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back pain and impacted heart and lung func-
tion would begin. 

Approximately one out of every six children 
diagnosed with scoliosis requires continued 
treatment, and, in extreme cases, surgery. It is 
of paramount importance that early detection 
resources are available to local schools and 
physicians to ensure that children and their 
families are both screened and educated 
about the condition. 

Further, while up to three percent of the 
American population is estimated to have sco-
liosis, the number of family and friends who 
are impacted by this condition numbers many 
millions more. With early detection and proper 
treatment, patients can live a healthy and ac-
tive life. National Scoliosis Awareness Month 
promotes public awareness for this condition— 
elevating the visibility of scoliosis and empow-
ering individuals whose lives have been 
touched by this condition. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
June as National Scoliosis Awareness Month 
by thanking organizations such as the National 
Scoliosis Foundation and the Scoliosis Re-
search Society, as well as their many sup-
porters, for their tireless efforts in raising 
awareness of scoliosis and promoting critical 
research on this condition. 
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CELEBRATING CAPE VERDEAN 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

HON. DAVID N. CICILLINE 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 7, 2015 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 40th anniversary of independ-
ence for the Republic of Cape Verde, or Cabo 
Verde, which was celebrated on Sunday, July 
5th. 

Uninhabited until its discovery by the Por-
tuguese in the 15th century, Cape Verde grew 
into a thriving center of commerce by the time 
it achieved independence in 1975. 

Today, the Republic of Cape Verde is a 
model democracy and friend to the United 
States. 

My home state of Rhode Island is home to 
one of the largest Cape Verdean-American 
populations in the United States—with nearly 
20,000 men, women, and children calling 
Rhode Island home today. 

It is a privilege to serve on their behalf and 
represent their interests before Congress 
today. 

I have also been fortunate to host Cape 
Verdean Prime Minister Jose Maria Neves for 
official visits to Rhode Island’s First Congres-
sional District and to discuss the work we can 
do together to strengthen the Cape Verdean 
community living in Rhode Island today. 

I extend my best wishes to the people of 
Cape Verde for a joyous celebration of the 
40th anniversary of their independence this 
month. 

IN RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL 
SUNGLASSES DAY 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 7, 2015 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize National Sunglasses Day and to 
honor the sunglass manufacturers and sup-
pliers throughout my Dallas Congressional 
District, the State of Texas and around the 
country. Texas and the Dallas area are home 
to a variety of optical industry leaders includ-
ing 24 optical laboratories that manufacture 
prescription sun wear, 3 lens manufacturers 
that supply UV filtering lenses, and 6 sun wear 
frame suppliers. As a physician, I commend 
the sunglass industry and their trade associa-
tion The Vision Council (TVC) for ongoing out-
reach campaigns to educate consumers re-
garding the damaging effects of ultraviolet 
(UV) rays to the eye and healthy vision. 

In the case of eye protection, what you don’t 
know can hurt you. When it comes to the 
human eye and the sun’s rays, it’s what we 
can’t see that matters most. UV radiation that 
reaches the earth’s surface, made up of two 
types of invisible rays, UVA and UVB, endan-
gers an unprotected eye. The effects of long- 
term exposure can include cataracts, macular 
degeneration, abnormal growths on the eye’s 
surface and even cancer of the eye. While ev-
eryone should shield their eyes from UV rays, 
certain risk factors like age and eye color in-
crease an individual’s vulnerability to UV re-
lated eye disorders. Where you live and travel 
can also make a big difference in the level of 
UV exposure. Since UV damage can’t be re-
versed, prevention through protection is key. 

Later this summer, sunglass manufacturers 
and distributors from my home district in 
Texas and The Vision Council (TVC) will be 
convening a Capitol Hill briefing on the topic of 
UV danger and protecting your eye health. I 
encourage my colleagues to attend and ap-
plaud the sunglass community and The Vision 
Council for their leadership in promoting 
healthy vision. 

f 

116TH BIRTHDAY OF MS. 
SUSANNAH MUSHATT JONES 

HON. HAKEEM S. JEFFRIES 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 7, 2015 

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
celebration of the 116th birthday of Ms. 
Susannah Mushatt Jones, who is affection-
ately called Miss Susie. Confirmed by 
Guinness World Records as the world’s oldest 
living person, she is a beloved member of the 
Brooklyn community I am proud to represent 
in Congress. In recognition of her birthday, 
Miss Susie will be honored on July 7, 2015 at 
the Vandalia Senior Center in Brooklyn, NY. 
We revel not just the years since her birth, but 
the history she has witnessed in three sepa-
rate centuries. From experiencing segregation 
in the South to being a first-hand witness of 
the Civil Rights movement in New York, we 
commemorate her birthday with awe and in-
spiration. 

