay healthy. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN C. CARNEY, JR. 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 31, 2015 

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, on July 29th 
2015, I missed seven recorded votes. I would 
like to indicate how I would have voted had I 
been present. On Roll Call No. 483, I would 
have voted ‘‘no.’’ On Roll Call No. 484, I 
would have voted ‘‘no.’’ On Roll Call 485, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ On Roll Call 486, I 
would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

Although I support full VA funding, I cannot 
support another short term transportation bill 
that fails to address the long term transpor-
tation funding needs in our country. I was dis-
appointed that the VA funding was tied to this 
vote. On Roll Call 487, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ On Roll Call 488, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ On Roll Call 489, I would have voted 
‘‘no.’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE THIRD ANNUAL 
GREATER SPRINGFIELD CHAM-
BER OF COMMERCE ‘‘ABOVE AND 
BEYOND’’ AWARDS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 31, 2015 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize an outstanding group of first respond-
ers and public safety officers who have been 
honored with the Third Annual Greater Spring-
field Chamber of Commerce ‘‘Above and Be-
yond’’ Award. 
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