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CONGRATULATING THE LAKE 

COUNTY VETERANS AND FAMILY 
SERVICES FOUNDATION ON THE 
OPENING OF THE NEW 
DRYHOOTCH DROP-IN CENTER 
AND OFFICES 

HON. ROBERT J. DOLD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 14, 2015 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the Lake County Veterans and Family 
Services Foundation (LCVFSF) of Grayslake, 
Illinois on the opening of their new Dryhootch 
Drop-In Center and Offices on July 16, 2015. 
The new center provides a welcoming atmos-
phere for active service members, veterans, 
and their families to come and enjoy a cup of 
coffee, meet others who have shared their 
military experience, or learn more about the 
many services available to them through 
LCVFSF from a veteran peer specialist. 

The new facility was made possible through 
a joint partnership between LCVFSF and 
Dryhootch of America—a nonprofit organiza-
tion formed by combat veterans to help vet-
erans in their return home. Dryhootch was en-
visioned as a place where veterans could 
gather informally in a drug and alcohol free 
coffeehouse environment that is safe and 
comfortable. LCVFSF’s goal is to make vet-
erans’ transition to civilian life easier and safer 
by providing support from those who have 
been there in the past. Their vision is to 
embed 100 percent free and confidential care 
for Lake County veterans, reservists, guards-
men, and their families—regardless of their 
discharge status—into the community through 
a network of veteran volunteers, veteran peer- 
to-peer specialists, and critical community re-
sources. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud the LCVFSF Board 
of Directors and staff on the opening of this 
new facility to help veterans and families in 
their time of need. I look forward to working 
with them in the future as they bring employ-
ment and peer support services to the vet-
erans of Illinois’ 10th District. 

f 

CONGRATULATING BLAIR OAKS 
HIGH SCHOOL ON ITS BRONZE 
MEDAL AWARD 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 14, 2015 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Blair Oaks High School on its 
Bronze Medal Award as a top Missouri High 
School from U.S. News and World Report. 

This school’s administration, teachers, and 
students should be commended for all of their 
hard work throughout the past year and for 
their commitment to education. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing Blair 
Oaks High School for a job well done. 

HONORING MARÍA DEHARO ON 
THE OCCASION OF HER RETIRE-
MENT AS DIRECTOR OF MI-
GRANT EDUCATION FOR THE 
RIVERSIDE COUNTY OFFICE OF 
EDUCATION 

HON. RAUL RUIZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 14, 2015 

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate Mrs. Deharo on her well-deserved 
retirement as Director of Migrant Education, 
after 35 years of educational service in various 
capacities in Coachella Valley, especially on 
behalf of migrant farmworkers families and 
children in Riverside County. 

For more than thirty years, Mrs. Deharo 
dedicated both her career and her life to im-
proving the lives of hundreds of migrant chil-
dren and their families. In the face of adver-
sity, and despite a chronic lack of resources, 
Mrs. Deharo has successfully helped students 
graduate from high school and attend college, 
enhancing not only their lives, but their com-
munity as a whole. 

Mrs. Deharo’s involvement with students 
goes beyond the classroom. She routinely par-
ticipated in countless student and family 
events, from after-school tutoring and summer 
college institutes, to home visits. Mrs. Deharo 
vision to bring services to students in their 
communities became a reality when she 
fought and received funding for a bookmobile, 
which helps migrant children and families by 
strengthening their literacy skills through com-
puter training, story time, arts and crafts and 
free books. 

In her long and successful career, Mrs. 
Deharo, worked as a teacher for ten years at 
the Coachella Valley Unified School District, 
she was a School Facilitator for three years, 
Bilingual Coordinator for three years, and a 
Principal for 9 years. Mrs. Deharo also served 
as the Riverside County Office of Education 
Director of Migrant Education for 11 years. As 
proof of her achievement and leadership, 
county offices and district from across the 
great state of California have requested her 
assistance with their migrant education pro-
grams. 

