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He highlighted the long history of cultural con-
tributions to American society which have be-
come part of the American experience and
spirit. He also noted the “record of enormous
contributions Indians have made to this coun-
try, its art and culture, its strength and spirit,
its sense of history, and its sense of purpose.”

The President’'s Special Message was of
particular importance because it called on
Congress to repudiate and repeal the termi-
nation policy expressed in House Concurrent
Resolution 108, and instead he promoted a
policy that would allow Indian tribes to become
part of the American fabric and participate in
their communities across this great nation, at
every level.

The President’s message represented a fun-
damental change to how the United States en-
gages Indian tribal governments and their peo-
ple, proclaiming “the time has come to break
decisively with the past and to create the con-
ditions for a new era in which the Indian future
is determined by Indian acts and Indian deci-
sions.” Since then, the United States Indian
policy has become one of Indian Self-Deter-
mination, without Termination.

Congress responded to the Nixon Adminis-
tration’s initiative in 1975, by passing the In-
dian Self-Determination and Education Assist-
ance Act, paving the way for the enactment in
1988 of the Tribal Self-Governance Program.
As a result of these enactments, Indian tribes
currently manage and administer one-half of
all programs and services offered by the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs and Indian Health Serv-
ice.

In an effort to further develop a relationship
of trust and confidence between the Federal
government and Indian people, the President
endorsed legislation to restore the Blue Lake
lands to the Taos Pueblo Indians. Previously,
the United States had appropriated the land
for the purposes of creating a national forest.
The Pueblo held the land sacred and nec-
essary to express their religious faith. The
message also proposed reforms to Indian edu-
cation, encouraged investment, economic de-
velopment and job creation in tribal commu-
nities, called for liberalizing land leases, and
increasing support for Indian health.

Since then, Congress and the Executive
Branch have collaborated to enact and imple-
ment statutes to improve Indian education,
health, housing, sacred site protection, energy
and economic development, and international
trade and tourism. Every President since
Nixon has embraced and implemented the
policy of Indian Self-Determination. This policy
is supported by the twin pillars of strong tribal
governments and vigorous tribal economies,
and continues to be the most successful In-
dian doctrine to date.

Mr. Speaker, | come before you now to
commemorate President Richard M. Nixon’s
Special Message to Congress on Indian Af-
fairs, affirm its support for the enduring truths
contained therein, and call for the policy of In-
dian Self-Determination to be expanded and
strengthened by this and future Congresses
and Presidents.
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ONE MILLION CHILDREN FED

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 8, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Lunches of Love for serving its
one millionth free lunch to the children of the
Fort Bend County community.

Lunches of Love has been serving Fort
Bend County since 2012 by providing nutri-
tious lunches for children in need. On June
23, the organization handed out their millionth
sack lunch and moved one step closer to end-
ing childhood hunger. We are extremely proud
of Lunches of Love’s dedication to our children
and are grateful for every volunteer who has
helped them reach this milestone.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, thank you again to
Lunches of Love for serving the children of
Fort Bend County and helping to eradicate
childhood hunger.

———

HONORING THE ST. HELENA
NATIVE SONS HALL

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 8, 2015

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor the St. Helena chapter of
Native Sons of the Golden West, Parlor 53, on
the occasion of the 100th anniversary of its
meeting hall.

First opened on June 25, 1915, the St. Hel-
ena Native Sons Hall has hosted events and
gatherings of all kinds and served as a valu-
able meeting space for the local community.
Concerts, funerals, weddings, and auctions
have been held within its walls. Once an old
dance hall, the building was moved to its cur-
rent location on Spring Street in St. Helena in
1915. A century later, the hall remains a cor-
nerstone of the St. Helena community.

Founded in 1875, the Native Sons of the
Golden West is one of the oldest fraternal
service organizations in California. The organi-
zation was initially established to preserve the
state’s early history, including the events of
the Gold Rush. Today, the Native Sons serve
as a charitable organization and work to pur-
chase, rehabilitate, and restore monuments
from California’s pioneer days. Sutter's Fort,
the Franciscan Missions, and the Monterey
Custom House were all preserved thanks to
efforts of the Native Sons of the Golden West.

Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct pleasure to
recognize the St. Helena chapter of the Native
Sons of the Golden West for the 100th anni-
versary of its hall, and for many years of dedi-
cation to the local community. | wish them all
the best on this historical occasion, and look
forward to another century of service and cele-
bration.
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HONORING THE LIFE OF WILLIAM
“BILL” ALFRED KINDRICKS

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 8, 2015

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, | rise with my
colleagues, Congressmembers ANNA ESHOO
and MIKE HONDA, in memory of William “Bill”
Alfred Kindricks, who passed away on June 8,
2015. Bill was a leader in our community both
in his public work with San Francisco BART
and Santa Clara Valley Transit Authority, and
in his private life as an integral member of his
church and mentor within the black community
in Santa Clara County.

