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During his lifelong pursuit of knowledge, Mr.
Packer strove to impart this knowledge upon
his students. In 1948, he began his career as
an educator at Choctaw County High School
in Butler, Alabama. Mr. Packer later became
principal of Blount High School in Anniston,
Alabama and then of Chickasaw Terrace
School in Prichard, Alabama. In 1964, Mr.
Packer moved to Farmville, Virginia to teach
at R.R. Moton High School, now a historic
landmark of the Civil Rights Movement.

Mr. Packer then went on to serve Saint
Paul’s College in Lawrenceville, Virginia for 27
years, first as an instructor, then as a Dean,
before retiring as Vice President for Student
Affairs. His dedication to Saint Paul's College
was evident in the number of students he re-
cruited, many from his home state of Ala-
bama, which led to his being deemed “The
Alabama Dean.”

After retiring from education in 1991, he
continued to contribute to the community by
helping numerous friends and neighbors in
Brunswick County. Mr. Packer served in
countless leadership roles with organizations
such as the Alberta Family Health Service,
Brunswick Chamber of Commerce,
Lawrenceville  Rotary Club, and the
Lawrenceville Town Council.

George Washington Carver once said, “No
individual has any right to come into the world
and go out of it without leaving behind distinct
and legitimate reasons for having passed
through it.” We are all so blessed that Mr.
Woodrow Packer passed this way and during
his life’s journey did so much for so many for
so long. He leaves behind a great legacy in
education to the thousands of students, teach-
ers, and administrators whose lives he
touched and brightened.

On a personal note, Mr. Packer and his
family were close personal friends of my fam-
ily, as well as a role model and mentor to me.
| have truly been blessed by his friendship,
counsel and inspiration throughout the years.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
and my wife, Vivian, in paying tribute to Mr.
Woodrow R. Packer, Sr. for his dedication to
educating young people, his passion for his
country, and his deep commitment to his fam-
ily and his community. We extend our deepest
sympathies to Mr. Packer’s family and friends
during this very difficult time. May they be con-
soled and comforted by their abiding faith and
the Holy Spirit in the days, weeks and months
ahead.

——————

RECOGNIZING MICHAEL F. COLLEY
HON. STEVE STIVERS

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 15, 2015

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize my mentor and friend Michael F.
Colley, who passed away at the age of 78 on
June 20, 2015.

Michael Colley was born in Youngstown,
Ohio and grew up in Columbus, Ohio. After
graduating from St. Charles Preparatory
School, Michael attended the Ohio State Uni-
versity where he served as President of his
fraternity, Kappa Sigma, and was a member of
the baseball team. Michael continued his edu-
cation at Ohio State after graduation in law
school, where he earned his Juris Doctoral de-
gree in 1961.
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Following his graduation from law school,
Michael served in the Ohio National Guard
and as an Assistant Prosecutor in the Colum-
bus City Attorney’s Office. Soon after, he went
into private practice where he had an ex-
tremely successful career for his clients in per-
sonal injury, medical malpractice and product
liability. Throughout his career, Michael served
as president of state and national legal organi-
zations: Ohio Academy of Trial Lawyers, the
Franklin County Trial Lawyers Association, the
Association of Trial Lawyers of America, and
the American Board of Trial Advocates. Mi-
chael is distinguished as the only person to
serve as president of both the Association of
Trial Lawyers of America and the American
Board of Trial Advocates.

Outside of the courtroom, Michael remained
involved in his community and his alma mater.
In 1968, Michael helped form the Direction for
Youth and Families to help struggling youth
and families in central Ohio. In 1991, Michael
was appointed to the Board of Trustees for
Ohio State and later served as Chairman of
the Board. Michael rarely missed a Buckeye
football or basketball game throughout his life-
time.

Michael showed an incredible dedication to
his community and public service throughout
his life.

HOMETOWN BASKETBALL STARS

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 15, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Harrison twins from Richmond,
TX in Fort Bend County for their outstanding
performance and success in their young bas-
ketball careers.

Together, they won a basketball state cham-
pionship for Travis High School, competed in
two NCAA Final Fours and were prospects in
the 2015 NBA draft. Andrew Harrison was se-
lected by the Phoenix Suns to play in the NBA
before being traded to the Memphis Grizzlies.
Aaron Harrison has the opportunity to play in
the NBA summer league for the Charlotte Hor-
nets. These young men have made their par-
ents, coaches, and the rest of Fort Bend
County proud.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations to the
Harrison twins on all of their achievements.
We look forward to hearing more about their
continued success on and off the court.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF
JONATHAN ROSADO

HON. BRENDAN F. BOYLE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 15, 2015

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, Jonathan Rosado, senselessly
murdered in the Cayuga section of Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania late last year, was a model
citizen who generously shared his strong char-
acter and kind spirit through the act of teach-
ing tennis to disadvantaged children. Jona-
than’s commitment to his students was moti-
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vated by far more than the perfection of the
game’s technique, though; he was deeply
committed to serving as a thoroughly positive
role model for his pupils. Jonathan fostered
the Legacy Youth Tennis program’s presence
in the Hunting Park community, a
groundbreaking addition to youth programming
for this North Philadelphia neighborhood.