Mrs. Deharo understands firsthand the dif-
ficulties that these children face. Having some-
one like Mrs. Deharo by our side is a blessing 
and an inspiration to achieve the American 
Dream. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of all the thousands 
of children and families that had the oppor-
tunity to work with Mrs. Deharo, and the resi-
dents of California’s 36th Congressional Dis-
trict, I would like to offer my sincerest thanks 
and congratulate Mrs. Deharo for her passion 
and pride for educational excellence. I wish 
her well in her well-deserved retirement. 

f 

HONORING MAINE VETERAN SAM-
UEL ALDERETE FOR HEROIC 
SERVICE IN WWII 

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 14, 2015 

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate one of my constituents—94-year- 

old Samuel Alderete of Topsham, Maine—on 
receiving the prestigious French Legion of 
Honour and to applaud the courageous ac-
tions for which it is being awarded. 

As a young Army warrant officer in WWII, 
Mr. Alderete fought his way across France, 
Belgium, and Germany with the 980th Field 
Artillery Battalion. He fought in and survived 
the infamous Battle of the Bulge. The actions 
of Mr. Alderete and his brothers in arms, many 
of whom didn’t make it home, directly contrib-
uted to the liberation of France. I sincerely 
thank the French Government for recognizing 
Mr. Alderete and other American veterans who 
fought to save the French people. 

I am deeply grateful for Mr. Alderete’s brave 
service—both in WWII and his later combat 
experience in Korea—and also admire him for 
exhibiting the kind of humility that character-
izes the Maine veterans I’ve had the pleasure 
of meeting. When asked for any heroic actions 
or battles he participated in, Mr. Alderete sim-
ply replies, ‘‘Nothing heroic. Just soldiered in 
combat.’’ 

Despite Mr. Alderete’s assertion, Mr. Speak-
er, I find his actions to be quite heroic. He 
fought with courage and honor at great per-
sonal danger, in terrible conditions, far from 
home. The 70 years that have passed since 
then have done nothing to diminish his distin-
guished service. I wholeheartedly congratulate 
him on receiving this well-deserved honor from 
the French people. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 14, 2015 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I was not 
present during roll call vote number 434 on 
July 13, 2015, due to a flight delay. 

On roll call vote no. 434 I would have voted 
YES. 

f 

HONORING ALBUQUERQUE SOL 

HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 14, 2015 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New 
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to commend 
all those involved in assembling a remarkable 
and successful professional international soc-
cer match that took place in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico on Saturday, June 27, 2015 be-
tween Lobos de la BUAP of Ascenso, Mexico 
and Albuquerque Sol Football Club (FC) of the 
Premier Development League. 

The Sore No More Summer Clasico was or-
ganized by PinVaca & Associates, LLC, a 
local sports marketing firm committed to bring-
ing quality sporting events to New Mexico. 
Under the leadership of New Mexico State 
Representative Antonio ‘‘Moe’’ Maestas, a 
local company which manufactures and dis-
tributes a natural pain relieving gel, ‘‘Sore No 
More,’’ agreed to be the title sponsor. 

Professional Club de Futbol Lobos de la 
Benemerita Universidad Autonoma de Puebla 
is based in Puebla, Mexico and is a profes-
sional team representing the Autonomous Uni-
versity of Puebla. The club conducted a youth 
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soccer clinic while in Albuquerque and brought 
several dignitaries from Puebla, including the 
University President. 

Lobos de la BUAP felt right at home, as the 
club’s mascot is also the mascot of the Uni-
versity of New Mexico—where the match was 
played. 

Albuquerque Sol FC was founded in 2013 
by Ron Patel, a native of Liverpool, England 
who played soccer with his local team, grew 
up playing soccer with his dad in the front 
yard and watching his national team compete 
for the European and World Cups. His passion 
for ‘‘the beautiful game’’ has contributed great-
ly to Albuquerque’s growing soccer culture. 

