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positive relationships with local residents and
ensuring the overall safety of the Petaluma
community.

Sergeant Stephenson joined the Petaluma
Police Department on August 9, 1994 and
quickly distinguished himself as an out-
standing street officer, often detecting criminal
activity from subtle clues. In 1999, he was
named as the Sonoma County Law Enforce-
ment Officer of the Year in recognition of his
exceptional work. One noteworthy example
was Sergeant Stephenson’s skillful arrest of
an armed, drug induced and mentally unstable
man. Rather than resorting to stronger meas-
ures, he physically restrained the man, ulti-
mately protecting both the individual and the
broader community from more serious con-
sequences after an arsenal of firearms and
thousands of rounds of ammunition were dis-
covered in the citizen’s home.

Throughout his career, there have been
many other instances when Sergeant
Stephenson’s calm demeanor and sharp in-
stincts have helped to prevent crime. In his
most recent assignment as Supervisor of the
Traffic Safety Unit, his leadership has been
important in helping officers to develop effi-
cient action plans for responding to and inves-
tigating many serious accidents.

Sergeant Stephenson’s legacy is one of
dedicated service to the people of Petaluma.
Please join me in congratulating Sergeant
James Stephenson and expressing deep ap-
preciation for his long and exceptional career
and outstanding contributions to the City of
Petaluma.

———

CONGRATULATING TONY
IOVINELLI ON HIS 40TH ANNI-
VERSARY AT TURANO BAKERY

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 15, 2015

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Mr. Tony lovinelli on his recent
40th anniversary at Turano Baking Company,
a nationwide leader in baked products.

Tony started his career at Turano at the ripe
old age of 16, in an ominous-sounding set of
circumstances. You see, Mr. Speaker, Tony
was dating the owner’s daughter-in-law, and a
job he had lined up at a printing company fell
through. But contrary to the stories fathers tell
the boyfriends of their daughters, this is not a
story that has a bad ending. It is a story that
has a good ending. Over many years, Tony
and the Turano family have worked together
and supported each other and ultimately
achieved a remarkable thing, and that is the
growth of a small-time family business into a
leading national brand.

For Tony, it all started during high school,
when he began working after class cleaning
the bakery. In the summers, he would work
full-time, cleaning and helping out in the pack-
aging department. After graduating high
school, he went on to attend a local college,
where he was able to continue working at the
bakery in the evenings. As his years at the
bakery piled up, Tony took on more senior
roles. He became shipping supervisor. After
expressing an interest in learning the produc-
tion side of the business, and through a lot of
hard work and dedication, Tony was eventu-
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ally promoted to plant manager, supervising
the day-to-day operations of Turano’s Berwyn,
lllinois production facility. For 40 years, Tony
has worked in many roles at the bakery. As he
wistfully recalls, “lI came for the summer and
never left.”

In Tony’s 40 years of service, Turano has
grown tremendously. Long gone are the days
of the original 1,000 square foot facility.
Turano has established new product lines, ex-
panded into new plants in Bolingbrook, IL,
Villa Rica, GA, and Orlando, FL. They now
offer delivery across the United States. In to-
day’s economy, it is easy to overlook the sig-
nificance of a successful, 40 year long career
with one employer. But | want the House to
pause for a moment and reflect on the incred-
ible loyalty and commitment Tony’s journey
shows. And by the way, after 40 years, he’s
still going strong.

Mr. Speaker and Distinguished Colleagues,
please join me in congratulating Tony lovinelli
on his remarkable 40 years of service at
Turano Baking Company and wishing him
every success for the years to come.

—————

RECOGNIZING MR. CARLOS
ALEMANY

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 15, 2015

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is
my privilege to recognize one of my constitu-
ents, Mr. Carlos Alemany of Windermere, Flor-
ida, for his acceptance to the People to Peo-
ple World Leadership Forum in Washington,
D.C. Mr. Alemany was selected for his aca-
demic excellence, leadership potential and ex-
emplary citizenship.

