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Army. | hope that he will celebrate the occa-
sion in the company of his wife, Leslie, his
children, Dominick, Aerin, Marc, and Ashley,
and his grandchildren, lzumi, Eugene, Marc,
Marvelo, Mecca, Ayrielle, and Ash’kelon. |
wish him all the best in this next chapter of his
life.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE DEDICATED
SERVICE OF CAPTAIN STEPHEN
F. WILLIAMSON

HON. DEREK KILMER

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 28, 2015

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the dedicated service of Captain
Stephen F. Williamson. CAPT Williamson has
served as the 48th Commanding Officer of
Puget Sound Naval Shipyard and Intermediate
Maintenance Facility at Naval Base Kitsap.

Since June of 2012, his steadfast leadership
has helped guide the civil servants and sailors
at PSNS & IMF through periods of tumult and
uncertainty, unprecedented growth, and con-
tinued strife around the world. In addition, his
positive influence has gone well beyond the
fences of Naval Base Kitsap and into the sur-
rounding communities of the Kitsap Peninsula.

Prior to assuming the role of Commanding
Officer at PSNS & IMF, CAPT Williamson
served as Business & Operations Officer, Pro-
duction Resource Officer, and Operations Offi-
cer within the Command. Using experience
from these roles, his stellar educational back-
ground, and multiple waterfront maintenance
and surface warfare tours, CAPT Williamson
was well-prepared to take on the challenges
that the PSNS & IMF Command can present
to its Commanding Officer.

To meet challenging expectations to main-
tain the fleet and support changing deploy-
ment schedules, CAPT Williamson made great
strides in growing civilian employment at
PSNS & IMF to meet readiness standards and
help replace an aging workforce. In addition to
hiring thousands of new employees, CAPT
Williamson has built on the strong tradition of
the PSNS & IMF Apprenticeship Program to
help grow the necessary expertise and future
civilian leaders at the Shipyard.

Outside of the deployments and work
schedules, CAPT Williamson was forced to
deal with a number of external factors that put
his true leadership skills on display. Congres-
sional dysfunction and budget uncertainty dur-
ing his tenure as PSNS & IMF Commander
forced CAPT Williamson to make difficult deci-
sions in times of uncertainty. Regardless of
what needed to be done, CAPT Williamson
proved to be an open and effective communi-
cator to the entire Command and ultimately
put the needs of our Service Members and the
Country first.

Mr. Speaker, CAPT Stephen F. Williamson’s
leadership was not only exhibited within the
gates of PSNS & IMF, but outside of the fence
line in communities like Bremerton, Silverdale,
and Port Orchard. CAPT Williamson was a
regular participant in community events like
Armed Forces Day and Whaling Days and
rarely missed an opportunity to join a fun-run
or service oriented 5K Race. He invested his
time in building strong relationships with local
service clubs and support organizations like
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the Bremerton-Olympic  Peninsula  Navy
League and the Puget Sound Naval Bases
Association.

On behalf of the residents of the 6th Con-
gressional District of Washington State | stand
today, proudly, to honor the service of CAPT
Stephen F. Williamson as Commanding Offi-
cer of Puget Sound Naval Shipyard & Inter-
mediate Maintenance Facility. His recent nom-
ination for the rank of Rear Admiral by Presi-
dent Obama is well-deserved and represents
his impact on this community and our Country.
Mr. Speaker, | humbly offer Admiral-Select
Williamson and his family my sincere grati-
tude, and wish them fair winds and following
seas.

——————

HONORING THE KIWANIS CLUB OF
THOUSAND OAKS

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 28, 2015

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to recognize the Kiwanis Club of
Thousand Oaks on the occasion of its 50th
anniversary.

The Kiwanis Club of Thousand Oaks was
founded in 1965 and is part of Kiwanis Inter-
national, a global organization of steadfast vol-
unteers dedicated to improving the world one
child and one community at a time. For five
decades, the ever-expanding Kiwanis Club of
Thousand Oaks has served countless children
and has held true to its mission of public serv-
ice. It is through this service to community that
the Kiwanis Club continues to make the
Conejo Valley a better place to live, work, and
raise a family.

Over the last half century, the organization
has made a concerted effort to encourage
members of the community of all ages to vol-
unteer. With over 100 members across the
Conejo Valley region, the Kiwanis Club of
Thousand Oaks has quickly become an im-
pressive success and annually dedicates thou-
sands of volunteer hours to its cause.

In addition to its invaluable service to the
community, the club provides support for sev-
eral youth leadership programs such as KEY
Clubs in local high schools and service learn-
ing organizations at both Pepperdine Univer-
sity and California Lutheran University. Fur-
thermore, the Kiwanis Club has also focused
on the Eliminate Project, an international pro-
gram that works to end maternal and neonatal
tetanus.

For its exceptional work towards building a
better community and world, | am honored to
recognize the Kiwanis Club of Thousand Oaks
for 50 years of service. It is with sincere grati-
tude that | congratulate the organization on
reaching this historic and momentous mile-
stone.