Jonathan’s ingenuity and steadfast commit-
ment to community service has served as a
tremendous benefit to the many lives he has
touched. Jonathan’s sense of responsibility
and dedication was instilled in him by his own
childhood participation in the Legacy Youth
Tennis program, and he chose to contribute
those attributes right back into the program as
he ascended into adulthood. His selflessness
helped to cultivate the potential of the children
in his community, who will in turn grow up to
follow Jonathan’s constructive example.

Although he is sorely missed by all, Jona-
than’s bright spirit will continue to be felt in
Hunting Park long into the future. | submit this
statement so that Jonathan’s example can be
more widely witnessed across the nation and
across time.

———

IN HONOR OF THE 70TH
ANNIVERSARY OF TRINITY TEST

HON. BEN RAY LUJAN

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 15, 2015

Mr. BEN RAY LUJAN of New Mexico. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to honor the memory of
those who have fallen ill or passed on due to
radiation exposure from the Trinity test. On
this day 70 years ago, rural New Mexico be-
came ground zero for the detonation of the
first nuclear bomb. While it would usher in the
start of the atomic age, it also marked the be-
ginning of sickness and suffering for genera-
tions of people who lived and grew up in the
Tularosa Basin and other areas downwind of
the test site.

Today, we remember those who continue to
bear the costs of nuclear testing decades later
and recommit to seeking recognition and com-
pensation for the men and women who have
been gravely impacted. As a nation we have
a responsibility to act and acknowledge the
pain that so many New Mexicans and other
downwinders have experienced following the
Trinity Test. The legacy of that moment in our
nation’s history is still alive and continues to
be felt to this very day by all those battling
cancer and other diseases as a result of radi-
ation exposure.

It is long past time for Congress to take ac-
tion and pass legislation expanding the Radi-
ation Expose Compensation Act so that these
individuals are no longer left behind, and so
that we can come to terms with the full impact
of the nuclear age.

Though we can never fully compensate
these Americans for what they have lost, they
deserve to be recognized and receive just
compensation that will help generations of
families who have gotten sick because of ura-
nium mining or nuclear testing. The men and
women who have suffered from radiation ex-
posure must not be forgotten.
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IN OPPOSITION TO THE RULE ON
H.R. 5021

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 15, 2015

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to submit the following statement | made
last year on the Rule on H.R. 5021:

I listened carefully to what you said, and
you are right—this closed rule is a dis-
service. My respected friend from Florida, I
think, is just wrong.

Mr. Speaker, this is not a solution, and it
is not a deliberate, thoughtful process. We
have not had a single hearing on transpor-
tation finance in the Ways and Means Com-
mittee all year. We didn’t have one the year
before that. We haven’t had a hearing in the
43 months that Republicans have been in
charge.

This is a perfectly predictable problem
that was created by the halfhearted bill that
they passed last Congress. We knew this was
coming for months. Now we are here.

With all due respect, I, too, am dis-
appointed that we have a rule that does not
make in order broad discussion and amend-
ment. We have been unable in this Congress
to deal meaningfully with the looming trans-
portation crisis.

The gentleman is on the Transportation
Committee. He doesn’t have a bill. We are al-
most through this Congress, and we don’t
have a bill. America is falling apart. Amer-
ica is falling behind. We have failed to give
America’s communities the resources and a
robust 6-year reauthorization plan.

We have done it before under the chair-
manship of Bud Shuster and Ranking Mem-
ber Jim Oberstar, and I was happy to have
played a small role. That bill made a dif-
ference.

If we fail to come to grips with the funding
level and, instead, in approving this rule and
the underlying bill, this Congress is giving
itself a ticket out of town to adjourn and
pass it on to not just the next Congress but
to the Congress after that. Make no mistake.
In May 2015, you are not going to be in any
different a place. It is going to be May 2017.

Congress has legitimate policy differences.
I appreciate my friend from New Jersey.
Some people think that the Federal Govern-
ment should get out of the partnership that
we have had and reduce or eliminate the
Federal gas tax.

They are willing to give up on the success-
ful partnership and let each State decide
what to do, when it wants to do it, or what
it is able or not able to do. They would aban-
don all sense of a national vision and the
ability to shape transportation policies.
That is rejected by the mayors, rejected by
county commissioners, rejected by State
transportation officials. They want that
partnership.

Frankly, there are some people who feel
the gas tax ought to be adjusted to deal with
inflation and increased fuel economy as well
as the demands of a growing Nation with an
aging infrastructure.

Some people are comfortable with the Re-
publican budget, which will have no new
projects for 15 months and will doom us to a
30 percent reduction over the next 10 years.

Those are legitimate policy differences,
but we are not dealing with them here on the
floor. We are shrugging our shoulders, pass-
ing them on to the next Congress and, frank-
ly, to the Congress after that.

I agree with the people who build and
maintain and use our transportation infra-
structure. We should address this infrastruc-
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ture question head on. American infrastruc-
ture used to be the best in the world and a
point of pride, bringing Americans together.
It is now a source of embarrassment and
deep concern as we fall further and further
behind global leaders.