Bill Kindricks, born the youngest of four sib-
lings on July 24, 1946, on the campus of
Tuskegee University to Lewis and Salena
Kindricks, grew up in Opelika, Alabama. He
graduated from Alabama A&M University and
the University of Virginia, Darden Graduate
School of Business, and played professional
football with the Cincinnati Bengals and Oak-
land Raiders.

For most of his life, Bill resided and was an
active member of his community in San Jose.
A devout man, Bill was baptized and attended
church weekly throughout his life. During his
career, Bill worked for General Motors and
San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART)
and retired from the Santa Clara County Val-
ley Transit Authority (VTA) after 23 years of
dedicated service.

Until his passing, Bill was a nurturing, sup-
portive leader and mentor in the 100 Black
Men of America, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,
Inc., National Forum Black Public Administra-
tors, Black Leadership Kitchen Cabinet of
Santa Clara County, and NAACP, among oth-
ers. As the President of the Silicon Valley
Chapter of 100 Black Men of America, Bill
contributed to the development of hundreds of
young adults. Compassionate and generous
with his time, Bill was always available to self-
lessly help those in need.

Bill was a genuinely good human being. He
bettered the lives of others with his magnani-
mous presence and spirit. Many loved and re-
spected Bill, and his passing is mourned and
deeply felt among those whose lives he has
touched. Together with my colleagues, | want
to express my sincerest condolences to Bill’'s
family and fellow church members. Our hearts
are with them in this time of sorrow. Along
with Bill's family, friends, former colleagues
and our community, we will miss him. We
have been lucky to have him.

———

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 8, 2015

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $18,151,950,433,860.76. We've
added $7,525,073,384,947.68 to our debt in 6
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
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have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

———

HONORING BRUNO SCHUSTEK

HON. BILL FOSTER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 8, 2015

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the dedication of the Schustek Pond
in the Village of Willowbrook, lllinois.

On July 6, 1930, the wealthy heiress Mary
“Merry” Fahrney decided to try her hand at
skydiving for the first time without any prior
training or a qualified instructor to assist her.
Upon exiting the airplane her parachute be-
came entangled on the plane’s wing, leaving
her helplessly suspended hundreds of feet
above the ground for over two hours. Charles
Geiger and Bruno Schustek witnessed
Fahrney’s predicament from the ground and
decided to assist her. When he reached
Farhney’s plane, Schustek climbed out of his
own airplane, down a rope, and onto the wing
of her aircraft freeing her parachute and allow-
ing Merry to glide safely to the ground. Unfor-
tunately, Schustek was unable to climb back
into his plane and fell to his death.

Eighty-five years to the day after Bruno
Schustek’s death, the North American Spine
Society unveiled a new plaque in his honor.
Decades after his heroic act, Schustek’s mem-
ory lives on thanks to Maria R. Traska, Joseph
Kubal and Keith Yearman, amateur historians
who discovered and publicized Schustek’s
story. With the dedication of the Schustek
Pond, his selfless actions will continue to in-
spire and remind us of his sacrifice.

———

PEARLAND ISD PRINCIPAL OF THE
YEAR—SHARON BRADLEY

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 8, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Sharon Bradley of Pearland’s
Jamison Middle School for being named
Pearland Independent School District's 2015
Elementary and Secondary Principal of the
Year.

Ms. Bradley has served as principle of
Jamison Middle School for ten years. Pre-
viously, she taught multiple different grade lev-
els including as a junior high assistant prin-
cipal. She developed a passion for helping to
guide her students into becoming strong lead-
ers through the school system. Ms. Bradley
has demonstrated great leadership and dedi-
cation to her students and colleagues.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Sharon Bradley for winning the Pearland
Independent School District's 2015 Elementary
and Secondary Principal of the Year Award.
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CELEBRATING STEFAN
ROZENFELD

HON. JERROLD NADLER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 8, 2015

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, on July 12,
1940, six-year-old Stefan Rozenfeld arrived on
the shores of the United States of America
with his mother and father, after a long and
perilous journey from Poland. This week, he
will celebrate the 75th anniversary of his ar-
rival.

His journey, albeit encompassing a narrative
far too familiar for many American Jews, rep-
resents a remarkable story of survival and
courage.