The mission of People to People Leadership
Ambassador Programs is to bridge -cultural
and political borders through education and
exchange. To this end, People to People of-
fers domestic and international educational
programs that promote cooperation, cross-cul-
tural understanding and leadership. It is my
hope that Mr. Alemany benefitted greatly from
his participation in the World Leadership
Forum, and | wish him all the best in his future
endeavors.

————
HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF KIWANIS INTER-
NATIONAL

HON. MIKE KELLY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 15, 2015

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the 100th anniversary
of Kiwanis International.

Founded on January 21, 1915, in Detroit,
Michigan, Kiwanis International has become a
global organization with dedicated, hard-work-
ing volunteers from 96 different countries who
work tirelessly to improve our communities
and better the lives of children.

Guided by six permanent “Objects of
Kiwanis,” Kiwanis Club members acquire per-
sonal and professional connections while hav-
ing fun, making friends, and helping others.
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Kiwanis initiatives put an emphasis on chil-
dren, including pediatric trauma, child safety,
child care, early development, and infant and
child health nutrition. Kiwanis has continued to
support impressive service leadership pro-
grams such as K—Kids, the Aktion Club, the
Key Club International, Circle K, and the Build-
ers Club.

In my home state of Pennsylvania, the
Pennsylvania District of Kiwanis International
consists of more than 200 Kiwanis Clubs and
400 members throughout the commonwealth
who have developed a partnership with the
Pennsylvania Early Learning Investment Com-
mission to foster early educational opportuni-
ties for our kids.

For all of these reasons, | am incredibly
pleased that the Keystone State has officially
declared this August to be “Kiwanis Month.”

| commend and thank all Kiwanis for their
long participation in the honorable work of im-
proving our communities. It is with tremendous
pride and appreciation that | extend my heart-
felt congratulations to Kiwanis International for
their 100th anniversary. God bless them for all
that they do.

———

RECOGNIZING DONNA CHAMBERS
ON THE OCCASION OF HER RE-
TIREMENT

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 15, 2015

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Donna Chambers, executive di-
rector of the Humboldt County Resource Con-
servation District, on her retirement.

Donna’s service to Humboldt County and
her efforts on behalf of the Salt River Eco-
system Restoration Project have been exem-
plary. Since she began working with the Re-
source Conservation District, Donna has over-
seen vital agreements, funding and permitting,
and construction of one of the most significant
estuary restoration and agricultural improve-
ment projects in California. Located at the
mouth of the Eel River, the Salt River project
is crucial to salmon and steelhead, wildlife,
and agricultural production.

After graduating from Humboldt State Uni-
versity in 1996 with a bachelor's degree in so-
cial work and a minor in business manage-
ment, Donna worked for the Humboldt Access
Project, the Humboldt Community Access and
Resource Center, and the Area 1 Agency on
Aging. When she joined the Resource Con-
servation District in 2008, Donna became
known as a champion for agricultural pro-
ducers. Donna helped develop nutrient man-
agement plans, projects to handle dairy waste,
and helped producers upgrade facilities like
roof and gutter structures and concrete slabs
and ramps to improve efficiency and protect
water quality. She also helped dairy and beef
ranchers reduce the impacts of Aleutian cack-
ling geese on private lands. Donna helped
bring more than $20 million in funding to the
Resource Conservation District and the local
community since she began working with the
district.

Mr. Speaker, Donna Chamber’s commitment
to agriculture and environmental protection is
commendable and worthy of recognition. |
urge my colleagues to join me in extending
our congratulations to her.
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RECOGNIZING THE DEDICATED
SERVICE OF PENSACOLA CHIEF
OF POLICE CHIP W. SIMMONS

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 15, 2015

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to recognize Pensacola Chief of Police Chip
W. Simmons on the occasion of his retirement
after nearly 30 years on the force serving the
people of Florida’s Gulf Coast.