The fans in attendance were treated to an 
exciting match featuring world class play. Both 
teams demonstrated exceptional defense and 
attacking offense that ended in a 0–0 draw. 
This type of competition brings the community 
together and emphasizes to New Mexico’s 
youth the importance of dedication, teamwork 
and camaraderie. We look forward to more 
international friendlies in the future. I thank the 
sponsors for reaching out to talented soccer 
clubs around the world and bringing them to 
New Mexico. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF 
FRANK E. MILLER 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 14, 2015 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to remem-
ber the life and achievements of Frank E. Mil-
ler, who passed from this life at the dawn of 
Spring, not long after the first ships began ar-
riving after winter’s break. Frank was instru-
mental in the development of Toledo, Ohio’s 
seaport. 

Frank Miller was born in Marion, Ohio in 
1929 to Carl and Alverta Miller. He married his 
wife Vera in 1951 and together they raised 

three children, Gary, Brian and Linda. Frank 
served in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
during the Korean War. After coming home, 
he moved to Toledo, Ohio to work as a crane 
operator. 

In 1962 he became an equipment operator 
and overseas docks supervisor for the Toledo 
Lucas County Port Authority. With his 1976 
appointment as Director of the Seaport Frank 
moved the port forward to become a major 
seaport both domestically and internationally. 
His claim to fame was as ‘‘the man behind the 
seaport’s ‘Big Lucas’ gantry crane. He de-
signed and operated the large cargo handling 
crane for many years and taught many others 
to do the same.’’ Frank was a pathbreaking, 
early leader for development of Toledo’s Port, 
its cranes and storage capacity, now the busi-
est on the lower Great Lakes. He mounted the 
equipment and literally, made the Port hum 
with activity. He was an enthusiastic, perse-
vering advocate for the Port and its global po-
tential. 

Frank was a leader in the Association of 
Great Lakes Ports and served as a director of 
the American Association of Port Authorities. 
He also was a self published author and good 
humored observer of everyday life. 

After leaving his imprimatur on the Toledo 
Lucas County Port Authority, Frank started his 
own business, Toledo World Industries located 
in Toledo’s East Side. He was also owner and 
publisher of Business Venture Magazine until 
his retirement in the 1990s. 

A community leader, Frank Miller also found 
time to enjoy ‘‘golf, Ohio State University foot-
ball, Detroit Red Wings hockey and spending 
time on the docks at the Port Authority.’’ Most 
important was his family and he was a sup-
portive grandpa to his five grandchildren. 

To Vera, their children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchild, we offer our prayers that 
they find comfort in their memories of a won-
derful, devoted man who understood what it 
takes to create a close family and an enter-
prising community. 

HONORING APHRODITE LOUTAS 

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 14, 2015 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the distinguished career of Aphrodite 
Loutas. After over 28 years of government 
service, Ms. Loutas will be retiring as Chief of 
Staff for U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services. 

A Chicago resident since 1972, Ms. Loutas 
began her outstanding career with Immigration 
and Naturalization Services in 1987 as a Su-
pervisory Legalization Officer for the Legaliza-
tion Program. She joined the District in 1990 
as Immigration Examiner and became a su-
pervisor in citizenship from 1991 through 
1997. In 1997, she was asked to serve in 
headquarters for a year as Central Region Co-
ordinator for the Headquarters Office of Natu-
ralization Operations. 

In 1999, Ms. Loutas was appointed to Spe-
cial Assistant to the District Director in the Chi-
cago district in and contributed to that capacity 
until 2005. 

Ms. Loutas then served as the Assistant Di-
rector for Mission Support, where she worked 
diligently to secure America’s promise as a 
nation of immigrants and ensure the integrity 
of our immigration system to constituents. She 
was named Chief of Staff of the Chicago’s 
14th District office in 2009. In 2011, she was 
honored with the United States Citizenship 
and Immigration Services Director’s Heritage 
Award for her outstanding service and dedica-
tion. 

I invite my colleagues to join me in honoring 
Aphrodite Loutas for the work she has done 
for the 14th District, her community, and this 
great nation. I thank her for her invaluable 
service, and wish her well in all future endeav-
ors. 
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