Miss Susie was born into a large, loving 
family on July 6, 1899 in Lowndes County, 

Alabama as the third of eleven children. In 
1923 she moved to New York as part of the 
Great Migration of African Americans from the 
rural South to cities in the North, Midwest, and 
West. Miss Susie dedicated her professional 
pursuits to children, first as a school teacher 
and then as a childcare provider. At one point, 
she moved to Hollywood to work for a family 
in the film industry. During her time on the 
west coast, she enjoyed socializing with movie 
stars and attending movie premieres. She 
fondly remembers meeting Ronald Reagan, 
Clark Gable, and Cary Grant. 

Family has always surrounded Miss Susie: 
she takes great delight in being an aunt to 
over 100 nieces and nephews. Throughout her 
life, she has brightened many lives with her 
positive attitude and infectious laugh. She re-
sides in Vandalia Houses and was an active 
member of the Vandalia Houses Senior Cen-
ter tenant patrol through her 100th birthday. 
Miss Susie credits her healthy lifestyle free of 
smoking and drinking for her longevity. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other 
distinguished colleagues join me in celebrating 
Ms. Susannah Mushatt Jones on her 116th 
birthday. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 40TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF CABO VERDE’S 
INDEPENDENCE 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 7, 2015 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
proud recognition of the historic 40th Anniver-
sary of Cabo Verdean independence. 

The history of Cabo Verde is as intricate 
and vibrant as the people themselves. First 
founded by the adventuresome European ex-
plorers of the fifteenth century, Cabo Verde 
became a critical trading post on the route 
from the coasts of Africa and bustling Medi-
terranean ports to the newly discovered lands 
across the Atlantic. The diverse residents of 
Cabo Verde lived under Portuguese rule until 
the establishment of a transitional government 
and first election of a National Assembly in 
1975. To date, July 5 remains celebrated by 
the residents of Cabo Verde and their growing 
diaspora overseas as a day of independence. 

I have the privilege of representing commu-
nities in Southeastern Massachusetts that 
boast strong ties to Cabo Verde and hosts the 
highest concentration of Cabo Verdean-Ameri-
cans in the United States. The Cities of New 
Bedford and Fall River, in addition to Brockton 
and Boston, are some of the largest commu-
nities of Cabo Verdean descent in the country. 

The Cabo Verdean community has played 
an integral role in molding the rich culture of 
Massachusetts as we know it today. This influ-
ence dates back to the height of the whaling 
industry in the 18th century, during which time 
Cabo Verdeans were universally respected for 
their skills as seamen and whale hunters— 
recognized across the world as honest, hard 
workers. They continue to uphold that reputa-
tion in Massachusetts, where many Cabo 
Verdean-Americans continue to work in the 
historic fishing and cranberry industries. 

Today, the scenic archipelago of Cabo 
Verde enjoys political stability, democratic rule 
and substantial economic growth. 
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Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me in hon-

oring the 40th anniversary of Cabo Verde’s 
independence and in recognizing the country’s 
irreplaceable role in the international commu-
nity. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2016 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOHN KLINE 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 25, 2015 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2822) making ap-
propriations for the Department of the Inte-
rior, environment, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2016, and 
for other purposes: 

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Chair, I rise today because 
I believe every child in every school should re-
ceive an excellent education. 

It is a goal that I have worked toward as 
Chairman of the Education and the Workforce 
Committee, and one I know many in this 
House share. I would like to especially thank 
the Committee Chairmen ROGERS and CAL-
VERT, and Ranking Members LOWEY and 
MCCOLLUM, for working with me to address 
the challenges facing Native American stu-
dents. 

Earlier this year I visited the Bug-O-Nay-Ge- 
Shig School of the Leech Lake Band of 
Ojibwe in Minnesota. At the school, thin metal 
walls are all that separate students from harsh 
winters and blankets hang over the doors in a 
desperate attempt to keep out the cold air. 
When winds reach a certain strength at the 
‘‘Bug School,’’ students are forced to evacuate 
the building—often in below-zero tempera-
tures. On many cold and windy winter days, 
Bug School students keep their winter jackets 
on all day, to save time during evacuation. 

Mr. Chair, this is unacceptable. These chil-
dren deserve much better. It’s incumbent on 
the Administration and this Congress to get to 
the bottom of this. 

The Education and the Workforce Com-
mittee recently held hearings to examine the 
deplorable conditions affecting Native Amer-
ican schools—an issue that in recent months 
has received national attention thanks to the 
investigative work of the Star Tribune. 

Mr. Chair, the federal government promised 
to provide Native American students a quality 
education in a manner that preserves their 
heritage, and we are failing to keep that prom-
ise. 

Accordingly, I sent a letter to my colleagues 
on the House Committee on Appropriations 
this year requesting an increase of nearly $60 
million more than last year’s budget for Bu-
reau of Indian Education schools. 

I am pleased the Department of Interior ap-
propriations bill, through the hard work of the 
Chairmen and Ranking Members, reflects my 
request and recognizes that we cannot con-
tinue to fail meeting our commitment. 

While additional resources are certainly im-
portant, they are only part of what is needed 
in a long-term solution. We still must work to-
gether in a bipartisan manner to untangle the 

maze of bureaucracy that continues to plague 
BIE schools and students. 

