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the Maritime Organization for West and Cen-
tral Africa, and the African Union;

Whereas the United States Government in
the Gulf of Guinea has focused on encour-
aging multi-layered regional and national
ownership in developing sustainable capacity
building efforts, including working with
partners through the G8++ Friends of Gulf of
Guinea Group, to coordinate United States
Government maritime security activities in
the region;

Whereas the United States Government
has assisted the countries of West and Cen-
tral Africa to enhance regional maritime se-
curity through programs such as the ‘‘Afri-
can Partnership Station’, operated by
United States Naval Forces Africa ‘‘to build
maritime safety and security by increasing
maritime awareness, response capabilities
and infrastructure’, and the ‘‘African Mari-
time Law Enforcement Partnership’’, which
‘“‘enables African partner nations to build
maritime security capacity and improve
management of their maritime environment
through real world law enforcement oper-
ations, and through provision of diverse
types of training and equipment assistance
and participation in diverse regional mari-
time military exercises’, as well as by em-
ploying analytical tools such as the Mari-
time Security Sector Reform Guide; and

Whereas United Nations Security Council
Resolution 2039, ‘‘expressing its deep concern
about the threat that piracy and armed rob-
bery at sea in the Gulf of Guinea pose to
international navigation, security and the
economic development of states in the re-
gion”, was unanimously adopted on Feb-
ruary 29, 2012: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns acts of armed robbery at sea,
piracy, and other maritime crime in the Gulf
of Guinea;

(2) endorses and supports the efforts made
by United States Government agencies to as-
sist affected West and Central African coun-
tries to build capacity to combat armed rob-
bery at sea, piracy, and other maritime
threats, and encourages the President to
continue such assistance, as appropriate,
within resource constraints; and

(3) commends the African Union, sub-
regional entities such as the ECOWAS and
ECCAS, and the various international agen-
cies that have worked to develop policy and
program frameworks for enhancing maritime
security in West and Central Africa, and en-
courages these entities and their member
states to continue to build upon these and
other efforts to achieve that end.

————
REGARDING CRITICAL NEED FOR
POLITICAL REFORM IN BAN-

GLADESH

Mr. REED. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 273, S. Res. 318.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 318) expressing the
sense of the Senate regarding the critical
need for political reform in Bangladesh, and
for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution,
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, with an
amendment to the title.

Mr. REED. I further ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

to, the preamble be agreed to, the com-
mittee reported title amendment be
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table, with no intervening action
or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 318

Whereas the nation of Bangladesh was es-
tablished in 1971 after a bitter war in which
it split from Pakistan, and for many of the
ensuing years until 1990, it was ruled by mili-
tary governments;

Whereas political tensions have at times
turned to violence in Bangladesh, under-
mining the democratic process;

Whereas the last parliamentary elections
in Bangladesh originally scheduled for Janu-
ary 2007, were postponed indefinitely after
the military intervened amid rising violence
and questions about the electoral process’s
credibility;

Whereas a military-backed civilian care-
taker government held power until Decem-
ber 2008 when Bangladeshis returned to the
polls to elect a new parliament for the first
time in many years;

Whereas ongoing antagonism between the
country’s two ruling parties, the Awami
League and the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party, distracts from the important needs of
the country;

Whereas concerns have grown about reli-
gious extremism in the otherwise usually
tolerant country;

Whereas the United States-Bangladesh re-
lationship is strong and involves many
shared interests, including regional eco-
nomic integration, counterterrorism,
counter-piracy, poverty alleviation, food se-
curity, regional stability, and mitigation of
natural disasters;

Whereas Dbilateral trade between the
United States and Bangladesh now tops
$6,000,000,000 annually, with major United
States companies making significant long-
term investments in Bangladesh;

Whereas the economy of Bangladesh has
grown six percent per year over the last two
decades, despite a range of challenges;

Whereas the poverty rate in Bangladesh
dropped from 40 percent to 31 percent be-
tween 2005 and 2010—a notable accomplish-
ment in a country in which poverty has been
deep and widespread;

Whereas the Grameen Bank’s revolu-
tionary microfinance lending to the poor has
helped reduce poverty not only in Ban-
gladesh, but has served as an innovative and
powerful model for helping the poor else-
where in the world;

Whereas the Department of State, Con-
gress, and other high profile international
voices have recognized the Grameen Bank’s
innovative work and expressed great concern
over actions by the Government of Ban-
gladesh that undermine the Bank’s independ-
ence;

Whereas Bangladesh, an example of a mod-
erate and diverse Muslim-majority democ-
racy, is scheduled to have national elections
on January 5, 2014;

Whereas, in 2013, hundreds of Bangladeshis
died in violent clashes as a result of political
violence and unrest, and some opposition and
human rights activists have been arrested;