We ought to reject this rule. We ought to
allow full debate and, by all means, resolve
the funding question now so we can go for-
ward. America deserves no less.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE INTRO-
DUCTION OF THE COMMISSION
ON AMERICANS LIVING ABROAD
ACT OF 2015

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 15, 2015

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Mr. Speaker, there are an estimated 6-8 mil-
lion constituents scattered across the world
who promote our culture and values while
strengthening our nation’s global influence as
they live and work abroad. For years | have
worked to ensure that overseas Americans
can fully exercise their rights as U.S. citizens
by having their voices heard loud and clear by
Congress. Eight years ago, | formed the Con-
gressional Americans Abroad Caucus because
| wanted to bring awareness and focus to the
concerns of those residing abroad. U.S. citi-
zens remain just that, citizens, regardless of
where they choose to live and should not be
ignored by virtue of residence.

Our constituents living and working abroad
have consistently voiced concerns about the
impact federal policies have on the issues di-
rectly affecting them like voting, immigration,
access to financial institutions, and taxation.
The time has come to take a look at the im-
portance of federal policies for our overseas
community rather than continuing to ignore the
calls from our abroad constituents. That is why
today | am introducing the Commission on
Americans Living Abroad Act, which creates
an Executive Commission with the main pur-
pose of examining those concerns. The Com-
mission creates a 10 member panel to exam-
ine the impact of federal policymaking on U.S.
citizens abroad. The resulting study would
then be used by Congress and the Executive
Branch when considering the best steps we
can take to engage the abroad community and
ensure their voices are heard. This process
will ensure clearer awareness of the federal
issues impacting Americans abroad and will
open a path for coordination with those com-
munities towards more robust representation.

We must take a real and comprehensive
look at how we, as Members of Congress, re-
spond to U.S. citizens living abroad. Each of
our constituents has a right to have their inter-
ests represented and to have a role in the po-
litical process. The Commission on Americans
Living Abroad would establish a foundation
from which we can work to better serve the
needs of our global constituents. | welcome
and urge my colleagues to lend their support
to this bill.
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HONORING THE LIFE OF NORMAN
BUCHERT

HON. TED LIEU

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 15, 2015

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. Speaker. |
rise today to honor the life and legacy of Mr.
Norman Buchert, a loving family man and suc-
cessful engineer. Upon graduating from the
University of Florida, Norman began working
in a nascent aerospace industry at the Ken-
nedy Space Center, contributing to the devel-
opment of the Apollo 11 launch and other
space shuttle launches. Throughout his life he
loved to tell stories about his time working in
the space program.

While Norman’s career as an engineer is re-
markable, his role as a loving family man is
what he will be remembered for most. | have
had the privilege of working closely with his
daughter, Genelle, who truly embodies his car-
ing spirit. He has left a positive mark on our
world and that his legacy will live on through
his family.

Mr. Speaker, | know that my colleagues will
join with me in honoring the life of this special
man. We should all be so fortunate to live
such a full life. | submit his obituary:

Norman Charles Buchert was born in Cin-
cinnati, Ohio on May 13, 1942. He graduated
from Port St. Joe High School, Port St. Joe,
Florida; and from the University of Florida
with a BS and MS in Electrical Engineering.

His career began at Kennedy Space Center
on January 27th, 1967 with North American
Aviation (NAA) as an RF and Telemetry En-
gineer working on the Apollo/Saturn Launch
Vehicle second stage. He then worked on the
Saturn V moon launches including the Apol-
lo II launch to the moon (and back) and
worked in the Saturn V Launch Control Cen-
ter Firing room at the RF and Telemetry
console. He later transferred to the Apollo
Command and Service Module (CSM) organi-
zation to work on the experiments that the
CSM carried to the moon and the Lunar
Sounder experiment searching for water on
the moon. Their first daughter, Genelle, was
born shortly after man’s first walk on the
moon. Twenty two months later their second
daughter, Charisse, was born.

In 1972, he began work as a Space Shuttle
design integration engineer in Downey, Cali-
fornia for NAA. In 1975, their third daughter,
Felicia, was born. That same year he trans-
ferred back to KSC to help design, manufac-
ture and install the Orbiter Processing Facil-
ity Communications and Tracking checkout
station. In 1984, they welcomed their young-
est daughter, April. Promoted to Supervisor
of the NAA Communications and Tracking
group, he supervised the checkout of the
first Shuttle launch Orbiter Communica-
tions and Navaids Systems eventually be-
coming the Director of Advanced Programs
and Business Development for Rockwell (for-
merly NAA) at KSC. After Boeing purchased
the Space Division portion of Rockwell in
1996, Norman became the Director of Ad-
vanced Engineering for the Space Shuttle
Program finishing his career in this capac-
ity. Norman received many awards and rec-
ognitions including the Astronaut Snoopy
award for his work on the Apollo Program
presented by Apollo astronaut, Hank
Hartsfield.

Norman worked for Boeing for over 44
years; was an avid University of Florida
Gator sports fan; enjoyed talking about his
experiences in the space program as a KSC
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