Mr. Chair, these unique, vulnerable children 
have waited long enough for the federal gov-
ernment to live up to its promises and I urge 
my colleagues to support this bill which is an 
important step toward our goal of providing an 
excellent education for all our children. 
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TRIBUTE TO OARD-ROSS DRUG 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 7, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Oard-Ross Drug of Council 
Bluffs, Iowa. Oard-Ross Drug has been oper-
ating at the same corner location since 1907. 
Mr. Joe Beraldi, the drug store’s owner and 
pharmacist, has himself worked at the store 
for 75 years. Mr. Beraldi continues to enjoy 
working with the customers and does not 
enjoy golf, which, he explains, are the two 
main reasons he has no plans for retirement 
yet. 

Mr. Beraldi was born and raised in Council 
Bluffs and began working at the store at age 
14 while attending high school. He said he 
made deliveries on his bike for 10 cents an 
hour during that time. Today, Mr. Beraldi 
serves second and third generation customers 
at the drug store. This multi-generational cus-
tomer loyalty is a testament to the great serv-
ice provided by Mr. Beraldi and his staff. Cur-
rently, Mr. Beraldi works part-time at the store 
and has no intention of retiring. His son, Tony, 
also a pharmacist, has worked at Oard-Ross 
Drug for 29 years and now manages the 
store. 

I commend Mr. Joe Beraldi, his son, Tony, 
and the staff at Oard-Ross Drug for their many 
years of dedicated service to Council Bluffs. I 
urge my colleagues in the House to join me in 
congratulating Oard-Ross Drug for this ex-
traordinary occasion. I wish them all the best 
moving forward. 

f 

COMMEMORATING 46TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE APOLLO 11 MOON 
LANDING 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 7, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, forty six 
years ago, on July 20, 1969, millions of Ameri-
cans and other people around the world, sat 
glued to their televisions and radios to witness 
a human being walk on the surface of the 
moon, one of the signal events in world his-
tory. 

This astounding technological achievement 
could not have come at a better time because 
in July 1969, the United States was in need of 
a unifying event following the assassinations 
of President John F. Kennedy, Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., and Senator Robert Kennedy, 
and Malcolm X, and social divisions resulting 
from America’s involvement in the Vietnam 
War, a war that cost the nation dearly in blood 
and treasure. 

In 1969, the world was still caught in the 
grip of the Cold War, divided by ideology, sep-

arated into opposing blocs of countries aligned 
with either the Soviet Union or the United 
States. 

Today the world stands connected in a vari-
ety of ways unimaginable 46 years ago. 

The step onto the surface of the moon by 
Neil Armstrong, left more than a mere foot 
print in the moon sand, it spurred a techno-
logical revolution that has resulted in many of 
the devices that help shape our lives today. 

On September 29, 1962 at Rice University 
in Houston, Texas, President John F. Kennedy 
inspired the nation to accept the challenge of 
sending a man to the moon and bringing him 
safely home before the end of the decade. 

President Kennedy said, ‘‘We choose to go 
to the moon in this decade and do the other 
things, not because they are easy, but be-
cause they are hard, because that goal will 
serve to organize and measure the best of our 
energies and skills, because that challenge is 
one that we are willing to accept, one we are 
unwilling to postpone, and one which we in-
tend to win, and the others, too.’’ 

In July 1969, through the combined deter-
mination and efforts of the American people, 
the United States made good on President 
Kennedy’s prediction. 

From the inspiration of a young President 
who challenged us to set our sights on the 
moon, scientists developed new materials, en-
gineers manufactured innovative equipment, 
and factory workers assembled cutting edge 
transport crafts. 

Together, Americans proved that by working 
together, toward a common purpose, there is 
nothing beyond our reach. 

And let us not forget the crew of American 
heroes, who made President’s Kennedy’s 
promise a reality for the world, and whose 
courage and daring embodied the virtues and 
ideals of the American spirit: astronauts Neil 
Armstrong, Edwin ‘‘Buzz’’ Eugene Aldrin Jr., 
and Michael Collins. 

The words spoken by Neil Armstrong when 
he stepped off Eagle 1 onto the surface of the 
moon perfectly captured the significance of 
that moment in human history: ‘‘This is one 
small step for a man, one giant leap for man-
kind.’’ 

This giant step forward in world history re-
flected the ground breaking research, develop-
ment, inventions, and discoveries of thou-
sands of Americans who successfully opened 
a new path in frontier of space exploration. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. GILBERT 
‘‘GIL’’ ERNEST ADAMI 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 7, 2015 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
posthumously honor Dr. Gilbert Ernest Adami, 
who passed away on June 24, 2015 at the 
age of 92, leaving behind a proud legacy. 

Dr. Adami was born September 2, 1922 in 
Winters, Texas to Ernest and Emma Adami. 
Even as a child, he knew his calling in life was 
to heal others. He graduated from Winters 
High School at age 16, and attended the Uni-
versity of Texas. At age 19, he was admitted 
to Tulane University School of Medicine, ob-
taining his medical degree at age 22. Dr. 
Adami entered the United States Navy in 1945 
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