Whereas trials held by the International
Crimes Tribunal in Bangladesh—set up to
prosecute those responsible for atrocities
committed during Bangladesh’s war of lib-
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eration with Pakistan in 1971—have fallen
short of international standards;

Whereas the Government of Bangladesh
eliminated a constitutional provision requir-
ing the governing party to cede power to a
neutral caretaker government three months
before an election;

Whereas the 18-member opposition coali-
tion in Bangladesh called for numerous na-
tionwide strikes and transportation block-
ades in 2013, resulting in dozens of deaths;

Whereas Bangladeshi students cannot at-
tend school and complete mandatory exams
due to the strikes and blockades and related
violence;

Whereas many citizens of Bangladesh have
had their work and daily activities disrupted
due to the strikes and related violence,
which come at a cost to the economy and
stability of Bangladesh;

Whereas a stable, moderate, secular, Mus-
lim-majority democracy with the world’s
seventh-largest population, and the world’s
fourth-largest Muslim population, will have
lasting positive impacts in the region and be-
yond;

Whereas the success of the democratic
process in Bangladesh is of great importance
to the United States and the world; and

Whereas during the week of December 8,
2013, United Nations Assistant Secretary
General Oscar Fernandez-Taranco visited
Bangladesh to foster political dialogue be-
tween Bangladeshi political parties and lead-
ers in order to bring a halt to violence and
allow for a credible peaceful election: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns the political violence in Ban-
gladesh and urges political leaders in that
country to engage directly and substantively
in a dialogue toward free, fair, and credible
elections;

(2) expresses great concern about the con-
tinued political deadlock in Bangladesh that
distracts from the country’s many important
challenges;

(3) urges political leaders in Bangladesh to
take immediate steps to rein in and to con-
demn the violence as well as to provide space
for peaceful political protests;

(4) urges political leaders in Bangladesh to
ensure the safety and access of observers in
its upcoming elections;

(5) supports ongoing efforts by United Na-
tions Assistant Secretary General Oscar
Fernandez-Taranco to foster political dia-
logue between political factions in Ban-
gladesh; and

(6) urges the Government of Bangladesh to
ensure judicial independence, end harass-
ment of human rights activists, and restore
the independence of the Grameen Bank.

The title was amended so as to read:
“A resolution expressing the sense of
the Senate regarding the critical need
for political dialogue in Bangladesh,
and for other purposes.”

——————

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
UKRAINIAN PEOPLE

Mr. REED. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 274, S. Res. 319.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 319) expressing sup-
port for the Ukrainian people in light of
President Yanukovych’s decision not to sign
an Association Agreement with the Euro-
pean Union.
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There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REED. Madam President, I fur-
ther ask unanimous consent that the
resolution be agreed to, the preamble
be agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table, with no intervening action
or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 319

Whereas, according to a poll conducted in
November 2013, a majority of the people of
Ukraine supported signing a historic trade
and political agreement with the European
Union;

Whereas a closer association between
Ukraine and the European Union has been
supported by Ukrainian civil society, busi-
ness leaders, and politicians across the polit-
ical spectrum and would bring lasting polit-
ical, democratic, and economic benefits to
the people of Ukraine;

Whereas Ukraine successfully passed much
of the legislation required to conform to Eu-
ropean Union standards for signing an Asso-
ciation Agreement;

Whereas, on September 22, 2012, and No-
vember 18, 2013, the Senate unanimously
passed resolutions calling for a demonstrable
end to selective justice in Ukraine and ex-
pressing its belief that Ukraine’s future lies
with stronger ties to Europe, the United
States, and others in the community of de-
mocracies;

Whereas the experience of countries such
as Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia
provides a positive example of increased eco-
nomic opportunity, enhanced personal free-
dom, and good governance. which can also be
realized by Ukraine;

Whereas the Government and people of
Ukraine have the sovereign right to choose
their own foreign policy and economic
course, and no other country has the right to
determine their political and economic ori-
entation, nor decide which alliances and
trade agreements they can join;

Whereas, on November 21, 2013, President
Viktor Yanukovych suspended Ukraine’s
preparations for signing the Association
Agreement one week before a critical Euro-
pean Union Summit in Vilnius, Lithuania;

Whereas the abrupt reversal on the eve of
the summit following Russian economic co-
ercion and to protect the narrow interests of
some officials and individuals in Ukraine
prompted hundreds of thousands of Ukrain-
ians all across the country, especially young
people and students, to protest the decision
and stand in support of furthering Ukraine’s
Euro-Atlantic integration;

Whereas international nonprofit and non-
governmental organizations provide essen-
tial care to needy Ukrainians, yet face direct
threats and challenges to their existence and
administrative and regulatory impediments,
including challenges to operating with the
tax-exempt status necessary to maximize the
use of funds on the ground and threats to the
fabric of civil society vital to democracy in
Ukraine;