———

SECURING EXPEDITED SCREENING
ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, July 27, 2015

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as a sen-
ior member of the Homeland Security Com-
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mittee, | rise in strong support of H.R. 2127,
the “Securing Expedited Screening Act.”

| support this bipartisan legislation because
it addresses a major issue with the implemen-
tation of security measures and the impact of
those measures on the traveling public while
in our nation’s airports.

| want to thank my colleague, Congressman
BENNIE THOMPSON of Mississippi for intro-
ducing this thoughtful and necessary legisla-
tion that will assist the Transportation Security
Administration and the public.

The “Securing Expedited Screening Act” will
allow the Transportation Security Administra-
tion (TSA) to expedite security screening of
passengers who participate in this program
and allow the security agency to focus its re-
sources on screening individuals who may
need more extensive screening.

This legislation limits the categories of air-
line passengers who may receive expedited
airport screening by the TSA, allowing such
screening only for passengers who are mem-
bers of a TSA trusted traveler program such
as PreCheck.

This legislation will also include individuals
who are a part of the United States Military.

The TSA may also provide expedited
screenings to passengers who are 75 years of
age or older; or 12 years of age and younger
if their parent or guardian is a participant in
the PreCheck program.

This legislation also allows for the TSA to
have the freedom to determine if there is an-
other group of individuals who may be in-
cluded in the PreCheck program.

Though the TSA must allow for Congress to
provide an individual assessment to include
new groups into the program.

Trusted programs like PreCheck that allow
for the TSA officers to remain vigilant of po-
tential threats.

With the recent news of the low pass rate
of the TSA in the news, this legislation assists
those officers in focusing on those individuals
who were not prechecked before they attempt
to enter the airport terminals.

Mr. Speaker, this is why | join with my col-
leagues in working to strengthen the programs
that assist the TSA in protecting our commer-
cial airports throughout this country.

I urge all of colleagues in the House to sup-
port H.R. 2127 “Securing Expedited Screening
Act.”

————

SAWTOOTH NATIONAL RECRE-
ATION AREA AND JERRY PEAK
WILDERNESS ADDITIONS ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 27, 2015

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Mr. Speaker, | rise to express my disappoint-
ment that yesterday the House approved H.R.
1138, the Sawtooth National Recreation Area
and Jerry Peak Wilderness Additions Act, by
voice vote.

Throughout my career in Congress, | have
strongly supported protection of America’s wil-
derness, and applaud efforts to bring new
lands into the National Wilderness Preserva-
tion System. However, provisions of this bill
that will divide large tracts of roadless National
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Forest land give me great concern. While this
legislation made important improvements over
previous versions, motorized/mechanized cor-
ridors including at Germania Creek divide one
of the nation’s most pristine wilderness areas
and reduces the habitat available to vulnerable
wildlife.

In order to provide stronger protection for
pristine wilderness in Idaho and other parts of
the Northern Rockies, | have introduced the
Northern Rockies Ecosystem Protection Act
(NREPA)—which would designate 23 million
acres of roadless lands as permanent wilder-
ness. This bill would protect vulnerable habi-
tats, connect biological corridors, and restore
habitats that have been damaged by road
construction and clear cutting.

| am pleased to see Congress turn its atten-
tion to the Northern Rockies, but hope that
Members will recognize the significant short-
falls of H.R. 1138. As it is considered in the
Senate, this legislation should be amended to
preserve one of the largest roadless wilder-
ness areas in the lower 48 states, as well as
grant protection to additional areas in the
Northern Rockies identified in NREPA.

———

VETERANS’ COMPENSATION COST-
OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENT ACT OF
2015

SPEECH OF

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 27, 2015

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker,
today, the House voted on H.R. 675, the Vet-
erans’ Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjust-
ment Act of 2015, a bipartisan bill that protects
veterans’ benefits from inflation. | was un-
avoidably detained; however, if | had been
present, | would have voted in favor of this
much needed legislation.

Veterans and their families have sacrificed
greatly for our country, and it is unacceptable
that so many military families are struggling
every day to make ends meet. These brave
individuals should never be faced with the dif-
ficult choice of either paying their bills or feed-
ing their families. As the greatest country in
the world, we have a moral obligation to fix
this situation and provide veterans with the
compensation and support they deserve. | be-
lieve this bill is a strong first step in the right
direction.

Today, | applaud my colleagues in Con-
gress for voting in favor of struggling veterans,
disabled former service members, and their
families by supporting the Veterans’ Com-
pensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act of
2015. Moreover, | ask my fellow Members of
Congress to continue advocating for our vet-
erans by encouraging companies to hire vets
while also addressing the systemic problems
within the VA healthcare system.

RECOGNIZING THOMAS GRIFFIN
HON. GREG WALDEN

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 28, 2015

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Thomas Giriffin, a very intelligent,
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talented, and motivated member of my staff
who transitions this week from my office to
begin law school next month at the University
of Oregon.

