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the reservation one summer night. One of 
them raped her, Brunner said. 

It was the real-life version of author Lou-
ise Erdrich’s acclaimed fictional account of 
the rape of an Ojibwe woman by a non-Indian 
in her 2012 book, ‘‘The Round House.’’ In 
both the real and the unrelated fictional 
case, the new congressional authority would 
not give the tribe jurisdiction to arrest and 
prosecute the suspects, because they were 
not previously known to the victim. 

Last week, inside her home on the frigid 
White Earth Nation, which was dotted by 
vast snowy cornfields and hundreds of frozen 
lakes, Brunner brought out a colorful water-
color she had painted of three native women 
standing in the woods under a glowing full 
moon. The painting was the inspiration for 
the title of Nagle’s play, she said, but it’s 
also a metaphor for the new law. 

‘‘We have always known that non-Indians 
can come onto our lands and they can beat, 
rape and murder us and there is nothing we 
can do about it,’’ Brunner said. ‘‘Now, our 
tribal officers have jurisdiction for the first 
time to do something about certain crimes.’’ 

‘‘But,’’ she added, ‘‘it is just the first sliver 
of the full moon that we need to protect us.’’ 

f 

GI EDUCATION BENEFITS 
FAIRNESS ACT 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I intro-
duced a bill this week that would fix a 
small problem with the Post-9/11 GI bill 
that is creating big problems for some 
servicemember and veteran families. 

In 2010, SFC Angela Dees sent her 
son, Christopher Webb, to the Univer-
sity of Illinois at Chicago after receiv-
ing approval from DOD that she could 
transfer her GI benefits to pay for his 
education. 

Dees first enlisted in the Army in 
1998. At the time, she was married, and 
Christopher was her stepson. But after 
a divorce, she went to court and ob-
tained sole legal custody, raising him 
from a 2-year-old into a young man. 
Since she never formally adopted him 
he was legally considered her ward. 

But no matter how you slice it, An-
gela Dees is Chris’s mother, and he is 
her son. 

But halfway through Chris’s first 
year at UIC, he received a letter from 
the VA telling him that he could no 
longer use his mother’s GI benefits. 
The letter explained that he needed to 
repay the first year’s benefits, $30,000. 

What happened? 
It turns out they were caught in a 

bureaucratic wrinkle with enormous 
implications for this family. Foster 
children and legal wards like Chris are 
considered dependents by the Depart-
ment of Defense, but not by the VA. 

Servicemembers can pass along their 
GI Bill benefits to their spouses or chil-
dren if they re-up for 4 more years. So 
Angela did that. In good faith, she 
signed an Army contract for 4 more 
years so that she could give her son a 
college education. 

But the left hand of government did 
not know what the right hand of gov-
ernment was doing. So when it came 
time for the VA to pay Chris’s tuition 
bill, VA said no. In their case, neither 
of them had the money to repay the 
VA, so Chris had to drop out of school 
and get a job in order to pay it back. 

According to DOD, at least 25 stu-
dents are in the same boat—approved 
by DOD, they enrolled in school only to 
have their benefits revoked by the VA 
when the bill came due. 

It is an expensive bureaucratic night-
mare for these families, and it should 
be fixed. 

The Post-9/11 GI bill is the most com-
prehensive education benefits package 
for servicemembers since 1944. It was 
the first time we granted servicemem-
bers the opportunity to transfer some 
or all of their earned benefits to family 
members. 

But in this small way it is clear that 
the benefit does not match our intent. 

The GI Education Benefits Fairness 
Act, S. 2014, will fix that. 

This bill is very simple: it will align 
the definition of an ‘‘eligible child’’ at 
the DOD and the VA so that wards and 
foster children also qualify, and it will 
offer retroactive payment to those 
whose benefits were revoked because of 
the original discrepancy. 

The bill has the support of many vet-
eran and military advocacy groups: the 
Military Officers Association of Amer-
ica, Veterans of Foreign Wars, the 
American Legion, Student Veterans of 
America, the National Military Family 
Association, the Iraq and Afghanistan 
Veterans of America, the Association 
of the United States Navy, and the 
Foster Parent Association of America. 

In the House, Representatives BILL 
FOSTER and CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS 
are leading a companion bill in a bipar-
tisan effort. 

These servicemembers have made 
good on their obligations to our coun-
try. And the GI Education Benefits 
Fairness Act allows us to make good 
on the promises we have made to them. 

I hope my colleagues will join me in 
support of this important bill. 

f 

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE 
Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, I wish 

to discuss the circumstances many un-
employed families face. 

Millions of Americans have lost their 
jobs through no fault of their own and 
now face serious financial con-
sequences. 

Many families are having trouble 
paying the rent or their mortgage, or 
they are struggling to buy necessities 
for their children. 

On February 6, the Senate voted, 
again, to try to extend unemployment 
benefits for the long-term unemployed 
who are down on their luck. 

But we still fell one vote short. We 
needed one more Republican. 

I hope one of my colleagues on the 
Republican side will join us soon to get 
that legislation over the top and help 
folks who have been hurting since the 
first of the year. Getting this benefit 
extended is only one of the problems 
that unemployed families have faced in 
my State. 