Shortly after his graduation from Pine Forest
High School, in Pensacola, Chief Simmons
started his career in law enforcement at the
Escambia County Sheriff's Department as a
Corrections Officer. Upon his graduation from
the Pensacola Police Academy, Chief Sim-
mons joined the Pensacola Police Department
in October 1986. Like so many other dedi-
cated law enforcement officers, he entered the
force looking to serve the community that he
loved, and after less than 10 years on the
force, during which Chief Simmons served on
numerous state and federal task forces and
completed both Bachelors’ and Masters’ de-
grees, he received a promotion to Sergeant.
This promotion, a reflection of Chief Simmons
assiduous work ethic and unquestioned com-
mitment to excellence, would portend many fu-
ture promotions to come.

In 1997, Chief Simmons was appointed the
city’'s SWAT Commander, a position he held
for four years, and in 1998 he received yet an-
other promotion to Lieutenant. During this pe-
riod, Chief Simmons also graduated from the
FBI National Academy in Quantico, VA, while
also serving as a member of the U.S. Cus-
toms Blue Lighting Strike Force. In 2002,
Chief Simmons was promoted to Captain, be-
fore being appointed Assistant Chief of Police
in 2005. Following the retirement of his prede-
cessor, Chief John W. Mathis, Chief Simmons
was nominated and chosen to serve as the
Chief of Police for the Pensacola Police De-
partment.

During Chief Simmons’ years at the helm,
the Pensacola Police Department has worked
tirelessly to protect and serve the local citi-
zens, and Chief Simmons has overseen sev-
eral impressive accomplishments. Most impor-
tantly, under his leadership, the City of Pensa-
cola has recorded the lowest crime rate in re-
corded history, while also pursuing a rigorous
accreditation process from the Commission for
Florida Law Enforcement Accreditation, Inc.
certifying the department’s professional excel-
lence.

Given Chief Simmons’ dedication to his
community and the department, it should
come as no surprise that he is one of the
most decorated officers in Pensacola Police
Department history. While his full list of
awards and commendations is too numerous
to mention, he has received the department’s
highest award for heroism—the Gold Medal of
Valor—and numerous merit awards from both
the department and the city. In addition, Chief
Simmons has been recognized by state and
local law enforcement bodies on several occa-
sions, receiving both the Drug Enforcement
Administration’s Achievement Award and in-
duction into the Police and Firefighters Heroes
Hall of Fame.

Chief Simmons is also a true leader in the
Northwest Florida civic community, and, in ad-
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dition to his service as a police officer, he has
also served in many leadership capacities at
civic organizations. Among these positions, he
currently serves on the Board of Trustees of
Pensacola State College, a position appointed
by the Governor of Florida, and he has served
on the Board of Directors of Ronald McDonald
House, Favorhouse of Northwest Florida, the
Community and Alcohol Commission, as well
as the Pensacola Chamber of Commerce’s
Military Affairs Committee.

As a former Deputy Sheriff, | understand the
important and sometimes underappreciated
role of law enforcement officers. Each and
every day, dedicated law enforcement officers
put themselves in danger to protect and serve
their community as an officer of the law. Chief
Simmons exemplifies all of the qualities of a
world-class law enforcement officer, and his
decades of service are a testament to his
commitment to our Nation and the law en-
forcement community.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | am privileged to recognize Chief
Simmons for his service to the people of
Northwest Florida. My wife Vicki and | con-
gratulate him on his retirement and wish him
all the best in his future endeavors.

———

FEDERAL DISASTER ASSISTANCE
NONPROFIT FAIRNESS ACT OF 2015

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 15, 2015

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
over two years ago the House came together
in the wake of Superstorm Sandy and over-
whelmingly supported and passed the Federal
Disaster Assistance Nonprofit Fairness Act.
Because the Senate failed to take action be-
fore the close of the 113th Congress, the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
has continued to deny houses of worship ac-
cess to otherwise generally available disaster
relief funds.

Today, along with my colleagues GRACE
MENG and PETE KING, | am reintroducing this
important legislation to achieve fairness and
nondiscrimination in the manner by which
FEMA distributes federal disaster assistance.