Hailing from Central Oregon, Thomas was
born at Mountain View Hospital where his
mom was a pharmacist. He was raised on a
third generation family farm between Culver
and Lake Billy Chinook and became involved
in the family grass and vegetable seed com-
pany.

Thomas graduated from Culver High
School, where he was a state champion in
football, student body president, and valedic-
torian of his class of 54. He was also involved
in the FFA, rising to be President of the state
organization in March of his senior year in
high school.

He spent the next year on the road, visiting
more than 50 FFA chapters and facilitating ag-
ricultural leadership and awareness workshops
for over 5,000 high school students. It was
through FFA that Thomas made his first trip to
Washington, D.C., and first met me during the
state convention in La Grande in 2009.

After his dedicated leadership as FFA state
president, Thomas started college at Oregon
State in 2009. He followed in the footsteps of
his parents, both proud Beaver alums. He
graduated in 2012 with a degree in environ-
mental economics, policy and management,
and a minor in agricultural business manage-
ment.

| originally hired Thomas as an intern in my
office, and since then he has served in my of-
fice as a Legislative Correspondent and cur-
rently as a senior Legislative Assistant. When
Thomas first applied for an internship, he was
recommended to me by several top leaders in
the agricultural community. Once he started, |
quickly took note of Thomas’s dedication, work
ethic, and passion for serving constituents in
Oregon’s Second Congressional District. This
led me to hire Thomas to work in my office full
time after he graduated from Oregon State. In
my office, he quickly acclimated to the multi-
faceted job he was hired to tackle.

Thomas has been assisting me primarily on
issues related to federal agriculture, forestry,
natural resources, and water policy. With 53
percent of the land in Oregon being owned
and managed by the federal government,
these issues are of critical importance to the
economy and people in my congressional dis-
trict. Thomas’s good work and assistance
helped me pass federal forestry reform legisla-
tion through the House of Representatives for
the first time in nearly 10 years, in addition to
several other pieces of legislation that were
Oregon focused.

As Thomas proved that he was capable of
handling more responsibility in my office, he
has since added other issue areas to his legis-
lative portfolio including education, trade, en-
ergy, and financial services. | have been im-
pressed as Thomas has approached these
new responsibilities with a can-do attitude,
demonstrating a high level of commitment and
integrity. Thomas has my complete confidence
in his abilities, something | hear echoed from
my Chief of Staff and others that he works
with.

Now, Thomas is headed to the University of
Oregon for law school. He plans to focus on
environmental and business law to help en-
sure that our farmers, ranchers, and foresters
can focus on what they do best: producing the
best food, fiber, and fuel in the world.

July 28, 2015

On a personal note, as a dedicated Oregon
Duck myself, | am eager to see Thomas—a
lifelong Oregon State Beaver—join our proud
Duck community.

Thomas will be sorely missed by me and
my team, but we plan to stay in close touch
and will enjoy seeing his successes down the
road. With that, Mr. Speaker, please join me
in wishing Thomas the best of luck as he
heads West and “Go Ducks!”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 28, 2015

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably detained and missed Roll Call vote
numbers 467, 468, and 469. Had | been
present, | would have voted aye on each.

HONORING CARL JENSEN

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 28, 2015

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor the life of Dr. Carl Jen-
sen, founder of Project Censored, who passed
away on April 23, 2015.

Mr. Jensen was born in Brooklyn, N.Y., in
1929, the only child of Danish and Swedish
immigrants. His family moved to Northern Cali-
fornia at the outbreak of World War Il, settling
in Arcata in Humboldt County. Throughout his
career and life, he lived many places including
Europe, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Santa
Barbara and eventually to Cotati in 1973
where he met his wife Sandra while teaching
at Sonoma State University. Prior to his time
in academia Jensen served his country as an
Air Force intelligence officer in Puerto Rico
during the Korean War. In addition to his wife,
he is survived by two sons, Sherman Jackson
of Crescent City and John Jensen of Lucerne,
and two daughters, Lisa Jensen of Monterey
and Pia Jensen.

Mr. Jensen was a professor emeritus of So-
ciology and Communications Studies at
Sonoma State University in California and au-
thor of Censored—The News That Didn’t
Make the News and Why (from 1976 to 1996),
20 Years of Censored News (1997), and Sto-
ries That Changed America: Muckrakers of the
20th Century (2000). He founded Project
Censored, the internationally recognized
media research project, in 1976.

Project Censored has remained a distin-
guishing aspect of the university’s curriculum
for 39 years. Jensen’s pioneering program of
hands-on student training in independent jour-
nalism has now been adopted at dozens of
college and university campuses across the
country and around the world. And today,
Project Censored is the longest running re-
search project on news media censorship. A
true and lasting achievement to be sure.

His legacy is not fully encompassed by his
published work. It also includes the hundreds
of undergraduate students, at Sonoma State
and in classrooms across the nation, who re-
search news stories from the independent
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