Thousands of unemployed Floridians 
have had their benefits delayed by 
flaws in the State’s new automated un-
employment system. 

The website is called ‘‘Florida CON-
NECT.’’ 

But ironically it has left many Flo-
ridians disconnected. 

We started hearing about some of the 
problems people were facing soon after 
the website was launched late last 
year. 

When I started hearing about these 
reports, I asked U.S. Labor Secretary 
Thomas Perez to investigate. 

And I am pleased to report that the 
Department of Labor is now working 
with the State to sort out who should 
be getting their checks. 

I am told most of the people who 
were stuck in this mess have either 
started getting the benefits they de-
serve or have received a letter direct-
ing them to a human being they can 
talk to and resolve possible problems 
with their applications. 

I trust that the State of Florida will 
hold anyone responsible for that flawed 
website completely accountable for 
this mess. 

In the meantime I hope that we here 
in the Congress will do our part to help 
folks that are down and out and pass 
the extension of benefits for long-term 
unemployed. 

f 

THE SOCHI OLYMPICS 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, as we 
speak, the 22nd Winter Olympics are 
well under way in Sochi, Russia. 

Let me first congratulate the orga-
nizers on a fantastic opening cere-
mony. It really was something to see 
the depth and breadth of Russia’s rich 
history and culture on display for the 
entire world to admire. 

The Olympics put a powerful spot-
light on Russia—a spotlight Russia’s 
president has so vigorously sought. But 
just as this attention is educating the 
world about Russia’s invaluable con-
tributions to music, science, and sport, 
it is also highlighting the gaps between 
Russia’s previous commitment to fun-
damental freedoms and the reality on 
the ground. 

There is no question that in recent 
years we have seen Russia move to-
wards a less open, less pluralistic soci-
ety. But we cannot lose hope yet. 
Change is possible and Russia’s belea-
guered but tenacious civil society of-
fers much hope for the future. We con-
tinue to expect Russia’s leadership to 
uphold basic and universal human 
rights. Now there are other countries 
where the situation is much worse, but 
Russia is a powerful global example 
and should be committed to upholding 
fundamental freedoms much like Ger-
many or the United Kingdom, its Euro-
pean neighbors. But unlike those gov-
ernments, Russia’s current leadership 
wantonly violates international com-
mitments and seems bent on trying to 
redefine a settled consensus on the uni-
versality of human rights. We cannot 
let that go unchallenged. 

Much has been said about Russia’s 
2013 law prohibiting so-called gay prop-
aganda. Some have pointed to the fact 
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that this law enjoys widespread public 
support while others have faintly con-
demned it and worried that Western 
pressure could be counterproductive. 
Let’s stop negotiating with ourselves 
here and tell it like it is. And it is real-
ly quite simple: this law infringes on 
the rights to free speech, association, 
and assembly. These rights are not 
American rights, they are human 
rights, and they are universally shared 
and universally binding. Russia ac-
knowledged as much in myriad inter-
national commitments. And this law is 
just the tip of the proverbial iceberg 
when it comes to fundamental free-
doms in Russia. 

In recent days it has been fashionable 
to change the colors of your website or 
make other symbolic gestures of soli-
darity with Russia’s LGBT community. 
I applaud this and have done as much 
myself, but let’s not kid ourselves or 
rest on our laurels. It takes little cour-
age to swap an avatar on Twitter or to 
use a coded phrase in a statement and 
it is going to take a lot more to change 
the world for the better. As important 
as these symbols of solidarity are, let’s 
not confuse them with the steady and 
sustained activism that will be nec-
essary to highlight human rights 
abuses in Russia long after the flame 
goes out in Sochi. 

I have heard much speculation of a 
further crackdown in Russia after the 
Olympic spotlight fades, and I would 
note that the ongoing unrest in 
Ukraine is watched with great interest 
from Russia. While the Kremlin ap-
pears nervous at the prospects of re-
newed demonstrations at home or the 
success of any grassroots uprising on 
its borders, many in Moscow and St. 
Petersburg appear envious that the 
Ukrainian protests have shown staying 
power and the ability to pry conces-
sions from the ruling elite. I worry 
that if anything could provoke a crack-
down inside Russia post-Sochi, a turn 
of events in Ukraine could well prove 
that trigger and I urge the administra-
tion to double-down on its efforts to 
head off further violence. That is why I 
introduced the Global Human Rights 
Accountability Act, which would en-
sure human rights abusers from any-
where in the world are denied entry 
into the United States and barred from 
using our financial institution. 

Finally, let me commend our current 
and outgoing ambassador to the Rus-
sian Federation, Dr. Michael McFaul, 
for a job well done. Dr. McFaul served 
with distinction in a tough post at a 
tough time and did a fantastic job of 
representing our country’s openness 
and ‘‘can do’’ spirit. He will be missed. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

PURITAN BACKROOM 

∑ Ms. AYOTTE. Mr. President, I wish 
to recognize and honor the Puritan 
Backroom in Manchester, a beloved 
New Hampshire restaurant that cele-

brates its 40th anniversary this month. 
The Backroom has earned its place as 
one of the Granite State’s most pop-
ular family restaurants, serving up de-
licious dishes for four decades. 