Houses of worship are foundational pillars of
our communities. In the aftermath of disasters,
they help feed, comfort, clothe, and shelter
thousands of victims—yet when it comes to
federal relief, they continue to be left out and
left behind. While FEMA has a policy in place
to aid nonprofit facilities damaged in disasters,
it has excluded houses of worship from such
support. This policy is patently unfair, unjusti-
fied, and discriminatory and may even suggest
hostility to religion.

Plain and simple, it is wrong—and it is time
that Congress ensures fundamental fairness
for these essential private nonprofits. The bi-
partisan Federal Disaster Assistance Nonprofit
Fairness Act of 2015 will ensure that houses
of worship are eligible for federal disaster aid
administered by FEMA. It is important to note
that FEMA'’s discriminatory policy of exclusion
is not prescribed by any law. There is nothing
in the Stafford Act that precludes funds to re-
pair, replace, or restore houses of worship.

Further, congressional precedent favors en-
actment of this legislation, as there are several
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pertinent examples of public funding being al-
located to houses of worship. In 1995, federal
grants were explicitly authorized and provided
to churches damaged by the Oklahoma City
terrorist attack. The Department of Homeland
Security’s (DHS) Urban Area Security Initiative
(UASI) provides funding to houses of worship
for security upgrades. The Department of the
Interior (DOI) proves funding to grants for his-
torically significant properties, including active
churches and active synagogues. The Small
Business Administration (SBA) provides low-
interest loans to houses of worship.

A controlling Department of Justice (DOJ)
Office of Legal Counsel (OLC) memorandum
explains in detail the legal principles that make
the Federal Disaster Assistance Nonprofit
Fairness Act constitutional. In a 2002 written
opinion, the OLC concluded it was constitu-
tional for Congress to provide disaster relief
and reconstruction funds to a religious Jewish
school, along with all sorts of other organiza-
tions, following a devastating earthquake. The
same principles apply to protect religious orga-
nizations following other natural disasters,
such as devastating hurricanes or tornadoes.

As the OLC memo concluded, “we believe
that provision of disaster assistance to the reli-
gious school cannot be materially distin-
guished from aid programs that are constitu-
tional under longstanding Supreme Court
precedent establishing that religious institu-
tions are fully entitted to receive generally
available government benefits and services,
such as fire and police protection.”

This bipartisan legislation exhibits no gov-
ernment preference for or against religion, or
any particular religion, as it merely permits
houses of worship to receive the same type of
generally available assistance. It not only
passes the test of constitutionality, but the test
of basic decency—permitting houses of wor-
ship to receive the same type of generally
available assistance as many other similarly
situated nonprofits in picking up the pieces
after devastation.

As Professor Alan Dershowitz of Harvard
Law School concluded in his 2013 analysis of
the bill, “once FEMA has the policy in place to
aid various nonprofit organizations with their
building repairs, houses of worship should not
be excluded from receiving this aid on the
same terms. This is all the more appropriate
given the neutral role we have witnessed
houses of worship play, without regard to the
religion of those affected, in the wake of
Sandy and countless previous disasters. Fed-
eral disaster relief aid is a form of social insur-
ance and a means of helping battered com-
munities get back on their feet. Churches, syn-
agogues, mosques, and other houses of wor-
ship are an essential part of the recovery
process.”

Similarly, Professor Douglas Laycock of the
University of Virginia School of Law concluded
that “charitable contributions to places of wor-
ship are tax deductible, without significant con-
troversy, even though the tax benefits to the
donor are like a matching grant from the gov-
ernment. These deductions have been
uncontroversial because they are included
without discrimination in the much broader cat-
egory of all not-for-profit organizations devoted
to charitable, educational, religious, or sci-
entific purposes. The neutral category here is
equally broad. To include houses of worship in
disaster relief is neutral; to exclude them
would be affirmatively hostile. There is no con-
stitutional obstacle to including them.”
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