Whereas, on November 30, 2013, at Inde-
pendence Square in Kyiv, special division po-
lice dispersed a peaceful demonstration of
students and civil society activists who were
calling on President Yanukovych to sign the
Association Agreement;

Whereas approximately 35 individuals were
detained or arrested, and dozens were hos-
pitalized, some with severe injuries;
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Whereas, on December 9, 2013, raids were
conducted on three opposition media outlets
and the headquarters of one opposition
party;

Whereas, on December 11, 2013, Ukrainian
authorities conducted an overnight police
operation in an attempt to forcefully take
control of Independence Square, but were re-
sisted by brave Ukrainians who filled the
square and rebuffed the police action;

Whereas all three former Presidents of
Ukraine have underscored the need to refrain
from violence and the importance of engag-
ing in a dialogue with the opposition; and

Whereas Ukraine faces an impending eco-
nomic crisis that can only be solved with
long-term economic reforms: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) stands with the people of Ukraine and
supports their sovereign right to chart an
independent and democratic future for their
country;

(2) urges leaders in the United States and
the European Union to continue working to-
gether actively to support a peaceful and
democratic resolution to the current crisis
that moves Ukraine toward a future in the
Euro-Atlantic community and a long-term
solution to Ukraine’s economic crisis;

(3) encourages demonstrators and mem-
bers of the opposition and civil society in
Ukraine to continue avoiding the use of vio-
lence and engage in a dialogue of national
reconciliation;

(4) urges all political parties to refrain
from hate speech or actions of an anti-Se-
mitic or other character which further divide
the Ukrainian people when they need to be
united;

(5) calls on the Government of Ukraine
to refrain from further use of force or acts of
violence against peaceful protestors, and to
respect the internationally recognized
human rights of the Ukrainian people, espe-
cially the freedoms of speech and assembly;

(6) condemns the decision by Ukrainian
authorities to use violence against peaceful
demonstrators on November 30, December 1,
and December 11, 2013, and calls for those re-
sponsible to be swiftly brought to justice and
all detained nonviolent demonstrators to be
immediately released; and

(7)) notes that in the event of further
state violence against peaceful protestors,
the President and Congress should consider
whether to apply targeted sanctions, includ-
ing visa bans and asset freezes, against indi-
viduals responsible for ordering or carrying
out the violence.

———

NATIONAL SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY WEEK

Mr. REED. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to S. Res. 329, submitted ear-
lier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 329) expressing sup-
port for the goals and ideals of the biennial
USA Science & Engineering Festival in
Washington, DC and designating April 21
through April 27, 2014, as ‘‘National Science
and Technology Week”.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REED. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
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table, with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

329) was

———

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY,
JANUARY 8, 2014

Mr. REED. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10 a.m. on Wednesday, Jan-
uary 8, 2014; that following the prayer
and the pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, and the
time for the two leaders be reserved for
their use later in the day; that fol-
lowing any leader remarks, the Senate
resume consideration of the motion to
proceed to S. 1845, the unemployment
insurance extension, postcloture, and
that all time during adjournment
count postcloture on the motion to
proceed to S. 1845.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. REED. Madam President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, I ask unanimous consent
that it adjourn under the previous
order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:55 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, January 8, 2014, at 10 a.m.

———————

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:

COMMODITY FUTURES TRADING COMMISSION

SHARON Y. BOWEN, OF NEW YORK, TO BE A COMMIS-
SIONER OF THE COMMODITY FUTURES TRADING COMMIS-
SION FOR A TERM EXPIRING APRIL 13, 2018, VICE BAR-
THOLOMEW CHILTON, RESIGNED.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

ERIC ROSENBACH, OF PENNSYLVANIA, TO BE AN AS-
SISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, VICE PAUL N. STOCK-
TON, RESIGNED.

DAVID B. SHEAR, OF NEW YORK, TO BE AN ASSISTANT
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, VICE MARK WILLIAM
LIPPERT, RESIGNED.

NATIONAL CREDIT UNION ADMINISTRATION

J. MARK MCWATTERS, OF TEXAS, TO BE A MEMBER OF
THE NATIONAL CREDIT UNION ADMINISTRATION BOARD
FOR A TERM EXPIRING AUGUST 2, 2019, VICE MICHAEL E.
FRYZEL, TERM EXPIRED.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

JANET GARVIN MCCABE, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUM-
BIA, TO BE AN ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR OF THE EN-
VIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY, VICE REGINA
MCCARTHY, RESIGNED.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

DARCI L. VETTER, OF NEBRASKA, TO BE CHIEF AGRI-
CULTURAL NEGOTIATOR, OFFICE OF THE UNITED
STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE, WITH THE RANK OF
AMBASSADOR, VICE ISLAM A. SIDDIQUI.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

MAX SIEBEN BAUCUS, OF MONTANA, TO BE AMBAS-
SADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE PEOPLE’S RE-
PUBLIC OF CHINA.
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