Today, the Backroom is part of a tra-
dition of outstanding hospitality that 
dates back for nearly a century in New 
Hampshire’s Queen City. In 1917, Ar-
thur Pappas and Louis Canotas, who 
immigrated to the United States from 
Greece, opened an ice cream and candy 
shop on Hanover Street. They started a 
restaurant the following year, the first 
of several in Manchester and beyond. 
In 1938, Pappas and Canotas opened an 
ice cream stand on Daniel Webster 
Highway, later adding a candy shop 
and a restaurant. In February 1974, the 
Puritan Backroom served its first 
meal, and it is now a fourth generation 
family business. 

There is something for everyone on 
the menu at the Backroom—from fresh 
seafood, to prime rib, to their sauté 
specials. 

The restaurant is perhaps most fa-
mous for its fried chicken tenders, 
which come with duck sauce, and can 
be ordered in a few different ways—reg-
ular, coconut, buffalo or spicy. Or, you 
could get them broiled in the Back-
room’s special sauce. Or, you could 
have chicken tenders parmigiana or 
chicken tenders cacciatore. 

For dessert, you can not beat the 
Backroom’s homemade ice cream. On 
hot summer nights, it is not unusual to 
see customers lined up in front of the 
ice cream stand, eager to choose from 
among dozens of flavors. You will find 
the standard offerings—vanilla and 
chocolate—alongside Backroom favor-
ites, including: Baklava, Moose Tracks, 
and Mudslide. Speaking of mudslides, 
they’re also on the drink menu, and 
the Backroom was once recognized for 
being the top buyer in the Nation of 
Baileys Irish Cream. 

The Puritan Backroom is more than 
just a restaurant. It is part of the heart 
and soul of Manchester, NH. It is a 
place for friends to meet and enjoy a 
meal. And it is a place for families to 
celebrate special occasions. I know 
that my family always looks forward 
to heading to the Backroom, where we 
know we will see familiar and friendly 
faces. 

The family ownership, management 
and staff of the Backroom have made 
this special restaurant a true New 
Hampshire treasure. The Backroom 
sets the standard for excellence in hos-
pitality in the Granite State, and I am 
so proud to join citizens across our 
State in congratulating the Puritan 
Backroom on its 40th anniversary. ∑ 

f 

ASCAP’S 100TH BIRTHDAY 

∑ Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I wish to 
recognize the centennial of ASCAP, the 
American Society of Composers, Au-
thors and Publishers. 

When ASCAP’s founders gathered in 
a New York hotel 100 years ago, they 
could not have imagined what the fu-

ture held in store for the music indus-
try, and the central role their organi-
zation would play in the music commu-
nity. ASCAP’s membership has grown 
to include more than 1⁄2 million song-
writers, composers, and publishers. 
Among these are some of America’s 
most beloved musical talents, but 
ASCAP is also home to thousands of 
lesser known musicians who inspire 
and delight us. 

ASCAP licenses nearly 9 million mu-
sical works. The royalties ASCAP col-
lects on behalf of its members, and the 
additional resources it provides, em-
power thousands of musicians to follow 
their lifelong passion for music while 
providing for themselves and their 
families. ASCAP is truly an invaluable 
resource both for songwriters and com-
posers as well as the music loving com-
munity they serve. 

Over the years, ASCAP has been a 
tireless advocate for strong intellec-
tual property protections. It continues 
to be at the forefront of the movement 
for sensible intellectual property laws 
that can keep pace with changes in 
technology, all the while serving the 
interests of both music creators and 
consumers in the digital age. 

It is critically important that both 
music creators and consumers have 
certainty about the relevant legal rules 
and protections. Yet, the current regu-
latory regime that governs ASCAP’s 
operations may need to be updated to 
keep pace with innovations in how 
music is created, shared, and enjoyed. 
An updated legal regime is important 
not only for the musicians that make 
up ASCAP’s membership, but also for 
the continued enjoyment of all their 
listeners among the American people. 
As Congress contemplates reforming 
our country’s copyright law, it is my 
hope that this and other related issues 
will be given careful consideration. 

I invite my colleagues to join me in 
recognizing ASCAP’s 100 years of tire-
less advocacy on behalf or songwriters, 
composers, and publishers, and wish 
them 100 more years of great music and 
success.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING MICHAEL ANGELO 
OLIVERIO, SR. 

∑ Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, today 
I wish to honor the life of a dear friend 
and a remarkable West Virginian who 
was taken from us on February 5, 2014. 
Michael Angelo Oliverio, Sr. was a 
dedicated public servant, an inspiring 
educator and a passionate civic leader 
who was respected and admired by all 
who knew him. He led an extraordinary 
life that will always be remembered in 
the hearts of the countless individuals 
whose lives he touched. 

The son of an Italian immigrant 
shepherd, Mike was born and raised in 
the town of Carolina in Marion County, 
just a few miles down the road from my 
hometown of Farmington. Like many 
other families in North Central West 
Virginia, our families’ ancestors both 
originated from the same town in 
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