When they fled their native Poland in Janu-
ary 1940, Stefan Rozenfeld and his mother
escaped certain death at the hands of the
Nazis. Only weeks after they departed their
home in Lodz, the Jews of Lodz were rounded
up and crammed into a ghetto that served as
a staging ground for deportations to Nazi ex-
termination camps. The Rozenfelds made their
way to Belgium, where they reunited with Ste-
fan’s father and secured American immigration
visas. However, unable to obtain passage to
the United States before the Nazi invasion of
Belgium in May 1940, they narrowly evaded
the Nazis once again, securing safety in
France. But when France capitulated to the
Nazis in June, 1940, the Rozenfelds were
trapped. Denied entrance to their last two re-
maining hopes, Portugal and Spain, vulnerable
and without anywhere else to turn, Stefan and
his family seemed destined to fall into the
Nazis’ murderous hands.

Portugal, neutral throughout World War I,
had closed its borders to Jewish refugees. It
was only the actions taken by an exceedingly
courageous diplomat, Aristides de Sousa
Mendes, the Portuguese consul in Bordeaux,
which permitted the Rozenfelds, along with
tens of thousands of other refugees, to suc-
cessfully flee the Nazis. Despite a government
directive strictly prohibiting the issuing of visas
to Jews, Sousa Mendes instructed his vice-
consuls to issue Portuguese visas to anyone
who petitioned for one, regardless of nation-
ality or religion. Yet, in saving as many as
30,000 lives, Sousa Mendes sacrificed his
own career and livelihood. Put on trial by the
Portuguese government, the formerly high-
ranking diplomat was convicted and forced
into retirement, tarnishing his reputation and
leaving him impoverished.

While Sousa Mendes was unjustly
blacklisted and punished, the Rozenfelds were
able to escape to Portugal and then to the
United States, where they landed in Hoboken,
New Jersey on July 12, 1940. Settling in
Queens, New York, Stefan’s father started a
company that dubbed and translated foreign
films for American audiences. The company
became an important component of the Amer-
ican film industry, most notably dubbing the
Vittorio De Sica film, “Two Women,” which
starred Sophia Loren. After graduating from
Stuyvesant High School in downtown Manhat-
tan and Perdue University in Indiana, Stefan
joined his father's company. In 1958, he mar-
ried Linda Schoengold, a childhood friend he
had known since he was eight years old and
with whom he had four children: Julie, Laurie,
Paul, and Leah. After raising the children in
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New Rochelle, where Linda volunteered in the
community and worked to encourage voter
participation, Stefan and Linda today live in
active retirement, yet make sure to return
every summer to Pine Lake Park, where they
first met. Stefan maintains his lifelong passion
for classical music through his extensive col-
lection of recordings and the series of con-
certs he and Linda host for friends. Despite
having faced incredible adversity, the
Rozenfeld family, with the help of the heroic
Aristides de Sousa Mendes, survived and
managed to thrive, embodying the very ethos
of the American dream.

After Aristides de Sousa Mendes died in
disgrace in 1954, his name was largely forgot-
ten. Many of the refugees whose lives he had
singlehandedly saved were scattered around
the world. Yet after decades of hard work by
his children, and with support from Congress,
the Portuguese diplomat eventually came to
be known internationally as a hero. Named by
Israel in 1966 as Righteous Among the Na-
tions, he would later be honored in his native
Portugal, where Portugal’'s president Mario
Soares declared him “Portugal’s greatest hero
of the twentieth century.” In 2004, after rep-
arations were paid to his family and his name
restored, celebrations were held in over thirty
nations to commemorate Sousa Mendes on
the fiftieth anniversary of his death.

Aristides de Sousa Mendes recorded the
names and visa numbers of the individuals he
granted visas to in a ledger book which now
lies in the Portuguese Foreign Ministry in Lis-
bon. | recently viewed images of Sousa
Mendes’ list, and, although to some it may ap-
pear only as names and numbers, to me it
represents promise and hope for the Jewish
people and the heroism of one exceptionally
brave man.

The story of the Rozenfelds’ flight from Nazi
persecution, the righteous actions taken by
Aristides de Sousa Mendes, and the
Rozenfelds’ successful passage and settle-
ment in America is important to recognize. |
am deeply grateful for Sousa Mendes and his
actions, which allowed Stefan and thousands
of other refugees to escape the evils of the
Nazis and live a life of freedom and promise.
| am pleased to be able to share the story of
the Rozenfelds’ perseverance and courage, of
Sousa Mendes’ heroic actions, of a case of
the United States fulfilling its role as a haven,
affording refugees welcome and freedom, and
of the refugees contributing their energy and
industry to the United States, with the House
of Representatives today.

| wish Stefan Rozenfeld and his family well
as they celebrate this historic anniversary.

HONORING JAMES MONDO
HON. LOIS FRANKEL

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 8, 2015

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to celebrate James Mondo of
Ridge, New York who turned 100 years old on
July 4, 2015.

James, who is commonly known as Jack
but more affectionately known as “pop”, was
born in Brooklyn, New York. The youngest
child of Italian Immigrants, Francis and Clara,
James grew up with seven siblings. In 1933,




		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-11T07:34:18-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




